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Tyrconneﬁ Couple Mark 60th Anniversary

TYRCONNELL, Sept. 13. — The
old .Stephen Backus home on the
Lake Road extension of the pioneer
Talbot Road, in the heart of Col-
onel Themas ‘Talbot's Little Ire-

land, will be the scene of a happy
occasion tomorrow when Mr. and
Mrs.: George Lidster will celebrate
the 60th anniversary of their mar-
riage "with. a gathering of their
family and friends.
wedding reception will be from
three to six o’clock Sunday after-
roon in this hospitable old home,
-that stands on its commanding site
on the hillside above the winding
Road of Yesterday.

For 38 years ‘Mr. and Mrs. Lid-
{ ster have lived in this venerable
.{'house, built something like a cen-
tury and a quarter ago. It is to
their credit that the house has been
kept in a wonderful state of preser-
vation while the grounds, with
their lovely old irees and shrubs
and beds and borders of old-fash-
ioned perenniais are also kept neat
and atiractive.

-Mr. and -Mrs. Lidster lived and
farmed in the othwell district for
22 years after their marriage; then
‘they ' decided they would like lo
try farming on heavier soil, learned
from mutual friends that the Ste-
phen Backus farm of 200 ‘acres wus
for sale and purchased it. There

they have lived to raise their fam-|

ily of four children; to see them
married and move away and to
welcome to that wonderful olg
house with " its 16 big;  friend!y
rooms, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Now they have 23
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren and they hope that
every one of them will be at the
diamond ‘wedding celebration. The
wedding luncheon will be served in
the - huge double dining-room of
the. old house, by members of the
Women’s Association of the Wal-
lacetown United Church.
Married in Wallaceburg

Mr. and Mrs. Lidster were mar-
‘ried near Wallaceburg, Mrs. Lid-
ster being the daughter of Thomas
'and Mary - Richardson, pioneer
farm folk of that area, She was
born Margaret. Richardson, one of
ten children, and before her mar-
riage was a district school teacher.
“I'had 'a good father and mo-
ther,” she told The Times-Journal.
“My father’s ambition was. to give
every one of his children a gooa
education—and he achieved that
worthwhile ambition.” '
o Five of Mrs. Lidster's brothers
and her sister, Mrs. Robert Brown,
of Wheatley, Ont., are living. Her
brothers are: Rev. J. D. Richard-
son retired United Church minister,
Port Credit, Ont.; T. H. Richardson,
prominent realtor of St. Paul, Min-
nesota; J. N. Richardson, farmer
of the Wallaceburg district; Pro-
fessor 'L, N. Richardson, on the
staff of Carllon College, Ottawa,

The diamond |

"Mr. and Mrs. George Lidster, celebrating the 60th annjversary
3 of their marriage at, K Tyrconnell.

formerly on the staff of the Royal
Canadian Naval +College at King-
ston and in secret service work
during the Second World War for
the Canadian Government; and Dr.
S A. Richardson, practising physi-
cian of Wallaceburg, Ont.

By a coincidence, Mr. Lidster's
mother’s name was also Mary. He
is the son of John and Mary Lid-
ster, who came to Canada early
in the last century; landing at Hali-
fax, and settling first in Ridge-
town, Ont., and then taking up
land in the virgin forest a few
miles back of Ridgetown. . They
were hardy folk in every sense
of the word the little sailing ves-
se]l that .brought them to Canada
taking six weeks to make the At-
lantic crossing. Mr. Lidster was
born on the homestead near Both-
well, in ‘the year that the Fenian
Raid threat began. . .

Met on a Visit

He and his future wife met at
the Lidster home where Mrs. Lid-
ster’s brother was boarding while
school teaching. She went to the
Lidster home io spend a weekend
and there she met her future hus-
band. Sixty years of truly happy
married life resulted, for Mr. and
Mrs. Lidster are a happy couple,
possessed of keen senses of humor
and a wonderful contentment in
each other’s companionship,

It would be difficult to find two

D Acanonstooadoa ey

The home of Mr. and Mrs. George Lidster, Lake Road, Tyrconnell.
This is the old Stephen Backus house and was built at least 125
’ years.ago. There are 16 rooms in the house.

| the district over a stretch of time.
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people, married forZO'iyéars. with

brighter intellects and a more ac-
tive interest in life. Unquestion-
ably they will get a big thrill and
pleasure out of celebrating their
diamond wedding with: their fam-
ily and many warm friends, Pos-
sibly their saving sense of humor
has bcen an important factor in
keeping them young and alert men-
tally.

They were married at the bride's
home by a veteran Methodist min-
ister named Millyard. He has long
since gone to his reward, and Mr.
Lidster’s four brothers and four
sisters have also joined their re-
spected parents in death.

The wedding trip was to Toron-
to ,for the old Toronto Fair. They
had to travel some 28 miles in a
horse and carriage over rather
rough roads in order to get to the
station and catch the old Grand
Trunk Railway train to Toronto.

“It "was a pretty good fair 60
Years ago,” Mr. Lidster recalled.
“Even then it was a big fair, with
several large exhibition buildings.

The Bothwell district was just
gaining  international = attention
when Mr. Lidster was a boy from
the oil discoveries in. those parts,
with wells being drilled by the
hundreds . None was drilled on his
father’s farm.

Leading Agriculturist

Mr. Lidster has always been
noted for thne character of his
farming. He has maintained the
old Stephen Backus farm as he
maintained the old house. Those
rolling acres are just as fertile to-
day as when that was pioneer
country. For many years, Mr. Lid-
ster: was a leading sheep raiser of
-the district. His sheep were shown
and took top awards at fall fairs in

Mr. and Mrs. Lidster’s children,
who will be with them with their
children and grandchildren Sun-
day " afternoon, are Roy Lidster,
Fingal; Mrs.. Harold (Rosa) Green,
R.R. 1, Fingal: Lloyd Lidster, car-
penter Port. Stanley; and Harold
Lidster, Lake Road, Tyrconnell as-
sociated with hig father in the op-
eration of the farm. '

Teh Lidster children have good
reason for pride in their parents.
They are a grand couple in every
sense of the word. )

Fortunately, they are in much
better health than they were, both
suffering very severe attacks of
the virus type of influenza last

spring.

MR. AND MRS. GEORGE LIDSTER
\ CELEBRATE GOLDEN

Well-Known Wallacetown DistrictVCouple Married Fifty
Years Ago in Wallaceburg; Three Grandsons in Uniform

On Monday afternoon and even-
ing Mr. and Mrs. George H. Lid-
ster, of Wallacetown, were at
home to their friends on the occa-
sion of their golden wedding an-
niversary. They were married on
Sept. 14, 1892, at Wallaceburg by
Rev. R. Millyard, who now resides
in London. They lived at Both-
well until 1914 when they moved
to  Wallacetown district. They
have resided since on their farm
near St. Peter’s Church at Tyrcon-
nell. It is often known as the old
Stephen Backus property. 'They
are both active and devout mem-
bers of Wallacetown United
Church and Mrs. Lidster is a
valued worker in the Red Cross
branch, While in Bothwell, Mr,
Lidster served as township clerk
for 22 years.

Mr. and Mre. Lidster have four
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children, Roy G., of Fingal; Mrs.
H. W. Green of Fingal; Lloyd, Fin-
gal; and Harold, Wallacetown.
There are fourteen grandchildren,
three of whom are in the Cana-
dian active forces; they are: Stu-
art Lidster of Fingal, who is with
the R.C.N.V.R. at London; Arnold
Lidster, Fingal, with the R.C.A.F.
at Guelph; and Pte. Reginald
Green, Fingal, at the Basic Train
ing Centre, Simcoe. '1

Mrs. Lidster's:- own family is =
large one and remarkable by the
fact that the ten children of her
mother and father, the late Thom-
as and Mary Richardson, Wallace-
burg, are all living. Mrs. Lidster's
brothers ang sisters are: John
Richardson, Wallaceburg; Rev. J.
D. Richardson, Port Credit; Mrs.
Thomas Hogg, Wallaceburg; Her-
bert Richardson, Minneapolis; Mrs
Watson Simpson, Wheatley; Milton
J. Richardson, Wallaceburg; Mrs.
Robert Brown, Wheatley; Prof.
Lorne Richardson, Royal Military
College, Kingston, and Dr. Stanley
Richardson, Wallaceburg. |

Mr. Lidster has only one sur-j
viving brother, William Lidster, of|
Bothwell. His parents were the]
late Mr. and Mrs. John Lidster, of |
Bothwell, who came from England !
in a sailing vessel, the voyage/last-{
ing for six weeks.:

Over forty friends and relatives|
attended the celebration on Mon-!
day. Mrs. Lidster received in a-
becoming redingote dress of violet
sheer. and wore a corsage of yel-
low flowers. She was assisted by
Mrs. Roy Lidster and Mrs. Harold
Green. Refreshments were served
in the dining room where gold,
white and pink were used in the
decorative  scheme. Pouring tea
were Mrs. William Lidster, Both-
well. and Mrs. Thomas Hogg, Wal-
laceburg. while the assistants were
Mrs. D. M. Littlejohn, Mrs. Morley
Page, Mrs. Effie Smith. Mrs. “Her-
bert Green. Miss Berniece Halpin
and Mrs. John Pearce.

Mr. and Mrs. Lidster received.
many felegrams and greetings
from friends unable to attend and
also were presented with many
beautiful anniversarv gifts. Guests
attendad from Wallaceburg. Roth-
well. Dufton, St. Thomas, London

and Fingal,



