


MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 7, 2002
TO: Helen Van Brenk
FROM: Don Page

SUBJECT: Crane Farm

Peter Crane and his wife Mary (Wilson) settled on the “Crane Land” in 1851 (Lot 6,
Concession 9). Peter, born at Port Talbot on July 6, 1810, died in 1882. His father
George Crane was a soldier in the British Army and in 1803 was in York (Toronto) in the
presence of Co. Talbot. George was given one of the first farms (50 acres) on the North
Shore of Lake Erie — Lot 15, conc.11, at Plum Point. George was one of the farmers in
the building of St. Peters Anglican Church.

In 1851 Peter Crane and his wife Mary acquired 200 acres located on Lot 6, Conc. 9.
From stories told to me by my Grandfather Jonas Page, both Peter and Jonas worked
together to build log cabins on the Crane land and on the Page land in 1851. The
census taken in 1861 noted that a frame dwelling was located on both the Crane Farm
and the Page Farm. As you view the enclosed picture, taken in 1901, the Crane Home,
the right portion of the home was built first and was of “clap-board” siding and the
support timbers for the main floor were logs. | do not have the date when the second
(left) portion was built but the support joists are rough sawed 2x10. The lumber used for
building the second addition was sawn by a sawmill located north of the “Lake Road” by
the creek that runs through the Simms’ property. This sawmill was operated by Mr.
Liberty and consequently the sawmill was named the “Liberty Saw Mill", and the hill was
named the “Liberty Hill’ and the creek, “The Liberty Creek”. According to a
conversation that | had some years ago with Rev. Norman Morris, Norman's
grandfather Robert Morris (1828-1868) was the framer/carpenter who built the Page
home, the Crane Home, the Patterson Home (Littlejohn residence) and the Backus-
Page Home.

The “Crane” land in 1851 was well treed dense forest with chestnut trees and the first
name give to the farm was “Chestnut Grove”.

Peter and Mary had 10 children, 5 sons and 5 daughters. One son, Benjamin J. lpved
on the farm with Peter and they farmed together. When Peter died in 1882, he left by
probate the SW % Lot 6, Conc. 9 to his son George and ¥ to his son Benjamin.
Benjamin and his wife had a son Norman Crane who continued farming the property
until his death. In 1982 Don Page purchased the “Crane Farm”. In 1984 the west
edition was built adding a family room with fire place, bathroom, laundry room and on
the second level a bath room, kitchen and second family room with fire place. In 1997
the front addition was built adding a living room, dining room, kitchen and on the second
level four bedrooms and two bathrooms.
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