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* PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT
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Wallacetown Fair Goers

WALLACETOWN (Staff) — The
wife of Canada’s Prime Minister
is surely his best public rela-

tions representative. Gracious,
charming, and with a serene
' beauty, Olive Diefenbaker won

the hearts of all whom she met at
Wallacetown's Centennial Fair
yesterday.

Accompanying her husband, who
ofticially opened the 100th annual
exhibition, she was smartly gown-
ed in a slim two-piece dress of
biack textured crepe. This was a
purfect foil for the white orchid
corsage, which was presented to
her during the official ceremon-
ies. She complemented her gown
with a chic hat of black woollen
lace which covered a coolie —
shaped foundation of silk, and a
tailored coat of brown gabardine
completed her ensemble.

From the United Nations in New
York, with its stress and interna-
tional flavor to the quiet country-
side that forms the backdrop for
the fair, is a major transition, but
Mrs. Diefenbaker slipped into it
with ease, and the enthusiasm
with which she greeted Elgin re-
sidents was spontaneous and gen-
vine. Politics, and the affairs of
state are strictly her hushand’s
department and she prefers re-
maining apart from any discus-
sion of these subjects.

Several delightful incidents oc-
curred during the time she ming-
led with the guests in the fair

Prime Minister Diefenbaker’s visit to
Elgin Friday—the first since he became

head of the government

in Canada—

shows what a remarkable man he is. In
.coming here to officially open the Wal-
lacetown fair on its hundredth anniver-
sary he honored the pioneers who with
faith in the future of the County inaugu-
rated the fair and the people who during

the intervening years by direction

and

participation have made it a continqing
success. But it was the sacrifice of time
from his complex duties and the energy
he had to expend to make the trip that
showed his great devotion to duty and his
loyalty to his-fellow Canadians, as he ra-
fers to the people when he addresses
them. A man in his position and at a time
of international crisis such as we are
undergoing today could very well have
lasked to be excused from coming to the

Wallacetown fair’s

centennial. He was|

shuttling back and forth between Ottawa,
where national affairs had to be constant-
ly attended to, and New York, to deliver
at the United Nations what many have
since said was the most momentous ad-
dress of his career and to confer with|
the leaders of other nations. Yet he has-|
tened to Elgin to fulfil an engagement he
had made some time age and which no
doubt he considered as much of his duty
o fulfil, if he possibly could, as those of |
more vital importance. That he did find |
time to make the trip is to his everlasting |
' eredit and to that of Mrs. Diefenbaker, |
who accompanied him and whose gracious |
 presence at the fair was genuinely appre-

| clated.
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|

biulding, where tea was being ser-
ved. One was the presentation to
her of a box of raspberries from
Edward Newman, a West Lorne
vesidents, whose bushes have
borne a small second crop of the
siicculent fruit. Mrs. Diefenbaker
was truly pleased by Mr. New-
man’s gesture and when he told
her, proudly, “I'm a veteran, too,
like your John. I fought in both
wars, and I want you to tell your

much for its veterans as Canada.”
she gave him an appreciative
smile and said she had noticed
he was wearing two service but-
tons. She assured Mr. Newman
that she and the Prime Minister
would enjoy the fruit on their ar-
rival in Ottawa Friday evening.

Then she insisted on posing for
a picture .with Mrs. John Graham.,
wife of the rector at historical old
St Peter's Anglican Church at
Tyrconnell. Mr. Diefenbaker and
Mr. Graham attended university
together, and the Graham grand-
coildren are loathe to believe that
their grandfather was a classmate
of the Prime Minister. This photo-
graphic proof, Mrs. Diefenbaker
believes, should convince them.

Several school boys, standing in
wide-eyed admiration caught her
attention, and parting the crowd,
ste held out her hand to the small-
est of the group, and shaking it
vigorously, told him how nice it
was to meet him, asked his name
ang if he were enjoyving the fair.
The other two were greeted in sim-
ilar fashion, andeit’s almost a
certainty that the young Dunwich
trio have definitely decided the
wife of Canada’s Prime Minister
1s pretty special.

She poured tea for a time, in
company with Mrs. James Me-
Bain, wife of Elgin’s MP, and ad-
mired the antique vase of rose

lace covered table. She compli-
mented Mrs. Peter Love, Wallace-
town, general convener of the
pleasant event, and Mrs. Clare
Blue, Wallacetown, her assistant,
on the arrangements of chrysan-
| themums which graced the tea
| table area.

| Most of all though, in informal
| ard friendly fashion, she enjoyed
herself. There was no rigid sche-
dule to he observed, no thought
of protocol or precedence, just an
cpportunity to relax and delight
in the opportunity of being a
sectator at an event that is a
Canadian tradition, a country
{ fdir.

husband no country has done as-

hubnail glass which centred the B

| baker renewed acquaintance
| Graham, of Tyrconnel.
Rev. John Graham, who is rector of historic St.

APPRECIATED GIFT—The offering of a box | &raciously received by Mrs, Diefenbaker, who

assured the veteran of two World Wars, that

she and Mr. Diefenbaker would enjoy eating
them on their arrival home last night.

of raspberries to the wife of Canada’s Prime Min~
ister, by Edward Newman, of West Lorne, was

Fair yesterday afternoon, Mrs., John G. Diefen-
with Mrs. John
The Prime Minister and

Miss Joan Simpson, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Simpson,
‘Wallacetown, presented a gift ol
jewelry to Mrs. Diefenbaker and
flowers were also given both Mrs,
Diefenbaker and Mrs, McBain:
Warden Harvey Liddle made the
presentation of a book on the 'I‘_a\.x-‘
bot settlement to the Prime Min-
ister.

PICTURED FOR POSTERITY—At Wallacetown | Peter’s Angli

an Church at Tyrconnell, attended
university together, and for the benefit of the
Graham grandchildren, Mrs. Diefenbaker sug-
gested a picture of herself and Mrs. Graham as
a memetiic of the day.—(T.-J. Photos).




Unveil Centennial Gates
At Wallacetown Fair:
Diefenbaker Here Today

WALLACETOWN (Staff) — A
tribute in stone to the agricul-
tural pioneers of Elgin County
was officially dedicated today at
Wallacetown’s Centennial Fair.
Officiating at the ceremony held
under leaden skies was John A.
Carroll, of Brampton, former
provincial assistant deputy minis-
ter of agriculture.

Mr. Carroll cut the ribbon and

officially opened the new gates to
Wallacetown #air' grounds:

The stone entrance carries two
plaques, the first one %tates: “To
honor the pioneers of this com-
munity and all those who during
the past 100 years have served
the cause of agriculture.”

The second one reads: “West
Elgin Agricultural Society, 1860-
1960. Presented by the Ontario
Dept. of Agriculture in recogni-
tion of 100 years of service, Sept.
30, 1960.”

TRIBUTE PAID

Mr. Carroll reviewed the early
days of agriculture in Elgin
County and paid striking tribute
to the agricultural societies who
“hammered away in the 80’s to
obtain provincial establishments
and institutions which have great-
1y benefitted the cause of agricul-
ture over the years.”

Mr. Carroll was introduced by
Arnold Lee, of Rodney,
ate past president of the Ontario
Association of Agricultural So-
cieties.
Rev. R. B. Cumming, assistant
minister of _Calvary United
Church, London, Ont.

Mr. Cummings gave the dedica-
tion and the blessing. He first
came to the Wallacetown area in
1907 and said he considered him-
self an adopted son.

Also speaking briefly was the
Rev. H. R. Stevenson, of Chesley
United Church. Mr. Stevenson is |
practically a native of the area
haying been born only three mﬂes
away at Tyrconnell.

immedi- |

| words:
Also participating was |

: Gate Dedacatlon

The society’s 100th birthday ana
the contribution of those who haa
gone on before were marked by
the dedication of the handsome
memorial gates at 11:30 am. on
Friday.

In the absence of President Co-
lin Morrison who had gone to Lon-
don to greet the Prime Minister,
| Arch, McTavish, first vice-presideny |
‘acted as chairman.

J. A. Carroll, Dunwich native,

lland a former Ontario assistant
officiated

minister of agriculture,
at the dedication. He told of some
.of his firgt impressions of Wallace-
town Fair and referred to the dif-
ference in exhibits then and now.

Mr. Carroll gave credit to agri-
cultural societies for the establish-
‘ment of a Provincial Department
of Agriculture as well as other or-
ganizations so helpful to the in-
dustry today.

“This idea of memorials,” Mr.
Carroll said, “was begun in my re-
gime, because it was decided thau
fairs reaching 100 years should not
go unrecognized.” . . . . *I hope
when we see these gates and entex
them we will remember those pi-
joneers who founded this society.”
|  Bearing two plaques, the new
' gates consist of central ticket office
and two flanking angelstone pillars.

On the east plague are the
“To honor the pioneers of
this community and all those who

|during the past 100 years have

served the cause of agriculture.”

After four
the centennial of Wallacetown Fair
passed into history on Sunday. In
its wake it must have left a feel-
ing of gratification among fair of-
ficials over a big job well done and
| certainly one of pleasant recollec-
tions among the thousands who
were in attendance.

The event had just about every-
thing to make it successful—the
visit from Prime Minister Diefen-
!F dedication of memorial gates,
y\phcal fall weather, an excellent
parade, fast—smeppmg bands, plenty
of entertainment for young and old,
a fine showing of the best in agri-
cultural products—and finally and
appropriately, a divine service.

Prime Minister’s Visit

Outstanding in the recollections
of most fair-goers will be the visit
of Prime Minister John Diefenbaker:
and his gracious and kindly wife.
Many were dubious about the
Prime Minister being able to fina
time from his heavy duties to at-
tend the fair. But he made it and
obviouslw enjoyed his few hours on

event-ﬁa,cked days,

! The west pillar bears the in-
scription: “West Elgin Agricultural
Society, 1860 to 1960, presented by
the department of agriculture 1im
recognitionn of 100 years service,
September 30, 1960.”

Leading dedicatory prayers was
Rev. R. B, Cummings of London,
pastor of Calvary United Churcm.
Others assisting in the ceremony
' were Rev. H. R. Stevenson of Ches-
ley United Church, formerly ol
Tyrconnell, Arnold Lee, of Rodney,
past president of the Omemo Asso-
ciation of Agricultural Societies ana
S. M. Pearce, Iona, former fair
board president.

Centennial Fair Draws Thotlands.
To Wallacetown in Four Days

the grounds as much as people ap-

preciated seeing and meeting him.
Chats With Children

On the way to Wallacetown from
London, where Mr. and Mrs. Dief-
enbaker landed in a Department of
Transport Viscount, the Prime Min-
ister noticed several children lining
the road in front of S.S. 6, South-
wold. His car and police escort pull-
ed over and stopped and the Prime
Minister shook hands with half the
children. Mrs. Stewart Munroe,
senior teacher at the school, beam-
ed: “Now my 'children won’t say
again that our Prime Minister’s
name is Bisenhower.”

At S.S. 8, Southwold, his caval-
cade stopped again while he spoke
with more school children lining
the road.

“It's a great country,” he said.
“Any of these boys could become
prime minister. The first prime
minister I ever saw was Sir Wilfrid
Laurier—when I was a newsboy.”

Interest in District
Addressing some 5,000 persons,
Mr. Diefenbaker referred to the
fact that one of the reasons for

J. A. CARROLL
Who will preside at the gate
dedication on Friday at 11:30

' Fair.

wanting to come to the Centennial
Fair was because of a family con-
nection with the district. His great-
grandfather, George Bannerman,
had settled on Talbot lands in Dun-
wich Township in 1818, he said. He
still has the oath of allegiance that
his forefather took in order to get
the land. )

His great-grandfather later mov-
ed to Simcoe County, he said, but
most of the people who settled in
the Wallacetown area in those days
are still represented, and he rhym-
ed off the names of the Blues, the
Campbells, - Dixons,
Fords, 'Galbraiths, McPhersons and.
many others.

Came From U.N.

Mr. Diefenbaker came to the fair
directly from New York and the
General Assembly of the TUniteq
Nations, He had gone to New York,
he said, with high hopes, but Rus-
sia’s Premier Khrushchev had made
@ speech “which in no way indicat-
ed that he had in mind the main-
tenance of peace through dlsa.rma-
ment.”

(Continued on Page' Three)
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FAIR GATES BEDICATED.—A permanent tribute to those
have served the cause of agriculture in West Elgin during
past 100 years was unveiled watcrdav at V\’alhu‘tou n Cer
John A. Carroll, Brampton, on right, officiated at the
ing of the fair ground’s new gates. He 1 with Ar M
Tavish, first vice-president of fhp West F_‘lg in Agricultural Society,
examining one of two plagues on the gates—(T.-J. Phote).

T
whae

One of the most interested spec-
tators at the unveiling wag C. W.
Buchanan, former Elgin Agricul-
tural representative, now living ati
Thamesvillee. Mr. Buchanan told
The Advance that it is 49 years
since he first attended Wallace- |
town Fair, :

PM BUSY FAIRGOER — Prime Minister John
‘Diefenbaker was just one of the thousands of
fairgoers who “made the rounds” at Wallace-
town yesterday. Here, the prime minister is
shown extending greetings and congratulations

to pretty Nancy Caldwell, 10, of Shedden one

of the pony cart drivers. Reside Mr., Diefens

baker is Ernie Halpenny, MP from’ London and,
1 in bachgwuqd, a1wthe1 mnn W [Shi’r stands nhear-

CAX It




