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' ROBERT BARR .AND PARENTS

|

N_ot.ed Novelist ‘Spem Part of His
- Boyhood Days At Wallacetown |
At the last meeting of the Wal-
lacetown Women’s Institute a very

T
| the remainder of their lives, Mr. Barr

el g S

-

“The parents lived in Windsor for

§d;s L

| taking a lively interest in politics./He
was what he called a “George Brown |
Grit.” He became a member of t.hel
Windsor council; was a Presbyterian, |
and a staunch member of 1St. An-

| interesting ' paper was given by Mrs.!
R, Bobier on Robert Barr, the novel- |
ist, and his parents, which is of
more than usual local interest, as tlie
| late novelist spent some years of his
boyhood days at Wallacetown—the
first home of his parents in Canada.
In later years, when Robert Barr
had #chieved fame as a writer, he
made several visits to the scene of
his boyhood days and also visited His
sister, Mrs. Alex. 8. McMillan, who |
resided  west of Campbellton for:
many years.

Robert Barr, Sr., was born in the
village of Houston, iScotland, in the
year 1826 When 24 years of age he |
married Jane Watson of “West Glen” |
farm, a mile’s walk from his villa.gm
- home. His father had been precent-
or in' the Eouston church for 30
years, and each member of the fam-
ily was musical. Robert Barr and
{his wife made their home in Glas-

gow, and their eldest child, Robert,
was born in that city, at Hillhead,
near the botanical gardens. The
famliy left Scotland for Canada in
1854, 4. a sailing vessel which took
seven weeks for the crossing. They
landed in Quebec and proceeded to
S8t. Thomas by canal boat and stage
coacli, They were met by an uncle
lof Mr. Barr, Mr. Archie McVannell,
iwho drove them to friends in Dun-
lwich. This was Mrs. Barr’s sister,
Mrs. Alex. Thomson, who lived on a
(farm not far from Dutton. On their
j axrival in Wallacetown they took up
|the1r residence on the lot adjoining |
the home of the late Mrs. Gunn.

‘Who - was to prophesy that morel

than one of the family was to he-
come famous? They occupied the old
house which was on the lot until Mr.
Barr, who was a bullder and con-
tractor, put up a new one.

In those early days there was
scareely a church or school house be-
tween Highgate and St. Thomas that
was not bullt by Mr. Barr. They
brought three children to Wallace-
town: Bobert, Mary and William. The
next three were born in the village:
John, Grace and little James. Mary
and little James died in Wallacetown
and were buried in Black’s cemetery.
| The little boy was drowned in a tiny
‘spring well, near a house being con-
.structed by his father at Cowal

“Wee M’n.ry," the invalid bed-ridden | 3
. . ers by the town boys, who, in turn,
n

e aaEer about 14,

The c vnfas a curious incident
connection with their child’s passing.
A neighbor, running in, found Mrs.
Barr making a shroud. In reply as
to Mary being worse, Mrs. Barr said
no, but, that previous to her leaving
(Boot,la.nd a soothsayer had told her
the date Mary would die. And as
the time was near, she was getting

the shroud ready. The amazing fact |

is, the child died just when predicted.
{ Mr. Barr was engulfed in the in-
i fidel ~ trend that was sweeping the
‘country at that time, and wrote to
. some extent, expounding his opinions.
In time his better judgment prevail-
ed, he thought differently, his belief
had changed. He arose one morning,
gathered up all his manuscript, and
burned them.

‘Mrs. Barr was fine looking, clever,
and a good business woman. With
all the handicaps she had she was
able to put on a good appearance.
. Bhe had good silken apparel, silk and
| brocade shawls, etc. .=+
! The family was growing up and
! there was not employment in Wal-
{ lacetown. They left and bought &
| farm between Highgate and Duart,
before the ¢ old Canada Southern
IR. R. went through. The younger
children attended a school near
| Muirkirk, having two miles to walk.
*Another James Alexander, and
Thomas,- were born on th e farm,

drew’s Society, of which he was bard
for many years.

Like many Scotchmen he possessed
an unchanging, romantic affection for
his motherland, as he says in one of
his poems:

“Thy very name, auld Scotland,

Thrills through and through my
heart; -

Thy miountains, glens and sea-girt
shores

We grieve that stern fate has de-
signed us to part,

And the land that we love we may

never see more.” »
But he did see it again. He made
two visits back to Scotland. ‘The

first while he was still on the farm;
the second, a memorable : occasion,
when he spent a month in London,
England, the guest of his two gifted
sons, Rcbert and James.

At this time he made a more leis-
urely visit to his native land. He
saw Abbotsford and Melrose by
moonlight, Ayr and the Burns coun-
try, stately Edinburgh, and visited ail
his youthful haunts at Houston and
along the bonnie river Clyde.

In his younger days Mr. Barr was
a good singer, and had knowledge of
hundreds of [Spojtish songs. These,
with - his witty stories, made him
much sought after for concerts and
other gatherings. He and his daugh-
ter Grace, who had a lovely voice,
were great favorites as entertainers in
Elgin and Kent counties, and always
sang their songs free of charge.

Mr ‘and Mrs. Bart’s married life]
covered a space of 61 years. Mr.|
Barr passed away in 1915, aged 88.

He published one volume of verse,
and wrote a great many articles for
the local papers, always taking a
| keen interest in affairs of the day.

Robert Barr was born at Hillhead,

| Robert

near the botanical gardens in Glas-
 gow, Scotland, 1850, and
- Wallacetown at the age of about four.
His brother John's earliest mental

\ pock-marked face.
| in Glasgow, where they did not pay:
| more attention to it than to a case
| of tummy-ache, and no care was tak-
‘en to prevent the disfigurement of
“the victim. ‘

To quote from his brother, “In
those days in Wallacetown it was,
just one fight after another among
the boys. They gibed Robert for
his Scotch accent. Those from back
in the country were called bushwack-

were called toadwackers, taking the
name fom the great number of frogs
in the swamp to the east of the
place. Jack Rose, town boy, could
lick any of the country boys, but the
rest of us did not always fare sol
‘well.” Mr. Barr moved to a farm in
Orford B EBont “county, and ‘here the
boys ‘uhiended. Sa  GOGALY T school;
where Robert was by far the smart-
est «pupil, and wearly in life began to
show a great desire for books. These
were very scarce, and while in Wal-
lacetown he never visited a neighbor
- without looking round for a book and
borrowing it, if he could. In this way
he got hold of the “Arabian Nights,”
which was a forbidden volume and
had to be kept out of sight of his
parents. The bock was hidden in a
hollow tree back in the woods, and
three of the boys would take every
opportunity to sneak back, especially
when their parents were at church,
and seated behind a fallen tre¢ Ro-
bert would read aloud the: wonderful
stories.

picture of Robert shows a barefoot |“The Measure of the Rule.”
boy with tangled hair and a terribly-|ed all the teachers, and made good
He had smallpox  headway. He passed his exams, but

velop the ability to make up storie
of his own. These he would tell hid
brothers, a chapter at a time and
they were so interested that he held
them in bondage, fearing that hg
might stop the story. A threat to dd
this always made the younger mem-

About this time he began to deq

building & church and her mother
had come to keep house for him. |
About 1877 the family removed to
Windsor, principally to secure better |
education for the younger children. |

while the youngest child, Jeanie, was ;
porn in Duart, where her father was!

bers obedient to his orders.
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~ When he was a little over
of a paper. It was called “Peter
Puzzle’'s Paper,” and there was only [
one copy issued each week. It was
done in pencil and carried illustra-
tions of the parts of the story still
untold. It was intended to sharpen
his brother’s interest in the story. His
brothers  said, “These pictures al-
ways caused us much wonder, for we
were to be connected with the story.
One day the story would stop with
the hero fighting Indians out west,
and the next paper would show all
the characters fighting pirates on an
ocean ship. How were they to e
transferred so dar in such a short
time? But the change would be made
and another issue of the paper would
have all hands riding camels over the
desert.” The paper also contained
puzzles, in the making of which he
was very clever. His brother remark-
ed: “If T coulld get those stories just
as he used to tell them under some
tree in the woods, they would sell
for a good deal of money. Of course
paper was very scarce, and the sup-
ply was obtained by removing the
fly leaves from Sunday School books.
These books were usually returned
unread, as they were flat compared
with those he told.”

He got the idea of writing for pub-
lication while yet a small boy. Once
a travelling phrenologist gave a lec-
ture in their log schoolhouse. After
his talk he would invite the people to
come up and have him examine
their bumps, and told the young fel-
lows that they would make good
farmers, doctors, lawyers, etc. Robert
went up, The man ran his fingers |
over his head and then looked sharp-
ly into his face. “This boy,” he said
“has a small, but very active brain.”
immediately asked, “Will I
make a writer?” “A writer! What do
you mean?” “I mean a man litke Hor-
ace QGreeley.”? The lecturer did not
take the trouble to reply but with a
look of disgust onhis face administer-
ed a slap that sent Robert sprawling,
much to the delight of the audience.
He had & hard time securing his
education. He attended  school in
Wallacetown and Duart and got his

reached | second class certificate and left for

Toronto to Normal Sghool. This
impressed him greatly as he tells in
He lik-

his health' failed and he went home
'and taught in the old Block school
at Muirkirk for a short time, and
wrote a good deal while tea.ching
Probably a turning point in his life
came at Iona. He was working with
his father as a carpenter, and had
a bad fall from the drill shed. This
put him out of action for a time,
after that he did more studying, and
was on the staff of the St. Thomas
Journal for a time. Later he taught
school in Walkerville and lastly in
Central School, Windsor. While still
teaching he wrote a most humorous
account of “A Dangerous Journey,”
taken with his friend Mack (Alex.
McNeil), who attended Normal with
him. They sailed in an open boat

. from Detroit to Toledo, with adven-

ture at every turn, This was submit-
ted to the Detroit Free Press, was ac-
cepted, and published under the pen
name of “Luke Sharp.” He was of-
fered a position on the Free Press,
which he gladly accepted, in 1876.
and remained there until he began
writing stories. He once wrote a
series of sketches under the heading,
“Annals of a Quiet Town,” that were
all based on Wallacetown exeperi-
ences. He did the usual reporting
but ultimately came to have a de-
partment of his own, in which he
wrote under the pseudonym of ‘“Luke
Sharp.” The department was largely
given to Mr. Barr's personal remini-
scences, and to casual stories of city
life, wusually mnarrated with much
piquancy and vigor. The ‘“Luke
Sharp” contributions ranked at that
time with those of another since dis-
tinguished Free Press man, Charles
B. Lewis, who wrote the “Lime Kiln"
sketches under the name of M.
Quad. In 1881—partly as the result
of the international reputation which
these two men had built up for it—

| the Free Press wished to issue a

weekly English *edition of its paper,
and it sent Mr. Barr to London to
do so. This he did most successfully,
his younger brother, James, joining

_ten ]
1years of age he began the publication

anda | him*! He would urge them to carry
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1802 he left the paper to join with [
ggfome K. Jerome in founding “The

m'"

The ambition, however, to produce
material of a more permanent na-
ture than was possible either in a|
newspaper or a magazine had been
growing in Barr for some time, and
in 1895 he resigned from the co-edi-
torship of “The Idler” to devote him-
self to novel writing. His first story
was “In a Steamer Chair;” the sec-
ond “The Face and the Mask” In
his thlrd novel, “A. Woman Inter-
venes,” the author displayed much
shrewd observation, based on his
memories of life back in the United i
States, of American flnance and
journalism. He essayed the historical
novel in the “Countess Tehla” (1899).
In the “Midst of Alarms,” published
in 1894, is a tale of the attempted
Fenian invasion of Canada in 1866.
Incidentally it contains a notice of
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| worked out by the subconsclous mind

It was a delight for his father to
hear Robert tell of the great people
he knew in London—Gladstone, the
| leader of men; Parnell, the Hoine ruie
fame, and all the lights of liter-
ature—Rudyard Kipling, the empire
poet; Sir J. M. Barrle, the gentle
wit from Scotland; Sir Conan Doyle
and all the others. ’

. While -editor of the “Idler” Barr
would g0 any distance to find a new
writer. In their spacious offices they
held a weekly “At Home,” and al-
most every man and woman of Im- |
portance in London would be pre- |
"sent at one time or another. |
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the (Canadian rural library system.
“Countess Tekla” is a romance of ad~ .
venture in mediaeval Germany. The
heroine is a fascinating and high-
spirited countess who, after the usu-
al perils, is wooed and won by an
emperor in disguise. The border of
the Rhine is the stage on which the
‘action is set, and the time is the
thirteenth  century. “Thee Strong
Arm” (1900), contains brief tales of
adventure chiefly in mediaeval Ger-
many, The prince-bishop of Trever
appears in many of the narratives
with other fighting prelates, and the
sinister tribunal, the Vehingericht of
Westphalia, plays a dramatic part.
Other books are “The Unchanglng

Bast,” travel sketches, ‘in,

1800; ‘“The Victors” (1901), “A’
'Prinoe of Good Fellows” (1902), “The
Tempestuous Petticoat” (1905), “Stan-
leigh’s Millions” (1909, “The Synod |
Maker” (1910), “The Palace of Logs”
(1913.)

Mr. Barr's death occurred in this
last year and “The O'Ruddy,” which
had been written with Stephen
Crane, appeared = posthumously in
1918. Robert Barr's last book por-
trays the youth of (Col. Talbot, ana
its sequel was to be the story of this
remarkable man in Canada. Had he
written this book we would have had
e~ novel with the scenes on the
shores of Lake Erie and its charac-
ters men in Wallacetown and the
surrounding country..

After he had married and made &
home for himself in Detroit, his life-
long enthusiasm for all things new,
his love of adventure, his compelling]
desire for the best, found outlet. Ev-
erything he did was carried through
with great dash. His day's work was
an adventure. He had a genius for
starting new things, and his en-
thusiasm would inspire those about

through his plans,’ and if they did
so he would assure them of success.
He never wanted to be alone in good
fortune, but would carry his brothersi
and his associates along with him
He loved music and the drama, and
would go to see all the good per-
formances. When returned home at
night he would be filled with . the|
music of the opera and would start
at once to work it out on his own
piano. Nor would he stop until he
had the theme complete.

In the “Mutable Many” he gives
vent to his musical soul in portray-'
ing the organist, Langly.

Robert came home to Canada in the
midst of his success. He had grown)
prosperous In London, and was
known and admired wherever he
went. He was full of magnetism and
power and was a moost interesting
talker when he had his own folk for |
an audience. In his early days his
enthusiasm had been almost too;
much for him; but now this was,
overcome. He cleared his mind of all
plots before flve o'clock in the a,fter-
noon, and would mot permit them to!
govern him, But he had cultlva,tedl
what, ‘at that time, seemed a most
peculiar faculty. |

After he relaxed for the night he

next day, and leave the plot of the
story with his mind. In the morning,
after a good night’s sleep, he would
come down with the story completely

him in a few years and taking much
of the work off his shoulders. In

~ He built a fine home among th=7

Surrey Hills, twenty miles from Lg¢
don, and called it Hillhead, after
birthplace. Near by was a path we
centuries ago by the Canterbury p. _
grims. His work room comprised the
top flat 'of his home. He arose at
five o'clock in the morning, jate a
light lunch, then amidst great smoke
from his self-made cigarette, would
begin his day’s work. By breakfast
time he would have enough material
to keep his secretary busy typing for
some length of time. So whatever |
pleasure the day had in store for
Robert Barr his work would be ac-
complished and friends coming in in
the afternoon used to think he was
the laziest of men, and wondered how j
he ever got his stories written.

He was wonderfully generous to
his parents. He would receive $250
for a short story in McClure’s or
some other magazine, and always
thought of these sums as something
extra.

After a book was completed and on
the market, he would get his family
together and go for a long trip. Thus
he visited many of the interesting
countries of Europe. And while writ-
ing at home he would drop his work |
take a railway ticket to some quiet
country town, and then walk for
days, visiting the old castles, wind-
mills and churches, becoming ac-
quainted with the lovely English
shires. He would make friends with |
the men working in the flelds;, and|
the women and ‘children at the rose-
hung cottage doors. While writing
his Scotch story, “Over the Border,”
he took up his abode with an aunt
and uncle on their farm home in Is-
lay. They gave him a big room with
a great fire, and windows overlooking
the wide Atlantic. Before beginning
“Countess Tekla,” he and his brother
James spent a month roaming along
the banks of the Moselle River, tak- |
ing photographs and exploring the
‘castles of the the Robber Barons and
visiting the high, rocky mountain
with Castle Thoron on its height.

His wife was Miss Eva Bennett, of
Chatham, ©Ont. His only son was
killed in..the QGreat War and the wi-
dow died shortly after receiving the
news. He is survived by one daugh-
ter, Laura, now Mrs, Dodd, and two
gra,ndchildren

A e— ———

would tell his mind the work for the
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