In 1916, apples were packed in stout barrels.
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/How many pairs of Nor-
thern Bald Eagles are stili
actively nesting in Elgin
County?

The answer to this question
would be welcomed by area
naturalists who have become
alarmed about the rapid de-
cline of nesting eagles in this
vicinity. A concentrated effort
has been made this spring to
survey new and old nest sites
to try and determine the pre-
sent, nesting status of this spe-
cjes| The results of- this study
will be forwarded to Sergej
Postupalusky, who is asso-
ciated with the Department of
Wildli‘e Ecology, University
of Wisconsin at Madison, Wis-
consin, Mr. Postupalusky has
requested assistance in his
project of surveying the eagle

Big Crow Earns
Shoe Shop Keep

ST. CATHARINES, Ont. (CP)
— A big black crow wiho likes
home-made cookies and a daily
bath is earning his keep in a St.
Catharines shoe repair shop.

Peter, who was rescued from
the winter by the shop’s owner,
Vincent Murdocco, greets cus-
tomers with a few caws from
his privileged perch in the store
window.

He has taken on an extra job
as well, without prompting from
the boss.

Whenever Mr. Murdocco or
his wife, who live above the
shop ~are late opening the ‘door
in the morning, Peter com-
plains.

population of Michigan and
Southwestern Ontario.
According to his 1968 report,
there were only five pairs of
eagles nesting in all of South-
western Ontario and of these
nests there was no conclusive
proof that any young were
raised. Present  information
indicates that Middlesex and

Elgin Counties each have at

least one active nest.

This may come as startling
news to many who remember
numerous nest sites within the
county but have not noticed

their gradual disappearance.

The late W. E. Saunders, a
prominent London naturalist,
made the statement in one
of his nature articles that
‘“there was an eagle nest for
every mile of Lake Erie
shoreline at the turn of the
century”.

In Elgin County these are
approximately 60 miles of
shoreline and many miles of
potential nesting territory
along the Thames River on
the north boundary.of Aldbor-
ough, Dunwich and Southwold
townships. In addition, nesting
sites were known to exist on
the larger - streams  flowing
into Lake Erie, Talbot, Kettle,
Catfish and Otter creeks.-It
would not be stretching one’s
imagination to place an esti-
mate of 100 active nests pro-
ducing young at the close of
the past century.

What has happened to this
magnificent bird, the bird
chosen as the national symbol
o the United States? There
are several contributing fac-
tors. Agricultural expansion,

Nor is Peter likely to walk out lumbering, hunting, lake bank

of the job. He likes his work so erosion,
much that when the boss gave and

him time off recendy—by put-

ting him out on the sidewalk—

he quickly headed back to the
shop.

Peter, on his performance so
{ar, appears to be hired for
keeps.

natural predators,
the human population
increase have all had some
effect. The fact that this bird
nests near reasonably large
bodies of water or streams
suggests that its diet consists
of a large percentage of fish.

The Elgin County eagles

“would start incubating

The Northern Bald Eagle

were still pot suffering too
badly until sometime during
the 1950's. During these years,
pairs would nest, the female
in
early March but when the
nests were inspected again in
late May, all was quiet and
there were no young. This
was a disturbing situation and
local naturalists were con-
cerned. It was some time be-
fore the real culprit was dis-

_covered — a pesticide called

DDT or technically known as
dichloro - diphenol - trichlor-
oethane.

Recent research in England
and in this country has shown
that recent steep declines in
certain raptorial and fish-eat-

ing birds have been ac- |

companied by decreases in
egg-shell thickness. The latter
apparently results from dis-
orders in calcium metabolism
caused by enzymatic break-
down of steroid hormones
inluced by DDE, a Metabolite
of DDT. Evidently this is the
mechanism by which residual
organochlorine pesticides

simultaneously on two contin-
ents. .

What hope is there for
preserving the remaining
eagles? Practically none.
There are still plenty of nest
sites available, but with the
continual use of DDT there
is no hope of reproduction and
the remaining pairs of eagles
will gradually die off. Agri-
cultural officials say that
DDT will remain on the
market and be used only
under “strict” regulations.
People today will not accept
anything less than perfect
fruit and these sprays, even
if they eliminate some of the
fauna, are essential.

Dr. Keith Reynolds, who
used to write a weekly
column, Mostly Birds, stated
on September 29, 1962:
“Chemicals are wrecking the
balance of nature, All of these
pesticides were developed, of
course, because there was,
and still is, a demand and
need for them. Unfortunately
in many cases the technology
of their development and
production often out-paced the
conduct of adequate research
to determine the biological

_ﬂ‘}}hif_t__oﬁh&lr—use/_'
e St. Thomas Times-

Journal published an editorial ==
its ]
Lumps” on March 10, 1969.

entitled “DDT Getting

LSt

The story is still the same
but the productwn of this con-
trovers.al pesticide is not de-
creasing, The facts are quite
evident to the Pesticides Con-
trol Section of the Department
of Health. They have the DDT
lion by the tail but still seem
reluctant to twist it.

The late Charles Broley was
a Canadian bank manager
who, retiring at the age of
60, banded more than 1,100
young eagles. Most of
these birds were banded in
‘Florida but his work contri-
buted a tremendous amount
of nmew scientific knowledge
about the habits of eagles.
When Mr. Broley lectured at
Thomas in 1953, he ex-
pressed concern about the
population decline - of the
southern race of hald eagles.
Millions of pounds of pesti-
cides are produced annually
by big companies — com-
panies whose shareholders
would find it difficult to
comprehend why  anyone
would worry” about the loss
of a few eagles while their
shares were reaping hand-
some dividends.” -

The late Rachael Carson in

" her. book “Tha Silent Spring”

. Tocked the chemical  world

 with her philosophy and pre-

1

d:ctmns on the use of pesti
!"cides. The chemical com-
panies, - naturally rallied to
defend their products and
tried to smooth the tide. of

- uncertainty that was develop-

ing in the minds of potential
customers. Today, some of
the former doubters are be-
ginning  to . realize - that
Rachael Carson was not writ-
ing fiction and many of her

" nests.

theories are proving to be !
correct. It is a rather strange |

world we live in when chemi-
cals that have been proven
detrimental to many forms of
wildlife are allowed to remain
on the market.

Yes. we mnow live better
electrically. but are we and
other forms of lie on this
earth living better chemic-
ally?

| We may not be able to save |
the bald eagle in Ontario. but

many

I
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cause reproductive failures in |
Liwda e fnasvenn3tat !
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people could help in !

this study of present and
former nest sites. The adult
bald eagle is a very large
bird with a wing span up to
seven and one-half feet. The
adults have a white head and
tail with the remainder of the
body and wings very dark
brown. Their bulky nests,
sometimes 12 feet high with
a four-foot diameter platform,
are usually built in a fork
of the tallest, most-difficult-to
climb tree in the woodlot.
Mrs. Florence Weekes of
883 Riverside Drive, London,
has been very enthusiastic
about this study and has
tracked down many of the
nesting sites. If you are fam-
iliar with bald eagles and
know of any active or inactive
please ZIorward the
location (lot and concession
number of the townships) to
Mrs. Weekes, Earl Lemon of
West Lorne, Max Alton, RR
7, Tillsonburg, or Marshall
Field, 89 Elm Street, St. Tho-

mas.

All Elgin County nesting
eagle sites, past or present,
will be plotted on a county
map and retained by the St.
Thomas Field Naturalists
Club as a historical eounty

amed for Dusappearance of Bald Eagies from Elgin

nesting distribution chart. a
student of from
Cornell spent
seventy days at Hawk Cliff
vear Port Stanley in 1967 ob-
serving the fall hawk migra-
tion. During that entire
period. his total count of bald
eagles was seven. Some 13
years earlier. 21 bald eagles
were tabulated on a single
September day’'s migration
count. The odds for their sur-
vival are great and it is con-
ceivable that the bald eagle
could become extinct in
Southern Ountario before the
end of this century.
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The Citizens of the Township
of Dunwich and the Village of
Ducton present this Book as a
‘Tribute to the Valour of their
2ons and Daughters whe
served in

((orld (ar 1T
1930 - 1945




