April 23, 1997 -

= Mallory Peternel proudly displays her first place award for
winning the spelling bee in her division at the recent Kiwanis
Musive Festival that was held in West Lorne.

Winners in the Keyboard category for ages 8-11 were from left

Woolsey 3rd.

ta right: Julie Oliveira Ist, Jennifer Pinder 2nd, and Ashley

Wind h:vm.rmmf Duwet Award Winners- Front row !(,(f to right: l‘."omnt‘ S'muH and Jennifer Moss,

(Back row left to right) A

and Mallory Peternel (Trumpet).

la Breen and Steph

Cushman (Trumy

Gelling ready for the Great Space Race- These four youngsters were

), Lindsay Hull { Clarines)
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Just a few of the area’s youth who

have entered the summer reading program at the West Lorne Library. From left to right they are: Justin
Walker, Krista Walker, Tina Cowell (Librarian), Shelby Pyka, and Tanya VanRaes.

Area youngsters enter the
Great Space Race'.

Twenty five youngsters from the
arca were busy making their
wallets and getting ready 1o play
the Great Space Race Game at
the West Lome Library's
Sumemer Reading Program that is
held every summer at the library.
The idea of the program is to get
the youth of our area interested
in reading books during the
summer  months.  Children

receive coupons for every book
they read which they can build
up, store in their wallets and
exchange them 1o play games at
the library's annual carnival.

‘The librarians at the library help
to make reading fun for the kids
by playing the great space game,
which is a huge board at the
library and everyone gets a man
and moves around the board

until they reach the finishing
line, Children are introduced 1o a
number of different areas in their
summer reading program.

It is a fun time for both the staff
and children and in the process
the joys of reading and
stimulating those young minds
are mel through the ‘wonderful
world of books.
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Great ride and stride for cancer 777

1997

A success for West Elgin

Although the weather was a
linle on the cool side things
warmed up in West Elgin for the
Canadian Cancer Society as
riders and striders gathered at the
mrena in West Lome and in
Dulton 1o raise an astounding
$4.800 for the society.

In West Lome a group of over
40 people gathered at the arena
for the jaunt to Dutton and back
to raise funds for the society. The
West Lome group raised $2,958
while Dutton raised $1,870.

Prizes were awarded in West
Lome for the following
calegories: Youngest
Participant- Sara Peternel, Most
Senior: Ann Schaeken, Most
Family ~ Members:  John
Thompson Family, Best
Decorated Bikes- Caitlin &
Tonya Van Raes, Rollerblades-
Katrina Mark, Rider raising the
most Money- Helen Mooser,
Best Dressed Lady- Rosalie
Krebsz, and Best Dressed
Gentl John Tt

The draw winners were: Mary
Jane Milne, Sara Peternel, Phil
Marks, Penny Knapp, David Van
Raes, Nicholas Knapp, Cathy
Mark, John Thompson, Trina
Lusse, Connie Mark, Marsha
Knapp. Bobby Marks and Peter
Thompson,

The West Lorme Branch of the
Cancer Society would like 1o
thank the following businesses
for making this year's run such a
success: P.J. 's Pizza, West Elgin
Pharmacy, Modem  Beauly
Salon, Rosa's DBeauty Salon,
Judy's Hair Loft, McDonald's,
West Lome Star, West Lome
IGA, Krebsz Jewellery, West
Elgin Arena Staff, Kiwanis Club,
Rick White, West Elgin Legion
and a special thanks to all the
riders and stridders and sponsors
who took part in this year's run.
The results of this year's run
meant that West Lome has
reclaimed  the  trophy  from

it last vear.

Making sirides for Cancer research- This rio of local women
participated in the Great Ride for Cancer that was held recently in West
Lorne. From left to right they are: Florence McCallum, Rosalie Krebsz
and her dog along with Shirley Sewell

and rndn;i: Scotr '-
Cﬂﬂpblﬂ ‘and  Peter
Thomson. _ (8. Staats) |

West Lorne Great Ride 'n Stride a soundlng sueeess!

Thanks o the great weather and 47 riders and  dressed lady, Rosalie Krebsz; and best dressed
striders, and their sponsors, a total of $2,958 has  gentleman, John Thomson.
been raised 10 date. A number of prizes were
awarded: Draw winners were: Mary Jane Milne, Sara
Youngest participant, Sara Peternel; most sen-  Peternel, Phil Marks, Penny Knapp, David Van
ior, Ann Schacken; most family members, John Raes, Nicholas Knapp, Cathy Mark, John
‘Thomson family; best decorated bikes, Caitlinand  Thomson, Trina Lusse, Connie Mark, Marsha
Tonya Van Raes; roller blades, Katrina Mark; rider  Knapp, Bobby Mark, Peter Thomson,
raising the most money, Helen Mooser; best Many thanks to all who donated prizes.
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Riding for Cancer- Residents from the surr 1§ area climbed aboard the big red 30 seat bicycle at
Four Counties Hospital to raise funds for the Heart & Stroke Foundation, The bike also made a run earlicr
in the day in Werst Lorne.

Area cyclists ride for Heart
& Stroke Foundation

The Heart & Stroke’s big red 30 Cormier, West Elgin Star, Debi Janet Given, Barb Page, PJ. 's
seat bicycle was busy in West Seed, Doug Parent for Ripley & Pizza, and Deb Skorbowski from
Elgin recently raising funds for  Giles Motors, Bill Graham,  TLC.

the association. Members of the Kiwanis Club of West Lome,
community in West Lorne rode
the bike in the momning and in
the afternoon the bike journeyed
1o Four Counties Hospital where
area residents climbed aboard the
big red machine to raise more
funds for the association.

In West Lome the ride raised
over $1.800 for the foundation.

Verbrugge Realty from West
Lome had the greatest number of
riders on the bike as Dennis Lee,
Paula Verbrugge, Michelle
Verbrugge, Linda Verbrugge and
Paul Verbrugge rode in the
fundraiser. Other bike riders
were: Jim Holdaway from W.G.
Thompson's, Rosalie Krebsz,
Krebsz  Jewellery,  Marina
Lundigan & Ralph Fliut from the
Health Centre, Wendy Vergeer,
Bank of Montreal, Karen

Lita MeGill and Sharon
Gilchrist of Knox Presbyterian
Church in West Lorne were
busy selling baked goods at the
annual rummage and bake sale
held last Saturday.

(. Robinet)
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Cooking up a slorm- Members of West Lorne's Block Parents Association held a BBQ in front of the CHC
recently fo raise funds for the organization. Mr: & Mrs. Bobier are seen sampling one of the delicious dogs
that the group were serving up to the public. Workers at the BBQ were Sharron Mosher, and Heather
Johnston ( head cook). The group raised $200 at the cookout and they would like to thank the West Lorne
Legion , West Lorne 10GA, and the Elgin St. Thomas Health Unit for their donations towards the BBQ

friends of the late Ry A. Brown presented the Villoge of West Lorne witl a Robert Bateman print in,
his memory. Pictured from leftto rightt Aaron Brown, Shirley Brown, Shirley L:cker Brown, Cmﬂmdﬂm,
Bobier. Brown’s five acre bird Sanctuary was home (o more than 175 types of birds and every year migrating birds
stopped there, Neighbour Don Bobivr collected money for flowers when Brown passed a
over, with the village maiching a donation, was pis towards the picture that will hang
Brown is survived by three sons, Robert, Harley and Gary, daugliter Bannie and wife Betty,

The family rm

« December 17, 1997,

Angel tree comes aglow at annual
lighting ceremony in West Lorne “-

Despite  the cold  bitter
temperature  over 75  people
gathered outside of the West
Lome Town Hall to take part in
the Angel Tree Lighting.

The festivities started off with
Prayers by Father Joseph Nevent
who also later performed mass
and read a poem. Pastor Savic
and Margaret Murray also read a
poem during the evening. This
special ceremony is in memory
of area loved ones who have
been called home. Special poem
was read by the crowd called the
Angel Tree:

"THE ANGEL TREE"

ust beyond the dark of night lies
he break of dawn. And though
o us the path is blocked. There

the light of God's own love has
gathered to His throne in gentlest
arms of tender care. The ones we
called our own. May it somehow
bring you peace To know they're
not alone but God above who
knows what's best has simply
called them home,

After the ceremony the crown
gathered on the steps of the town
hall 1o listen 1o Christmas songs
sung by the Interdenominational
choir and the organ was played
by Shirley Walker.

All those remembered in this
poem are:

Sid and Josie Authier, Katherine
Lynn Alderton, Abigail Kate
Earl Band
Christopher Beer, Joey Beer,

fundraiser.

Lgpns”

Michelle Beer, Christopher
Cowan, Pam Cowan, Shane
Cowan, Timothy Cowan, Daniel
Cowan, Andy Dewulf, Lloyd
Cicil Doan, Michael Doan,
Marrnie  Fleming, Michael
Gammon, Jason  Kayelites,
Ashley Ann Murray, Margaret
McColl, Jeremy Robinet, Willie
A.R. Merks. Sonia Oliveira,
Aleisha Marie Tomczyk, Elaine
Watterworth, Patty Winter, Janet
Oakey, Donna  Smeljanich,
Munroe  McMillian,  Nickie
Lipon, Sophie Lipon, Sam
Lipon, Grace Havens, Ken
Okolesan, Jim Shostale, Bill
Griffin, Lome McGill, Hohn
Hulai, Yancy Begin, Justin Ray
Bell and Bob Carroll.

Wil

yin 94

Jury 2,1997

he mongy
chamber:

A moment to remember - These three youngsiers joined in on the
Jfestivities of the Lighting of the Angel Tree in West Lorne .
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Be on the lookout: big cats spotted in area

BY: KAREN ROBINET

At least one local family is hop-
ing for a speedy end to a fright-
ening episode in their lives. Last
Monday evening, Tim and
Marilyn Howse were relaxing in
their hot b on Queen St., just
south of Highway 76 when they
noticed two large cats, about 20
feet away, ready to attack their

dog Tyson.

Tim screamed at the cats who
then retreated into the woods,
The following day, he found
large tracks confirming his sus-
picions that one of the animals
is a cougar or lion. Reports of a
large cat or two large cats have
been widespread across the area
in recent weeks, and the other
animal may be a jaguar, Specu-
lation is that the cats may have
been raised together, as pets,
then abandoned into the coun-
try when they became too large

OPP conduct aerial search for big cats

The investigation is ongoing into reports of one or two large cats
thought to be in Aldborough,

As of press lime Friday, the cats had not been captured, and local
hunter Rae Axford was continueing to work with the OPP in an at-
tempt to apprehend the animals.

While rumours abound, there is no official statement on where the
cals might have come from. There is also some skepticism as to whether
or not the cats even exist. The OPP have contacted a number of
exotic animals experts, including those from the Metropolitan Toronto
Zoo and African Lion Safari as part of their investigation. The Minis-
try of Natural Resources has also been contacted,

Sightings have been reported in Aldborough, Dunwich and Ek frid,
and calls have been received from as far away as Ingersoll. OPP are
warning that improper traps could be a threat to public safety and
they ask that any sighting be reported to the OFP Communications
Centre at 1-888-310-1122.

Last Tuesday, the OPP's helicopter was flown in from Sarnia after
a lurge, black cat was spotted in the area of Thomson Line and the
Kerr Road in Aldborough. The animal was seen running across the
middle of an open field as several tobacco workers were on a break.
Axford was also on hand, helping with a ground search.

Al that time, OPP were warning the public to stay out of the area,
and also took castings of pawprints found in the area,

or unwanted.

Local hunter Rae Axford has
been asked by Aldborough
Township to try and capture the
cats and he has placed a trap at
the Howses' home, Axford calls
the situation "bizarre,” and said
he's not anxious to kill animals
that have been raised as pets.

However, Tim Howse says
he's worried about the safety of
his family and pets, and has for-
bidden his two sons to play in
the woods for now. He said he
also urges parents Lo be cautious
when their youngsters are out-
side playing or waiting for the
bus.

"They're really quiet,” Howse
says of the animals, and adds the
whole episode has really shaken
him up. He also reports that a
neighbour has noticed a pumber
of barn cals disappearing re-
cently.

The animals are causing fear
and confusion around the area,
with reports of animal attacks,
and widespread sightings of one
ot both of the cats.

"A lot of people are scared,"
said Axford, adding the outlook
for the animals  themselves is
grim.

Axford says that even if cap-
tured alive, they would be ill-pre-
pared 1o survive in a zoo or simi-
lar environment.

So far, the animals have eluded
capture and Axford says he's not
overly optimistic of the chances
of being able to capture or kill
the animals.

1997

Tim Howse points to one of the many tracks found on his pro,
erty. (See closeup right).

ke e

e A N SR :
QPP officer Rob Jamieson runs for the helicopter which will take

him up to do an aerial search for the cat(s) believed to be in
Aldbor?ugk: An gerial search last Tuesday didn't turn up the cats,
but police did spot sorme marijuana plants. (K. Robinet)
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The Rodney-Aldberough fn.l'erdmomiuanoual Church service was held Sunday in the mmmum.l'y
centre with a large attendance. Amaong those on hand were: (left to nghl{ guest speaker Gus Ayim;
fair president Barbara Bijker and service co-ordinator Rev. Wilbert Zavitz.

(photo supplied)

A conversation with Mrs. Agnes
Reid, as promised in the last
edition of "Reflections” proved
enlightening and her memories
of our community, as it existed
50 years ago, is truly an
inspiration.
Firstly, the featured crest...this
crest is a keep-sake of Mrs
Reid and belonged 1o husband,
Russell, The Athletic Society of
1943 had its meetings in the old
town hall and was responsible
for the goings-on of sport in the
community. Our ball diamonds
are a result of the efforts of this
group,
From 1947-1958 Mrs. Reid
was the proprietor of The
Shirley Shop which specialized
in Ladies ready-to-wear fashions
and then expanded to include
children's wear. The business
operated in what is now Mr.
Jack Ripley's shop " Ripley's
Quality Home Centre”.
In 1948 Russell Reid bought the
grocery business from Milo
Campbell who moved to
Chatham to live. The business
was situated in part of Norman
Thomson's "Men and Boys

Clothing  Siore™,  This shop
became Prim Fashions,
The Grocery Store was an old
fashioned store with a stove and
a chair on each side. People
would come into shop but also
but there were many  that just
came in to sit and have a
visit....Agnes tells me that some
tall tales were shared, friendships
made, and memories created
that have lasted a lifetime.
It was during this time that
Russell developed a fondness for
Agnes and the 1wo  became
partners in business and in life,
Russell Reid's brother, Cecil
Reid, had the butcher shop on
the other side of Graham Road
next to the Hardware Store first
owned by Campbell and Craig
and then Fisher and Kemp as
recalled by Mrs. Reid. Joe
Weiss worked in the butcher
shop for many years eventually
going to the Superior Store in
the newly renovated Theatre run
by Allan Ross Sr. and then by
Allan Ross Jr,
Russell Reid's grocery business
was not self serve. Customers

were given the royal treatment
and their every need was catered

to in a real old-fashioned
hospitality style business. Sugar
+ dates, raisins, and potatoes (to
name a few products) were
bagged and cheese was cut from
a large slab. Bacon and cold
meals were cut as the customer
waited, Cookies and candy were
out in the store in open boxes
and canned goods displayed
neatly on the shelves.

Frozen food counters were just
getting popular when  Russell
Reid sold his business in 1964,
This allowed Mr. Thomson to
enlarge his store,

The community once had 4
liitle grocery stores but the
population and the times seemed
to provide a living for all.

Much of the above seript was
prepared in a hand wrillen
document by Mrs. Reid. The
Star and the writer would like
lo express our appreciation for

a nice visit and a pleasant
conversation on an era that still
is reflected in the commerce of
1997.....some 50 years later.
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Congrarula!ious- to John & Alma Perger on their
50th Wedding Anniversary March 20, 1997. Best Wishes
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Milner-Rigsby wor

umng the r'nishng touches on a long standing tradition - The

T

Old Masonic Temple ( McColl Lodge 386 ) located on Frederick Street
has just gone under some extensive renovations by Lodge Members. The
Lodge was first built in 1880 and at one time it was the Town Hall and the
Jail for West Lorne. The Secretary of the Lodge Bill Graham (left) and
Past Master Doug Cavener put the finishing touches on the renovations
by hanging the Lode Crest on the front of the building. The Past District
Deputy of the Lodge , Ray Jobson was also on hand for the final touches

of the building.

.CTT
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to curb emissions

Municipal building one step closer to completion

BY: WENDY TUNKS

By-law enforcement officer Marthe
Rook was on hand to discuss the Minis-
try of Environment’s findings from resi-
dents’ complaints at West Lorne council
meeting last Wednesday.

She said the MOE representative only
had time to investigate complaints involv-
ing Milner-Rigsby and was going to come
back to meet with Erie Flooring officials.

Rook said the MOE representative
looked at soot, noise and smoke emis-
sions from Milner-Rigsby. The company
has been asked to voluntarily look for
solutions for soot and noise complaints,
Rook said the company is already inves-
tigating an increased maintenance sched-
ule and better dampers.

The company was also advised to hire
a private consultant to address the noise
complaint as the MOE is swamped and
unable to handle the problem at this time.

As for the smoke complaint, the source
of the smoke is wood-burning and saw-
dust. The representative felt the height of
the smoke stacks were irrelevant and wind
direction would determine how area resi-
dents were affected. Since the emissions
are not toxic, no action could be taken.

The company has been given four to five
weeks to prepare a report on recommen-
dations to improve the soot and noise situ-
ation,

Rook also informed Kent Murray that
Milner-Rigsby's parking lot does not com-
ply with the town’s by-law. She said there
was inadequate parking for the employ-
ees. Rook said the company would inves-
tigate this further.

Building contractor for the new munici-
pal-building, Don Roughley, was on hand
to give an update on the completion of the
building. He said electrical deficiencies
should be corrected by Dec. 2.

The source of a crack in the foyer tile

floor is a mystery to both him and the
manufacturer of the floor, Roughley said.
In the final analysis, the conclusion has
been drawn that the wood frame of the
building was left exposed to inclement
weather for five weeks in the early stages
of construction due to a backorder of the
trusses. In the winter, the wood frame
would expand, causing the crack to be-
come more pronounced. In the summer,
the crack is hardly noticeable.

Roughley said most of the building defi-
ciencies have been corrected. The steps
to the front entrance need to be increased
by 3/8” to pass inspection. Also the hand-
rails need to be installed. Building inspec-
tor Lorne McLeod said he is awaiting the
final reports from Roughley so he can sign
off the building.

Kent Murray said the next council meet-
ing, slated for Dec. 17 at 10 a.m., would
be his last as the new council of West
Elgin would be in place for Jan 1.



Local students win in recent
'Farm safety poster contest’

Elgin County Rally met ul
yarmouth Centre Fire Hall No. 2
for the November meeting, Mrs.
Pauline  Lindsay  presded,
assisied by Lillian Larson.
Correspondence  included — an
appreciation letter  from  our
scholasship ~ winner Ao
Doelman, i
Suggestions as to future Farm
Safety Poster regulations, and
from Elgin Farm Safety Couneil
as well,

It is possible this will change
wilh restructuring in the county

Guest speaker Steven Parsons,
Fire Prevention Officer spoke (0
the group aboui Fire Safety
awareness, He also suggested
that students are the number orie
avenue of taking information
home 1o parents. Do not play
with matches, lighters. elc as
these are not loys.

Small extinguishers are not
sufficient in preventing [ires,
Stop ! Drop ! & Roll ! if clothies
cateh fire. In a smoke filled area
crawl as close to the floor as
possible. Have an escape plan in

your home, draw (his plan
including a meeting place and
call from a neighbour’s home.
Poster award winners were:
Kindergarten-  Poison i

Kitchen Cupboard

Brian Pelez- Aldborough Pulilic

School, Second place entry

Grade 1| & 2. Poison in

Father's Garage
1st.  Roben  Wilkins ol
Aldborough Public School
2nd. Tracy Donaldson of Dution
Dunwich .S,

Grade 3 & 4- Poison around

the Farm
151, Matalie Gash ol Aldborough
Public School
2nd- Jennifer Drummelsmith of
Dutton Dunwich Public Schoaol.
Grade 5 & 6 - Poison in the
Communily
1st. Jane McGill of Aldborough
Public School.
2nd Jessica Ambeose of Dutton
Dunwich .S,

Gilts were awarded @ these
winners by Pauline Lindsay of
the Women's  Institute  and
Shirley Bechard of Elgin County

fﬂ" Sal'c!x,
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A-roecé “"WI members to
visit Toronto's Casaloma

The Elgin County Women's
Instinme Rally Social was held
on Tuesday evening in Ko
Presbyierian  Church,  Fingal
hosted by River Road branch.
The chairman Pauline Lindsay
led the Institute Grace before the
bounteous  six-thirty  pot-luck
meal.

T_hz program  arranged by
chairman Pauline was on the
100th Women's Institute
anniversary celebration held in
June in Hamilton. Those taking

part included Grace Campbell,
Will  Johnston and  Pauline.
Twenty-two  countries  were
represented at this convention,
Of several interest were two
tapes: one from the Sussex
federation, first organized in

1915 with 6000 members in their
151 branches - a second lape was
of church bells being 1olled on
['.I.'b.. 19, 1997 ghe 100k
anniversary of the founding of
Wormen's Institute. The branches

Nov.l7, 8p.m. in the Callon
Hall,

Beny Rodgers chairman of the
Elgin County Pioneer Museum

in Great Britain sing J I
lo open their meetings. In
Canada we sing the Institute
Ode,

The Erlana Lee Museum Home
are filling a time capsule with
commemoralive articles of (he

100th anniversary to be opened
in 2047,

Special events were announced
by several branches. River Ruad
is hosting a coffee break Nov.6
9:30-12:00 a.m. at the home of
Mary Veenstra.  Calton are
hosting  their  annual  bazaar

Vol y ¢ announce
the Museum are sponsoring a bus
trip to Casaloma in Toronto on
Mov. 21st. The Dec. 5 collee
break is 9:30-11:30 with Elgin
East District in charge of the
Kitchen and server at this event.
Pauline reminded the group of
Lady's Day ai the Royal Winter
Fair Nov, 7.

The nexi rally meeting is Nov. 8
at Yarmouth Firehall #2 north of
Yarmouth Centre at 2p.m. with
farm safety awards presented at
2:30. s



Mr.lmic A Russell of Aldborough
lic School stand in front of the Mgwdeu.

Butterfly garden awaits winged visitors

Over 20 volunteers met at Aldborough Public School last Sun-

day to plant the butterfly garden. A
‘}r‘m;mpcl initiated by Susan Petemel and Pat Watlerworth is
a huge undertaking to beautify the front of the school whiel giving
students of the school a firsthand learning wol to ve the life
cycle of plants and insects. ;
JrPlanlsl:smd shrubs that are high in pollen were donated by resi-
dents and groups 1o encourage butterflies to make their home in
the garden. 1f you would like to become a Friend of the Butterfly
Garden, the group is still taking cash donations and plants. You
can contact Pelernel at 768-2842 or Watterworth at 768-1657.

NoV (991
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Meeting their goals- These two local members of the TOPS organization were recently bestowed with ' The

Best Acheiver Award” at a TOPs rally in Dorchester recently. From left to right they are : Sina Detfaan from |
Wardsville and Olive Chambers from West Lorne. ;

TOPS hold CTC rally in Dorchester -

Our Challenge 1o Change Rally
was  well atended with 85
present from the areas of Huron,
Perth, Elgin and pant of
Middlesex. Our area Caplain
Pam Baddams is kept busy
watching over the 28 chapiers
involved,

The "Area Best Acheiver” award
was locally by Olive
Chambers of West Lome. with
her loss of 68.25 Ibs. and
Wardville’s Sina Dellaan lost
50.25 lbs, for runner up. Both
ladies hold KOPS (Keep off
Pounds Sensibly) status  with
Sina  celebrating  her  first
anmiversary on Nov. 6.

won

Jean McRae of Ont, # 792 2 7
year KOPS received an award
for * No Red Mark” on her 1996
weight chart. Judy Tunks was
recogmzed as a "Backslider™
with a loss of 37.50 Ibs. with 3.5
Ibs. 10 po. Way to go Judy.
Colleen from the same chapter
On, # 4589 has lost 27.5 Ibs.
since July,

Rally Day afforded us a great
motivational  speaker, Mike
Moore who explained that while
we are laughing it's impossible 1o
worry-  laughter is the best

medicine
Many recognition awards were
given out during the day that

harmoniced  well  with  (he
singing, skits and comradeship

shared by all.

This months TOPS Program
focuses on our "Super Seniors”
with a discussion on  the
Challglrlg expectations of Tiness
and how exercise wards ofl the
elfects of aging.

Staying socially active by
volunteering  and talking w0
children 10 bridge the gencration
gap will help give seniors a
productive, healthy and mentally
active life. To contact TOPS call

1-800- 932-8677.
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The family of Fred & Frony Redinger nfl'l'a-'.'n‘ Lorne were blessed

to be able to celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on July

Christmas is in the air- Karrie Vandenberg and Florence MeCallum
were the orpanizers of the third annval Christmas Craft Show at the Eagle
Adult Community Centre recentlly. Once again the showe was a
tremendous suvcess as shoppers had o wide varirty of items 1o choose
from. Pattrons hid the choice of buving many hand crafied items,
inchuding Christmes decorations, wopdworking items, amd counery crodft
colfectibles,

. ; R 1 T |
The family of Eid & Anna McCallum invite you to aitend the
celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniversary on Saturday,
May 31, 1997 from 7:00pm to 10:00pm at the West Elgin Le-
gion Br. 221, West Lorne. Best Wi{ﬁes only please...
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The Chronicle

On hand for the ribbon cutting on Friday were: (left to right) Elgin County Warden Harry Mezenberg;
Gail Ure, Regional Director, Long Term Care Division; Dan Newman, MPP Scarborough Centre -
Parliamentary Assistant to Minister of Health; Fred Boyes, Director/Administrator, Elgin County

Homes and Rien Van Brenk, Chairman, Homes for Senior Citizens, Elgin County.

(K. Robinet)

"...a beautiful day in Elgin County!

BY: WENDY TUNKS

Rain didn’t dampen the spirits
of the residents and guests of the
Bobier Villa's official opening
ceremonies last Friday.

The opening, orginally planned
as an oulside event was held in
the beautifully decorated audito-
rium.

Fred Boyes, Director/Admin-
istrator said September 11, 1977
marked a milestone in Elgin
County history when Terrace
Lodge in Aylmer opened. He
praised the same commitment
then as today. “Today we can
look at the Bobier Villa with the
look of commitment and leader-
ship.” Boyes offered words of
praise to the politicians, architect,

*contractors and other members
of the committees who worked
over and above a working day
to complete the building.

Warden Harry Mezenberg
opened his remarks with, “it re-
ally is a beautiful day in Elgin
County, even if it is raining oul-
side.” He commended the plan-
ning commitees and volunteers
for a well thought-out building.
He also thanked Boyes: “If it
weren't for the dedication of the
staff, we wouldn't be here today
and that thanks goes to Fred
Boyes." Mezenberg also said the
project was brought in on time
and on budget.

He said people proved there is

a commitment in West Elgin.
Mezenberg closed his remarks
with acallto the residents of Elgin
County to start realizing the need
for a senior’s home in central
Elgin. Itis his hope a new build-
ing will be realized within two
years.

Dutton Reeve Hugh MacGinnis
said it would take all day to thank
the many people involved with
Bobier Villa. He felt the best day
was when the residents moved
from the old Bobier home into
their new quarters,

MPP for Elgin county, Peter
North said, “it is the character of
the residents of Elgin to contrib-
ute to such a project.”

The 57-bed, $5.7 million build-
ing was constructed under the
Canada/Ontario Infrastructure
Works program. The federal and

provincial govemments each con-
tributed $484,000 with the
county providing the remaining
$4.3 million. Elgin-Middlesex-
London MP Gar Knutson, who
was unable to attend, sent his
comments with his assistant Eva
Richardson.

"l am very pleased to join my
infrastructure partners in the
offical opening of Bobier Villa.
As well as being a haven for con-
valescent seniors, it offers a wide
range of home support services
that make it possible for seniors
to remain in their own homes,

"l congratulate all those who
have worked so diligently to bring
it to completion. It is a wonder-
ful example of what can be
achieved when governments
work together to benefit the lo-
cal community,"” said Knutson,
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Mother nalure unleashes her fury- The residents who live in this howuse on Graham St in West Lorne

awoke on Friday morning to discover that the tree in their front yard was resting on their truck and the fromt
Yard was lirtered with fallen debris. They were only one of the many residents in the arca who had fallen irees

and branches on their property after the ice storm left the area,

(Photo By B. Skeldoch). ) R, 97

Ice storm cripples West Elgin leaving
many residents without power for days

Maother nature visited West Elgin
and the rest of Southwestern
Ontario with a vengence last
week by putting an icy grip on
everything as we experienced the
area's worst ice storm in years,
Fi Iy her icy grip
during the daylight hours, but as
residents awoke last Friday

ing they were Jed 10
see the number of trees and
branches that collapsed under the
weight of the ice. Roadways
were blocked by branches and
limbs , well several thousand
area residents woke 1o find that
they were without hydro. For

Moving up to the b

,-uu:.-ar‘ﬂ' wears s new

some it was a cold icy vigil of
over 24 hours as hydro crews
worked around the clock 1o
repair fallen lines and restore
service (o area  homes  and
businesses.

In Rodney most of the
downtown core closed its doors
because of the lack of power,
Some area businesses benefitied
from the storm as the Jocal gas
stations (TLC, & the Dution
PennyPincher)  sold  record
volumes of gas as the service
centres on the 401 were shut
down because of the blackout
Area tree removal and  tree

trimming services were swamped
with calls from residents 10
remove the fallen debris of trees,
limbs and branches from their
properties and area  heating
companies strived to keep up
with the demand 1o get oil, gas
and propane furnaces going
again after the blackout.

It took area residents a few days
1o clean up the debris left behind
by Mother Nature's icy blast but
just think according 1o the
Jar spring is just around the
corner, but which one !,

il
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Another first for Wes! Lorne- Figure Skating Coach Patsy McGill
(left) stands proudly beside her young pupil Diann Vergeer as the pair
get ready to compete in the All Ontario Competitions in Waterloo later

this month.

MAR. 19491

Local figure skater to
compete in All Ontario

For the first time in recent
memory West Lome has a
member from its Figure Skating
Club  competing in the All
Ontario Competitions and that
person is Disnn Vergeer, who
has skated her way to the
prestigious event which will be
held  in Waterloo on March 15
& 16,

Diann recently placed second in
the qualifying round on Saturday
at  the Western Ontario
Competitions that were held at
Jordan (near Niagara Falls) and

then on Sunday she placed third
which gave her a final finish in
the top three which entitles her
top compete in the All Ontario
Competition,

She will compete at the All
Ontario competition as a member
of the Western Ontario Section
Team.

Diann is the daughter of Harry
and Joanne Vergeer and her
skating coach is Patsy McGill.
We all wish Diann Good Luck at
the All Ontario Competition.

- Local hocke:V

ig leagues - Ryan Rivard, JSrom West Lorne
L colors of the OHL Owen Sound Platters, Rivard
was picked by the OHL club early in the 4th round draft rece

player drafted by
OHL 'Platters’' ¢

The Red Wings have just won
hockey's most coveted treasure
"The Stanley Cup' and they have
players like Stevie "Y', and the
Russian line but West Lorne has
Ryan Rivard,

Rivard was drafted last week in
the underage draft by the Owen
Sound Platters of the Ontario
Hockey League. The move up to
the Platiers is a dream come true
for the West Lome native who
has always dreamed of playing in
the OHL and maybe just maybe
the NHL.

Last year Rivard plated Tier Il
Ir. A hockey with the Quinte
Hawks.

Rivand plays right wing and is 6'

1997

3" and 185 Ibs. can throw his
muscle around with the best of
them.

He reports 10 the Platters on
June 26 for fitness tests and will
also be joining them at their
hockey camp which opens
Labour Day Weekend.

To get in shape for the bigger
leagues Rivard is currently
laking  some conditioning
training from Dave Vowel and is
also doing some power skating
with the help of Wally Black 1o
make sure he is in step with his
leammates come this September,
We all wish Ryan all the best in
the upcoming hockey season ,
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Another lucky winner- Aﬁ'mh{'n af the PROWL ( ommrh‘u‘ r{'u'!l!'.l') drew the winner of the
limited edition Peter Robson print that was donated to them by Godfather’s Pizza in West Lorne. The
draw the Bank of Monireal and the lucky winner of the print was Shirley Walker of RR ¥2 West
Lorne. The Committee generated $586 on the sales of tickets that will be donated 1o the Community
Complex. Shown drawing the winninmg ticket are PROWL members from left 1o right. Rosalie Krebsz
, Alberta Jones, Ray Jobson, Veronica Sewell from the Bank of Montreal and Hazel Stalker

- July 7, 1997

Ed Woelk of.
his 1949 Ford pickup.

Bargain hunters checked out the specials at Krebsz Jrh’fﬂﬂy as
part of the Friday/Saturday sidewalk sales. Marg Varga was among
ihe shoppers helped by Rosalie Krebsz and Julie Begin.

It all ended with a bang.



GRICULTURE HALL OF FAME:

February 2, 1998 -
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-{ Three names were added to the Elgin Federation of Agriculture
Hall of Fame at the annual banquet. Ed Segsworth, left, president of
the Ontario Federation of Agriculture, was on hand to congratulate
those inducted into the Hall of Fame, including Kenneth Watterworth
and Giles Hume. At right is Paul Mistele, president of the EFA. (T-J

photo)

Three join Elgin ’'s

Ag Hall of Fame

By MARG BERRY
TIMES-JOURNAL STAFH
Three new names were

added to the Elgin Feder-
ation of Agriculture Hall
of Fame at the federa-
tion's annual banquet on
Saturday.

About 350 people at-
tended the 1998 annual
dinner and dance, which
EFA president Paul Mis-
tele said was meant to be
a fun night for people to
enjoy.

The EFA Hall of Fame
recognizes those who
have contributed  oul-
standing service lo agri-
culture in Elgin.

“Often these people are
not appreciated in their
home town,” Mistele ex-
plained. “So we have
three individuals each
vear that we like to recog-
nize for endeavors in the
realm of agriculture.”

The three new names
to be inscribed on the
Hall of Fame plague this
year are |)llﬁl|[:}' “utcher,
Kenneth  Walterworth
and Giles Hume,

Futcher received the
honor posthumously for
her service to agriculture
which included her in-
volvement  with  the
Women's Institute, her
major role in founding
the Elgin County Pioneer
Museum, and her service
as a director on the Uni-
versity of Guelph board
of directors and the Royal
Winter Fair Board. Two of
her adult children, Al
Futcher and  Isabel
{Futcher) Martin, were in
attendance Saturday. Her
two other adult children
are John Futcher and
Robin (Futcher) Jeffrey.

Watterworth received

his honor because of his
expertise and success in
the cattle industry. In the
1950s he sold a bull to the
Japanese for breeding
stock. He also served on
the Chicken Board of On-
lario,

Hume was recognized
for cultivating leadership
amaong the youth of Elgin.
He was heavily involved
with the promotion of the
4-H Clut program, and
helped organize a 4-H
camp. Mistele said Hume
was also a top producing
dairy farmer in his day.

Ed Segsworth of Mil-
ton, president of the On-
tario Federation of Agri-
culture, was at the annual
banquet. Before the din-
ner he said he was
rludscd to be there. “I
have met the inductees,

and they are very fine
gentlemen,” he  said.
“They are well-deserving
of the award.”

In his speech to those in
altendance, he said the
OFA would continue to
lobby the government to
reinvest in agriculture in
Ontario. He also talked
about the devastation of
the January ice storm on
farm communities in the
east, “That's high on our
gtriurily list right now,”

psworth said.

On a lighter note, spe
cial puest speaker Neil
Aitchison talked about
nonsense and how benefi-
cial it can be. He delivered
some tips on how to han-
dle change and stress.
“We have to learn to take
ourselves much less seri-
ously,” Aitchison said.

' Three residents
to enter EFA
Hall of Fame

The Elgin Federation of|
Agriculture (EFA) will induct
three local residents into the |
EFA Hall of Fame this week- I
end at a banquet in St. Tho- |
mas.

Receiving plaques will be
Giles A. Hume (RR #2
Springfield), Mrs. Dorothy E.
Futcher - deceased (formerly
of RR #1 St. Thomas) and
Kenneth D. Watterworth
(Wesl Lome).

Watterworth, 82, has had
his hand in farming since the
rage of five and it wasn't until
recently that he retired. Over
his 77 years in the business,
Watterworth dealt in cash
crop, cattle farming and egg
farming.

'Kenneth D. Watterworth
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Elgin County has received additional funding from the
provincial goverament to help fund highway maintenance
and bridge repair on the roads that have been transferred

Bruce Smith.

from provincial to municipal control. Here, Elgin County Warden
Perry Clutterbuck, left, accepts the cheque from Middlesex MPP

Elgin gets $6.7m - but want more

Elgin County received a third instal-
ment for highway maintenance and bridge
repair this past week with a cheque for
$1,044,578 from the provincial govern-
ment. But that's not enough according to
county officials.

The latest cheque brings the total re-
ceived from the province to $6.7 mil-
lion. The funding is part of an initiative
to assist municipalities with their new re-
sponsibilities for highways which have

Paul Mayne
The Chronicle

St. Clair Pipelines and TransCanada
PipeLines are still more than a year away

been transferred from provincial to mu-
nicipal control.

were transferred from the province to
Elgin County. They include Highways #

But Elgin County Manager of Engineer-
ing Services Clayton Watters says the $6.7
million isn'tenough.

"We figure we need $16.8 to cover the
work needed on the roads that are now
our responsibility," he says. "If we don't
get it from the government it would have
to come from the taxpayers."

A total of 135 kilometres of highway

approximately 125 properties on the
proposed route affecting about 100
landowners.

The most important concern of
landowners were agricultural features, along

3,4,19,73,74 and 76.

Watters says the money given to Elgin
County was a certain percentage for the
roads they received, The money is needed
for road maintenance and capital work.

Elgin County officials will be meeting
with Transportation Minister Tony
Clements this Tuesday to request addi-
tional funds,

Pipeline project moving ahead

diagonal severances were also important
factors brought up in many of the forums

held along pipeline route.
And that's what Bill Wachsmuth of St.
Clair Pipeline says the

from laying the first pipe

route will attempt to do.

: 2 [ T——
in the 146 kilometre Ly R ™ g e iy “We're making the
i aiere SR T\ MIEDLFSEX | ho e atfected by the
. step, who are affected by the
which is 1o finalize the P, ipeline and assure them
preferred route and make B LA MBTON S th'f we're not going to
an official upplic:!ticm 0 s e N do something that will
tl{u: T;li::l[;[:;ll ‘f_.:nc‘rlgy ; * Memtary Q\' 4 ¥ l]url them,"” he says.
Inar( :B), is being = 7 oardavine *None of these plans are
done. - setion stone, That's why
All parties involved N | el ceeeaae . ot Lo 7N | we have these forums -
the $178 million project e P o ™ to get input. Every
were in West Lorne L s & ' concern is legitimate."
recently as part of a AT Trhlpky > - Once approval is

public forum to answer questions and
address any concerns that landowners on
the route may have, There are

with environmental and socio-economic
features. Minimizing disruption to
agricultural land, tile drainage and avoiding

given from the NEB, construction will
begin begin in
& & See Pipeline Page 3
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WE tax bills
running late

You may be wondering why
you haven't received your tax bill
yel. Don't worry, it's on its way.

There have been some
difficulties at the municipal
offices in printing the bills.
However, the problem has been
solved and bills will be sent out
beginning today (March 16).

Due to the fact the bills were
late getting to residents, the return
deadline has been extended. The
previous deadline of March 23
has now been extended to April
6,

employee.

VanVaerenbergh, who began
work Feb. 23, brings close 10 20
years experience o the roads
department.

Park proposal
in West Lorne

West Elgin Council was in
agreement on a request to use
the area along the railroad in West
Lome for a conservation park.

The request was made by
Harold Lancaster of the West
Lorme Horticultural Society.
Council suggested that the
railroad company by contacted
1o see if they have any concerns.

West Elgin's newest fire station is beginning to take shape . The five-bay station, located
net door to the West Elgin Municipal offices, is scheduled to be complete in mid-May.
Here, Bill Smith of William A, Smith Construction cuts plywood for the roof.

Februory 23, 1998

F'ﬂpem'ﬂfl‘ for Elgin County OPP Constable Bob Maginnis will be easier and faster thanks 1o the
Rodney Community Policing Committee. The group raised funds locally to purchase a brand new Pentivm
200 computer for Rodney office, based owt of the town hall. The computer was a much needed updare
for the OPP, who wish 10 extend their thanks to everyone who helped out in this cause. Here, Ma {:'nni.:'
takes a break from his paperwork to check out the OPP Internet site. ‘ i
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