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Whick Came To Dunwich Settlers
A Century Ago

For the past week -memories have

]events occurring in Dutton during the
Jpast fifty ~years. The “antiques,”
facial and otherwise, have now bheen
| laid away for another jubilee. Th#
Advance has been privileged to peruse
some papers which came to this dis-
trict almost one hundred years ago.
.There was then no Dutton or Wal-

‘lacetown, only a fow scattered settlers

| throughout the townsaip, most of
ithem residing in the Talbot Settle-
ment. These papers, which have been
{preserved by Mrs. B. E. Sifton, were
thanded down by her parents, Mr. and
+Mrs. Andrew Backus, and are relig-
{ious publications, with 2nough general
‘news to give one an idea of events in
[ Upper and Lower Canada at this early
period, Although discolored by age
the reading mafter is quite distinct

The oldest of these is that of “The|

{ Christian Sentinel,” ‘published weekly

af Three Rivers, Quebec, dated Feb- |

;yuary, 1831. In a discussion on the |
| Episcopacy -the editor reprints Rev.
Charles Wesley's letter to Rev. Dr.

Chandler, just previous to the doctor’s

embarking for America, and near the |

iclose of Wesley's life, 'The opening

sentence is quite pathetic, “As you are
setting out for America, end I for a !

more distant country, I think it is

needful to leave with you some ac-

count of myself and companions.”
The letter is dated 1785.

i “The Bentinel” was a small eight- |

page paper, the subscription being 15
shillings per annum. Evidently each
dssue was prized as they were care~
Fully preserved and bound and no
doubt were passed among the- then
congregation of St. Pefer’s.

Several issues of ‘The Church,” 2
more pretentious Church of England
-publication, have also bsen presetved.
“The Church” was published at
Cobourg nd the earlisst date is 1843,
which was ‘the sixth year of its pub-
{lication. “The Church” carried con-
isiderable advertising at this early
“date, mostly of Toronto professional
“men and educational institutions. Of
finterest to Western Ontario settlers at
“that time was no doupt the advertise=-
iment of the Canada Land Company,
swho were offering - “Fight hundred
thousand acres in Caaada West. No
money down.” 'The lana  varied in
fvalue from 2s, to 13s. 9d. per acre.

The Clergy Reserves, management
of *Crown Lands and Free Schools
‘were the subjects of warm discussions
\in the Legislative Assembly in 1845,

In 1843 there were troublous timeg
in Upper Canada, following the rebel-
lion of 1837. Meetings A were being
ield in various centres of the province
#o protest against special rights and
i =z being sranted o certain
persons. At a largely attended meet-
ing« at Kingston the following is one
of many resolutions pussed:

{ “That we repudiate and condemn all
Bystems of Government tending to ex-
elude any man from office, power, or
influence in the Province, on account
lof the place of his birth, the religious
ereed he phofesses, or the political
party to which he may be attached;
we respect all loyal subjects, of all

5

ipolitical parties; and we support no.

{Administration that confines the pat-
fronage of the Crown to partizans —
ithat prefers party to the country; or
{that neglects loyalty, integrity, talent
fand merit, to cxalt the undeserving,
lthe disloyal, or the ignorant.”

S ome

been recalled and scenss reviewed of:
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What wag our lovely Canada like
two hundred and fifty years ago,
you ask., Well, it-just happens that
we are in a position to partly ans-
wer that question, because quite
lately the Archives Departmeént at
Ottawa sent us a translation from
the French of a journal, kept by one
Asseline De Ronual, who. probably
was the first honest-to-goodness
| tourist that Canada had, for he
geemy to - have come, not for fur
trading, the usual reagon then, but
purely to see what Canada was like
—our Rirst Tourist, now it keeps
our authorities busy building new
highways to accommodate the
throngs, “See Canada” has really
become an obsession with our Am-
erican cousing, and we are all hear-
tily glad to welcome them.

But it was a wild and woolly Can-
ada that Asseline De Ronual found
in 1662, & Canada where gcalping
your enemies was lhe order of the
day—and more especially the night
—3 (Canada where the whites found
a fierce and relentlegs enemy in the
| savage Iroquois Indians, who ha-
I rassed the white settlements for
over fifty years, until Count De
Frontenac, the then French Gover-
nor and a bonnie fighter, headed a
French force right down into the
Jheart of the Iroqueis homeland—
now (entral New York State—and
gave them 'a taste of their own
medicine, for when Frontenae and
his force turned homeward again-—
they must have cote around 600
miles to punish the Iroguois—the
Indians’ settlements were a black-
ened waste, and they mnever both-
ered the whites on the island 'of
- Montreal again. It was too bad that
such stern measures were found ne-
cessary, because the Iroquols, un-
like all other Indians, had reédal set-
tlements and living guarters, had
even fine fields of corn, they seem
to have been at one and the same
time the' fiercest, as well as.the most
civilized, Indian tribe that the white
men found in possession of North
America., This was all récalled to
us the other evening, when wé
heatd a really splendid lecture by a
full-hblooded Iroguois, Chief De-yo-
kah, and his opening words wers,
“1 belong to the Jroquois people, the
dark and bloody Iroquois, and I'am
dark, but I hope not bloody.” Now,
please keep this a deep, deep secrst,
before he reached the end of his
lecture hs wag telilng jokes ahout
the Scotch., 'Thig is positively the
last straw, shades of Sir Walter
Sott and Rabbie Burns, not to men-
tion Wallace and Bruce—an Iro-
quois chief poking fun at the Scoteh
—our ain guid Scoteh DHluid hae
Iweached the boiling point.
~ But let us get back again to As-
line De Ronual—the first Cana-
ian  Tourist—and the year 1662,
ere i how he found our Canada

T :
“In 1662 on the twentyv-second of

"_Mgg,;l‘ embarked from France and

i Sail for Cduada, we arrived sace-
ly at the River St. Lawrence and
| we ascended with a favorable wind

until off Tadousac, where the wind '

CANADA IN 1662

became contrary, which forced us
to drop anchor. Tadousac is the first
place that  one meets which has
een inhabited.
it may be at present, but at that
time there were a Catholic chapel, &
few houses and
there, all rather in disorder on ac-
count of continual
quois, ‘who, however, live far off,

leagues away. In order to give full
gatisfaction to the reader, it is right
and convenient that I should not
forget to give them a true, just and
taithful account of what I saw my-
self during my voyage to Canada. I
shall begin with what happened at
Tadousac when we were there, asg
being the first place we passed on
making this voyage. .

“It seems that two young Iro-
quois were in love with the daugh-
ter of one of their chiefs.. They|
agreed that he should marry her
wlio first brought back the scalp of
a woman or girl of their enemies,
the French, on condition that they
should go alone on the scalping
misgion, each going his own way
and finding his own woman or girl
vietim, Tt is to be noted that they
consider it more courageous to kill
a woman or girl than to kill a man,
gince one must be pretty bold to go

nearly so, in order to. find them, be-
cause in that country the women
hardly venture out at all on account
of the continual forays. of the re-
doubtable Iroquois, who .are usually
in the bush somewhere to catch the
whites. And they are such patient
and cangerous enemies loo, if they
[‘thought they could capture anyone,
~they would wait a whole week in

two water-millg |
i
bands of Iro-|

coming from two hundred and fifty |

and look in their houses, or very,

| the one place and eating only a
handful of flour a day. : !

“Although .their country is very
far from Tadousac, nevertheless one
of these Iroquois lovers went there,
and, when the bell was ringing for
Mass on Sunday morning and all,
the people assembling, this Iroquois
came out of the bush and went on
to a little eminence which is near
the land, and. which is covered by
the sea at high tide, and where you
may go on -dry feet when the- tide
is out. On thig little eminence he
saw two-white women looking for

shell-fish, When these two poor
womeén  saw their enemy c¢om-
ing they tran as fast as they

could, nevertheless there was one

quois downed her with a spear he
carried, ripped off her scalp, which

had happened. But, meanwhile the
tide

water, and Dhesides the other Wwo-
mah, who had escaped. gave the
alarm to the people going to Mass.
Thege men, all armed even going 1o
Mags, ran swiftly towards the Ivo-
quois, wounded him first and then

e e .
trogurs, otfter bhe hod  coulessed |
why he calile such u Wwig ulstance

Lto el the scalp of & Wiie wolilan,
dlw GUrig tie Lwo Lours wedply ot |
slow woriute he sang lustily in or-
wer to show that he Wwas not sorcy
W Wwhat be had wone,

Jdon for her.”
Lriere, what was our Canads in
sbd, but we have clianged greatly
aee, even the ‘‘durk and bloody
.squoig” have c¢hanged, because,
_hief De-yo-kalh told us the other!
© Jeling in bis lecture that when he'
Coent out lagt summer among the
cow remaining remnants of hig tore
.athers—he hoped to pick up some!
(uld and lovely Iroguois lullabies—
and thers he found the lroguois
mothers putting their babies to
sleep with this doggerel, “Yes, We
Have No Bananag ‘l'oday.”

Verily,

Jingle will do.
MALCOLM.

who was unable to escape, the Iro-|:
seemed tb come off easily, and hung|
it at his belt as coolly as if nothing |

de wags coming in and the little|
eminence was almost surrounded by |

 captured bim alive. The next day|
they deliver 3 2. hand!
‘of AMgougul iy, wihio are our
friends ery. cnﬁi_:w-eniezatly‘f1 ‘
happe rhy. The Aigon-
quins ‘glow death by,

. He maust |
auve beell a very pasgsiouate lover |
) have takeu such a aeep resolu- |

- Romance seems to have “
quite fled this sordid world—any old |

I do not know how ||

Canadian Pacific Railway Plan Called Worse Than Plan to

Utilize Icebergs; Canada Was Branded as
Most Over-Rated Colony”

" that is not worth keeping.

‘Bay Company, had the ‘gold fever’

A LONDON VIEW OF CANADIAN -2
'~ CONDITIONS FIFTY YEARS AGO

The following article was taken|

from & copy of Truth (Londen) in |
1881. In view of the fact that atj
that time Truth led the field in Eng-il
land in financial circles, it is very |
interesting and amusing to read a|
Britisher’s view of Canadian condi-|
tions at that time, as compared with !
Canada’s present-day status:

“The Canadian Pacific Railroad
Company has begun, I see, to launch
its bonds. A group of Montreal and
New York bankers have undertaken
to float ten million dollars’ worth
of the company’s land grant bonds,
and the Bank of Montreal, with its
usual courage, has taken one-fourth
of the entire loan. This announce-
ment looks as if the Canadians are
going to raise the necessary capital
on the other side of the water, but |
1 have a shrewd suspicion that they
have no real intention of doing any-!
thing of the kind. The New York-!
ers are keen enough gamblers and
reckless enough at times, I admit,
and yet it is impossible to believe
that they are such fools as to put
their money into this mad project.
1 would as soon credit them with a
willingness to subscribe hard cash
in support of a scheme for the utliz-
ation of icebergs.

A Frost Bound Country

“The Canadian Pacific Railway
will run, 3 it is ever finished,
through a country frost bound for
seven or eight months in the year,
and will connect with the western
part of the Dominion, a province
which embraces about as forbidding
a country as any on the face of the |
earth. British Columbia, they say,
have forced on them the execution
of this part of the contract under
which they became incorporated
with the Dominion, and believe that
prosperity will ¢come to them when
the line is made. This is a delusion
on their part. British Columbia is
a barren, cold, mountain country
It would
never Lave been inhabited at all, un-
less by trappers of the Hudson’s

not taken a party of mining adven-
turers there, and ever since that
fever died down the place has been
going from bad to worse. Fifty rail-
roads would not galvanize it into
prosperity.

“Nevertheless, the Canadian Gov-
ernment has fairly launched into |
this project and I have no doubt
the English public will soon be ask-
ed to further it with their cash. The
parade of selling bonds in New York
and Montreal is the new way of do-
ing business that ‘syndicates’, bank-
ers and loan contractors have adopt-
ed in order that it may seem that |
they have faith in the schemes they
father. I doubt if ten millions of
dollars of ready cash could be found
in - all of Canada for this or any|
other work of utility at a pinch, but
the Canadians are mnot such idiots
as’'to part with one dollar of their
own if they can borrow their neigh-
borg’. The Canadians spend money
and we provide it. That has been
the arrangement hitherto, and it has
worked out splendidly—for the. Can-
adians—too well for them to try!
any other scheme with the Cana- |
dian Pacific, which they must know!
is never likely to pay a single red .
cent of interest on the money that
may . be” sunk in it. A friend of
mine told me—and he knew what he
was talking about—that he did not|
believe the much-touted Mavnitoba"
settlemént would  hold out many
years. The people who have gone
there cannot stand the coldness of
the winters.

“fTour’ now

latter was obliged to go to Paris

{ market here so that it did a little
i better, but generally it has had. hard

! once it ig fairly committed to mak-

g
g !
~ “The Great Lone Land” H
“Men and cattle are frozen tol
death i numbers that would rathe:
startle the intending settler if E
knew; and those who are not killel
outright are often maimed for life
by frost bites. Its street nuisances
kill people with malaria, or drive
them mad with plagues of insects;
and to keep themselves alive during
the long winter they have to imitate
the habits of the Esquimaux. Those
who want to know what it is like
should read the ‘not-yet-forgotten
books of Colonel Butler. His ‘Great
Lone Land’ is the land of which the
Canadian Pacific Railway has yel
five and twenty million acres to sell
and it is through a death-dealing
region of this kind that the new
railway is to run. A
“Ag the bonds ‘secured’ on' this
land or others guaranteed by the
Dominion Government are sure to
be offered in this market by ‘Bank-
ers’ and others forming the com-
pany, I think a word or two on-Can-|
adian finances in general would bel
in season. Canada is one of the

| Thost over-rated colonies we have,

but is heartily ‘loyal’ and makes the
loyalty pay. Its astute inhabitants

. know well how to work on John

Bull’s susceptibilities, and I have
seen nothing finer in the way of ad-
vertising than poor Lord Lorne’s
in progress. He has
gone to the morth b.t just at the
right time and the gushing accounts
we are to create from the ‘specialg’

| who are accompanying him are ad-

mirably adapted to create a belief
that the true land of promise is fo
be found there at last. With such
a soil to till, and among such queen
worshippers, the distressed British
farmer would be in blisg. Of course,
they who choose can believe all that.
For my part I know of only one prov-
ince in the whole Dominion—that of
Ontario. ‘It is the only province,’
as a shrewd land jobber said to me
once, ‘where you can lend money on

{ Jand with any hope of ever seeing
your own again.

As for the coun-
try as a whole it is poor and it is
crushed ‘with debt. The supreme
government owes about thirty-five |
million pounds altogether, and every |i
province has its separate debt, as |
also has almost every collection of
shanties calling  itself a city. The
province and city of Quebec  arej

both nbtoriously baﬁki‘upt, and the !

with its last loan, probably because
nobody would lend it heve.

Saw Bankrljptcy Ahead

“Tast year the country had the
benefit of a good crop and a good

work to make both ends. meet, and
often couldn’t. Nearly every year
it comes for a new loan or two and

ing this new railway I see nothing
before it but bankruptey. While the
money is being spent all will go well
enough, perhaps, but in the end the
Dominion will have to go into liquid-
ation. It amazes me that its stocks
stand where they do as things are,
but if people took the trouble to
look bheneath the surface, prices
would be very different. One of
these days when the load gets too
heavy, Ontario is pretty certain to
go over to the States into which it
dovetails and where its best trade
outlet is. When the day comes the
‘Dominion’ will disappear. With the
contingency ahead and with the g
prospect of another fifty million |
pounds or o tn be added to the debt,
can it be said that Canadian un-
guaranteed four per cent., are worth
their present price? This ‘Dominion’
ig, in short, a ‘fraud” all through
and is destined to burst up like any
other fraud. Then, and not I sup-
pose till then; the British taxpayer
will ask why we ‘guaranteed’ so
much of this sham government
debt.” {
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