
Guelph ON: November 19, 2009 
Joy Trimble, President of the Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario and Don 
Hinchley, President of the Ontario Genealogical Society, today signed an agreement 
to digitize and place on line the rural histories known as the Tweedsmuir Histories. 

Since 1920 the Ontario Branches of the Women's Institute have been gathering local 
history and preserving it in book form. Because the WI is largely a rural organization, 
these are histories of small communities. There are about a thousand of them, 
comprising an estimated half million pages of local Ontario history. They are one-of
a-kind and only a few have been photocopied or digitized. Many are in delicate 
condition and so are at-risk documents. The project will take at least three years. As 
they are prepared, the digitized Histories will be placed in the OGS e-Library where 
anyone can borrow and read them. There will be a small borrowing fee; the money 
wi ll go to the maintenance of the original Histories and to the operation of the 
lending system. The project will identify, conserve, preserve, and digitize all 
available Ontario Tweedsmuir Histories. 

Tweedsmuir Histories 

The Women's Institute has been interested in local history since 1920. In the late 
1940s, Lady Tweedsmuir (wife of a former Governor-General of Canada and an 
active participant in the WI) encouraged the creation of local histories by each WI 
Branch. Of the then 1 500 WI Branches, 989 are known to have created a local 
history of their area. The books include a history of the local settlers in the area, the 
agricultural practices and industries that formed the basis of the local economy, the 
social institutions such as churches, schools and community centres, and local 
personalities. For many tiny communities, the Tweedsmuir History is the only history 
created. Copyright to the Tweedsmuir Histories is owned by the Federated Women's 
Institutes of Ontario. 

Women's Institute 

The first Women's I nstitute was established in Stoney Creek, Ontario in 1897 and 
has grown to be an international organization. The provincial body for the WI 
Branches is the Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario (FWIO), a not-for-profit 
charitable organization with affiliations around the world, working with and for 
women in rura l and small-town Ontario. Through the network of Branches, they offer 
educational programming and community support; advocate for socia l, 
environmental and economic change; and work towards the personal growth of all 
women, for home and country. Originally set up to provide training and education to 
women and to address concerns in rural communities, the WI now offers women a 
mutual support structure as well as an opportunity to advocate on important issues 
close to its members' hearts. The WI has become a fundamenta l part of many 
women's lives throughout the world. It is committed to developing women's talents 
and today has links with over 8 million women in some 60 countries. The FWIO has 
about 6 000 Members in Ontario. 

Ontario Genealogical Society 

The Ontario Genealogical Society (OGS) is a registered charity, founded in 1961 with 
the mandate ''To encourage, assist and bring together all those interested in the 
pursuit of family history''. It has slightly less than 5 000 Members, most living in 



Ontario although a significant number live elsewhere. The OGS has 30 Branches in 
all parts of Ontario and two Special Interest Groups. 

The OGS operates a scanning project named "Keeping and Valuing Ontario's 
Heritage" which enables it, in partnership with Ontario's heritage organizations such 
as archives, museums and libraries, to digitize and place on the OGS website 
considerable quantities of material of genealogical value. The project has been 
underway for six months and is still in the datagathering stage. The Tweedsmuir 
Histories will be a significant component of this project. The project has received 
core funding from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, the Cultural Strategic Investment 
Fund of the Ontario Ministry of Culture, and the Jackman Foundation. 

Additional funding is being sought for the conservation and preservation of the 
Tweedsmuir Histories and to fund the salaries of interns to help train future 
professionals in the conservation, preservation, and digitization of paper documents. 

The Elgin County Museum was founded 
in 1957 by Elgin County branches of 
the Women's Institutes and lODE. 
The museum was originally located 
at 32 Talbot Street in St. Thomas in 
the " Duncombe Home". In 2006, the 
museum was relocated to its new facility 
in the Elgin County Administration 
Building. In recognition of our past, 
the multi-purpose room is called "The 
Founders' Room" to acknowledge the 
strong support received by Women's 
Institutes and the lODE. 



Elgin County Muse~m 
450 Sunset Drive, St. Thomas, Ontario 
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Tuesday to Saturday 10 to 4 
519.631.1460 ext. 160 

Gtna Coady 

Archivist Assistant 
gcoady@elgin-county.on.ca 

Community and Cultural Services 
450 Sunset Drive 
St. Thomas. Ontario, N5R 5V1 

Phone: 519-631-1460 ext. 154 
Fax: 519·631-9209 
www.elgin-county.on.ca 

Progressive by Nature 

Visit to the E lgin County Archives 

On July 28, 2010, Shirley Walker, Leola Lawrence, Martha Groniger and Barbara 
Popham travelled to the Elgin County Archives in St. Thomas. Miss Gina Coady, 
archivist assistant, made previous Tweedsmuir history collections available for viewing. 

Miss Coady also provided valuable information and hints about protecting and 
preserving future collections. 
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t ~ Women's Institute's Accomplishments 1: 
~ ~ ~ 
~ '« ~ · ~ By lobbying Government Agencies. the following concerns have been addressed , ~ 
~ .... 
~ '• ~ •!• Mandatory stopping for school buses with tlashing.lights. · • 
~ ... 
~ (• Signs at tail way crossings. . : . .. 
~ •) Painting of white lines on Provincial Highways. • 
~ ... 
~ <• Use of easily understood labels on food products. 1 ~ 
~I .... 
~ (• Enforcement of the proper use of slow-moving (SMV) signs. ·• 
~ , ... 

' ~ •) Inclusion of Music and Family Studies in the school curriculum. ': 
1 · ~ 
~ •:• Pasteurization of milk. • 
~ •'. ... 
~ •!• Removal of metal staples from frozen foods. ~ 
~ ... 
~ •!• Establishing the International Peace Gardens on the border between Manitoba and • 
1 ... 
~ North Dakota • 
~ ~ 

~ •!• Banning the sale of mineral based detergents. i: . ... 
~ •!+ Having bread wrapped ~ 
~ ... •) Having~~ removed from bacon Mm.. ____ _______ - --~ 

•:• Having florescent paint used on the sides of railway cars. 

+ Labeling of gannents as to fiber content and care. 

•!• Requiring car owners to purchase liability insurance before getting a vehicle 

license. 

-!• Hospital benefits for all nursing homes. 

-!• ~datory TB testing for food handlers. 
:Jr 

•!• Establishing MacDonald Hall of the University of Guelph. 

ott• Establishing Brock University in St Catherine's. 

ott• Having poison containers clearly marked 

•!• Legislation requiring the lowering of headlights when meeting another vehicle. 

+ Sex education courses in schools. 

... 
1: 
~~ 
• .... ... .. • ... . ... 
.... ... .... ,.. 
... 
~ ,.. 
... 
~ ... .. .. ... ... . ... ... 

•t• Legislation requiring breathalizer and blood testing for suspected drunk drivers. • ... 
•) flaving fowl grnded for sale. I: 
+ Marking the legal marriage age at sat.een years with parental consent = 

.... 
•) Encouraging War Memorials and Remembrance Day Services. • . : ~ •!+ Living Wills established ..,.. 

~ ... 
~ .. 
~ .... ' , ... ,..~~·····~··~··········~·~··y ....... ~.~~·~fff~¥f¥~ffff~ 



Plan Your Visit! 
The Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead is situated on 
a beautiful piece of property in Brant County, just north 
of Brantford, Ontario. Picnic facil ities and expansive 
grounds are available for rental for family reunions, 
summer picnics and other special occasions. Please call 
ahead to verify availability. 

The Homestead can also be rented by groups looking for 
a unique meeting facility! Bring your Women's Institute 
branch, Red Hatters group, quilting party or any other 
collection of individuals looking for an interesting place 
to hold a gathering. 

Guided tours of the Homestead can be provided to 
anyone wishing to bring a group for a visit. Group rates 
apply for pre-booked tour groups. 

Please visit our website or call for more information 
regarding pre-booked group visits and picnic facility 
rentals. 

Owned and operated by 
Federated Women's Institutes 
of Canada 
359 Blue lake Road, P.O. Box 209 
St. George, ON NOE 1NO 

Adelaide Hunter 
Hoodless Homestead 

. #359 

.__ Blue Lake Rd. 

.__ Hwy 5 to Paris 

t 
N 

Hwy 5 to St. George ---. 

• Adelaide Hoodless 
Memorial cairn 

Hwy 24 to Brantford 

+ 

Hours of Operation 
September to May: Tuesdays l Oam - 4pm 

May to Aug :Tuesday to Friday lOam- 4pm 
Other times by appointment. 

Adtlilaitdte
Fiunl e)r 

Bta(i)dltels s 
Ht8)JD(elste~aJd 

"Educate a boy and ya~ 
educate a man, but 

educate a girl and yoa 
educate a family." 
-Adelaide Hunter Hoodless 



Adelaide Hunter Hoodless was born at the Homestead on 
February 27, 1857. She was the youngest of eleven children 
born to David and Jane Hunter. Adelaide spent her youth at 
the Homestead, attending German School and later ladies 
College in Brantford. In 1881 she married John Hoodless, 
a successful furniture manufacturer from Hamilton. Through 
her personal experiences, Adelaide recognized the need to 
raise the level of education for girls in canada. She achieved 
this by convincing the Department of Education to introduce 
the study of Domestic Science into public schools in Ontario 
and eventually across the country. Adelaide further advanced 
Domestic Science by writing the first Ontario textbook and 
helping to establish three teacher training facilities. Within 
her volunteer work she is also credited with helping to 
esl'abtish the Y.W.C.A, the Victorian Order of Nurses and the 
...,... fAiuncil of Women. Adelaide is perhaps best known 

lie .._., behind the foundation of the Womeo's 

John and Adelaide were married in cainsville on September 
14th, 1881. John brought his new bride to Hamilton and 
eventually they set up residence at a home called Eastcourt. 
Adelaide was a typical Victorian woman, active in church 
and volunteer work while starting a family. The couple 
had four children: Edna Clarkson (b. July 7, 1882), Joseph 
Bernard (b. December 10, 1884), Muriel Adelaide (b. July 
27, 1886) and John Harold (b. June 23, 1888). Adelaide 
was a caring mother who prided herself on her skill as a 
mother and housewife. Tragedy struck in 1889, when John 
Harold died of summer complaint, an intestinal ailment 
caused by contaminated milk. It is this terrible incident that 
put Adelaide on her crusade to have local dairies adhere 
to pasteurization codes, and to teach women throughout 
Canada the skills needed to properly care for their children 
and homes. 

Adelaide's 
Homestead 

The Adelaide Hunter Hood less Homestead is a restored 
early nineteenth century Neo-Gothic style farmhouse. 
It was· built in 1830 by John Bray and purchased by 
Adelaide's father, David Hunter, in 1851. Adelaide was 
born and lived here until she was married. The house 
was purchased by the Federated Women's Institutes 
of canada in 1959 and restored as a historic site. The 
restoration is of the period when the family lived there 
and reflects life in mid 19th century rural Ontario. The 
Homestead has a vast collection of artifacts which 
were largely donated by members of the community 
and Women's Institutes. A few family possessions are 
also part of this unique collection. Over the years, 
the Homestead has received many designations as a 
National and Provincial Historic Site as well as being 
the birthplace of Adelaide, one of canada's Most 
Eminent Citizens! 
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Westloole 
Women's Institute News 

The monthly meeting of the West 
Lome Women's Instihlte took place 
April6 at the West FJgin Community 
Complex and all annual reports and 
business were received. Shirley 
Walker opened the meeting with the 
singing of the Women's Institute Ode 
followed by The Mary Stewart Collect 
being recited in unison 

Dues were paid for the 2010-11 
year as well as volunteer hours for the 
previOJ.IS year being recorded. 

Roll Call was answered by stating 
who was Prime Minister of Canada 
when they were born. Most women 
were born under William Lyon 
McKenzie King. He was in power 
three different times and only out of 
office for a few months in 1926 when 
Arthur Meighen was in power. One 
member was born in England under 
Ramsey MacDonald and another 
member was born in Holland when 
Queen Wllhemina was reigning. 

A detailed financial report was 
given for the year and had been 
audited. A request was made for a 
donation to help with renovations of 
the Women's Institute museum at 
Stoney Creek, which was granted and 
a cheque will be sent 

The annual district report was read 
West Lome and Crinan were asked to 
host the 2011 annual meeting. 

The Rose Program report was given 
by Mary Liepmann. · 

Six members were asked to help at 
the international plowing match to 
be held near St. Thomas in 
September. · 

The Cancer tea. which is to be held 
this Saturday at the Bobier Home, 
requires baking and 'yard sale' items 
for their tables and several members 
have volunteered to help that day. 

It was decided to hold a bake sale 
and yard sale again this year at the 
annual Cowboys Days to be held in 
July. This wUl be discussed further at 
the May meeting. 

A short discussion took place 
regarding the June outing, which will 
take place at the Huron County Play 
House in Grand Bend .followed by 
dinnet: 

Bonita Berge read the list of offic
ers for the coming year, which are: 
Board Director - Teresa St. Pierre, 
Tweedsmuir History - Martha Groni
ger and Barbara Popham, Secretary 
- Anita Van Raes, Asst Secretary 
Lelola Iawrance, Treasurer - Mary 
Liepmann, District Convenor - Ter
esa St. Pierre, Rose Program- Mary 
Liepmann, Honorary President -
Mary Liepmann, President- Shirley 
Walker, Asst. President - Gwen 
Mclain Vice - (not filled), Public 
Relatio~ -Nancy Lashbrook, Pianist 
- Shirley Walke~; Au4itor - Leola~
renee, Program Co-ordinator -Anita 
Van Raes, Nancy Lashbrook, Mary 
Liepmann, leola Lawrence, Gwen 
Mclain and Shirley Walket: 

The meeting closed with the Lord's 
Prayet: 

Lwich was served by Mary Liep
mann and Shirley Walker. 
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Women's Institute May Meeting 
Submitted 

The May meeting took place May 6 at the West Elgin 
Community Complex with 14 members present. 
There were four members absent. Following the 
opening with the Women's Institute Ode being sung 
and repeating in unison of the Mary Stewart Collect, 
Nancy Lashbrook read a poem about gardening then 

The June meeting was an outing to Huron 
Country Playhouse to see "Sweet Charity'; 
followed by a stop on the way home for 
supper. . . 

July was a busy month with most of us 
baking for the annual bake sale, which took: 
place at the Cactus, Cowboy Days ~t the 
Medical Centre parking lot. Yard good ttems, 
as well as baked goods were sold. 1hank you 
to aU who baked and helped that day. 

The September meeting took place at the 
West Elgin Community Complex with 16 
members pr:esent, as well as the g~est 
speaker. Following the singing of the Institute 
Ode and the recitation in unison of the Mary 
Stewart Collect, President Shirley Walker 
introduced Karen Diamond. Karen is a rural 
Development Officer from the West Elgin 
Community. Her main job is t~ promo!e 
rural living by developing more m~ere~ m 
the community. She assists people m filling 
out application forms, organizing the West 
Elgin Expo (coining to the International Club 

October 16), helped with the Ca~tus, 1 

Cowboys days and is on the International 
Plowing Match committee. Karen was 
thanked by Gwen McLain. 

A lunch, prepared by Gwen and Sh_irley, 
was enjoyed by all before the busmess 
portion of the meeting took place. 

Barb Popham gave an outline of the 1 

progress she and Martha Groniger have 
made on the Tweedsmuir Book. 

Olive Chambers told of the progress of the 
Hub at the Heritage Homes. . 

The Fair Board have asked for donations 
for their auction. Two plates of the ~age~ 
be donated and a few ladies are baking p1es, 
also for the auction. · 

It was voted to assist Julie Newman 
financially with another d~nation to help 
with sending barrels to Jamatca. . . 

Four members are to attend an onen~tion 
on Saturday at the IPM site and they will_ be 
volunteering their services for a day dunng 
the event. d' 

The meeting closed with The Lor s 
Prayer. · 

introduced the guest speaker, Joy has been growing vegetables for 25 
Westelaken from Empire Valley. years. She discussed how great it 

Joy spoke about market garden- would be to see families growing 
ing. Both Joy and her husband their own garden of U-pick and 
Dave are graduates of Ridgetown going back to their home, canning 
College. Twenty-five years ago they and teaching this to their children 
bought a farm east of Eagle on 13 and bringing rural life to the city. 
Highway and started farming and A scrapbook of their 25 years of 
market gardening. They enjoy and farming was passed around for 
take great pride in their business everyone to see. · 
and along with a very capable, They are celebrating their 25 
knowledgeable and friendly staff, years Qf farming on June 19 and 
they have built up a very large 20. · 
business. They owil a 60 acre farm A door prize of a hanging basket 
and rent another 100 acres; donated byFmpireValleywaswon 
enough to rotate the c.rops, pro- . by Donna Driver. It can be picked 
ducing approximately 70 acres of.. up at a later date at the farm and 
vegetables. ' made to suit the location. 

She talked about the fresh mar- Joy was thanked by Bonita Berge 
ket end of their business by work- for her interestin-g and 
ing together with a neighbourhood ',informative talk. · 
grower and shipping to local gro- ' Hostesses Nancy Lashbrook and 
eery stores in the area and to St. Bonita Berge served a delicious 
Thomas and London. They ship lunch · prior to th!'! bus iness 
produce out of the area as far as rp.eeting. · 
the food terminal in Toronto, as , A treasurer's report was read as 
well as growin'g for a Bick Pickle well as correspondence. 
company and Smuckers. They also 1 A donation was requested from 
sell at Covent garden market in the Children's Hospital Founda
London, Ridegtown market and St. ti~m and will be sent. A donation 
Thomas market The vegetables are was also requested from Pennies 
washed and packed on the farm for Friendship and will be granted 
and delivered daily. They include also. 
tomatoes, peppers, sweet com and The District annual meeting took 
squash. The slogan "Buy fresh and place May 12. 
buy local" was discussed. This A discussion took place regard
really is nothing new as growing ing our June outing, which will be 
your own crops have been going to Huron Country Playhouse fol
on since the beginning of time. She lowed by a dinner afterwards. 
mentioned to check labels in gro- It was decided to have a bake 
eery stores. sale and flea market sale again this 

Joy talked about the biological year at the Cowboys Days in July. 
control in the greenhouse with Our president reminded us that 
four different predators that look seven members would attend the 
after aphids, white fly, thrips and Elgin County Plowing Match in 
fungus gnats. At this point she September to represent West 
mentioned container planting and Lome and help out at the Institute 
the importance of the location for booth. 
the plants, sun or shade, etc. The meeting closed with reciting 

She again mentioned that farm- the Lord's Prayer. 
ing is nothing new. Empire Valley 

( 
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Women's Institute 
The West Lome Women's Insti

tute meeting was held October 5 at 
the West Elgin Community Com
plex with 16 members and one 
guest present. Following the open
ingwith the Women's Institute Ode 
and The Mary Stewart Collect, 
Mary Liepmann introduced our 
guest speaker, Sylvia Logan. 

Sylvia spoke on the Food Bank 
and the Caring Cupboard, which 
formed in February 1993. There is a 
social assistant committee and 
they later joined under the Ontario 
Food Bank Association of Canada. 
A basket offood is given to needy 
families. It contains a variety of 
food for one week'as well as a gift 

certificate for other needed items. 
The family must qualify, show l.D. 
and sign for the basket. They can 
have this help every two months. A 
form is sent in to say where the 
food basket went, the recipient's 
signature {lnd the source of their 
income, such as welfare, pension, 
unemployment, or whatever. The 
St. Thomas unit inspects food and 
no outdated or canned goods with
out a label can be used. Locally, 

about 30 hampers are sent out at 
Christmas and contain a turkey or 
ham, potatoes, new clothing for 
children plus a $25 gift certificate. 
There is in the basket a complete 
meal for the day. 

Many volunteers are needed to 
sort the food that Is donated, as 
well as making up the hampers to 
be delivered. 

Gwen McLain thanked the 
speaker. 

Following a lunch provided by 
Mary Liepmann, Anita Van.Raes 
and Donna Driver the busmess 
part of the meeting took plac.e 
under the direction of the presi
dent, Shirley Walker. 

Wallacetown WI has invited us to 
a dessert and tea at Joe's ~staurant 
on Thursday and several from West 
Lome are going to attend. 

A booth will be set up for the 
Expo at the lntema~onal Club on 

October 16. West Lome, Clach~, 
and Crinan Institutes are doing this 
jointly. . by 

A treasurer's report was g~ven 
. Mary Liepmann and the secret~ 1 
report was given by Anita 
VanRaes. d 

Mary Liepmann was ~resente I 
with a beautiful fall plant 1;11 bono~ 
of her recent 50th weddmg anDI
versary. Congratulations to Mary 
andWmfred. 

Nancy Lashbrook 

The November meeting took 
place November 3 at the West I 
Elgin Complex with 17 members 
and four guests present. The 
meeting opened with 'Dle Wom
en's Institute Ode, followed by 
the Mary Stewart Collect. Ro'l 
call was "A place you hope to 
visit" The motto this month was 
"From the buggy age to the jet 
age:' 

Our guest speaker was Helen 
Mooser, who spoke on her travels 
to Egypt. It was a most interesting 
talk of the way the people live, 
buildings and history. Some 
interesting facts we~e the s~ ~f j 
the pyramid of G1za, which 1s 
138.8 meters high and 230.04 
meters at the base, taking up 
about 13 acres ofland. Cairo is a 
city of 24 million people. Asawn 
Dam supplies power for most of 
Egypt, and the oldest market in 
the world, which she visited, sell 
everything from penny matches 
to sandals, and even coffins. I 

Helen passed around many 
interesting pictures and 
explained them all. They were 
pictures mainly of tombs, sphinx, 
pyramids, hieroglyphics and 
some street scenes. She also had 
on show many scarves, dresses 
and jewelry that she had 
purchased. 

Helen was thanked by Shirley 
Walker. 

After a delicious lunch' sup
plied by Helen Mooser and Frarl 
Graham, the business portion of 
the meeting took place. 

Thank you notes were read 
from the organizer of the recent 
Expo at the Internatio~al Club 
fur participating in thelf event, 
from Julie and Wentworth New
man for our donation for their 
barrels of articles sent to Jamaica, 
and from the Rodney-fair Board 
for our donation to their auction. 

A discussion took place to 
organize the catering for the 
Kiwanis Club Christmas Party. 

Next meeting is a Rose pro
gram and Christmas party. Each 
member is asked to bring a guest 
and a gift for the St. Thomas 
Abused Women's Centre. 



• HEPBURN 

Pasteurization his legacy ! 
Born near St. Thomas in 

1896, Hepburn went on to 
serve as a federal Liberal 
MP in 1926 before becoming 
leader of the provincial Lib
eral Party in 1930 and later, 
premier of Ontario following 
the 1934 election. 

While Hepburn is remem
bered for improvement of 
highways and hydro for rural 
areas, and the controversial 
1937 GM strike, Peters said 
his bl.ggest accomplishment 
is the compulsory pasteur
ization of milk. 

•Thousands of lives were 
saved and it's still unfortu
nate to this day that people 
are challenging that import
ant piece of legislation and 
want to allow for unpasteur
ized milk to be sold," Peters 
explained, referring to the 
efforts by Durham-area 
farmer Michael Schmidt 
to press for the sale of 
unpasteurized milk. 

•we need to do everything 
we can to protect that Hep
burn legacy." 

Hepburn resigned as pre
mier in 1942 following a long-

standing feud with then Lib
eral prime minister William 
Lyon MacKenzie King - the 
Onta:io Legislature passed a 
motion in 1940 accusing the 
federal government ot what 
MPPs felt, was an apathetic 
war effort. 

He retired to his area farm 
and died in 1953. 

Until Friday, there was 
nothing to mark Hepburn's 
graveatSt. Thomas Cemetery, 
a fact noted by ftm Brownell, 
Liberal MPP for Stormont
Glengarry-Charlottenburgh. 

While Peters initially 
pushed hard for gravesite 
recognition of past premiers, 
Brownell took up the torch 
after Peters was appointed to 
cabinet in 2003. 

"I'll never forget in 2007 
walking up this Janeway and 
not seeing a single word 1 
around this site, that here 
a great man who served so 
many years in the Legisla
ture was not recognized with 
a memorial," he said. •That 
made me more determined 
than ever to get out and pro
mote and encourage and 
finally here today we're going 
to unveil a plaque and raise a 
flag over this today!' 

That led to the creation of 
the Premiers' Gravesites Pro
gram through the Ontario 
Heritage Trust. 

Hepburn's son, Peter Hep
burn, thanked all sides for 
making the plaque a reality. 

•Premiers are soon forgot
ten by the majority of people 
if you're not in the news I 
everyday. Our family is very 
proud to be part of this today 
and I'm glad to see so many 
of them here:' 

_OCTOBER 2, 2010 

Peter Hepburn, left, 
points out the dates 
his father, Hon. Mitchell 
F. Hepburn, served as 
the premier of Ontario 
with Steve Peters, ' 
liberal MPP for Elgin
Middlesex-london, 
Friday at Hepburn's St. I 

.Th~mas Cemetery grave 
dunng the unveiling of 
a pl~que honouring his 
serv1ce to the province. 
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Wallacetown W.l. Celebrates Christmas 
Wallacetown Women's Institute 

Kathy Minnema 

The Wallacetown Women's 
Institute held their December 
meeting at Lakeview Garden's on 
December 2 at noon. A full 
Christmas turkey dinner was 
supplied to 58 iil attendance. 
Their were eight Institutes from 
across Elgin County, which were 
Boxal; Clachan; Crlnan; 
Kingsmill-Mapleton; Shedden; 
West Lorne; Yarmouth Glen and 
Wallace town. 

We were also fortunate to have 
some husbands of the members 
and guests from the community. 

Louie Lackey from Wallacetown 
W.l. welcomed everyone out for 
the day, then lead us in 
the Institute Grace 
before the meal. 

Darlene Ford 
and Kathy 
Minnema drew 
names from those 
in attendance and 
gave out 13 gifts 
donated by 
each· of our 
Institute 
members to our 
guests. The 
lucky winners 
were Betty 
Rogers, Jim 
Ford , Pat 
Watterworth, 
Shirley Walker, 

Jean Gooding, Jim Sealey, Bill 
McLandress, Helen Van Brenk, 
Sharon Gilchrist, Mary Fluker, 
Cheryl Garvin, Pauline Lindsay, 
and Janet Quintin. · 

Darlene Ford introduced our 
entertainment for the day, which 
was a very talented couple, Kevin 
& Marguerite Alderton from the 
Clachan area. Kevin played a 
variety of songs from Christmas 
to old time favourites on the 
piano wh1le Marguerite sang 
along. We were even treated to a 
piano duet 

Louie Lackey thanked the 
Alderton's for a very enjoyable 

aftet"noon. Some of the 
ladies did a little 
Christmas shopping 
before leaving. 

.. 
f 

.. ' 

,, 

.,;.,·r. 

: ~: 

, ·~ · · 

·. 

.. . . 

.•• • l- ... 



Wallacetown Women's 
Institute news 
Kathy Mlnnema 

On October 7, the ·Wallacetown 
Women's Institute met at Joe's 
Restaurant in West Lome at 1:30pm. 
'Ibere were six members, three invited 
members from West Lome Women's 
Institute and one guest present. Vice 
P}'esident Kathy Minnema welcomed 
the guests and opened the meeting 
with the Mary Stewart Collect, the 
Institute Ode and the Lord's Prayer. 
Everyone present signed a get well card 
for President Helen Van Brenk who 
went in for surgery October 6 and is 
now at home recovering. 

'Ibe convenors for this meeting were 
Darlene Ford and Joan McLandress. 
Joan read ana commented on the 
Motto:" Don't Sweat the Small Stuff~ 
which involved many interesting 
·examples and frustrating antidotes. 
Darlene read the Roll Call: How do you 
unwind? Answers were: reading books, 
doing puzzles, going for a drive, coffee I 
and TV, playing computer games, 
reading the paper and sleeping, playing 

on the keyboard, reading books 
about decorating and relaxing ln 
the pool or by the fireplace. ' 

Joan introduced the speaker for 
the afternoon, Shelley Vergeer 
from the West 

Elgin Community Health 
Centre, who spoke on "Commuiuty 
Support Services for senio~ here 
in West Elgin. 

The first was Meals on Wheels, 
which are delivered on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday's. They 
have a large variety of different 
meals to offer and need 1- 2 days 
notice to deliver. With a collection 
of hot meals for $6.00, frozen 
meals for $4.75 and soups and 
desserts for $1.50. All hot meals 
come from the Bobier Villa and 
the frozen meals are all from 
Ontario. For information call (519) 
768-1715 Ext. 2210 . 

Transportation is provided to 
appointments, to go shopping and 
to various social activities and 
programs both to the city and in 
our own community. They use 
only screened volunteers for this. 
You pay a fee for the service and 
$0.35 per kilometre. To arrange a 
ride call Nancy Mott at the West 
Elgin Suppc;ut Services (519) 768-
0020 . • 

Friendly Visiting is also available 
.in your home or by telephone for 
one hour to a senior or disabled 
adult on a regular basis. For this 
you call the Health Clinic at (519) 
768 - 1715 Ext. 2210. 

Telephone Reassurance Service 
gives you regular contact for your 
safety. For this, call the Health 
Clinic same as above phone 
number. 

This was a very informative 
meeting and there were a lot of 
questions asked of Shelley. 
Darlene then thanked Shelley for 
coming. Everyone enjoyed 
desserts and drinks served by 
owner ofJoe's Restaurant 

The business portion of our 
meeting followed the lunch, which 
was supplied by Joan McLandress 
and Darlene Ford. 'Ibe secretarfs 
report was read by Joan 
McLandre~ and approved. Louie 
Lackey gave the treasurer's. 

President Helen Van Brenk 
attended Elgin District W.I. 
meeting on September 13 at the 
Sunset Drive County Building. We 
served 95 at our Fair Dinner on 
·october 1. 

It was decided tbat each 
member would supply a door 
prize for our Christmas TUrkey 
Dinner at Lakeview Gardens on 

December 2 at noon. Louie Lackey 
will send out invitations to the 
other Institutes in Elgin. 

Next meeting will be November 
4 at 7pm. Speaker will be Mike 
McKechnie, pharmacist from 
Highland Pharmacy in Dutton. 
The topic is: Generic Drug Prices 
and question period on all drugs. 
Convenor is Louie Lackey. Motto: 
"Attitude" and poem -" Smiling is 
lnfectiou·s~ 

'Ibe ROLL CALL: Name the first 
prescription drug you ever took, 
what year it was and what it was 
for? Members are reminded to 
bring an article for the Toonie 
table and also supplies for the 
lunch. 
· This meeting is open to the 
public, held at the South Dunwich J 
Community Hall in Wallacetown. 

Meeting was adjourned. . 
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