


tlgin Farmer, Wednesday, June 23, 1982

ritten by John E, Pearce, Wallacetown - 56
. The first farm meetings I ever attended were Th
Farmer’s Institute. They were held in January of
~ each year in Shedden, Dutton and West Lorne, with
* afternoon and evening sessions and supplementary
meetings in February at Middlemarch, Wallacetown ) t |
ntheitf Lgf?e. Iihadéattﬁndlzet_i siagggale se vantage and s vered pa pees : e
e D L \s ) uchanan 1 |'a few years ago, the as Page’s hereford farm, whose herds were just as
9%%%2?:&&%335&? gea %’Z?‘éi&%é‘ﬁia“ﬂf » “Reps. ; ydoajoband1 t outstanding show winners at that time as C.C.-

s SR T s i ) o his . thi : ‘to do. d to’ . Lyon’s are today, only smaller in numbers. Next, "
l3¢e=Th waf’ﬂ?ﬁgnmnoif{%gdﬁg;m\gg:tbﬁ?ri? ol bl eyl ona s ey could fit in and do Talbot Road and through Stuart Pearce’s lanes anc,
ey orted a nominee and your humble  the prthwhi , 'y succeeded v ack to the shorthorn farm of Duncan Brown an

. About 110 cars.were together at dinner hou

ppointments were always mad those early |
days in‘connection with a High School, as it was ex-:
pected they would do .more or less teaching
agriculture in the schools, so the board of Dutton -
High School applied for an appointment for Elgin to
be made in connection with Dutton High School, -
and brought all the pressure they could to bear on
Mr. McDiarmid. ;
- The result. was.bhat-Elgin got-the-B:S+Arwith-the~
highest standing in class of 1911, Fred Moore Cle-,
Fred Clement’s house was near St. David’s in Lin-
coln County. He was a born horticulturist and ex-
ted to be appointed to Lincoln; where he would
e in his glory in the fruit industry. Lincoln had no:
Rep and sid not for another year or two. Fred was:
guxte surprised to be appointed to Elgin. He was in.,
ebt, 1 believe, when he came to Elgin, as he was
quite often and as he was when he left. His good |
friend was C.W. Buchanan, and Fred, not being a
stock man, sent for C.W. to come and help him. I
think Fred felt C.W. might not get an appointment :
in the regular way for some time,:but:if he got him
here, with a little experience, he would go right’on,”
which was just what happened. #. = - ;
C.W. Buchanan arrived in Elgin on the first day of .
the Wallacetown fair. Clement, having arranged for
some judging classes in beef cattle and horses to be
supervised by Dr. Reed of Georgetown left the coun- |
ty for a couple of days. Dr. Reed landed in .
X{/allaceburg and then found.he was supposed to be |
in Wallacetown, so was lat.e‘*in”‘%gtting to our fair.
C.W. had to organize things in his absence, which
was his initiation to Elgin County. " =
The Reps did all their travelling with livery horse -
and were supposed to patronize conservative livery
men, but Clement said they had to give him a good .
horse or not next time. He rented what he thought
the most suitable office in:Dutton, regardless of
politics, and after he left; the office was moved to
the other side of the street to an office owned by a
staunch Toryeo o onsne das G e
In the Spring of 1912, C.W. Buchanan was ap- |
pointed to Kent, and J.T. Johnston was appointed
assistant in Elgin. In September, 1912, Clement ' / 07?
received an appointment to the Horticulture
Department, MacDonald College at St. Anne's,
Quebec, which was more in line with his liking and
he left Elgin County and the Ontario Service,
One of ‘the comments Clement- made on Elgin «
County was that there were two outstanding com-
munities, one at Middlemarch, where they had had a
Grange for many years, the other was in Malahide, I |
think at Richmond, where they had a somewhat
similiar organization and these two communities
worked together, or rather, the people of these com- |
munities did. He was a good missionary in the new
service and did much to get it away to a-good start,
as there was a great deal of opposition and resent-
ment in some quarters against ‘these young
ggraduabes telling old farmers how to run their
ArM8, e i e e e s
A short time after Clement left, C.W. Buchanan
was appointed to Elgin where he remained till 1927.
Mr. MeDiarmid, member for West Elgin, and Mr. .
Brower, M.P.P. for East Elgin, agreed that a B.S.A.




