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B Community Activities and Customs snd Ideals

Community activities are attended by nearly every one in the
community. The main community sctivities are the Sunday School picnie,
the annual church fowl supper, and the Sunday School Christmas enter-
tainment. The Sundey School picnic, although held in the middle of
July, a very busy tiwe of the year for nearly all of the members of
the community, is attended by nearly every one who can possibly get
there. The Christmas entertainment, held ét the church, is an event
that the children and grown-ups alikellook forward to with grest
interest. HBveryone in the surrounding district attends the snnusl
fowl supper of the Women's Association. This is the occasion when
hearty appetites enjoy large helpings of rosst chicken, mashed potatoes
and home-mede pies.

The members of the community have definite ideas toward the pro-
gress of this community. There is talk of making Talbotville a Police
villiage. Plans have been made and spproved for Street-lighting in the
village. Last year an sdequate draipage system was laid in order to
take care of the drainage needs of the community. The community is very
awbitious towards advancement, but it will be quite a while before there
will be any noticesble change.

Coneclusion ' 4

In the last seventy-five years there hagebeen many changes in the
community of'Talbptville. In the years to come there will probably be
more and greater changes. It has progressed from a little pioneer
scttlement to a thriving ferming community. Sometime in the‘future it

. will probably become a suburb of the expanding industriél city of 8t.
rk@homas, but all of the residents of Talbotville hope that it will

always remain the friendly, happy little community that it is now.



~—Photos by Stollery.

LARGE OIR-BRUSH PAINTING of Colonel Thomas Talbot,
founder of the Talbot Settlement, adorned the Grand Centrals
new Colonel Talbot Room af the Chamber of Commerce dinner
there Tuesday evening. The painting is the work of a local arfist
Ray Eberts. It will have a permanent place in the new room.|
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~Lt.-Col. I. D. Cameron Gives lllus-
trated Talk at Talbotville W. I.

members’ of Talbotville Women'’s
Institute and other residents of the
community spent an interesting
evening recently in the church
hall when Lieut.-Col. I. D. Camer-
on, St. Thomas, gave an illustrated
| talk on “Barly Days in St. Thom-
‘as and District.”

The speaker prefaced his talk
with several pictures of Col. Thom-
as Talbot and his early residences
at Pt. Talbof, and spoke of Col
Talbot’s -early interest in this com-
munity for which he is said to have
chosen the mname “Talbotville
Royal,” which it still retains.

Mr. Cameron took his listeners
on an imaginary trip. with piec-
tures, from Talbotville to St
Thomas, in the early days passing
through the old toll-gate at the
foot of sandymount Hill, stopping
at foot of Blackwood’s Hill to
view the early settlement there,
and then on up the hill as the
struggling pioneer village gradual-
ly climbed upward and  eastward.
Stops were made to visit the vaYi-
ous stores, shopsi the market-
place, and even the photograph
gallery where the latest styles of
that day were observed.

_-The trip then progressed east-
ward, down Talbot street and
around the young, growing town,
as the years passed on, and new
business blocks, churches, and
schools were rapidly appearing.
The progress made by St. Thomas
at that time was very rapid, in
‘comparison with the slower growth
up the hill at an earlier date. The
first horse-drawn street cars, then
A-the first electric cars were shown,
and listeners were even taken on

on .a belt-line car, with the band
"entertaining with music on the

WaY: i

Later, the journey continued
down the hill and out home again
to Talbotville on an old “Traction
Line” car, which played sucH a part
in the life of this community, un-
til 1918, when it ceased to oper-
ate.

The evening was much enjoyed
by all, ‘especially the older resi-
dents, who re-called many scenes
remembered from childhood days.
The speaker was introduced by
| Rev. A. R. Taylor, who later had
charge of the lantern, and assist-
ed in the success of the evening.

The program was arranged by
Mrs. John McCormick, of St.
Thomas, historical research con-
vener, who later thanked ' the
speaker, Musical numbers by Mrs.
George Clinton, «Mrs. F. Helkaa
and Mrs. Ralph Auckland were
much enjoyed. . . . - :
In a short business session, the
W. 1. president, Mrs. A. E. Thom-
as reported ' that 'the overseas|
- Christmas boxes had' been mneailed
recently to the sister Institute at
Bloxworth, Dorset, England, also
that* Christmas baskets would be
distributed to all sick and shut-ins
of the -oommunitgé ; !

Roll «call was answered by men-
ing an historical place visited,

isplay:of antiques.  An
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Road Made
- Talbotville

TALBOTVILLE is the only
community “in Elgin County
which bears the family name of
Colonel Thomas Talbot—he gave
it the name himsgself. ;

But the colonel’s high hopes
for Talbotville were not to be

realized—the village was . too
close to the larger community
that bears his given name, St.
Thomas. Just a few miles down
the road, across 'the flat and up
the other side are the railway
lines of the Michigan Central,
the New York Central and the L.
& P.S.; and the population gath-
ered- there spelt the doom of
Talbot’s hope for & larger centre
at Talbotville. :

Degpite this handicap, how-
ever, Talbotville has maintained
its own jndividuality. At one
‘time, situated where five roads
met, it was called Five Stakes.
Before the railway was built it
was an important village on the
London and Port Stanley gravel
road, for this road was the main
thoroughfare to and from Lon-
don. The railway diverted all
heavy traffic. 7 :
The years after the L. & P.S.
was built were not kind to Tal-
botville, but the village is today '
making the most of its strategic
location where busy No. 3 and

No. 4 highways meet.

Here thousands of tourist cars
pass every year, and modern
service stations have sprung up
to serve the travelers as they
reach the junction. And with the
still increasing use of highways,
Talbotville is looking forward to
at least a partial return of the
prosperity it knew in the days.
before the railway was built.



