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It has often been said that the libraries of a City reveal the maturity
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May every one, young and old, enjoy these new facilities.
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Mayor's Remarks:
The opening of this building is another milestone in the History of
the City of St. Thomas and the County of Elgin. This joint venture
between the City and the County is unique in that it is a first for the
North American Continent. Letters asking for information and wishing
us every success have come in from distant parts of Canada and the
United States. We are continuing a tradition of pioneering and progress
which began when Col. Talbot first came to settle this county in 1803.
This project is possible through the efforts of many people who have
spent endless hours in committee meetings, and the fact that it has
become a reality which will benefit generations to come, is a continuing
tribute to them.
We are grateful to the Province and the Federal Government for
their financial assistance in the project. Altogether four levels of government and seventeen municipalities are involved.
This is a major accomplishment and foretells greater future developments between the City and the County.
Thank you.

T he beautiful, new St. Thomas-Elgin Library, is an indication of
the progress of our City in the provision of services that are desired and
required.
lt is the culmination of many years of effort on the part of many of
our ci tizens to see that library facilities to meet the needs of o ur time,
migh t be provided.
The agreement to provide library accommodation to our neighbours
in the County is proof of a continuing effort to work together for the
mutual benefit for all our Elgin area citizens.
The building will be but one more step in the redevelopment of our
core area, and a visual reminder of the high standard which we hope will
continue.
Finally, I wish to thank the senior levels of Government, whose
financial assistance was necessary to make this fine structure possible.
Their continued cooperation is most appreciated.

Eber ]. Rice,
Mayor

St. Thomas Public Library Board

The new St. Thomas-Elgin library is a place for everyone. It is a
place where all citizens of city and county are welcome to freely visit,
browse, study, research, gain information, read, listen, and view.
This community library was achieved through the efforts of dedicated citizens, board members, municipal councils, and you, the taxpayer.
To the Library Building Committee was given the task of planning
the new facility. Foremost in the planning was the desire to provide a
building that would combine beauty with functional efficiency while
remaining within defined expenditures.
Thus the open concept design incorporates many features to serve
the needs and interests of our multi-cultural and expanding community.
This design will not only contribute to modern, efficient, and effective
operations and service, but also the possibility of future enlargement.
The St. Thomas library Board warmly welcome you. This is your
place; use it whenever you can.
Elizabeth M. Popovich
Chairman
Elgin County Library Board

The opening of this building is another step in the continuing development of library Service to the people of Elgin.
During the last ten years the number of books has grown from
29,827 to 120,000, branch hours have increased and delivery services
have improved immeasurably.
We have now reached the stage at which we need a reference center
to help us to fulfill the rapidly increasing information needs of the people
of Elgin.
The County Library Board is extremely grateful to the County of
Elgin, the Federal Government, the Provincial Government, the City of
St. Thomas and the St. Thomas Public Library Board for assistance we
have received from them.
We are also grateful to the many individual Councillors, who spent
so much of their time in committee meetings to further this project.
The opening of this building therefore has us striding confidently
across the threshold of a new era in Library Service between Gty and
County.
Mr. M.A . Kahnt
Chairman

FIRST LIBRARY IN ELGIN COUNTY
The first library in Elgin County of which we have a definite record
was the St. Thomas Mechanics Institute which was operating in 1873. It
subscribed to a few newspapers and trade magazines and had a library of
about 1500 books, and although its fees were reasonable, it was an inadequate library for a growing town.
In 1884 the St. Thomas Free Library was formed with Archibald
Mclachlin as chairman. It was financed by city taxes and a provincial
grant, and opened in rented rooms on Talbot Street in 1885. In 1899 the
library was moved into the new city haJJ.
From 1904-1906 with the financial help of the Carnegie Foundation,
a new library became possible. Neil Darrach was hired as architect, a
site was purchased and the library was built, which has served St.
Thomas ever since it opened in 1906.
The smaller villages and towns of Elgin County had small individual
libraries, some of which were started before 1900.
In 1936, the Elgin County Library Association was formed by the
Library Boards of Rodney, West Lome, Shedden, Sparta and Bayham.
By 1950, twelve libraries had joined the association. From 1936-1949 the
Elgin County Library was based in the St. Thomas Public library; from
1949 on its quarters were in the Court House until in 1961 it moved into
its first permanent headquarters.

The home of the Mechanics Institute in 1884. Entrance to the Reading Room was the
door on the right. The building had been tom down. The Art Gallery of St. Thomas
and Elgin now occupy the sight. I Photo supplied by Mrs. Gordon Lemon].

Proposals to create a fully tax-supported library system for Elgin
County was approved by the twelve library boards and the sixteen township and village councils. Appropriate bylaws were passed by the
County Council and on Jan. 1, 1966, Elgin County became the third
county in Ontario to set up a County library System.
By 1973 both Oty and County library accommodations were inadequate. When special grants became available under a Federal Provincial
Winter Capital Projects Fund, the St. Thomas Library Board petitioned
City Council to build a new library; the Council proceeded with great
dispatch to make an application. A building committee was formed, architects were interviewed and the firm of Brook, Carruthers, Shaw was
appointed .
At this point, the Elgin County Library Board and County Council
were invited to participate and they decided to partkipate, and appointed members to the building committee.
The co-operation between the two library boards and the two
councils proceeded smoothly despite the legal and technical difficulties.
As may be appreciated, a great number of people were involved in such
a joint project.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM

The Elgin County Library Association was organized on April 28,
1936 at a meeting held in the St. Thomas Public Library. Representatives
of the five founding members - Rodney, West Lorne, Shedden, Sparta
and Bayham- adopted a constitution, and on May 15, 1936 elected their
executive: President, G. V. Thornicroft; Vice-President, Mr. Croft;
Sec-Treas. , Mr. W. I. Rogers (a post he held for many years. In an emergency he could always be depended upon for a donation or the use of his
own truck to deliver the books); Honourary President, Dr. Kennedy, for
many years a member of the St. Thomas Board.
The first purchase consisted of 130 books which were divided into
units of 26 books ; units were exchanged between libraries .
Of course, for a long time there had been many small independent
libraries, but it was extremely difficult for a small village library to secure
the funds to build up an adequate collection of books. Hence the need for
a Co-operative, which from its formation in 1936 proved an immediate
success.
The County Council supported the Association financially , at first
with small grants but as the benefits of increasing library service became
apparent the Council grants increased substantially.
In 1937 Port Stanley joined the group; Port Burwell became a member in 1939, and in 1940 the independent libraries of Dutton, Springfield
and Aylmer became members as they realized the economic advantages
of co-operative book buying. Avon and Belmont joined in 1949 and
Vienna in 1950. The Sparta Library a founding member of the Co-operative, was forced to close in 1959.
ln 1944 the Elgin County Library Association began giving library
service to Elgin County schools. This aggravated the most serious problem a county system faces- the distribution, collection and redistribution
of books.

The problem was solved with the appointment in 1948 of the first
full time librarian, Miss Eileen Wallace, and the purchase of a Bookmobile in 1949.

The first quarters of the St. Thomas Free Library, opened on ]an. 27, 1885. The
Building still stands on the South side of Talbot Street; now the home of the
Economy Shoe Store, Locke Insurance, Ashton's and Fergie's Barber Shop. The
fronts have been modernized but the upper s tory is unchanged.

From 1936-1949, the County Library operated out of the already
over-crowded St. Thomas Library; it was then moved into the County
Court House where it remained until 1961 when the County Library
Headquarters was erected on Gladstone Avenue.
Before 1964 many of the twelve individual libraries were precariously financed by contributions from the County CounciL the local

Township or Village Councils, and interested individuals and organizations such as the Women's Institute. Only Springfield, Aylmer, Port
Stanley, Port Burwell and Belmont were tax supported.
In 1964 the Elgin County Library Board discussed the possibility of
forming a County Public Library which would be fully tax-supported
and thus would become eligible for larger Provincial grants. A brief was
presented to the f:ducation Committee of the Council which supported
the proposal. The County Library Board then proceeded to present their
proposal to the twelve individual Library Boards and the sixteen Township and Village Councils to secure the necessary two thirds approval.
At the 1965 October session of the Elgin County Council the appropriate bylaws were passed to allow for the formation of the Elgin County
Library, as of January 1st, 1966.
This was the third county library formed in Ontario and the first
with 100% participation.
The two Wardens of the county during the formative period were
Donald C. Leitch, 1965 and John McKinley, 1966.

The present Aylmer Library, one of the oldest independent libraries in Elgin
County.

The Elgin County Library, like its St. Thomas neighbour was
cramped for space, and when the City of St. Thomas decided to take
advantage of the special Government grants to build a new Library, the
County Library Board was invited to participate. Such co-operation
between City and County is a little unusual and it is greatly to the credit
of both Library Boards and Councils that the co-operation has been so
congenial and efficient.
The Elgin County Library System from its modest beginnings in
1936 now consists of a central library, under Mr. Elgin Wells and five full
time employees, which does the purchasing, cataloguing, book repairing,
circulation and payroll for its 12 member libraries with a staff of 33.
In the new library, the County function will still be the distribution
and collection of books. When one remembers that the County System
was born with the support of the St. Thomas Library and that for thirteen years it operated from the St. Thomas Library, it is easy to conclude
that the co-operation between City and County in the past, will be continued in the future to the mutual benefit of both

The second Elgin County Bookmobile purchased in 1959. Left to Right:
Mr. Butterworth [Butterworth Motors]; Mr. Lloyd Elliot, Councillor; Mr. Clar~nce T~ylor, Board Member; Mr. John Hux, Councillor; Mrs. Thelma Greenfield, ~rbrary ~taft; Mrs. Charles Ludy, Board Member; Mr. Granville Gloin ,
Councillor; MISs Ruth Prowse: Library Staff; Mrs. Ross Gracey, Board Member;
Mr. Davrd Pocock, County Librarian.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
ST. THOMAS PUBLIC LIBRARY

The precursor of the Public Library was the Mechanics Institute
whose reading room in 1873 was in the Heard Block above Caulfield's
Drug Store. The fees were $2 for male adults, $1 for ladies, apprentices
and minors under 18. In 1884 the Mechanics Institute was located on the
second floor of the Imperial Bank Building, 301 Talbot Street, where now
stands the Art Gallery of St. Thomas and Elgin. A book could be kept
out for as many weeks as it contained hundreds of pages; thus a 500 page
book could be kept for 5 weeks.
In 1884 the St. Thomas Free Library was formed with Archibald
McLachlin as chairman. The assets, liabilities and books of the Mechanics Institute were transferred to the new Board. City Council financed the
new library by issuing debentures for $3000 over a 20 year period.

County Administration Area

The first librarian was George W. Morgan who also acted as Secretary and Caretaker at a salary of $360. Rooms for the new library were
rented from J. S. Upper in a new building on Talbot Street, and the library was officially opened in 1885.
Books were considered so precious and so important that a printed
catalogue was prepared. The early Board members often borrowed
money on personal notes to finance operations until City and Provincial
grants came through.
In 1889 the St. Thomas Art School became the responsibility of the
Library, an association which lasted until 1905.
By 1893 the rented premises on Talbot Street had become inadequate and a committee was formed to plan for a new building. When the
new City Hall was being built, the Library Board was granted accommodation, and in 1899 both the Art School and the Free Library moved
into the City Hall.

Puppeteer and Elgin County Van

In 1896 the name Free Library was changed to Public Library .
The new quarters in the City Hall alleviated the space shortage for a
while, but by 1903 additional space became necessary ; in 1904 help
became available from the Carnegie Foundation for a new building. The
Library purchased from W. E. Idsardi, the lot behind the City Hall for
$1500, and Neil Darrach, architect of the City Hall was hired to build a
new library. On Feb. 6, 1906 the new building was officially opened,
with its wide central aisle with busts and statues on either side.

I

The main idea in the early library was to separate the people from
the books ; browsing was not aJJowed and onJy one book could be borrowed at a time. To secure a library card, which cost five cents, an
applicant who had to be 15 or older, had to be recommended by a responsible citizen. At the first Free Library Site on Talbot Street, the
police force was requested to have a constable drop into the reading
rooms in the evening to control obstreperous and noisy boys.
When reading the old minutes, one reaJizes how seriously the Board
members regarded the Free Library as an educational boon to the generaJ
public. Hence, they regarded every book and newspaper as being worth
its weight in gol.d.
By the early 1940's the Library once again suffered from inadequate
space. Plans for a ne~ library or the renovation of an addition to the old
buiJding were drawn up in 1944, but not until1973 when special grants
became available under a Federal Provincial Winter Capital Projects
Fund was a new Library possible. As soon as the new grants were
announced, the Library Board petitioned City Council for permission to
build; the Council, long aware of the need for a new library but never
able to give a new library top priority, decided that the special grants,
available for a short time only , were too favourable to pass by, and
proceeded with great dispatch to make an application. Both the Library
Board and the City Council welcomed the decision of the County to
participate in the building.

Information Desk

The St. Thomas Library has suffered from a space shortage for
years. A dedicated staff, which has given extraordinarily good service to
St. Thomas, despite overcrowding, poor working conditions and lack of
amenities, look forward with pleasure to moving into a new building.

Opening Day in Circulation Area

.

Fiction Lounge Area
Fiction Area

Boys' & Girls' Department
Fiction Area and Magazines
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ST. THOMAS-ELGIN LffiRARY

Erected 1973 & 1974 with the financial assistance of
The Government of Canada and The Province of Ontario
as a joint venture between
The City of St. Thomas and The County of Elgin

With the St. Thomas Library and Elgin County Library sharing the same
building, there will be opportunities for closer co-operation between
the two library systems. The St. Thomas Library will receive 20,000
books on loan from the Elgin County Library. The County Library
staff will have the resources of the St. Thomas Library on hand to
answer reference questions from their branch libraries.
The Library is open to:
Adults: 9:30a.m. to 8:30p.m.
Monday to Friday
9:30a.m. to 5:00p.m.
Saturday

CITYOFST.THOMAS
Mayor : Eber J. Rice

COUNTY OF ELGIN
Warden : R. N. Johnston- 1973
Warden: R. L. Lake - 1974

ST. THOMAS PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD
Chairman: Mrs. E. W. Popovich

ELGIN COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD
Chairman: W. R. Whalls-1973
Chairman : M.A. Kahnt - 1974

OFFICALLY OPENED ON OCTOBER4, 1974
The Honourable Pauline M. McGibbon, O.C. , B.A., LL.D.,
D.U. (OTT.)
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario

BROOK-CARRUTHERS-SHAW
Architects

New services available in this building are record listening equipment, a
study area, comfortable lounge areas, two meeting rooms for library
programs and for groups to rent, and many more books to choose
from.

ELLIS-DON LTO.
General Contractors

Boys & Girls: 1 : 00 p.m . to 8:30p.m.
Monday to Friday
9:30a.m . to 5:00p.m.
Saturday
Membership is free to every resident of St. Thomas and Elgin County .
Services Offered
Books, magazines, newspapers, films, filmstrips and records can be
borrowed free.
Microfilms and local history information may be used in the
Library.
Information on government services, clubs, activities, other facts or
answers. If you don't know who to calJ, phone 631-6050.
Photocopies- lOc per copy.
Storyhours, puppet shows, and programs for children.
Chess Club, book discussion group, cou rses in how to operate a 16
m.m. projector, and other programs for adults.
Total floor area 25,308 sq. ft.: 9,921 sq. ft. on the lower floor, 10,019 sq.
ft. on the main floor , 5,368 sq. ft. on the mezzanine.
Total building project cost is $902,9J8.00 including furnishings and
landscaping.
Federal and Provincial Government Grants.
Architects: Brook, Carruthers, Shaw
General Contractor: Ellis-Don limited

In the mnlti-purpose room the Art Gallery of St. Thomas and Elgin
prPsents Paintings by Clark McDougall of landscapes of the surrounding area, borrowed from private collections.

Music by
C. E. C. I. HIGH SCHOOL BAND
of the
ELGIN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

Conducted by

JOHN DI ZAZZO

Arranged by
H. ALEX CLARK
Music Consultant

COLOUR GUARD PROVIDED BY I. 0. D. E.
ST. THOMAS

This sculpture at the main entrance, entitled Mother and Child, created
by Jiri Hanzalek, is loaned by the artist for six months.
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1. Copy the figure given above, making your drawing
about three inches in diameter.

18

2. Draw yom· left hand and wrist, with the three
lower fingers and thumb folded up, and the index finger
extended, and the palm turned toward you.

16

3. Draw a watch, with case opened to the left, so as
to expose the face of the watch.
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