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W1, vists Blueberry a

On May 7th twelve mem-
bers
Women’s Institute and one
small guest paid a visit to
Parks Blueberry Farm.
The tour was arranged by

program convenor, Darlene .

Ford.
Members browsed and
purchased interesting

items from the craft and

- bake barn shop. Co-owner

Diane Parks gave an inter-
esting and informative talk
on the growing of blueber-

‘" ries. The Park family has

been in the blueberry busi-
ness for 21 years, surviving
the tornado in 1994 when
the rear section of the barn
was demolished. Dianewas
seriously hurt being buried
under the rubble. She re-

| quired seven hours of sur-

gery. The barn was rebuilt
in 1995, Diane recovered

. and the business is flour-

ishing.

Blueberries require acid
soil. Bushes take ten years
to reach maturity and if
pruned, properly will live
for over 100 years. Prun-
ing may cost up to $500.00
an acre. One acre of bushes

may yield 2-1/2 tons or -
10,000 bushels of berries. -

About 35 hives, each con-
taining about 40,000
bumble bees, are brought
in each year for pollination.
The berries need sun and
water. Irrigation is neces-

~sary on the Park Farm.

Blueberries have several
enemies. Invading birds

~are frightened off with

propane bangers or with
English Setter dogs and
patrolling workers. Bushes
are sprayed for insect pests
and fungus.

The harvest usually be-
gins in mid-July and lasts
6-8 weeks. Eachbushhasa
potential yield of 5000 ber-
ries. $aT

Diane commended the
fine staff working at the
Parks’ farm, those who
serve customers in the

| barn-shop, those who bake

the delicious pies and other
goodies and those who work
To end her
presentation Diane led
members on a short tour to
examine the blueberry
bushes which are now in

ol
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full bloom. She explained

‘the eventual formation of

the berries from the blos-
soms. Members thanked

-Diane for taking her pre-
cious time to graciously

show them the fascinating

operation of a blueberry |

farm..

. Following the. tour and
business meeting Darlene
Ford presented her pro-
gram. Using a favourite

‘book entitled, “Simple

Abundance”, Darlene de-
veloped her motto, “What
can you expect on a day
thatstarts with getting up?”
Darlene read several ex-
cerpts from this interest-

.ing little book compiled by

Sarah' Ban Breathnach.

'Theladies were reminded
of the next meeting to be
held at Wallacetown Hall
on June 4th.

Gayle

Johnston from the L
Association in London

be guest s

peaker.
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the Wallacetown Women’s and the roll call . “What

%//7/ j mﬂ:{\ % 70 % @t // LZ‘/ / , TheDecembermeetmgof Kathy read two poems

Institute was held at the makes Christmas special

WZMWW(I’ 7// ) [ Dg\ 777 7u V7 // 7)/@ /wa/’z home of Kathy Minnema foryou”was answered with
(¢)

- on December 10th, with 13 family, friends, stockingson

/4 0\2( oy ‘ /)/ﬂ [ () %ng members presentandthree bed, opening gifts after
/4@ L - D e 1-& = guests. Abountiful potluck chores were finished, eat-
{/ : (> 2N ) dinner was enjoyed by ev- ing breakfast ﬁrst and car-

7L w ‘ _,szp_,wg fm ,LQU-/Z/L\/ eryone with all the trim- ols o
e //Ud} | / | mings of the peason o2  The guest speaker of the
//5’K ’ ]}thé",\,g )”ZMN —_— hfi;! e Valthrenk and day was Rev. Ann Mills
' '\ y were Lhe CONVEROI®  from the Church of Eng-

jf:;vfcr,»g’day land, the Anglican Church

of Canada. She opened with
‘a poem. and everyone was
to write down the country”_-
_and its traditien. Joan
" Johnston had the most’
answers correct and Kathy
followed closely. Theyboth
‘recelved a gxft :

Next was the meaning
behind some symbols of
o Chnstmas '

j The .-pomsett:a is the o
. Christmas flower. It began
" in Mexico when two little
. brothers going to a church
gathermg on Christmas
"eve, one stopped to helpa
'strangermneed The other

‘gomgonto church hasnoth- -
mg to ‘give 50 plcks"” wﬁdj %
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Wallacetown
Women’s Institute

PROGRAM
1982 - 1983

ELGIN WEST DISTRICT

Motto — ‘‘For Home and Country’’

Meetings — First Thursday of Each Month

INSTITUTE ODE
A goodly thing it is to meet
In Friendship’s circle bright,
Where nothing stains the pleasure sweet,
Nor dims the radiant light.
No unkind word our lips shall pass
No envy sour the mind:
But each shall seek the common weal —
The good of all mankind.
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