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DUTTON’S DREAM:
Money-raising effort
first for major project
in more than 20 years

P From page B1

“Now we're going to do the
corporate canvass. After that,
we don’t know. We're leaning
toward a lottery. In two years
that would put us over the top.”

Gardiner says he’s confident
the Lions Club can complete its
money-raising campaign by the
end of next year.

GENEROUS RESPONSE: Nancy
McKillop (a distant cousin of
Dan and also executive-director
of the Dutton Co-operative
Child Care Centre), says the
public response has been over-

whelmingly open-handed. “We -

collected $965 from the 13 fam-
ilies who live on our road
alone.”

Dunwich Township adminis-
trator Ken Loveland says it has
been 23 years since area resi-
dents last put together a major
money-raising campaign. “That
was in 1969, for the community
centre.”

However, there are some vet-
erans around from a battle
about 15 years ago to get day-
care centres established in the
community.

“We had no idea how much
we didn’t know,” says Gail Dris-
coll, preparing lunches for
about 30 lively youngsters at’a
centre set up in the basement of
the " Wallacetown United
Church.

“There were only 11 or 12
families involved originally in
1977. We were new (o all the
rules and regulations and the
way the government could

Lake Erie

The London Free Press

As the day-care project ex-
panded over the years, “we
went from church to house to
school. T never thought I'd see
the day we’d have a new, central
centre,” Driscoll says.

Dan McKillop says that once
the decision was made to go for
anew library, it was a short step
to deciding it would be a *“re-
source library” — one with a
bigger selection of materials,
from books to videos, than the
usual neighborhood lending
library.

“*St. Thomas was our re-
source, but it’s too far away.”
McKillop says circulation at the
existing Dutton Dunwich li-
brary has more than tripled in

George Blumson/The London Free Press

Communify gung ho for action

Nancy McKillop, executive director of the Dutton
Co-operative Child Care Centre, looks forward to
spring when the 50 youngsters now cared for in
scattered locations, including here in the basement
of Wallacetown United Church, will gather under a
single roof. Dutton and Dunwich Township resi-
dents are working to raise $300,000 for four new
projects, including the day-care centre and rent-
geared-to-income housing for seniors. Page B1
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By LORI RIEGER
Staff Reporter
DUTTON — Local residents
have moved one step closer to
a new co-operative child care
centre.

Supporters of the project, in-
cluding parent co-operative
child care centre executive di-
rector Nancy MecKillop, offi-
cially broke ground recently
for the centre which is ex-
pected to begin construction
within the next few months.
The new centre will be located
north of Dutton.

Ms McKillop said the com-
munity is enthused about the
project, which is receiving
fundraising support from three
other local agencies including
the Lions Club, public library
and village recreation commit-
tee.

“I think it’s a great idea to
work together and have the co-
operation of the community,”
she said.

The provincial government
has given $700,000 toward the

project through its JobsOnta-
rio program. Ms McKillop said
the community has to raise an
additional 20 per cent (of the
$700,000 amount) on its own.

The new centre, which will
house 50 children, will replace
the current system which Ms
McKillop says is inconvenient.
Currently, parents with child-
ren of different ages have to
drive to separate locations to
drop them off for child care.

For example, infants are
housed in a portable at the
Dunwich-Dutton Public School
while preschoolers are taken
care of at the Wallacetown
United Church.

Ms McKillop said the new fa-
cility will provide care to in-
fants, tweenies (up to 18
months), toddlers, pre-school-
ers and a kindergarten class.
The co-operative nursery
school will be held at the school
portable.

She said the parent board of
directors hopes to have the
building ready by July.

Dutton breaks ground on child Cntre

Iy

BREAKING GROUND — Nancy McKillop, executive di-
tector of the Dutton Co-operative Child Care Centre, and
the co-operative’s president Peter Munavish break
ground on the site of a new centre slated to be completed
by July. — (Staff)
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