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“Phe Spirit of Life, O atrophied soul,

I’m trappings of ease is not confined,
| That touch from the TInfinite Will
‘neath the Whole,
'In nature’s femple, not m{an’s. fim
; o5 25 3
| ghrined.’s W iaot
¥ ELL-KNOWN"in Elgin coun-
*W ty “is the little wvillage ‘of
¢ Wallacetown. dn-  pisnecu
days a eommercial eentre, but the
iron horse has shied clear of its en-

virons, and now it i3 merely a small
residential centre, with but one relic

of former idays, one yearly excite-
.ment, what the ‘Elgin people call

** The World’s Fair,” a favorite resort
for the whole county from ecarly duys.
Heve, with his daughter, Donald A.
Funn is spending his deelining years,
[ Now in-his eighty-sixth year, the
physieal strength of manhood’s prime
is no longer Lis, but his mind is still
|active, and he has reached the time
‘\\'hcn memory is fond of leaping back
;m'ex_‘ a chasm of years andi telling
the tales of loug ago.
¢ Born in Elgin eounty, he
| the timc  when the seitlers’
{axe first rang through the grand
primeval forests of Southern Ontario,
but it was not of that we talked the
‘few heours 1 spent with@him, but of
“mc. tales of his faiher and grand-
|-father, a story:of 18i3, that shifts
its stenes fromn the barvcn county of
| Sutherlandshire, Seotland, to the
[ bleak shores of Hudson Buay, thence
| to the foerks 'of the Red River and
i iAssinniboine, the site of the Canadian
' Rildonan, ncar W.innipeg, and has its
| findl setting on the shores of Lake
; Erie. Through all these scenes Don-
i ald Gunn’s father and mother., grand-
fatber and grandmother, relatives
and early neighbors in Elgin, passed
unseathed,and e tells the story as
Ibe got it from ihem in ehildhood as
‘ ’thcy sat and related their experiences
“before the blazing logs in Lhe pioneer
| fireplace i Elgin. ;
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They Formed Part of Lord S«azlknrk’s Emigrants Who Sailed
From Scotland to Fort Chu-chill, Hudson Bay, in 1813--
Ma,ny\ Descendants in Dunvpﬁgh and Aldboro’ Townships

L

schemes on Land, never <78 his goard,;
alive every punute for news.

Bern in 1771, in Kirkeudbrightshire,
Seotland, young Selkirk had. eariy-in
life, in the rush of the River Dee
and ‘the swelling tides of the Solway,
heard ¢he “siill sad music of human-
ity.” and he became a philanthropist,
with {schemes for colonizing Canada
tiand, espe-
¢ially the Highlands. began with
a settlement at Prince Fd ward. Island,
in 4803, and, being gsuccessful there,
next undertook the famous Baldoon
Settloment, at Wallaceburg. iu Kerit
eounty, Southern Ontario. Not a few |
of the pmneprs of Hlzin remewmber |
hearing in their youth the siories of
the Wilch of Baldoon. Before either

i ;

DONALD A. GUNN

Of Wallaéetawn, vhe teils the story ‘of
the Red River settiers, who came to

Elgin ceunty. WNr. Gunn ha& hesn

M. bonald A, Gunn ana Mrs. Janet Ma,cFarlane,
of Wallacetown, Are Ee ‘hildren of Two of the
Settlers-~-Mr. Gunn}; Tells of the Priva-
tions of His Angwstors in Graphlc

tien #rom Kildonan (Likely that of
1815), eomposed of people driven out
by the Highland Evietions, some of
wheom later on found their way to the
shores of Lake Erie, among them the
Macbeths, ancestors of the London
Macbeths, fa diffetent race of Mac-
beths 'from those who c¢ame out in
1813. The Dukes of Suthecland were
never well-bred gentlemen, Donald
Gunn fsserts, always absentec land-
lords pwey home an England, seeing
Scotland onily on hunting expedi-
tions.

* The people of hxldoxun were an
henorable elass, never a law. court
was needed among them, nor for
forty years after they settled in El-
gin,’ says Donald Guon. * My rrand-
tather, {Donald Gunn, was seventy-
six when e left Scotland. He had
nine children. One, Benjamin, \Sl.arb-
ed fa littie before the others, Zoing
outin the employ of the Hudsnu Bay
Company in one of gheir ships. 1t
outstripped the colonist ship on the
voyagze to Hudsen Bay, and Benja-
min &Funn passed on to his post, and
his family never saw him again for
fourteen years. Another, Aleck, had
enlisted as a soldier when seventeen,
andYwas present at the taking of the
Cape of Geod Bope. They eame for
the eldest son. William, toe enlist, and
the lawt at-the time was that if the

wldest iwas »ble and refused to go
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strong men, in-
However, our par-

yand they were all
ured to hardship.

ther hardships awaited them. It is
said that the way they lived for
weeks on catfish, without any salt,
until at last one of the echildren re-
marked it was like eating wool.

il . ool
To explain their subsequent aec-
tions, we must now size up from

published history the situation of af-
fairs at the Red River. They had
bappened cupon the days when the
fierge oconflict between the Hudson
Bay Company and the Nor’«Westers
was waxing to a e¢limax. The Hud-
son Bay Company had been incorpor-
lated in 1670, with Prince Rupert a8
first| governor. With sweeping as-
sulrance the British Government had
deeded over the whole Hudson Bay
territory to them, khown and un-

voyageurs  journeyed to the
River along the waters of the Otia-
W
bands after the taking of Quebee,
an Englﬁh trade sprang up on the
ruinsg of the French barter, and

and North-West Fur Trading Com-
panies.  Bhrewd Lord Selkicrk saw
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preregative  to bear on the Norl-
Westers. Granted that he had the
legal right to do this, French vey-
ageurs, of whom the Nor-Westers
were the direct sucecessors, had just
explored the land and had ancient
privileges never before denied and
had been in the district concerned a
generation before the Hudsen Bay
Cempany. The proclamation was fol-
lowed by a seizure of North-West
stores at Brandon House and thus
the supplies were cut off fer the an-
nual meetings of the Nor’-Westers at
Fort William.
& LT o

ty of men, women and echildren arriv- |
vl safely at the Red River, where fur- !

known. But the English made their!
voyages by the Bay and kept close'
to it, while the French Jesuits and
Red |

When Canada fell into English |

that was the beginning of the X Y. |

- Such was the state of affairs when
our party arrived at the Red River
in 1814. Immediately on their arriv-

MRS. JANETq 2 :«C'FARLAN,E

of Wanacetown., b o geivi 0 hild
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The story his been meagmly rvefers
}md to in .eastern papers, as, one by
one, the actors themselves have been

laid to rest from their labors, and it
has been briefly outlined by historians

‘of the West, incorrectly in parts.

El-

igin trachtmn would tell them, and

surely it is a story worthy of a cor-

rect telling, with not one of its stir-
ring ipcidents left out; and it is a

'pity it had not been early taken down

in full in writing from the lips of the

Jknown in Canadian history

actors themselves. After their brief
sketeches up to Red River scenesc
Western historians have dropped the

theme, and the actors have becn as if

so the fanecy has
up all the

they were not:
come to me to gather
fragments obtainable,
that Avhich is told in Elgin and set
the Avhele amid its historical sur-
roundings, for it is a story to gquick.
en Phe imagination and scf the pulse
beating to an heroie strain.
of (o8 % :
A mame well-known to the Red

THE LATE B. B. GUNN,

M. P.

Of Seaforth, who died very recently,
was a grandson of Benjamin Gunn,
a Red River settler, who came to
Elgin county.

River settlers who came to Figin is
that bf Lord Selkirk, none  bettur
and ini-
mortalized in geographical npames
throughout Canada from Fort Sel-
kirkin Prince Edward Island to Cape
Selkirk in the Yukon. in mountain
range, getilement, disiriet, town and
river. ! In her book, "The Lords of
the North,” ‘Agnes C. Laut has given
us fa vivid pen picture of Lord Sel-
kirk as 'she ‘has him aopsar  af the
Beaver Club of Montreal, the ren-
dezvous of the (raderz of the Norih-
West Fur Company. ‘A young, keen-
faeed \man,” she says, “with a tie

that came up in ruffles to his ears,
with Imperial decerations, on his
breast.” : Sitting Oppl)ult(‘, she pic:
tures Sir Alexander Mackenzie, head
of the Nor’-Westers, whsoe book on
his lexplorations north to the Arctic
and twest to the Pacific had fired the
entbusiasm of the young Seoteh no-
bleman. There. too. were Simon Fras-
erand David Thompson and other ex-

plorers. ~ ‘And then, as the ' wins
passes pround and other Dbrains gzet
muddled; she pictures TLord Selkirk

gitting up, keen and alert, question~

ing fihe Nor’-Westers, a man of de-
‘termination, with great colonization

particulavly |

- expedition
" Miles

L)

&~

urie \)m’wu Gy ;spondent “of, Vhe
Times at Wahacetown for many
years.

of these colonies had been begun, Sel-|

kirk Bad it in his head to begin a
settlement on the shores of Laks Win-
nipeg, but the British Governinent
had wbjected. Howevor, Selkirk bad
not plied questions in vain at the
Beaver Club in Montreal. He bought
up {the ‘controlling stock of the Hud-
son {Ray Company, got from that
body in fee simple the grant of 116,-
000 gguare miles of territory around
and south of Lake Winnipeg, and then
felt himself in a position to carry
out fis schemes.

As @ prelude to my tale of 1813,
as kold by the actors themsecives, 1
must briefly sketeh the story of two
earlier Selkirk colonies by the Red
River, las given by Bezg and Bryce
in gheir histories of the West. 1In
1811 Selkirk equipped three ships, two

with &upplies and a third fitted wup/

for tcolonists. Begg says the total
number of people on board were nine-
ty laborers and fifteen writers, large-
ly Glasgow and Orkney men, with a
fow Jrigh., Leaving Stornoway on July
26, they arrived at York Wastory, on

the fudson Bay, September 24, [811;
Here {&hey wintered, and in June,
1812, itarted for the Red River,

whgm. after wany hardships, they ar-
rived well on towards auvtumn. Sel-
kirk }had chosen as commander of the
from  Secotiand, Captain
Maedonnell, a young U. E.
Loyalist, who had settied in Glen-
garry county, in Upper Canada. In
1813, it is said, Lord Selkirk’s agents
brought out early in the year anoth-
er load of colonists, largely Irish,
Begg says, with several newly-mar-
ried couples among them. They made
their trip through to the Red River
in @ne year. Bryce s=ays that rever
decimated ‘their ranks so that not
more than fifteen or tweniy reached
tleir idestination, but Begg says that
there ‘was mutiny on no&rd and that
the joffenders were not taken on to
the gettlement. Donald Gunn, when
asked fabout this expeditivn, nerely
shook fais head and said, ““I pever
heard tell of it.,” - {
Begg [and Bryece tell very. bnefly
in two or three paragraphs the story
of Ahe second lead of emigrants of
1813, the one with which we are
largely roncerned. Briefly, as they,

‘sketch it, their tale differs in muny
‘respects from the story as .told by

the actors themselves, and, naturally,
that of the latter is longee and more
vivid, s6 we will return to Donald
Gunn’s reminiscences.

> R 2 ‘

-Ninety-three 18 ‘the number glw-n
by Bryce, as belonging to the emi-
gration.

“ Would all these be from Kiidon-
an?” I asked Donald Gunn.

I think mot,” he said. “ Kildon=
an twas but a parish; besides, there
were Irish and Argyle men on board,
Itknow.”

“ Why did these people leave§?®
was my next query. ““ Was it at the
t.ime of the Highland Eviciions, when
*one hundred smokes. went up oune
c]umney gria 4

‘ No,” wass the reply, vuy empha-
tically ; “*it was the next year the
English shepherds came and the croft-
ers were driven to the north, t,o tho
shores of Caithness.”

Western historians have g‘vvn the
Impression fthat the emigration of
1813 'was on that acecounty but Donald
Gunn says there was a later exhedi-

| that he found them ready

~

2 /’kmfdl

erham refused  to

‘/ﬂl&jal/‘?"
off 1be estate.

| go, baymg that perhaps the sooner

they left the estate the better. Jusi
then a younger boy, Aleck, stepped in
and offered to ge, and, his <fier be-
ing Geccepted, the lad of seventeen
wentoff to the wars.”

Such is Donald Gunn’s pathetie
story of those days. - «On  the top of
centuries of oppression the last straws

were being laid and the burden could

not be much longer borne.
b3 L - J

Tt was to tihese people that:Lord
Seikirk fand his agents cawme with
stories of a betier land. where land-
lords ‘beld no sway. Small wonder
listeners,
less marvel -that, much as they loved
the Mighland glens of  their fore-
fathers, they prepared to embark on
what loeked like a wild adventure.
So /they set out from their own sea-
port,  Dornoch.”

‘“ Wegtern historians say they set
out from SBtornoway,” I said to Don-
ald Gunn at this point.

“ Wells now,” was the guick reply,
‘“ what would they be doing away off
at Stornoway ¢  The ships came for
them: lat Dornoch. Among the Kildon-
anpeople who embarked were Donald
Gunn, aged seventy-six, his wife and
seven wchildren, onc of  them, Angus

Gunn (of whom we WL talk hereaf- |-

ter), being twenty-four years old and
married. Then therd were Matthew-
sons, Macbeths, Bannermans, Suther-
lands, bnd others, also Angus Mac-
kay @and wife, of whom we ghall hear
lacer i

The fvessel set sail June 5, and was
stalled mt @ Fort Churebill, Hudson
Bay, in ‘August, after a voyage of
ten'weeks or three months. The other
expeditions, it will bBe remembered;
had fianded their colonists at York
Factory, at the mouth of the Nelson
river. The emigrant ship had a2 con-
voy with it that kept darting hither
and tthither, for the sea  was infest-
ed 'v.nh pirates.

g HIRER
It is interesting te wmagine the
seene {that met their eyes at Fort
Churckill. 1 know not what the

buildings of {the Hudson Bay Company

‘there were like then, probadly much

the same as they are today. Certiain-
ly old Fort Prince of Wales was
there, for it was begun in 1735, and
completed in 1760 by the Hudson Bay
Company, probably to protect their
possessions from the French. Charles
R. Tuttle, of the Government survey
expedition of 1884, thus speaks of it.
"rhh‘i curions gld Roman style of a
Ii...2os is about 350 feet - sguace.
The inner walls are in a good state of
preservation und will stand for ¢en-
turies to come, On them are a iarge
number of guns, stamped G. R, and
representing the reign of King George
I. ¢ Near the fort are a number of

graves, some of them ‘with ruode
tombstones. ' On ene are the initials
“C. B, and on another *‘John

Sutherland, 1813. ; _
Were some of these the graves of

our {Kildonan friends? for their
story ‘here is a sad one. Western
historians say that fever broke out

on ithe ship during the voyaze, but
thy #ligin people relate that in the
middle oi the Hudson Bay the ship
became “ice-bound. While there the
Eskimos came along in their little
boats with oil"for ‘shipment back to
Scotland. This oil smelled very bad-
ly, tand afterwards the sailors and
passengers awvent down with a fever,
There was no fever befors this.
Ameng those of the passengers who
died was Catherine Gunn.  On the

‘/«x/‘&um‘f Mi)

" But provisions ot ztmuerl scaree at
Fort Churechill, an: rthe order came
for all able-bodied! men, who were
free and able to :l». to push on to
Fort York, about 176 hundred miles
further down the v pst coast of Hud-
son Bay. The jourlaey was made on
snowshoes, and it = took  them six
weeks. They alwayw made a point of
resting for the night in a ravine,
or where theve was {imber. They
scooped holes in the snow for a hed

{and made a wind-break of branches of

avergreens -to prevent the snow drifi-
ing into their resting places. Those
who went to Fort York started as
=oon as there was snow enough, and
among them was Angus M«wkay and
his ‘wife. On the way the latier
gave birth to a still-born echild. The
varty with them had no provisions

to spare fer a long journey and had

%o go on to York and leave them in
the care of hospitibie Indians. 1t
was there that Mr. and Mrs. Mackay
solemly vowed that if the Lord
would deliver them; from their trou-
bles they would serve Him faithfully
all their lives.

“iA finer Christian man never walk-
ed Talbot street,” says Donald Gunn,

'{;? A, 6‘3({&441)6 T

nine pomts of the law—a, governmen*f'
charter for the whole country. Be-«
fore Selkirk’s time the Hudson Bay
Company had been very  stagnant,
and their rivals aggressive, ecstab-
lishing forts on the Peace and Atha.
basca, pushing north to the Arctie
and west to the Pacific in their exe
plorations.

With Lord Selkirk came a change,
The Hudson Bay Company woke up,
and, with the coming of his colonies,
the fears of the Nor’-Westers wers
aroused. At the forks of tho Red
and jAssinnibeine the latter had es-
tablished Fort Gibraltar. The Freach
built this first in 1738, and it was
again rebuilt in 1804. A mile north
of this the Selkirk settlers had made
their homes, and Governor Macdone
nel 1had established his citadei—Fort
Douglas. The settlers had not had a
svery happy time since the first batech
arrived in 1812. With their arrival
the few supplies Selkirk’s agents had
on hand began to dwindle away. Six-
Lty or seventy miles south, on the
higher lands of Dakota, was thae
Nor'Western  Port—Fort Pembina.
This the buffalo preferred to thae
lower lands of Manitoba, so Macdon-
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KIL.DONAN CHURCH AND CEMETERY

Where many of the Selkirk settlers are buried.
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‘for jJAngus Mackey lader on -reac'hcd‘

tht shores of Lake FErie, and New
Glasgow church, testified  that the
vow had been kept by making him its
first ruling elder. The Indians were
very kind to Mr. end Mrs. Ma(‘kay,
though they had 1othing to give’
them to eat but ‘pemican and cat—
fish @ =
After Mrs Mdckvy s recovery, they
made their way to Fort York, and in
the s ,..pftm,,r were joined by the remain-
der of the part from Fort Chivchill.
R

Bryce says in his history that about
the middle of April the strongest of
the party set out for the Red River,
wheie they arrived mnear the end of
June and were abi: to plant a few
potatoes. )

“ How could they go before the
snow went ¢ said Tponald Gunn when
I read that to him. * They went $o-
gether when the snow was gone.”

A journey from ]oxt York, up the
Nelson and on to the Red River, is,
even now, wben t{he frail is well-
known, no easy tazk. In September
last, when I was in Winnipeg, there
arrived in the ity a squad of
North-We:-i Mountcd Police from Fort
York, and they gave a graphic ac-
(..ounL of ‘he hard "= endured on
the numerous porte /@ Nelson,

nell bad his colonists move there and
buffalo megt served to keep thom
alive during, the long, cold winter,

In the summer they returned to
Vort Douglas, but fish were scarce
and*provisions harder to procure than
in ‘winter, so they lived largely on
roots that grew .wild on the prairie.
That summer saw: the first sowing
of 'wheat by the Red River, and the

agettlers were delighted with ihe
bountiful harvest. In the autumn,
according to Western historians, came
the second band, the first expedition
of 1813. The second winter was again
spent at Pembina. where Macdonnell
incensed the Nor’Westers still more

“by building there a Hudson Bay fort.

Buffalo were scarce that winter, the
half-breeds tormented them, and,
Bryce £ays, the Nor’-Westers put up
fthe price of provisions, but Begg
says the officers of the Nor’-Westers
assisted the settlers in many ways.
Begg also says Macdonnell placed
firearms in the hands of the colon-
ists, and was drilling them regular-
ly. Then he went a step farther and
issued a proclamation forbidding all’
traders and ethers taking provisions
from the country without permission
in the form of a governor’s license.
Thus the Hudson Bay Company threw
down the gauntlet by bricging 'its

M Cormmol. COATA ]
p?um‘hsnt Red F  or solonis
who came to Eign: countv.

al our coionists were put into p.

session of land, one hundred acres fo.
each family. Western historians suy.
bat Donald Gunn shook his head at
this statement and said he didn't
thinl it was that much. The farms
ware narrow, reaciiing along the river
froni and extending back a mile or
so. The lots were at first ten ehains

wide ; then, later on, the lludson Fay
Comnpauy c¢hanged them to eght
chaing ther ‘to six, making them at

Yagu o two miles long, instead ci one
mil-3  None of the promises Ly 'L Sei-
kirk had made to them had been kept.
There were no implements to till the
soil, nor was there a sufficiency of
food to be had, but they struggled
bravely on until the spring of 1815.
In jAugust, 1814, a son was born to
Mr. and Mrs. Mackay, the late Jechn
Magckay of Aldborough, Elgin coun-
ty, who died in September, 1966.
* Bl

In ‘the meanwhile there was mis-
chief brewing with the Nor’-Westers.
In the early .summer of i815
they" held their annual counsil at
Fort William and a closed meeting
was held over the manifesto of Gov-
ernor Macdonnell. Here came the
traders from 'the\ Rocky Mountains,
Athabasca and the Saskatchewan, voy-
ageurs from Montreal and Quebec
and their chiefs. It is said that it
was resolved that the Selkirk colony
must be broken up and Duncan Cam-
eron and :Alexander Macdonnell were
despatched to see this carried out.
On their arrival at the Red River
violent a€tion was brought to.bear
on Governor Macdonnell, of the Hud-
gon Bay Company, to give himself up,

and he was sent under arrest, {o
Montreal. :
% C I S

And mow we come again to the

part where Elgin people have more |
to say than Western histori ians, and |
do nut #@iways apEol - Wik Cladtan

Bryce says: ‘“Cameron was ndw
ready to carry out his promise to
the seltlers whoe were disloyal to the
colony, and, in June, with the de-
serters, departed on his long voy-

|age to Upper Canada.”

The story of the Elgin people is as |
follows : The Kildonaan peeple grew |
disheartened and dissatisfied, and?
made up their minds fo leave.

‘““Was it the Nor’-Westers put 1t
into their heads to go to Lake Erie ?

I asked Donald Gunn

** No.” he ®aid, “they Heard of the
place and of Colonel Tdlbot’s Settle-
ment away back in Scotland.”

In reply to their discontent, how-
ever, Governor Maecdonneil had point-
ed one night to the moon as it shone
oever the prairie and said, “You may
as well ftry to get to: that moon
as get out of this.”™ The promises
made by Lord Selkirk had not been
kept, but the Hudson Bay Company
had wepposed their leaving and the
Nor’-Westérs helped them ont. For
the safety of those who were leaving,
the young men went into the Hudson
Bay fort and threw all their guns
into the river. The late Angus C. Gunn
of Dufiwich, who died in Elgin colin-
1y, Doeemhel 29, 1879, went into the
fort to throw the guns into the viver
and was foliowed hy a half-breec
with a gun to shoot. Angsuz Gunn,
who was strong as he was brave,
pulled the gun out of the half-
breed’s hand, threw it into the river
and pitched him out the window. The
settlers had their boats on the river,
with all their little effects, before-
hand. The North-West Company



