It was a very memo-
rable trip in many

ways for Wallacetown ,.

couple, Donald and
Dorothea Monteith. In

recalling the events of -

*the journeyv, the high-
light 1is dofinitely

‘the meeting with -
Prince |
‘Bernhart on May 2nd.

But this wasn’t the
Mon- *

Holland’s -

:ﬁrst time Mr.
teith had been in the

presence of royalty. It
‘was more like a reun-
ion since he had ini-
tially met the Prince -
‘shortly after the lib- -
“eration of Ho_lland,vby 8
Canadian troopsatthe -

end of World War II.

'Changes Blrth Date

He was just 17 when
he signed up to fight,
despite his parents op-

position. Seeinga film

clip about what the
Germans were doing
in Poland made him
resolve to join up, and
by changing the date
on his birth certificate
from September 6th,
1923 to 1920, he was
able to enlist. ’
After a year of train-
ing, Mr. Monteith fi-
nally headed overseas,
landing in England in
1941." He received
seven decorations for
his part in the air de-
fence of that country.
Radio Operator
"Mr. Monteith served
as a radio operator in
the ~1st ~Canadian

Corps which was made

'ROYAL RECEPTION - Prince Bernhart, left, welcomed Wallacetown couple
Donald and Dorothea Montéith to Soestdijk Palace when they visited Holland for -

the 55th anmversary of V E Day Mr Monte/th had ﬂrst met the pnnce shortly after

: World Warll.

up of the 1st Infantry
and '5th Armoured
divisions. He was sent
to Italy in 1943 where
he was involved in one
of the most fierce
battles of the war, the
Battle of the Monas-
tery on the Mount of
Monte Casino. Many

lives were lost on both

sides including one of
Mr. Monteith’s best
friends. Amazingly he
got away without a
scratch even though he
was on the front line.

' He was still in Italy

when the 2nd Cana-
dian Corps landed in

.FranceonD-Day,June

6,1944. Not long after
the two corps were
combined to become

the 1st Canadian
Army. From Italy, he *
was moved to France, .

then Belgium and then
to Holland. ©
- Liberate Holland
He fought for about
two months there,
being part of the Ca-

nadian forces which
" finally liberated Hol-

land. He was based
outside Groningen

when Victory in Eu--
rope (V-E) Day was

declared on May 5th,

- 1945. Itwasafewdays
laterthat the peaceac- -

HONOURING CANADIANS - Donald Monteith helped plant a Maple tree in
Genemuiden as part of Holland's Millennium 2000 Liberation Celebration. :

cord was actually

_signed. He finally ar-

rived back in Canada

about December 29th.
Monteith re-

- Mr.
called how it was
Canadian troops near
Amsterdam that nego-
tiated with the Ger-
mans to let truckloads
of food be taken to the
starving Dutch people,
and where trucks
couldn’t go through,

- they dropped food from

low flying a1rp1anes

Commemoratlon
_The Monteith’s re-

" turned to Holland on a -
“remembering tour,”a -
specially organized -
“trip to ‘enable those
who helped liberate
“Holland to return and
-~be part of fest1v1t1esf .
~and ceremonies com-"
“memorating V-E Day
‘It is estimated that
- between :6,000-8,000
¢ Canadian veterans,
‘their spouses and
amilies, etc., attended
this year.. .. v .
. Mr. and Mrs. Mon-
“teith also took part in
- the first tour organized
- in 1995 which marked
. the 50th anniversary.”
At that time Mr. Mon-

teith was in-two pa-

-rades and commented
“thatthe peoplearestill
sograteful forwhat the
‘Canadian soldiers did
“My hand
was actually. swollen

for them.

from shaking hands
he said. ey

Never Forget

This is echoed in the
brochure outlining the
itinerary for the “Mil-
lennium 2000 Libera-
tion Celebration”

: ﬂlght

where it states “The

hearts and the homes
- of -the Dutch are
_opened to you to make
this visit an unforget- .
~~table and enjoyable
< celebration. We want

you to know how much

we appreciate all that
- you have done for.our
- liberation!” It doesnot -
‘matter that 55 years

have passed,  the

~Dutch people w1ll

never forget
-+ Royal VlSlt

£iv In planning for thlS».
- trip, the Monteiths

had made an applica-

-tion “to the Dutch
embassy asking to-be
- able tomeet the prince.

They were amazed to

learn that their re-

quest would Le
granted. On May 2nd

- the couple journeyed
~ to Soestdijk Palace for

their audience with
Prince Bernhart.
It was July or Au-
gust of 1945 when Mr.
Monteith went with a

- newspaper reporter

from Utrecht to a ren-
dezvous which turned
out to include the
prince.

Wanting to survey
bombed dykes, Prince

-Bernhart asked Mr.

Monteith if he would
like to take a planeride

with him. Uponlearn- -
‘ing that the prince had -

not piloted a plane
since before the war,

- Mr. Monteith turned
down the offer.

= would seem thath"
_asnoone else would go“
‘upwithhim, theprince -
did not take the flight

. after all, since in con-

- sulting his flying log_

in preparation for the
Monteith’s visit, there,
isno reeord of the 1945

“It was exciting....a
real honour that he ac-
cepted the audience.
Even more exciting

~when he puts his hand
shakes it and -

out,
wishes you well,” said

.Mr. Monteith of his

recent meeting w1th

“the prince.

Cruise the Rhine"
Prior to the Libera-

- tion Celebration, the

couple spent a week

- cruising the Rhine
. -River. -While in Hol-
land, -the Monteiths -

stayed with a young
Dutch family with 6
children that operated

- a100-head dairy herd.

The celebration in-
cluded a number of
special ceremonies

- saluting the Canadian

visitors. -The Montei-
ths were part of the
plantingofmaple trees
in several different
towns meant to be a
living tribute to the
Canadian troops.
- Visit Cemeteries
They visited the

'Holten and Groesbeek

cemeteries and at the
Oosterbeck Cemetery
took photographs ot
the grave of Marg
McKillop’s then 21-
year-old brother. Mrs.
McKillop had never
known where her
brother was buried.
The couple was fea-
tured in several Dutch

- newspapers, thanks to

their audience with

‘% Prince Bernhart and
<< Mr. Monteith’s previ-

ous encounter with
. Born in St. Thomas,

‘Mr.. Monteith spent

“another 15yearsin the
-air force after the war,

initially as a radio op-

~erator and when that”

_ job was eliminated, as

- an a1r frame mechamc

IMPOSING BUILDING — The sheer sizd of the
Soestdijk Palace was overwhelm/ng accordmg to {
Dorothea and Donald Monte/th S



® Het echtpaar Dorothea en Donald Monteith gaat vandaag samen met Willy Roetman en Jacomien van Dijk een bezoek brengen aan paleis
Soestdijk. Daar wordl het gezelschap ontvangen door Prins Bernard, die Donald Monteith in de nadagen van de oorlog in 1945 heeft ontmoet.
Foto Freddy Schinkel
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