
  
 

ELGIN COUNTY MUSEUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

 

 

 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, June 14th, 2023, 11:00 am 
Location: Elgin County Heritage Centre 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Additions to the Agenda 

 

3. Approval of Minutes from February 15, 2023 

 

4. Business Arising from Minutes 

 

5. Correspondence  

a) Crane Plaque  

 

6. Curator’s Report 

a) Media Coverage: Globe and Mail Article, Meet the Collector with Hundreds of 

Vintage Bikes  

 

7. Bushell Estate Update 

a) Oneida Project  

 

8. Collection Review 

 

9. Museum Partner Reports 

 

10. Committee Member Reports 

 

11. Next Meeting Date –  

Proposed meeting dates: Wednesdays September 6 or September 13, 2023,   

November 1st, 2023 

 

12. Adjournment 

 

 

A light meal will be served. 
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REPORT TO COUNTY COUNCIL 

FROM:  Brian Masschaele, Director of Community 

and Cultural Services  

DATE:  May 16, 2023 

SUBJECT:  Installation of Oneida Settlement Story 
Mural at Elgin County Heritage Centre 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 

THAT County Council hereby approve the installation of an interpretive mural depicting 
the settlement story of Oneida Nation of the Thames on the exterior of the Elgin County 
Heritage Centre subject to the terms and conditions contained in the May 16, 2023 
report titled Installation of Oneida Settlement Story Mural at Elgin County Heritage 
Centre. 

INTRODUCTION: 

This report seeks County Council’s approval for the installation of a mural on the west-
facing exterior wall of the Elgin County Heritage Centre which will depict the 1840 
settlement journey of the Oneida Nation of the Thames, a journey that took them from 
upstate New York, across Lake Erie and through present-day Elgin County to lands on 
the Thames River.  

DISCUSSION:  

The Department of Community and Cultural Services has established a strong working 
partnership in recent years with the Oneida Language & Cultural Centre.  This was 
initially based on regular research visits by members of the Oneida community to the 
Archives and was elevated in 2019 when representatives of the Centre were invited to 
view the facilities and collections of both the Elgin County Museum and Elgin County 
Archives.  This began a discussion on ways the two neighbouring communities can 
work more closely together on Indigenous programming and historical research. One 
outcome was Oneida’s participation in the ‘Museums of Elgin County Database’ 
beginning in 2022 which is hosted by the County and directly supported by Museum 
staff.  Another outcome is that the Manager of Museum and Archives provides regular 
curatorial support to the community.  Furthermore, staff of Elgin County Library have 
recently begun to visit the community to promote library services to Oneida residents.  
All of these efforts are on-going. 

A further opportunity to solidify this partnership now exists through a proposed mural 
project depicting Oneida’s settlement story and the journey taken in 1840 to their 
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current location along the south bank of the Thames River which is directly adjacent to 
the Township of Southwold.   A substantial part of this journey took place in Elgin 
County, emanating from Port Stanley and then northwards along Kettle Creek to the 
present location.  This mural will provide an opportunity to make the public aware of this 
significant journey that intimately connects Oneida Nation of the Thames and Elgin 
County at a site located on a major tourism corridor.    

The following are aspects of the proposed project: 

• Attached is one depiction of the settlement journey previously produced by the 
Oneida Language & Cultural Centre which served as the initial inspiration behind 
the project and will act as the conceptual basis going forward. 

• The mural will be 8 feet high and 16 feet wide and will be located on the west 
facing exterior wall of the Elgin County Heritage Centre (see attached photo).   
The preferred location is marked as “A” in the attached photo. This location is 
adjacent to a space already in use as a picnic area for the general public. 

• Project specifications will be similar to those used for the installation of six murals 
across Elgin County as led by the Museum in 2021 and 2022 through funding 
received from the estate of Donna Vera Evans Bushell.    

• The Oneida Language & Cultural Centre will enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the County and will then commission the artists involved.  It is 
expected that at least two artists will act as a team on this project, both of whom 
are residents of Oneida. 

• The mural will be painted on site at the Oneida Language & Cultural Centre on 
smaller panels which will then be mounted together at the Heritage Centre to 
achieve the cumulative mural size of 8 feet by 16 feet. 

• The mural will hang for a minimum of five years and will then be extended year to 
year depending on its future condition. 

• The museum will make visitors aware of the mural and provide additional 
material from the Oneida Language & Cultural Centre to interested persons. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  

Total budget for this project is $8,000 which includes the costs for artists’ fees, 
materials, anti-graffiti coating and installation.  These funds already exist in the 
Museum’s 2023 operating budget through projects associated with the bequest received 
from the estate of Donna Vera Evans Bushell.  No further County funds are required to 
proceed. 
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ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  

 

Serving Elgin 
 

Growing Elgin Investing in Elgin 

☒ Ensuring alignment of 

current programs and 
services with community 
need. 
 

☒ Exploring different 

ways of addressing 
community need. 
 

☒ Engaging with our 

community and other 
stakeholders. 
 

☐ Planning for and 

facilitating commercial, 
industrial, residential, 
and agricultural growth. 
 

☒ Fostering a healthy 

environment. 
 

☒ Enhancing quality of 

place. 

☐ Ensuring we have the 

necessary tools, 
resources, and 
infrastructure to deliver 
programs and services 
now and in the future. 
 

☐ Delivering mandated 

programs and services 
efficiently and 
effectively. 
 
 

 

LOCAL MUNICIPAL PARTNER IMPACT: 

Completion of this project will further solidify relations with a key strategic partner along 
Elgin County’s border and fits in well with the County’s Indigenous outreach efforts.  The 
Oneida Language & Cultural Centre will benefit by gaining free interpretive space at the 
Heritage Centre to bring awareness to their community’s settlement story.  

COMMUNICATION REQUIREMENTS: 

Regular updates about the mural’s development will be posted on the County’s social 
media accounts.   An unveiling ceremony involving representatives of the Oneida Nation 
of the Thames, County Council, the general public and local media will be planned upon 
completion. 

CONCLUSION: 

Should Council approve this project, it is expected that the mural will be completed and 
installed by the end of 2023 with an unveiling ceremony to follow either during fall 2023 
or spring 2024.   The Elgin County Museum Advisory Committee, which has two 
representatives from Elgin County Council (Councillors Giguère and Hentz), will have 
an opportunity to provide input into this project as it progresses. 
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Approved for Submission 

 

Steve Gibson 
Chief Administrative Officer (Acting) 

All of which is Respectfully Submitted  

 
Brian Masschaele 
Director of Community and Cultural 
Services 
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Elgin County Joint Multi-Year Accessibility Plan Heritage Centre Information 
The following information contains the goals, progress and timelines for the Elgin 

County Heritage Centre. The details provided below are included in the Elgin County 

and Local Municipal Partners Joint Multi-Year Accessibility Plan 2021-2026. Some of 

the other progress and goals not included in the list below will apply generally to all 

Elgin County facilities and staff. The full Joint MYAP can be accessed on the Elgin 

County website on the Accessibility page.  

General Requirements  

Goals 

• Continue training of Heritage Centre staff, Elgin County Museum Advisory 

Committee members, and volunteers on the AODA and Ontario Human Rights 

Code as it pertains to people with disabilities   

Timeline –Ongoing 

• Continue training Heritage Centre staff, Committee members and volunteers on 

AODA and OHRC 

Information and Communication  

Progress 

• Heritage Centre collaborates with Legislative Services Department and Cultural 

Services Department staff to upload content to the website to ensure it is 

compliant with the WCAG 2.0 Level A and AA requirements  

Goals  

• Following website redevelopment - develop robust accessible document training 

strategy for website content uploaders onto the County Site, including Library 

and Heritage Centre staff  

• Provide social media training for Heritage Centre and Cultural Services staff for 

web content accessibility to ensure that social media posts are compliant with the 

IASR requirements  

Timeline –Ongoing 

• Provide social media training for Heritage Centre and Cultural Services staff 

Employment  

Goals 

• Continue to ensure that volunteer recruitment and onboarding for Heritage 

Centre volunteers is compliant with the AODA requirements   

• Update Heritage Centre volunteer application form to ensure public knows 

accommodations and accessible formats and/or communication supports are 

https://www.elgincounty.ca/accessibility/


available upon request during the recruitment process for Elgin County Museum 

Advisory Committee members and volunteers  

Timeline –Ongoing 

• Ensure volunteer recruitment and onboarding for Heritage Centre volunteers is 

AODA compliant 

Timeline –2021-2023 

• Update Heritage Centre volunteer application form to ensure public knows 

accommodations, accessible formats and/or communication supports are 

available upon request during the recruitment process 

Design of Public Spaces  

Progress 

• Elgin County Heritage Centre constructed in 2017 

o Building is equipped with designated accessible parking spaces, a 

universal washroom, accessible door operators at entrances, paved 

walkways and accessible ramp for barrier free path of travel  

• Elgin County Heritage Centre continues to consider people with disabilities who 

use mobility aids and wheelchairs when designing exhibits and displays to 

ensure full access to facilities for all visitors 

Goals 

• Create Universal Washroom Emergency Call Button Alarm Procedure for all 

County facilities equipped with universal washrooms  

o Collaborate with Heritage Centre and Admin Building staff to ensure 

procedure is implemented for universal washroom and training is provided 

as needed 

• Create Service Counter Design Guidelines including mobility device friendly 

access to be shared with Local Municipal Partners 

o Consider placement and location of information, signage, brochures etc. 

o Redesign service counter area and desk in the Heritage Centre to make 

more accessible for all visitors  

Timeline –2021-2023 

• Collaborate with Heritage Centre and Admin Building staff to implement and 

provide training on procedure 

Timeline –2024-2026 

• Redesign of Heritage Centre service counter area  



 

Customer Service 

Progress 

• Considers people with disabilities when providing services to the public including 

school group programs and public events 

o Ensures exhibits, displays and facilities are accessible to all visitors, and 

accommodations are made available upon request 

Goal  

• Ensure all Heritage Centre staff, Museum Advisory Committee members and 

volunteers receive the accessible Customer Service Standard training  

Timeline –Ongoing 

• Training for Heritage Centre staff, Committee members and volunteers on 

Customer Service Standard  

 


