JAMES HARRISON.

This house is located on the 8th Concession Lot 11 sel/4—— nwy 1/2_
Crown—-- JULY 25th 1821. To Hon Thomas Talbot.

DEED —-— 18237 NOV 6th .. —— Hon Thomas Talbot to Charles Buredick.

DEED —-— JUNE 24th 1824--- Charles Buredick to John Leslie Pearce.

Stewart and his sisters (Eve and Frances ) lived together all were single.

WILL —-- Stewart Leslie Pearce -- Decd. 1969 His will to The Bible Sosicty.

Then to James Russell Harrison who owns this land and house. 1996.
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HOUSE BUILT. Back of house built in 1830.
Right side of house built in 1880--85.
Front part left side of house 1978.
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A funny thin% hap-
ponod to me on the way

to my second job ... oris it

my third one?

I'm starting to lose
count.

Anyway, I've had the
privilege to clean the old-
est home in the area.
Which I might add must
also be one of the largest,
since I got lost in there for
so long my children sent
outan APB.

I'm talking about the
historic home now
owned by Alistair and
Audrey Littlejohn.

If vou travel west along
Lake Road past Fingnf
you will encounter many
historic homes. One of
which is this former
home of Col. Leslie Pat-
torson.

cious house. They were
‘granted lodging on that
cold jJanuary evening.
The Pattersons re-
mained in the home until
1914, at which time D. M.
Littlejohn purchased it.
Mr. Littlejohn died in the
house and the current
owner, his son Alistair,
was born in the same
room which is referred to
as the ‘Hatched and Dis-
patched”  room, since
most of the Littlejohn clan
were born and died in the

new home. After settling
in Erie, Pa., with his fami-
ly, they soon became dis-
satisfied ‘and came to
Canada. Finding the
Toronto area too swampy
and having heard of the
Talbot lands, they eventu-
ally settled in Tyrconnell.
Patterson, who was
Col. Thomas Talbot's
right-hand man, opened
his home to be the Angli-
can meeting place until
1928 when St. Peter’s _
Church was built.

This home also became
Tyrconnell’s first post of-
fice from 1837-1852.

During the Rebellion of
1837, volunteers from the
Talbot settlement were
sent to Amherstburg with
Patterson on the evening
of the Battle of Peele Is-
land. These men consist-
ing of 70 soldicrs and 18
teamsters asked permis-
sion to stay in the spa-

son. room. :
Built in the Alistair
carly  1820s, |f & PEETRTTY Il married Au-
this white g‘» m@&@%ﬁ drey and
clapboard they have 11
home boasts children.
14 large This home
rooms and boasts beau-
stifl remains tiful antique
with the furniture,
same charm from  the
and elegance 1800s, natur-
it had back ; al d
AN [ E)\J a wood-
then. ‘GI‘Z?LQ’;H/L work and
.i’alterso.n : two staircas-
left Ireland in ¥ es that
1807 in would give
search of a Jane Fonda a

good workout. The five
bedrooms are spacious
with plenty of room to
sleep a ball team which
was needed considering
they had 11 children. The
grounds are just as
breathtaking. The house
is surrounded by trees,
flowers and a picturesque
view of Lake Erie.

This is truly one of
west Elgin’s hidden trea-
sures.
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By ]ANE HUGHBS - been ‘._convement because .
" Merinda Pearce Kept adiary. il 5 2 o think ot
; in it she record “‘her , mgo pu 4 ‘up large:dumberst.{
* thoughts, daily events'and cur-
rent affairs of the late 1800s.
Through accounts: of )
dane chores, amusing in dents '
and sometimes tragic. events,
she opens a window on to.
way of life now long go
though the message is clear that
while' methods h
Cg)le donot. ' i
n April 11, atfhe nau
meetm% of the new. hentage
or St. Thomas ‘and re-.
glon Kelly Gerbino §ave anin-
teresting account’ of th
“portion of this dlary,v :
“Merinda, sometimes Spelled
Marinda, ‘was' ‘married ‘to
Thomas Pearce, a descendant of
noted Tyrconnell pioneer John
Pearce and related to the donor
of the John E. Pearce Park land
She was also the ‘niece: of
Thomas Williams of St. Thomas.
Merinda ‘and Thomas ‘had
four ‘children: (Wi

ar, | Ian& lox;ely\and
lots of "’Weha. e more than‘

,‘whole'famﬂlesgwould ather to
. chew.‘wax’, the . %lke

dy produced when boxled
down: * syrup is drizzled tinto
W | enhstry practices at the
time when “vitalized air” was
used 'to relieve the pain of ex-
tractions and of some common
startling) medlcal theon&s 3

A

of thelera.

tra boy, Cecil Leroy ‘Sloan,
twin born June 17, 1895. Merin-
da took little Cecil into her |
home when Mrs. Sloan needed
help feeding the babies and, deo w
spite the fact an entry mentions -
Mrs. Sloan asking for her baby
back, nothing .more:.is- said.
about this in the diaryand Cecil
. remains with - Thomas and
Merinda as part of their family.-
He is still with them when"
Mennda ends her dxary m the
The dlary  tells tﬁ" entu'e st
r'y of building a mew house, .
from the moment the old house
was moved, May 16, 1892, and
the ground ‘staked out to. begin .’
digging a cellar “to. their first |
. night in. their new home, Jan. 4
1893. ity »

This house, w1th its’ mnova-
tive tile system in the basement
for drainage and its’ then-rare
indoor plumbmg, is the same -
building that * ‘Merinda’s son
Samuel M. Pearce -2
half-sold = - for: th
Williams ~ (United - -‘Church)
Christian Centre south of lona. -

By any standards, it was al,

big house which must have -
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7. Meredith Conn House ¢ 13}3

* Tyrconnell Heritage Society
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4. St. Peter's Anglican Church c 1827 B g
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