in Fingal United Church

hosted by Boxall Branch of
the Women’s Institute, on . -
Wednesday, May 13th. .

Theme for the day, “A new

_ beghmmg that starts with.

you.” The Opening Ode was

sung followed by the Mary

- Stewart Collect commenc-
ing the. meeting.”
Eleven District Directors
‘were ratified by Board Di-
. rector ‘Willa Johnston.
Correspondence from On-
tario Ministry of Agricul-
ture 'and Rural Affairs

advised the W.I. of the -

upcoming - structural
‘change which will be better
able toserve rural districts.
President Ann McLean, i in
her address, spoke on the
theme expressing desire as
the new District of Elgin
County Women’s Insti-
tutes, to combine efforts to
promote the activities of the
Women’s Institutes of On-
tario. .-The new Elgin

County District Women’s -

Institute was. to be effec-
tive following amalgama-
tion at the af’cernoon ses-
- ‘sion.

Reports of the secretary,r :
" treasurer, financial exam-

iners, program co-ordina-
tor, Public Relations Offi-
‘cer, Tweedsmuir History

curator, Farm Safety rep- .
resentative. and Elgin

County.. Pioneer Museum

were presented as well asa.
Cancer Tea report. Boxall

W.I. Branch will host this
event in Fingal United
:Church October 24th in the
form of a Coffee Break.
Following the noon lunch-
eon the Elgin County W.I.

Elgm West Dlstrlct:-':
‘Women’s Institute held -
their 90th annual meeting

: FIRST EXECUTIVE FORMED With the amalgamat/on of East and West into the Elgin ounty

District Women's Instltute last week, history was made.in the arganization. -Local W..l. members -
installed on the new.executive include, left to right: - Eleanor McMillan; public relations officer;
'Ann McLean, president; Grace Campbell, secretary—treasurer and Rena Campbell Elgln County
Pioneer Museum representative.

: Scholars,hip was preseni;Gd ;
to  Mary - Margaret Van- -

houcke by Grace Campbell,
chair of this committee.
Betty Van Patter and
Grace Campbell reviewed
the past history of Elgin
East and Elgin West Dis-

“tricts followed by a candle

lighting service uniting the

two districts as one and to"

be known'in future as the
Elgin County District
Women’s Institute. The af-

-ternoon session commenced
- with'singing “Hymn of all ]

Natlons i o Ve b
Wallaceuown Branch led

in the In Memomam serv-

ice. .
The Ratification of DlS-
trict Directors for the Elgin

County District Women’s
- Institute was conducted by

Provincial Board:Director
Willa Johnston. :
New By-laws for the Dis-
trict were approved. Lon-
don Area President Gladys
Egletoninstalled the 1998-
99 Executive as follows:
President, Ann McLean,
Port Stanley; 1st vice-presi-
dent, ‘Madeline Jenkins,

Belmont; 2nd vice-presi-

dent, Mary Veenstra, St.
Thomas; secretary-treas-
urer, Grace Campbell, Iona

‘Station; program co-ordina-.

tor, Pauline - ‘Lindsay, St.
Thomas; assistant program
co-ordinator, Julie Morden,

Officer, Eleanor McMillan,
Dutton; Resolutions, Betty
Van ' Patter,” St. Thomas;
Tweedsmuir Curator, Eve-
lyn Hashal, Springfield;
assistant curator, Sally

‘MclIntyre, Dutton; Pioneer

Museum - representatives
Rena Campbell and Mar-
ionMcKenzie; Farm Safety,
Shirley Bechard and Mary
Ann Caughell; Financial
Examiners, Joanne
Erickson and Joan Mansell.

* Provincial Board Director
- Willa Johnston presented

the report of the FWIO
March meeting noting that

Branch membership fees -
are to be submitted May -

31st beginning in ’98 to
district treasurers.
Upcoming dates to re-
membermcludedInductlon
of Peggy Knapp into Milton

."Fame June 14th ‘noon

luncheon ‘at Erland Lee

Home - June 16th: Elgin

County Pioneer Museum
Strawberry Social ™ June
24th; Farm Safety Day
Camp at Belmont Commu-
nity Centre, Straffordville,
July 15th; London i Area
Convention, October 22nd
in Kirkton-Woodham Com-
munity Centre; Cancer

" Coffee Break: at Fingal
'Un1ted Church) October

24thuc s e
Entertamment was pro-

" vided by the Kingsmill Ma-
" pleton W.I. Branch."

Yarmouth Glen Branch
extended an invitation to

“all branches to attend the

1999 District Annual, \mth
date at place to be an-
nounced later..:

Mary Veenstra extended
courtesies for the day. Sing-
ingof ‘O’ Canadaconcluded

Farm Museum Hall of the meetmg

—
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co-ordinator. (7-J photo)

The first executive of the new Elgin County Women'’s Institute, from left,
includes: front — Eleanor McMillan, public relations officer; Madeline
Jenkins, vice-president; Ann McLean, president; Willa Johnston, direc-
tor for the Federated Women’s Institute of Ontario; back — Julie Mor-
den, assistant program co-ordinator; Mary Veenstra, second vice-pres-
ident; Grace Campbell, secretary-treasurer; Pauline Lindsay, program

BY MARG BERRY
TIMES-JOURNAL STAFF

FINGAL — The recent gathering of
members from the Elgin East and Elgin
West Women'’s Institutes at Fingal Unit-
ed Church was an historic meeting. -

It marked the last time the two groups
would meet as separate entities. Tﬁe
groups from the east and west sections

 of the county have now been amalga-

{mated to form "the Elgin County

| Women’s Institute (ECWI).

' Ann McLean, president of the newly
formed ECW], said the amalgamation 1s
asign of the times.

“We're downsizing, just like the
government. It just cost too much for
all of these board members to meet.
Everything is changing. All our dis-
tricts are changing to make our num-
bers smaller. “

Each of the districts sends representa-
tives to the provincial board. Because of
amalgamations of the districts through-
out Ontario the provincial board has
dropped from 32 members to 26.

“It's happening all over Ontario,”
‘McLean noted.

| The new Elgin group includes 11
branches in Elgin West and five branches

" in Elgin East.

.Atthe start of the amalgamation meet-
ing, the original two county groups met
separately ?or the last time, one upstairs
in the church and the other in the lower
hall. Before unification Elgin West had
been in existence for 90 years, and Elgin
East for 86 years.

The first meeting was a decided suc-

cess according to McLean. “It's wonder-
ful. No one was opposed. It was unani-
mous.”

The day included a luncheon and the
first meeting under the new board. “We
held a candlelight ceremony to bring us
together," McLean reported.

The newly amalgamated Elgin group
will meet as an executive about four
times a year. In addition to McLean, the
new executive includes Madeline Jenk-
ins, vice-president; Mary Veenstra, sec-
ond vice-president; Grace Campbell, sec-
retary-treasurer; Pauline Lindsay, pro-
gram co-ordinator; Julie Morden, assis-
tant program co-ordinator; Eleanor
McMillan, public relations officer; Willa
Johnston, member of the provincial
board of directors for the Federated
Women’s Institute of Ontario.

Women'’s Institute members discuss
and act on current issues affecting the
family and society. Last year Women'’s
Institutes donated half a million volun-
teer hours to various causes such as 4-H,
libraries, hospitals and food banks.
Members meet annually with local
MPPs to update them on institute activi-
ties and resolutions. Local Women'’s In-
stitutes network with provincial, federal
and world bodies.

“We reach out to help in the home and
community,” McLean explained. “We
are basically rural but we also reach into
urban areas.”

Last year Women’s Institutes celebrat-
ed 100 years, after the organization
spread around the world from its begin-
nings in Stoney Creek, Ont.
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Elgin County  Dis-
trict Women’s Insti-
tute held their annual
*m‘f-tmg in St. James

Presbyterian Church.

recently.  Theme for
1999 was “The Older
Years — The Golden
Years.”
branch ' directors or
alternates were rati-
fied by PAC Member
for Sub-Division 18,
Willa Johnston.

Correspondence was .

received from Erland
L.ee Home announcing
a luncheon on June
16th and 16th; flyers

-

PRES | DENT

Sixteen

MUnEL INE

DUTTON ADVANCE- WEDNESDAY -MAY 26--1999- F’AGE 15

from Elgm Health
Unit and from Com-

munity Food Advisary

Program. Upcoming
dates locally are:
Strawberry Social
June 23rd at the Elgin
Pioneer:

Commumty Recrea-

tion Hall and July

10th, Malahide Fire
Hall No. 1, Mount
Salem; -Cancer “Tea,
October 16th, Argyle
Presbyterian Church,
Crinan; Area Conven-

tion, October 28th,

Museum;
Farm Safety Days,
June 26th, - Rodney

the new Mammogra
phy suite located on
ground floor, giving
the public an opportu-
nity to meet staff

TENIKINS
1999 — 2000 .

‘ounty ] lSU‘lCi

Mount Brydges Com-;__,
: mumty Centre, :
“ Reports were heard
_from the Program Co-
. ordinator,
_ muir History Curator,
 PublicRelations, Reso-
- lutions and Elgin Pio-
The
resolution regarding a -
~name change for the
Women'’s Institute of o
‘Ontariodeclared Elgin
- members tobeopposed

Tweeds-

neer Museum.

to this name change.
‘Shedden W.I. con-
ducted an In Memo-

_riam service remem-
- bering departed mem-

bers saying memories

- continue on and on,

closing with repeating
Psalm 23. A display
from  Elgin Health

opportumty to vie

members and repre-
- sentatives from On-
?tanoBreastScreemng.é

programs,

P.A.C.memberWilla

Johnston  gave the

- F.W.LO.reportstating
nominations are open

- for the following pro-
vincial offices — presi-
dent elect, Education

Co-ordinator, 4 board
directors, 10.PAC
members including
Sub-Division 18,

: jSprmgﬁeld

gom Z’wj/a( Aotz A

Wmner ' ‘ihey
Dorothy Futcher
Scholarship is Marie

- Brown Woodstockandk -'

alternate winner:

Elizabeth Clark, Blen-v"

heim.
Action act1v1ty was

 directed by a member

of River Road Branch, |
- Officers for 1999-

2000 wereinstalledby
. ‘Mrs. Pauline Lindsay,

president of London

area as follows:

President, Mrs.
Madeline Jenkins,

‘Belmont; v1ce“pres1-f :

dents, Mrs. M. Veen-

.stra and Mrs. Paulmer o

Lindsay, both of St

- Thomas; past presx-’ .
“dent, Ann McLean;
! h  Program_ Cordmator,):_
Unit announcing pro-
‘grams geared for sen-
. iorsaswellas an Open
House at the St. Tho-
mas-Elgin General ;
Hospital presentingan

Mrs. Llndsay, secre-?‘f_

_ tary-treasurer,” Mrs.
Grace C‘ampbell Iona

.Mchllan,f-’ ~

Dutton, ‘Resolutions,

Betty Van Patter .
Tweedsmmr Hxstory,ﬁ" ;
Evelyn Ho_shal ‘

Next year's annﬁal A
meeting will be heldin b7
South Dunwich Com- =

fmumty Hall, Wallace~ B
“town P o

W. L, O ffiees
(999 — 0O




