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COLONEL THOMAS TALBOT'S LAST RESTING PLACE

Well-kept cemeteries are unfortunately, an exception in Ontario, especially in the rural districts, :amd the:;
burial ground of St. Peter’s Anglican church at Tyrconnell is one of the outstanding exceptions. In this beau-
tiful spot, overlooking Lake Hrie, lie the remains of Colonel Thomas Talbot, the historic figure who came
to Canada in 1803 and founded the Talbot settlement. Colonel Talbot died in February, 1853, in his 82nd year.
In the above picture his tomb is shown at the left of the picture, in the enclosure. At the centre of the pic-
ture are the tombs of Mr. and Mrs. George Macbeth, and at the extreme right that of Louise Ann® Airey,

—Pho ‘0o by courtesy of Dr. J. H. Coyne.

Fingal, was born in Corfu, Greece.
On the brow of the hill here!
also, stands a row of stones to the!
memory: of George and Catherine,
Macbeth and their farmly, relatives
also of Judge Macbeth, of London. |
Was Colonel's General Factotum. |

In this cemetery too is the grave
of the faithful Jeffrey Hunter, for
many years valet and general fac-
totum of Colonel Talbot, and that
of Jane, his wife, marked by two
stone tables side by side at the edge
of the hill. The late Mr. William
Hunter, of Wallacetown, their son,
was also buried here in . 1914.

The name of George Crane, a dis-
charged English soldiér and the
first man to take up land in this
distriet after Colonel Talbot, is also
graven here in stone. He settled at
Plum Point,  where his son Anthony
lived after him, the Crane home-
stead passing out of the tamily only
a very few years ago.

i The next earliest settlers were

Colpnel Leslie Patterson, Mrs.
Storey, John Pearce and Stephen'

Backus, who found their way to this
part of the country in 1809 and
1810, sturdy settlers, whose des-
cendants still carry on their loyal
work in the county.

| In the Patterson plot, there is
buried the head of the family,
Colonel Patterson, who died in
1852, Lydia, his wife, 1870, and
their daughters and son. Several
of the former are still remembered
by the present generation—charm-
ing gentlewomen of another age.
Miss Hannah Patterson died in
1913, only a few weeks before her
one hundredth birthday. Her sis-
ter Lydia was Mrs. Archibald Dun-
can, who died about the same time,
and their niece, Misg Alice Patter-
son, who long presided over the
dignified old Colonial house, near
the churth, 'also lies here in the
plot she tended so carefully until
her death only two years ago.

Here also are monuments to
members of the Pearce family,
those other earliest settlers. There
is William Pearce, born in Pennsyl-
vania in 1805 and John Pearce,|
1818-1905, the latter still remem-|
bered as the master of the fine old|
Pearce homestead on the Lake}
Shore Road. His wife was HEliza|

Moorhouse, whose family has given!
,many clergymen to the ministry
iin . both the .Anglican
‘ Methodist church.

{ Other stones bear the name of}
{ Backus, marking the graves of the|
‘Backus, |
! who came to thig district in 1810.|

| descendants of

Stephen

and whose homestead is still one
of the most beautiful old places
on the Lake Shore Road.

Here, too, is the name of Sifton,
the earliest gettlers bearing this
‘name being Charles and John
Sifton, who, with thirty other
settlers, came out from Tipperary
with - Richard Talbot, the latter a
countryman but not ‘a relative of
Colonel Talbot. 2

On another monument ig the,
name of Docker, one of whose des-
cendants now lives just north of the
old church on .the Glebe Farm,
which was Colonel. Talbot’s contri~
(bution to the church.

Acted as Cicerqne.

Bobier is another revered name
1found in this old cemetery and
!members of the family -are still
Jeaders in the gettlement once

known as ‘“Little Ireland.” Mrs.

Jamieson, an English = woman, inj

her interesting book on her travels
through Canada, speaks very high-
ly of the first settler of this name,
John Bobier, who frequently acted
as cicerone during her vigit to the!
Talbot settlement.
| The Coynes, too, forefathers of|
Dr. J. H. Coyne and John P. Coyne,
of St. Thomas, were prominent
members of this community, whose
names are engraved in stone in
thig historic God’s Acre. Henry
Coyne and Anna, his wife, grand-
father and grandmother of Dr. J. H.
Coyne, of this city, at one time resi-
dents of Coyne’s Corners, the near-
by settlement which bears their
name, are buried here.

And Joseph Mitchell and his
wife, parents of the late John
,Mitchell, of Iona, are laid to rest

and the |

in'this peaceful spot. Crowell Will-
‘son a member of parliament for
many years, belonged to the tfamily
of Gillman Willson, one of the first
to be buried here, and Archibald
Hamilton, of St. Thomas, who lies
here, was the son of one of the
early settlerg in the district.

A long line of white monuments

commemorates the name of (‘onn,.
 well-known in Tyrconnell for manyf
|years, the first
family coming from County Armagh,
Ireland. Meredith Conn, the head
of the family, lived to be nearly a’_
hundred years old, and members of |
the present generation still remem-|
'ber the sturdy old man, bumping
and jolting over the rough roads in
'his waggon, when over ninety years
of age.

On a gentle slope in this ceme-
tery too is the white cross that
brings to mind a tragic accident,
that occurred in St. Thomag in|
1885. It is sacred to the memory
‘of Anna, aged thirty, wife of Fred-
cerick Sanders; of Freddie George,
‘aged 5; and of John C. Dempsey,l
aged twenty-eight, mother, son and!
brother, who met death in a rall-
way accident in St. Thomas, Fred-
erick, the bereaved husband andL
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father, was also buried there in
1919. He was the son of John
Sanders, who came to this country
to manage the farm of Colonel
Airey and died in 1876 also being|
buried here.

A Sacred Trust.

Their descendants, those to whom |
the names of Port Talbot, Tyrgon-]
nell and “Little Ireland” : are
fraught with strong memories, are
now scattered all over the contin-
ent and to distant parts of the
world.  Their interest continues,
however, and letters and generous
donations for the upkeep of the
Ihistoric resting-places of their
‘brave forefathers come from many
‘partg of the continent.

4 It is not a materialistic com-,
1mun1ty that has proceeded from|
such stalwart pioneers. Respect

‘for their heritage and reverence for
itheir forefathers is deep 1ngra1ned

in the present generation of this
district and the members consider
it a sacred trust that .they shall
keep well this God’s Acre, where
sleep those who braved the ocean,
blazed the trail and hewed down
the forest to carve for themselveg
and posterity homeg in this new
land. ; S

members of ‘thel

It is a trust that too many rural
communities—and cities also for
that matter—neglect, a fact which
|makes the tender and scrupulous
care, with which St. Peter’s ceme-
tery is tended, outstanding. Situ-
ated in a spot of extraordinary
natural beauty, with grass as fresh,
‘as smooth and closely cut ag that
|of the best-kept lawn, it causes in-
numerable passers-by to pause,
while others coming to visit it for
its historiec interest, find they have
discovered a spot of rare beauty
also.

A familiar figure to many visi-
tors to this historic spot within re-
cent years is Mr. B. E. Sifton, one
of the three earnest trustees, who
|t has worked early and late at the
| cemetery, the assured permanent
upkeep of which is a project next
his heart. It is a labor of love.
‘““We have built monuments and
memorials to our gallant war
heroes,” says Mr. Sifton. “Why
should we forget the last sleeping
places of those who blazed the trail
and hewed down the forest on the
countryside?”’

But the last members of the gen-
eration which grew up in personal
knowledge of these sturdy pioreerg
are but few now and it is their

the members of the church, to en-

place, where the “forefathers of
the hamlet’ sleep. Some. of the
families have died out, with no song
and daughters to care for their
graves, but these are equally hon-
ored by those who care for the
cemetery.

And that the permanent upkesp
of all plots and the whole cemetery
grounds be assured, the present
trustees, B. E. Sifton, John Halpin
and John L. Pearce, are raising an
endowment fund, the interest alone
of which will provide for thig eon-
stant care. Descendants and others
interested 'in the historic associa-

appealed to. And the appeal of tha
treasurer, Mr. Sifton, hag been met
with the usual generous response
by the congregation and also dis-
tant lot holders, who have heard of
the work, with the rasult that
$2,200 of a proposed §3 000 has,
~"=--7~ haen centributed. m

INSCRIPTION ON THE TOMB OF COLONEL THOMAS TALBOT.

earnest endeavour, assisted by all !

sure the permanent care of this

| tions of the old cemetery have heen



NINETY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF ST.

PETER’S

- 86. Peter’s church, which is so
closely interwoven with the early
history and development of the
| Talbot Settlement, celebrated its
| 96th anniversary on Sunday. In
retrospeot, one can, in imagination
only, contrast the ssene &t the open-
ing of the church in 1828—the few
sturdy,undaunted settlers gathered
in the rude, unfinished structure,
i built under what would be con-
i sidered to day insarmountable ob-
| 8tacles, and surrounded by the for-
(68t primeval—with the scene on
«Bonday, where such a large gather-
ing had congregated to do reverenoce
60 their Maker and honor to these
early settlers.

That these pioneers handed down
a goodly heritage and appreciated
| is seen in tho beautiful farms in the
vicinity of the venerable church,
{ many of them still owned and tilled
by their descendants, and worship.
pers at the church ' their groat-
grandparents founded.

Only two grandchildren of John
| Pearce, one of the prime movers in
" the erection of the church in 1828,

are living—Miss Sarah Pearce, who

was present on Sunday, and William

Pearce, of Calgary, who sent his
regrets at being unable to be pres-
. ent,

Four grandchildren of Stephen
Backus are still living, three of
| whom were present—A. 8. Backus,
Mrs. T.IL Pearce and Mrs. B. E
Sifton. _Alex. Crane, of London,
grundson’ of George Crane, who
| assisted in the work on the first
| charch, was also present.

A feature pleasingly couimented
upon was that in the choir were
gseven great-grandohildren of the
| first Pearce family, and one great-
great-grandchild, Miss Elinor Tar-
 ville; also one great grandohild of
‘the Backus family—singing the

chants and probably some of the

isame hymns as their forbesrs did
‘nearly a century ago.

. Two impressive servicss wereheld.
!Canon_Andrew, of St. Thomas, was
| the special preacher, the ochurch

service being taken by the reotor,

Rev. T. H. Inns. In the morning
'&the text for Canon Androw’s theme

was taken - from Romans 1:1—
Paul, the bonud.servant of Jesus
"Christ,” when an earnest appeal
_was_m=de for Christian Service.
“The pioneers who founded this
ichurch gloried in such gervice and
‘left an example to be emulated.

i At the memorial service in the
tafternoon, at which many were un-.
able to obtain admittance, Canon
EjAndrew, speaking from the text,
I. Kings 8:18, ‘““Whereas it was
iin thine heart to build an house

/it was in thine beart,”” emphasized

the importance of ideals, dreams
‘and unaccomplished hopes in the
spiritual charaoter of an individaal.
What a man cherished, rather than
what he accomplished, was God’s
basis of judgwment, he said. King
David counld never carry out his
long cherished ideal of building the
Temple of Israel, yet he never gave
up bis dream. Such a faithtul fail-
ure was great in God’s eyes.

All dreams, the speaker declared,
tended toward realization, if cher-
ished sufficiently strong in the
hearts of men. As an example of
this he pointed to King David's
dream of s mighty temple and its
realization by his descendants. The
dream of the Dunwich pioneers of
a fine church was also a reality.

The church was profugely decorated
with flowers and at the close of the af-
ternoon service these, with many more,
were taken to the beautiful cemetery,
when the graves of the early settlers
aod many others were decorated. 8t.
Peter's cemetery is now oune of the
beauty spots of the old Talbot road and
‘many tourists stop there daily to ad-
"mire its beauty.

This unique anniversary drew a

oumber of former worshippers from a

distance and also many who had heard
of the church’s history. A large pum-
ber were present from St, Thomas and
among those frora Londoe were Judge
Talbot McBeth, Mrs. McNiven, Mrs.
Jewell, Mr. and Mrs. M. Moorehouse
and Miss Moorehouse, Mr. and Mrs.
Grabam, Mr. and Mrs. Alex. Crane and
Miss Mary Moore—most of these being
related to early families of the parish.

Owing to the unfavorable weather
the intended reuniom picnio took the
form of a social gathering in the s¢hool
room of the church on Tuesday after-
noon, The young people enjoyed them-
selves in games and amuosements, while
the older ones spe.2t a pleasant hour or
two in social oconversation, remewing
bygone days. A complete and inter-
esting historical sketch of the parish
was read by J. E, Pearce, Needless to

say an excellent spread was provided
for the ocoasion,

Early History of the Church

The following extract regarding the
early history of the church is taken from
& paperon “The First Settlers of Elgin,”’
read by Mrs, E, V. Docker at a recent

-meeting of the Wallacetown Women's

Institute:

“For many years the time and
thonghts of the firs) settlers must have
been taken up with the problem of mak-
ing & living, bat religion was not ban-
ished from their hearts and lives. They
were keps in touch with their church
by two visits from the Bishop of Quebec,
whose dioocse extended from Gaspe to
the Detroit Kiver” In 1822 there wers

bat sixteen clergymen of the Clinrch of-

Eogland in Upper Oannda, uo'x Oatario,

g0 cheir vigitawers few and far between,

They began to long for the regular ger-
vices of their bwn church, but there is
no record ofthe inany councils held be-
fore they decided to build. Then there

was the quesiion of o, suitable sife-—=w

hard mattero decido amongihss troes and
gtumps, Tho familisg most interested—
JohuPearce, MaryS¥orey, Stephen Backus
and Leslie Patternson—agreed to give to
the ¢alue of 70 ‘pounds each to the work.

Mrs. B60r6¥ wave the site~-a more bewa-

tifal one cO%ld hardly be chosen--and
in 1827, 95 Jears ago, the work was be-
gun. i
By this time other families were
comiiig in, the Bobiers from Ireland, the
Conus and others, who gaye their time
and salens to the work, The timbers
had to be oui from the foress, drawn to
the; place by oxen and preparsd by
hapd. Then oame the framing, a tedi.
oung job, -Leslie Pearce and George
Orgne wore the framers. There is no
record of the date of the raising, but it
must have been a great day in the little
commaunity. Ags thére were no mills
nearby to saw lumber, it was docided to
lath and plaster the church outside and
ingide. Pine logs were cut in the Ly
wich swamp and made into laths a:
shingles. Leslis Patterson made a road
to the lake shore, built a scow, gathered
stones in the lake and burned thelime
for plaster. He also went by boat to

A 1| Buffalo to get the glass paint and oila.
unto My name, thou didst well that | Ly = P

'The lead had to be ground, the mortar
nd pestle being an iron kettle and can-
non ball. The puitv was made in the
same way, the whiting ground and
mixed with oil and had great staying
powers. Tho boards for the seats were
said to haye been sawn in » saw pit but
this mnst haye been some time after the
shurch was opened, for they did not
have seats at first, just plank or slabs
on blocks of wocd. When the outside
of the church was being plastered and
when the plaster was still soft, lake
grayel was dashadinto i,

*The tower and spire were designed
by Edward Matthews, a young English
architect. When the church wae raised
in 1908 all the timbers were sound and
in perfeot preservation.”

The communion gervice, which is of
eolid sterling silver, was given in 18¢4
by Charlotte Simcoe, danghter of Gov-
ernor Simcoe, The inscription reads:
**These books and this service of com-
munion plate are a beguest to the
Oharch of the Holy Trinity in Dun-
wich, Upper Canada.”

The rectors of the charch in order
weore Rev., M, Burnham, Rev, J, Stew-
art, Rev. . W. Sandys. Rev. H. Hol-
land, Rev. J. Kenuvedy, Rev. W, B.

Rally, Rev. A, G. Miller, Rev. Canon

Ohance, Rev. M. G. Freeman, Rev.
Goorge Elliott, Rev. . A, Macdonell,
Rey, 0, H. P, Owen, and the present
rector, Rev. T. H. Inns.
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St. Peter’s

—SPECIAL SERVICES

HISTORIC CHURCH REACHES ANOTHER IMPORTANT MILESTONE
ON SUNDAY MARK OCCASION

One hundred and ten years ago a
(small band of Irish and English set-
tlers residing along the lake shore be-
tween what is now Port Talbot and
Tyrconnell realized the need of ¢
| place for spiritual worship and St.
Peter’s Anglican chureh came into
vb_eing. On Sunday large congrega-
(tions, which included many descend-
ants of those hardy and devout pio-
neers, gathered to fittingly observe the
noteworthy! event, offer thanks for
Diviné guidance down through the
years and to supplicate a continuance
of that leadership in the years to
come, Bringing special messages on
Sunday were Rt. Rev. C. A. Seager,
Bishop of Huron, in the morning, and
Rev. Kenneth Taylor, St. John’s, St.
Thomas, in the evening. Rev. Wm.
Crarcy, who has been rector of S
Peter’s for the past twelve and one-
half years, conducted the wervices.
A profusion of beautiful summer

law of the jungle and man’s desire
to do what he likes has resulted in
the world of to-day resembling that
of the jungle.

“There is an enormous manifesta-
tion of force in the world to-day,”
Bishop Seager continued. A ‘clasgic
example of this is Japan, flowing like
hungry wolves cver hapless China,
The conscience of the world is strick-
en by such events, but often these
invasions with their cruelty and suf-
fering are threads which God uses
to weave a definite plan. Bishop
Seager referred to William the Con-
queror's invasion of England in - the
eleventh century,. his conquest of the
Anglo-Saxons, and the manner in
which the English eventually became
a united, industricus people under his
rule. Likewise, the Chinese for cen-
turies have been lacking in ambition,
energy and progressiveness. They

need a little iron in their blood and

flowers decorated the church.
The choir led the music of the ser-

vices and confributed two anthems,
that in the morning being “Praise
Ye the Father,” Gounod, and in the
evening, “God That Madest Earth
and Heaven,” Schilling. Miss Francss
Pearce was at the organ.

The exact date of the first service
in ¥St. Peter’s is not definitely known
Records reveal that Divine service
was held on Sunday, Ociober 28th,
1827, but whether it was conducted
in the present building, then under
construction, cannot be ascertained.
Previous to the erection of the church,
services were held in Col..Leslie Pat-
terson’s house, now occupied by D.
M. ddttlejohn, and here matly of the
early baptisms took place. The land
on which the church was built was the
gift of Mrs. Mary Storey, who came
to America in 1801, and was part of
the farm which she and her son,
Walter, had toiled hard to clear and
improve. Knowing the primitive
tocls and scarcity of material in those
early days, one can well imagine the
tedious job it must have been to raise
the structure. But what joy must
have been ‘theirs when it was finally
completed! It was the first church in
Dunwich township and Rev. A. Mack-
intosh was the first rector.

Referring to the 110th anniversary
Bishcp Seager on Sunday remarked:
“It is well that we mark these anni-
versaries. In older lands a century is
nothing, but in this new country 100
years is a great length of time.” We
do not measure time by its length but
by its content, the Bishop said. Tre-
mendcus changes have happened in
the past century, hbut he asked his
congregation to think of things that
do not change, such as the sovereignty
of Ged, which he chose for his sub-
ject, taking the 95th Psalm as his
Bible reference. The Old Testament
provides an adequate and dramatic
picture of Goed. It refers to him as
I a ruler, judge, icver, our strength ana
' stay. The IGreek translation of the
word “Almighty” is “all-ruler.” It is
impossible for man to admit Geod is
the ruler of all if he continues to seek
unbounded liberty and to do what ha
likes. FEven Christ in His life on
earth could not do as he desired but
did as Gcd directed, and Christians
to-day likewise must submit to God’s

the Japanese may provide it, even
though the opening of the veins for
the fusion may ke painful. God’s
kingdom is also being extended by
missionaries and others nursing the
vhousands of wounded and suffering
Chinese. “Let our faith - in God be
strong and unshaken,” Bishop Seager
concluded, as he urged a fresh re.
newal of the ccnsciousness of the
sovereignty of Ged.

“Let your light so shine before men
that they may scee your gopd works
and glorify your Father which is in
heaven,” was the ftext of Rev. Mr.
Taylor’s address in the evening, in
which he stressed the need of -an en-
thusiastic witness by Christians in
the world today. Appealing to Chris-
tians to make their lives a witness
for Christ that they might thereby
draw men to Him, the speaker quoted
the words of the poet, Edna St. Vin-
cent Millay, “The soul can split the
sky in two, and let the face of God
shine through.” As an ‘example of
this power, Mr. Taylor spoke of the
manner in which the soul of Living-
stone influenced the explorer Stanley
in Africa.

Today, many! people wear badges
signifying their membership in ‘some
organization, Masons, Kiwanis, etc.,
and the speaker urged that the badge
of the Christian also, the badge of
good character, should be shown to
the whole world. A plea was also
made for a more enthusiastic witness
for Christ, the speaker pointing out
that the youth movements of the day

in Fascism, Communism, etc, are
characterized by a contagious en-
thusiasm and that ardent epirit is

neegded in Christianity today.

Reference was made by Mr. Taylor
in conclusion, to the fact that many
people looking back wover their own
lives find certain people or certain in-
stitutions which have influenced them
and made them Christian. He refer-
red briefly to the beginning of the
church’s history and to the pioneers
and ‘to the  histcry of St. Peter’s
church and pa and declared the
Christian of today owes a breat deal
te the past. The only way to pay a
spiritual debt of this nature is to
treasure and preserve the things those
predecessors thought worth while, and
to pass on to future generations the
gpiritual wealth they handed on to
the present.




Annual CeremonyReviveci

After Lapse of 57 Years;
Expect Many Will Attend

Celebration of the anniversary of the Talbot settlement will be revived on Sunday, May 21,

e e e

after having been lost sight of since 1903. For 20 years prior to that time a program com-

memorating the historic establis

hment was held annually.

The celebration was initiated in 1817, also on May 21, and was a highlighted part of Elgin

County community life. But for some unknown reason interest waned thr
annual event was temporarily fe= 5 S L i
I but in what was described as a| make “Malahide Castle” their

turn of the century and the
forgotten.

ee 'years after the

Last year an attempt was made fo revive interest when the

Elgin County Pioneer Museum

opened for inspection the Col.

- Themas Talbot exhibition at its headquarters on Talbot Street.

EXPECT 500

Tt is expected that nearly 500
residents of Elgin and other
points in Southwestern Ontario
will - attend the program this
yeaf, sponsored by the same
organization.

A ceremony at Pearce Park
near Tyrconnell will be the site
of the opening ceremonies
where Dr. J. Gwynne-Timothy
of the history department, Uni-
versity of Western Ontario, will
be guest speaker. James A.
McBain, M.P. for Elgin, will
also address those in atten-
dance.

In addition the program,
which begins at 2.30 p.m., will
feature a massed Dunwich
Towaship choir, under the di-
rection of Miss Elaine Keillor,
of Wallacetown, and accom-
panied by the Springfield Boys’
Band. The Duncan MacGregor
Pipe Band, of West Lorne, will
also entertain.

SETTLED IN 1803

It was in May 21, 1803—near-!
ly 159 years ago—that Thomas

| Talbot settled at Port Talbot,|

~where he continued to live, ex-
cept for short intermissions,
until his death in London, Ont.,
on Feb. 5, 1853, at the ags of
83.

He was born at Malahide
Castle, 13 miles from Dublin,
Ireland, in July, 1771, the son
of Richard Talbot and Mar-

Col. Talbot selected 5,000

of Dunwich, being comprised of
two grants.  He had already re-|
ceived 1,200 acres—which was
the customary grant made to
officers settling in Upper Can-
ada — and had been living at
what he chose to call Skittee-

Bruce or Port Stanley.

- According to the terms of his
dispatch, an additional grant of
200 acres per family, settled by
him, was to be made only upon
his having surrendered 50 acres
of his original grant fo each!
family for whom he might
claim and that such family
should at the time be actually
in possession of the 50 acres. |
| This condition was the sub-
ject of much future coniroversy |
as Col. Talbot proceeded to ex-|
‘tend his “empire.” ‘
| So it was that on May 21,
11803, Col. Talbot reached the |
mouth of what was to be-|
come known as Talbot Creek,
and began his settlement with
the building of his own pioneer
| home.

| CASTLE MALAHIDE

The Colonel referred to it as
| “Castle Malahide,” after his an-
| cestral home near Dublin. How-
‘ever, it was anything but a
|castle, being a humble abode,
made of logs, chinked with
'clay, consisting of a sitting--

acres in the southwestern part|

waabaa, which was either Port) pptpnp or poon
|

“sort of shanty” by Lady Em- summer home until shortly be-
{ueli}rxze dStgarLf--V\’grtle}d me*t«-}“ fore Mr. Pfeffor’s death when
ey Road, in London, was nam- ., i A

ed after her husbhand, Lm‘d‘j ;m Nar A\l‘lm :,n]dk B paam
Wortley.) [ fl}?n of Allen .:ali_. Mich., a

She said that Colonel Talbot,| Nafive “f Port Stanley.

“almost immediately, is going| The Talbot Esfate remained
to rebuild it and make a good-|in Mr. Berry's hands until pur-
sized comfortable. house of it." chased by the present owner,

i T il IO i ] = .
it still is very much today is| >0 years that “Malahide Castle
"about 111 years old. " 7| and its 672 acres had been occu-
dagee T | pied by Canadians. Col. F. I.
| Ker, CBE, is a former publisher

Although Col. Talbot possess- Of the Hamilton Spectator.
ed the bluntness of the early| His son, John §. Ker, co-
military officer, he was a friend| 0Wner and manager of the es-
to the poor and the needy and|(ate today, served with the
in every way tried to assist his{ Royal Canadian Navy and re.
satilers. I fired as a lieutenant. He was a
S Ve i Ao e al member of the Canadian de-

; | stroyer Nootka's crew ing
‘woman hater” and never mar-| £ tka's crew during a

A : o four of duty in Korean waters.
asl, I—lc- azefutsed g”. t‘?ml‘;ﬁir‘y’,‘% | Mr. Ker took several short
\Tﬁ’; t;:: aai?i‘s'«'m!' hli: ngél‘e'q‘éﬁ{courses at the Ontario Agricul-
Aeks th Bals Nia ae beaad | tural College in Guelph prior to
wash his clothes and attend tn‘f,",:f::f aver management of the

important household duties. | 4 year after the property was
Whatever his rharag:ter‘ hmfw ! purc}lasgd by “the Kel‘-.;, the
ever, he played a major role in{ farm reached a standard of
the settlement of Elgin County| agricultural quality which must
{and when Bishop Strachan vis- be the highest in its long his-
lited the Talbot Seftlement inltory, :
11842 he made the following en- l The more than a square mile
of farmland was the scene of

ltry in . his diary: “The Colonel|
superintended the settlement||\well organized activity during
'the first days of possession,

‘of this part of the province and
now heholds 50,000 to 60,000 in- “and changes have been numer-

habitanfs in the space, which{ous. During the ensuing years
when committed to his charge|since 1954 the estate has taken
was one dense forest without alon an appearance that would
single settler.” | make any’ owner proud.
CHANGES T0O HOUSE

&

Col. Talbot retained posses-|

|
8

d verandazh along the,
ront of the house has|
|been removed, and a patio snd
\low wall around it built at the
{front. To make the house iess
}‘drafty and more easily heated,
(‘the old shiplap siding was re-
;move(}. insulation installed ond
|the siding replaced with new
{material of the same
| sions.

| At the time the two houses
|were joined together, ths inter
jlor was lathed and plastered.
1Col. Talhot lived in one of the
‘halves for many vears before
that when the interior was spen
and rough

GAVE FATAL ORDER

It was Col. Airey (overseer
1111_ 1848) who made the improve.'
‘ments to the house. 1t was he,
talso, who, during the Crimean
‘War, gave the order for the ill-
(fated Charge of the Light Bri-
gade, 7

In the hall of the house is
isurvey of the Talbot Estatc
drawn by Mahlon Burwell,
which Mr. Ker found in the
Archives in Oftawa. It shows
where all the early buildings at
Port Talbot were situated, in-
cluding the fort, a cooper's
shop, blacksmith's shop, saw-
mill, grist miil, the earth dam
across Talbot Creek, the race,|
ithe Colonel's home, his farm
buildings, and some others.
These were all destroyed in
American raid on the =
ment during the War of 1812-13
ORIGINAL FURNITURE
Mr. Ker has kept man
of furniture used h

7

Qimen-

a

%z

bal

Col

juls

i

garet, Baroness Talbot de Mala-|room, a kitchen and a store- sion of his faculties right up un-
hide. room. Later a number of one-
Ten years prior to the young|storey buildings were added.

Trishman settling at Port Tal- % was not until many years
bot he was a lieutenant in the later, during the latter part of
British Army and an aide to‘gthe{ Colonel’s life, when his
John Graves Simcoe, lieuten-nephew, Col. Airey, and
‘ant-governor of Upper Canada_lfamlly, IIIVEd at Port Talbot for
| He spent - four days gojnglsgme t;lme, that the present
through what was to be his set- “Malahide ~Castle” began to
'tlement, in travelling from take form.

Brantford to Chatham, and was
{so impressed with the arca he
' vowed to return.

too well with the Aireys, and at
his death left the estate to the
| Col. Talbot ‘would have re- Macbeth family. In his old age
turned in 1801 had not his first Colonel Talbot made a favorite
attempts to curry royal favor of young George Macheth, who
been balked. Unable to get his took up residence with him in
first desires for a land grant 1839 and was joined in 1840 by
satisfied— largely because the his brother, Donald Macbeth.
Baby family of Detroit (then in By 1849 Col. Talhot was %ot
British hands) had got in ahead living in the main house at ali
of him to obtain large grants| —

.in Yarmouth Township—he wasl

restrained to locate his land

elsewhere and he chose Dun-|
wich Township. 1
LETTER OF AUTHORITY

With the aid of General Sim-
coe, Col. Talbot leff the Old
Land early in 1803 with a let-)
ter to the new lieutenant-gover-|
nor of Upper Canada, confain-
ing authority for a grant of
5,000 acres in Yarmouth — if
available—or in any other town-
ship which he might select.

|

Col. Talbot did not get altmg‘

Most notable alterations have| Talhot
been made to the hig whitelsq do
house on the bluff overlooking | These include the hed in which
Lakle Erie. In its ]?,l‘esent gen-| the doughty old Irishman slept:
era e, rever . g e S RIS F 5
(ands have visited his burial) dates aﬁgfﬁrﬁgcﬁm,ﬁ”&ﬁ;ﬁ‘ 'lwlft i’“ a{}aent‘mckei, el USG(}
Iplace in St. Peter’s cemeterv | puildi SR b0 “wotby Col. Talbot when he was
Beagt, netert buildings were brought to-| forming pacts with his settlers:
and have read the following i# | gether with a large main hall-|5 washstand, a sideboard: the
scription on the erypt: way in the centre dividing|bed in which Lady Wortley
“Sacred to the memory of them, with the whole structure| slept while wisiting 1
Hon. Col. Thomas Talhat, |under a single roof. : {hide,” and an ient pi
founder of the Talbot Settle- | The easterly half had 13-foot| said to have heen hrought from
' ment. Died Fehruary 5, 1853, | ceilings, the west 10-foot, with|lgverseas by Col. Airev’s wife
aged 83.” Mhi’ lfogm?f over thed ‘;’leSt half| Alse hanging by the draw
ETE A . | inished off as second fioor ser-|| m fireplace is the axe wit
BOUGHT BY Lq.S. GEOUF, \vants’ quarters. The whole of| j‘:“(l;n}lC E
_ The Talbot Estate remained|the second floor over the east ot
in possession of the Macbeth|half was left empty as a store-|
family until the 1920°s when 1t} voom. Since the Kers took over| puilt by Mr
was sold to a group of Ameri- this section has been improved. || from (ol Talbot's bla
cans headed by the late C. A.| A large dormer window was! ghap This huilding is situated
Pfeffer. of Defroit. ccut into the roof facing the lake| just west of “Malahide Castle,”
They planned to convert the to give light into one of two| My Ker has done his best tc
historic place into an exclusive new rooms in what used fo ne || preserve the buildings in thei
summer resort with private the store-room, the second be- Em«j(gmal state and at the same
dock, swanky hotel, bridle|ing lighted from an east win-| {im e them serve as com-
'paths, ski and toboggan slides,| dow. | fortab lj%«'iila qu A tour
and other facilities for luxury| To improve the bedrooms Ln.”jnm;gh the prem Sun-
leisuring. jt:he west half of the uppet floor,| day will reveal wtent of
But the economic depression 2 portion of the original eaves| his success
intervened and the pretentions|was cut back and new windows!| e nember of the Elgin
'plans never materialized. Mr (set in the south wall just below!| County Ploneer Musenra ‘and
and Mrs. Pfeffer continued to the new eaves line. {has done much to further its
: |aims and ambitions.

h-

J
and probably refurbi

l

til the time of his death, which
oceurred at the Macheth home,
'corner of Princess and Mait-
/land Streets, in London. Thous-

wn through the ye

Ker out of timbers
th




