About the House Which Is to Become Elgin Mus et ™™

Interesting Pioneer History Surrounds
Residence Built by Dr..

(By GLADYS E. ELLIOTT)

The decision of the Women's
Institutes of Elgin County to pur-
chase theé historic home of Mr.
and Mrs.. Bramwell Saywell at 32
Talbot street.for an Elgin County
Museum ig reviving much interest-
ing pioneer Thistory. " There  is
widespread general interest in the
project and a particular interest
on the part of descendants of the
pioneer families who resided ‘in
this beautiful old home.

Among ‘the /latter is Mrs. “John :
Butler  Wilkinson, of Milwaukee,|
Wisconsin, whose mother, the late;
Mrs. Ida’ Morris; of Madison,. 2
consin, was born in the old home;
in 1858, when it belonged to the
latter’s* grandfather, 'EliJah :
Eli Duncombe, That is going back| :
to very ‘early history’ indeed, forj :
according to the first book of re-
cords in the Registry Office here,|
it was on . Sept. 19, 1833, that}
Elijah ‘E. Duncombe bought for
/ £125 two ‘acres of Lots 1/ and’2,
commencing on the south side of
‘Talbot' Boad ‘at’ theTNorth ‘West

t

ship
links more or less to the ‘North
limit to Walnut Street. Thence
Easterly along the North side of
Walnut Street 2 chains 95 links
more or less to Pleasant Street.
Thence North on the West side of
Pleasant Street T chains 75 links
more or ‘less {o Talbot: Road.
Thence Westerly along the South
side of Talbot Road three chains
more or less \to the place of be-
ginning.

Mrs. Wilkinson happens to be
collecting material at present for
a history of the Duncombe family,
which she plans to write, her re-
search going . back even to: the|
tracing of the family *history" in
England. From information given
her by her mother and also by her
aunt, Mrs. P. M. Thompson, of
Windsor, the former Clara Moore, |
Mrs. Wilkinson gives a good pic~
ture of the home many years ago.
. It is understood that Dr. and
Mrs. Elijah E. Duncombe first
lived in the home just’ west of
the present 32 Talbot street, the
house now occupied by Mr. and
Mrs. S. A. Hammond and also a
historic residence. There, their
three older daughters were born.
Dr. Duncombe later took over the
practice of his brother, Dr.
Charles Durcombe, and Dr. J. D.
Curtis in his history, “St. Thomas
Medical Men of the Past,” records
that at that time he also aequired
"his brother's home and office;
The fourth of the Duncombe sis-
ters, Mary, was born in 1836 at
32 Talbotr street . states Mrs.
Wilkinson.

Mary Duncombe ‘wasemarried to
Nelson Whitney Moore in 1856 and
they lived for a.time at the home

house.

showing a portion: of the garden.

daughters, Mrs. Wilkinson' = (the
former Kathryn Morris) and : Miss
Margaret Morris, who' resides’ with
her sister in ‘Milwaukee,. They
have "always maintamed a“. keen
mterest in the cxty angd in;the:pld
home: ' There, “an" mterestmg re-
cord ' is stlll,, to be. seen in the]
front upper - “east . ‘room,  where
Mrs.” Morris  was borg, for while
living there; she scratched her
name and those of two of "her
brothers on. the glass of a wivdow
with a° diamond: of ‘her  moth rs.
Part™of~that“inseription 1]

TWO VIEWS OF MUSEUM BUILDING--The' top picture ‘is:of" the
house ' at Talbot and Pleasant streets, . purchased recently ‘by" the:
Women’s Institutes of Elgin County for an Elgin County Museum.
At one time the Henry Thornton family lived ‘there.:
street|car traclgs roundmg the corner and the trees ing front of the

Note ‘the-

The boftom picture is ‘of the rear:of the’ house as it is now,i_o

alsp a woodshed There »seem to

bave “been many bulldings in_ ‘thel:

spacious’ grounds, too -—-a" privy;
chlcken coops, huts ior ducks and

rfx&l?z forty-six

N

“Also, in those “days, there was
a quite large.one-reom playhouse,
built’ for :Mrs. Morris as a’ child,
which. stood” on the west 'side of
the ‘vard.” A ' considérable part: of
the garden and farmyard: was’ sold
to :the railroad, when.the Canada
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Elijah Duncombe died in 1870, his

wife, Catherine Bouck Duncombe,

having predeceased him in 1863 or
1864 while om a visit to a daugh-

ter in Racine, Wisconsin.
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clear on the original glass and the
“engraver” was apparently very
young at the time for she chose
the lower middle pane for her
writing.

Garden and Farmyard

From her mother's description,
Mrs. Wilkinson pictures the old
home. When Mrs. Morris was a
girl, there were two kitchens ex-
tending to the south of the house,
a summer one and a winter one;

Solrthern went” througﬁ“'w** gt =
 Doctor’s ‘House and Office

As for the housé itself, as’ Mrs.
Wilkinson' remembers having
heard about it and seeing it, she
helleves the back room on the east
to have been the doctor's consuit-
ing xoom. This always had an out-
side entrance for patients, on the
east side, and .there was a porch
over it. Later, the steps were
removed and a ramp built when
the room was occupied by Charles

‘Not being neede
Pul puses ‘and &% 14 e tuutn@ lu?n 5

a state of disrepair, this wing was
torn down shortly ‘after the Say-|{
well family moved into the home,
clearing away what seems obvious-
1y ‘to have been an addition to the
original home, ‘and making 'place

When the Thornton Family Had Their Home' There:. " Sl ey

for’an attractive lawn and 'garden.
‘At the back of the present lot
thére ‘used’ to- be :a’ barn,*'which

Mrs. Fick, Cleveland Tells About Hoqse
Bought for Elgm Museum by W. I

A much appreciated letter
from Mrs. F. A. Fick, 1768
Noble road, East Cleveland,
Ohio, has been received by Mrs.
J. R. Futcher, chairman of
Museum committee of the Wo-
men's Institute of Elgin County.
The letter contains some
esting facts concerning the house
at Talbot and Pleasant streets,
recently purchased from the Say-
well family and which will be
converted into an Elgm County
Museum.

Enclosed in the letter was Mrs.

. Fick's cheque for $25, a dona-

tion towards the W. I.’s fund for

the transformation of the house
into a museum.

RV Tinlr wae tha farmer

inter-

Mr. . Saywell  was told mlght at
one time have been~a parochial
school in connection with the Old|
English Church.’ It had a 'wains-
cotting ' of very 'wide horizontal
boards and was plastered above
that. -A ihouse, has replaced this
building a few:years ago. £

The - Saywell family -has beet
appreciative of ‘the historic inter:
est of the house and: its pioneer

——ay e

' ; . architecture ' and have : -avoided
?]:'(]-) ; B;{‘n“'?' major changes in the main strucs
et it is ‘aoth: ture of the house. A window or

two . have 'been ‘added for needed
lighting anda partition” that had,
been taken .out :pteviously has!
been restored.' The present porch
was ‘put en’ about twenty years
ago about the. time  the 'Talbot
street hill was cut, and the pre-|
sent- permastone covering  was
put’ on about seven ‘years ago,
adding much to the comfort of the
old house, which has been made|:
asvery attractive home.’ﬂ : ‘

front door of.
the old Sunday
School ° house
. at the old St.-
Th om a s
Church, ©~ ‘Wal-
nut street, It
stood  just east
of “where the
Lichgate is
now.  The .lad ,
in. the: pxcture.
is: William!




When the Thornton Family Had Their Home There

Mrs. Fick, Cleveland Tells About Hoqse
Bought for Elgin Museum by W. I

A  much appreciated letter
from Mrs. F. A. Fick, 1768
Noble road, East Cleveland,
Ohio, has been received by Mrs.
J. R. Futcher, chairman of
Museum committee of the Wo-
men's Institute of Elgin County.
The letter contains some inter-
esting facts concerning the house
at Talbot and Pleasant streets,
recently purchased from the Say-
well family and which will be
converted into an Elgm County
Museum.

Enclosed in the letter was Mrs.
~ Fick's cheque for $25, a dona-
tion towards the W. I.’s fund for
the transformation of the house
into a museum. ;
Mrs. Fick was the former
Mary Thornton, daughter of
Henry Thornton, a leading St.
. Thomas citizen, who . purchased
the house in 1883 after Nelson
Moore and family moved out and
after it had been vacant for
some time. The Thorntons who
put the building in good condi-
tion and kept it that way sold
the house to the Saywells. As
will be gleaned from Mrs. Fick’s
letter, she is the only member
of Henry Thornton’s family now,
living and her only surviving
relative is the son of her sister,
Rebie, William Thornton Fitz«
Gerald, of Ottawa.

Mrs. Fick's letter 10 Mrs.
Futcher reads as follows:

“I have read with great inter-
est the story in The Times<
Journal of the plan of the Wo-
men’s Institute to purchase my
old home on Talbot Street as a
muscum for the County of Elgin.
It seems a most worthy under-
taking and I wish to add my con-

~ tribution which is enclosed.

“You may be interested in my
recollections of the place and
also in the book of snapshots I
am sending you. .

“After the Nelson Moore’s
moved ouf, the house was vacant
for a long time and was badly
run down. My father bought it
and we moved there in 1883.

“The plaster on the walls was
rough and full of cow hairs, used
as a binding material. This was
all taken off and replastered,
and all repainted. Lamps had

been used‘up to this time but
father had electric wiring put in
and I recall a workman saying,

“This. place 'must have ' been
built for elephants, it is so sturdy
and substantial.” There 'was a’
well in the cellar, - fed by a.
spring, but this was closed up
when sewers were installed,
“The garden was a jungle but

“‘we cleared it out, planted fruit

trees, shrubs and flowers, and it

was always so beautiful in the

summer, and the lovely view
over the valley has always been
vivid in my memory. -

“We sold the house *to the
Saywell’s in 1922, and, though I
have seldom seen it in recent
years, it doesn’t look at all the
same with the clapboard cover-
ing - and the hill cut.away.

“I left St. Thomas in 1895 to
enter the nursing profession and
went to Detroit and Duluth. In
1905 .I married  Frank: Allen
Fick, a captain’ on ithe Great
Lakes ships, and came to:Cleveé-
“land to live. My only"surviving

v

OLD . BUILD-
ING.— Shown
here ' is = the
front door of.
the old Sunday
School  house
. at the old St.
Th om a s
Church, © ‘Wal-
nut street, It
stood just east
~of " where the
.Lichgate is
now.  The .lad
. in, ‘the' picture
is¢ William
" Thornton Fitz-
Gerald, . grand-~
“son of . Henry
Thornton, ‘. ‘who
§ resided /1n the
"house _ the
corn e r “of
Pleasant and
Talbot ~ streets.

N\

relative is Rebies son. William

“Thornton FitzGerald of Ottawa,
-the small: boy in the, pictures.”

“I am now in my 88th year,

“(the last leaf on the tree) and,

except for impaited 'sight and
hearing, am well and able to
carry on with my household

“|. duties as usual.

“I . earnestly hope the '  old
house will renew its youth under
your care and be a credit to
your enterprising venture.”"

The book of snapshots which

‘Mrs. Fick sent Mrs. Futcher in-

cluded a view (reproduced here)
.of the house as it was at the
‘time the Thorhton’s _lived there
with the street car tracks and
the trees, a garden scene, view
of the living room, a picture of
Mrs. Fick’s sisters, Grace, ,Ma-
tilda and Rebie with her son
Thornton FitzGerald, and one of
Thornton ‘standing in front of
the door of the "old English
Church Sunday School building
which was just east of where
the Lichgate is now. |
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Elgin sisters producing rugs

using loom that is century old

By CHERYL PURDEY

Annabell and Marjorie
House, of RR 1, Port Stanley
have an unusual hobby to keep
themselves busy during the
winter months.

Equipped with rolls and rolls
of colorful material, consisting
of long strips of cloth, and a
huge old-fashioned-loom that
dominates one corner of their
farmhouse, the sisters are
engaged in turning out bright
rugs for themselves and their
friends.

They recently completed a
21-foot rug for the Elgin County
Museum, which will be used to
cover the stairs. The material
was donated by the Women’s
Institute of West Elgin.

Annabell worked on the
“‘off and on for two weeks,” she
said. .

Many of the rugs the sisters:
have produced have been sold,
despite the fact that they are
not engaged in their hobby for
mainly monetary reasons.

“We do sell a few. A lot of
people want mats made,” she

plained Annabell She also
produced some for friends in
Arizona and California.

“So they’re all over,” she
added.” Annabell, who has
been making the rugs for about
four years, is the only sister to
operate the loom. Marjorie
usually prepares the material
by sewing the long strips of
material together, trimming
the ends and getiing them
ready for the loom.

Actually, the first person in
the House family to become
interested in making rugs on
the loom was not Annabell, but
her brother Earl.

Annabell explained that the
loom, which is about 100 years
old, originally belonged to a
woman called Mrs. Munroe in
Tona, who used it for making
old-fashioned blankets and
carpets.

The huge loom was kept in a
small room upstairs in her

-home, which was eventually
“bought by a
- Annabell’s, Earl offered to buy

cousin . of

the loom and dismantle it to
bring it to his own home, and so
he obtained it for a reacnnahia

Now the loom has become a
fixture in the house, and,
despite its antiquity, is as .
strong as the day it was made.

“I's made just like the
beams of a barn,” said
Annabell.

She makes rugs and scatter
mats in different colors and
sizes, some out of cotton
material and some of wool.

She said she can make a four-
foot rug in an afternoon “1f the
material is ready ”

“I’s quite easy,” she said.-
She said the onv trouble in
makmg the rugs is trying to get
colors in an even pattern. -

Making the rugs, though, is
“just a hobby,” for the winter
months. “If someone comes
and wants to buy one, they can”
if T have one ready to sell. I
never get enough ahead,” she
explained.

Meanwhile, the House sisters
have other thmgs to keep them
busy. Marjorie raises turkeys
— about 20 of them — which,
she said, have already been
ordered for the Chrlstmas :
season,

Toanr oL,

heathama’




