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The Famous Five 
On October 18, 1929, the women who would come to be known as the "Famous 
Five," changed history when they won the Persons Case. Since then, women have 1 

been considered 'persons' and thus have the right to be appointed to the Senate. To 
commemorate the 80th anniversary of the Famous Five changing history, the Senate 
voted to appoint these extraordinary women honourary senators- the only Canadians 
to be given this recognition. 

In early June, a statue of the Famous Five was unveiled at the Manitoba Legislature 
in Winnipeg. After visiting the statue with her family shortly after the unveiling, WI 
Member Mary Janes (pictured) says, "The statue is very lifelike. One would like to pick 
up the hat from the ground, or talk to the women about the document they are signing." 

Middlemarch WI 
Members of Middlemarch WI (London Area) recently had a sign erected 
to commemorate the history of the Middlemarch Corner. Opening 
remarks were made by the local MPP, the Warden, and the Mayor. WI 
Members and their families cleaned up garbage, levelled the land, 
planted grass, and will be planting shrubs under the sign. The major 
fundraising event was a Pork BBQ which is held annually at a WI 
Member's farm. 

LEFT: Middlemarch WI Members unveil their new sign for the community. 

Elgin County District 
Congratulations to Grace Campbell 
(L) and Nancy McGregor (R) who 
were both recipients of the "Woman 
of Excellence Fair Award." Grace 
Campbell has been an active 
participant with the Wallacetown 
Agricultural Society for 45 years, 
particularly the Women's Division of 

Home Crafts and Culinary Arts. She has served as a judge, a Fair Board 
Director, and has helped to create displays. Grace has been a 4-H club 
leader and a Member of Cowal WI for 50 years! Nancy McGregor has been 
an avid exhibitor and contributor for the Rodney-Aid borough Agricultural 
Society for many years, winning several titles as culinary champion. She 
is secretary for the society and has spearheaded many fundraisers. Nancy 
has been a Member of Crinan WI for over 20 years. 
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Grits ignore 
rural Ontario 
on abattoirs 
I t is an indisputable fact that the Dalton 

Gang has pretty much ignored rural 0 ntario 
during its seven-plus years in power. 

However, on some files, being ignored 
would have been better than being put under 
a Toronto-based microscope. We could have 
avoided all that meddling based on book 
learnin' rather than real world experience. 

Jin Merriam 

Today, the topic is the continuing closure of 
small abattoirs throughout rural Ontario, due 
to the twin burdens of o~erous regulations and 
enough paperwork to choke a: Clydesdale. 

Apparently one hand doesn't know what 
the other one is doing, even within individual 
Ontario ministries. 

In this case, the one hand is promoting the 
local food movement. Farmers are encouraged 
to sell locally as consumers are being urged to 
buy from loCal producers, a la 100-mile diet. 

But the other hand is forcing the closing of 
small abattoirs, leaving farmers unable to get 
meat processed. 

Local abattoirs have thrived for generations 
with no harm, no foul. (Little is known about 
any exceptions.) It's the bigger operations that 
have added words such as listeria, the name of 
a deadly bacterium, to our vocabulary. 

Without local abattoirs, farmers must deal 
exclusively with the open market, which is 
dominated by the big boys who have taken over 
the slaughter and sales processes, as well as the 
lion's share of pro~ts .. 

What go~s into the meat.we buy, or how it is 
handled, doesn't seem to be any of our busi
ness, as far as the province is concerned. 

One group that is prepared to do something 
about the abattoir issue is the Federated 
Women's Institute of Ontario (FWIO). 

President Carol Innes and a group of 
members of this organization met with Carol 
Mitchell, minister of agriculture, food and rural 
affairs, to discuss concerns about the loss of 
small abattoirs. 

The FWIO, by the way, is a force with which 
to be reckoned. It has 500 branches across rural 
Ontario and is part of a national and interna
tional network of rural women. 

"We are entering a danger zone where 
Ontario's ability to support the growing 
demand for locally produced and processed 
meat and poultry is at stake," Innes said in a 
statement following the meeting. "It is ironic 
that as consumer demand for safe, locaJ, 
organic, culturally specific and environmen- · 
tally sensitive meat and poultry is growing, 
we are losing our capacity to supply that 
market. 

"We believe that small abattoirs are over
regulat~d and do not pose the same challenges 
to public healtb and safety as large processing 
plants. We have a good regulatory system in 
Ontario and we support it." 

In the same statement, Minister Mitchell 
raised the issue of food safety, which obviously 
will be the bugaboo behind which the Dalton 
Gang will hide on this issue. 

Of course no one would suggest food safety 
isn't a foremost concern, but again, history 
shows the big plants have faced more safety 
issues than small ones. 

The Ontario branch of the National Farmers 
Union (NFU) also is on record on the abattoir 
issue: At the same time as the Ontario govern
ment encourages farmers to seek local markets 
and add value to their farm products, it is creat
ing ~egulations that push those doing this out of 
busmess. Small abattoirs are "jewels in .the food 
system." 

One NFU official said the problem is the 
same as many others that have emerged from 
this government. It uses a sledgehammer to do 
fine carpentry work. 

In October~ voters get a chance to return 
the favour. 

jmerriam@bmts.com 



1 BYGONE DAYS~ Women's Institute branches serve as keepers of history, 1973 
The history of communities al~ 
across Canada was contained in the 
Tweedsmuir Hi.story Books, carefully 
compiled arid kept by Women's 
Institute branches, including those 
~tgin cO.iftty.ln February, l973, 

wort<shops were held in Elgin under 
the direction of Mrs. R. C. Walker, the \ 
provincial curator. In this photograph, I 
some of the 25 branch curators 
from Elgin West Wls gathered in the 
crimmunity hall in Dutton. From left 
- Mrs. Gordon Gow, Dutton, president 
of Elgin West Women's Institute; Mrs. 
Walker; Mrs. Herbert Jackson, Fingal, 
curator for Elgin West; and Mr:s. R. H. 
McNeil, Dutton, secretary of Dutton's 
WI branch. Anyone with information on 
this photograph or to request a reprint. 
please ca/1519·631-1460 ext.154. To view 
or comment on this photograph, visit 
the Archives' flickr site: http://bit.ly/ 

TIMES· JOURNAL COLLECTION cP3YCX. 
Cowtesy of the Elgin County Archives 

• BYGONE DAYS: East Elgin Women's Institute holds tea in Sparta in 1979 

In February,l979,·rnembers of the \ 
East Elgin Women's Institute held 
their Tweedsmuir Tea at The Forge 1 
and Anvil, Sparta. The popular 
event was attended by scores of 
women from Elgin and St. Tbomas. 
as well as guests from more distant 
points. The committee in charge 
included Miss Catherine McDowell, 1 
left, Mrs. Marjorie Carter, Mrs. 
Gowan Young, Mrs. Walter Rogers, I 
Mrs. R. J. Ferguson, Mrs. Harold 
Nichols, Mrs. Harold Davis, and Mrs' 
William Anderson, seated, convener 
of the successful event Anyone 
with information on this photograph 
or to request a reprint, please call 
519-631-1460 ext.154. To view or 

TIMES-JOURNAL COLLECTION comment on this photograph, visit 
Courtesy of the Elgin County Archives the Archives' flickr site: http://bit.lyl 
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Celebrating 95 years. 
JESSE CNOCKAERT/THE CHRONICLE 

Members of the Clachan Women's Institute celebrated the organi
zation's 95th anniversary Feb. 23 at the Clachan Community Hall. 
They enjoyed a lunch, an anniversary cake and a performan~ by 
Daisy-May the clown. Grace Campbell, the Elgin County District 
President of the Women's lnsitute was there as a guest speaker. 
The Clachan Community Hall has been nearly finished renova
tions including a new furnace, windows and bathroom. The reno
vations were made possible through a Trillium grant the W.l. 
received in the amount of.$30,600. 

A beautiful quilt donated for charity. JESSE CNOCKAERT!THE CHRONICLE 

Grace Campbell, president of the Elgin County District Women's Institute, showed off a 
quilt which was hand-made by Ruby McGugan, a member of the Wallacetown Women's 
Institute. McGugan donated her quilt and it will be raffled off"April 4 at Bobier Villa 
between 9:30a.m. and 11 :30 a.m. Funds will go toward the West Elgin Daffodil Auxiliary 
Cancer Fund. 



11 pointofview 

Taste, brains, resi I ience ... 
This day's for you, ladies 
M ore than one million people ral

lied in 1911 on the first Interna
tional Women's Day in Austria, Denmark, 
Germany and Switzerland. A remarkable 
fact, given that at the time gender equal
ity and women'.s empowerment were little 
more than radical ideas. 

Over the past 100 years this day has 
fortunately been spared the commercialism 
that overtook other events such as 
Mothers' Day. International Women's 
Day- celebrated around the globe March 
8 - remains an opportunity to recognize 
women's progress, and focus attention on 
human rights and improving lives for all 
women. 

Perhaps it's unders~dable that 
International Women's Day slipped off 
Hallmark's radar- but that doesn't mean it 
shouldn'_t incorporate an element of fun. 

It would be wr~ng- even on 
International Women's Day- to suggest 
women are better than men. Yet they do 
have unique strengths that can be studied, 
documented and proved beyond doubt. 

As an example it is universally recognized 
- except in lame misogynistic jokes - t,hat 
women are better drivers than men. Men 
are five times more likely to die in a car 
crash (In fairness, studies show men are 
better parkers). 

The argument about who is smarter, 
men or women, dates back to Neanderthal 
times. There likely is no answer to this. 
However, scientists have established 
women's brains work, generally, faster than 
men's brains and they perform better at 
timed tests. A woman's brain has a larger 
corpus collusum, meaning she is better at 
transferring data between the right and left 
hemisphere. Larger frontal and temporal 
lobes provide a biological reason for 
women's superiority in language-associated 
thoughts. 

Studies indicate women have a better 
sense of smell than men, and yes, they can 
taste beer better. Oh, the irony. 

Far from being the weaker sex, women 
tolerate pain better than do men, yet they 
have more nerve endings. Researchers 
theorize that because women experience 
more pain throughout their lives, especially 
in childbirth, they are just better at it. · 

Women have stronger immune systems 
than men, owing to their levels of estrogen. 
It may help explain why women live an 
average of five years longer. Most of the 
world's centenarians are women. That is, 
of all the people alive today who were born 
before the first International Women's Day, 
85% of them are women. Oh, the irony. · 

Happy International Women's Day to all,. 

-Andrea D~Meer tV\ L\"" c h ~ .IU) II 



Wallacetown Women's Institute News 
Kathy Minnema 

The Wallacetown Women's Institute met at 
the South Dunwich Community Hall for its 
March meeting. There were seven members, 
two visiting WI members from River Road, 
and two guests present. 

President Helen Van Brenk opened the 
meeting, Kathy Minnema read the minutes 
from November, December and January 
meetings and Louie Lackey gave the treasur
er's report. 

The Spring Women's Institute Mystery Tour 
and Men Too will be held June 4, sponsored 
by the Wallacetown WI. Meet at 8 a.m. sharp 
at Dunwich Community Hall. 

Helen Van Brenk gave the Elgin County 
Museum report on upcoming exhibits: Elgin 
County General Store runs until Aug. 21; 
Jumbo, the Greatest Show on Earth, June 8 to 
Aug. 21; and Clark McDougall: Barns, Sept. 
12 to Nov. 27. 

Five members attended the Wmter Picnic 
at Yarmouth Centre United Church--- Sally 
Mcintyre, Darlene Ford, Mary Gillett, Louie 
Lackey and Kathy Minnema. The hosts were 
Kingsmill- Mapleton and Yarmouth Glen 
women's institutes. 

Repairs are needed for the Erland Lee 
Home and FWIO is asking for support from 
all institutes in Ontario. 

The FWIO also would like all institutes to 
get Tweedsmuir History Books digitalized on 
Uie genealogical website. · 

Kay Waite has resigned as our ROSE pro
gram co-ordinator. It was decided everyone 
would pitch in and help with this position. 

Helen Van Brenk introduced our guest 
speaker, Duncan McPhail, and his wife 
Norma. 

Mr. McPhail is chair of the Elgin County 
International Plowing Match from Sept. 20-25 
east of St. Thomas on Hwy. 3. 

This is the fourth IPM held in Elgin. The 
first was in 1940 on Hwy. 4, south of St. Tho
mas, where horses were used by Mitch 
Hepburn. 

In 1960, it was held near Springfield. This 
was. the first Queen of the Furrow program 
and our own Lynda Prong won. The third, in 
1985 was held near Talbotville. This started 
theRVpark. 

Duncan McPhail reminded u s that when 
you are looking through a car windshield, it is 
a Jot to do, but when you look through the 
rear window you see what you have accom
plished and it is amazing, when you take it 
step by step. 

Kathy Minnema thanked Duncan McPhail 
f01; sharing this information with us. 





THE UNSPOILED WEST 

land of resources, opportunity and beauty 

I~s location half way between St. Thomas and Chatham has made it an ideal 

strategic location for heads up industries looking for proximity to both 

manufacturing centres. 

The wild beauty and opportunity of still undeveloped Lake shore make it a 

passive recreationists dream whether bird-watching bald eagles with West Elgin 

Nature Club or tramping through the guided trails of our local Carolinian forests. 



Our 50 slip Port Glasgow Marina, beach, small private airstrip and 4 nearby 

trailer resorts cater to both pickerel fishers and the more laid back vacationers. 

Like good western partners the main streets of West Lorne and Rodney don't 

think there is any thing wrong with a little friendly competition, giving the casual 

shopper both value and choice while enjoying the pleasant setting of our twin 

turn-of-the-century railroad villages. 

Rich in both land and the hard working people it attracted, West Elgin, is open 

for business. Local farm and nursery enterprises have seen great success in the 

last few years as people with drive and vision can still find opportunity here in 

the west. 

Making it happen is our number one priority. We have three commercial 

industrial areas, fully serviced with in steps of 401 but it's the local let's get it 

done attitude that is our real asset. West Lorne, 60 years ago had the foresight 

to start what has become a state of the art water service supplying water to 6 

surrounding municipalities ensuring future growth to the whole area. 

Four schools including West Elgin High School, a Community Health Centre, two 

Libraries, top notch recreation activities including arena and pool are just some 

signs of a community putting people first. 


	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060



