SDAY, JANUARY 20, 1948

Setting Matters Stra ight
About the Buildings Now on
Historic Col. Talbot Estate

(The following letter to the editor| ' Protessor Landon, now represent-

is by Miss Margaret Coyne, daughter
of the late Dr. J. H. Coyne, who was
a recognized  authority on matters
pertaining to the early history of the
Talbot settlement) :

Editor, The Times-Journal: Sir—
1 understand that the question ofi
buying the Talbot estate is shortl'yi
to be brought before the City and

County Councils, The beauty of
the ' site in question, its historical
significance, and the fact that for
four or five decades distinguished
Yisitors found their way there to
visit the renowned Colonel Talbot,
all make it a place of unusual in-
terest to the people of -this com-
munity. Nevertheless, it is possible
to exaggerate its historics value.
Of recent years a legend has
grown up with regard to the old
house on* the Talbot estate. From|
time to time references have been
made to it as the one built by
Colonel Talbot in which he lived
for more than forty years. These
statements are astonishing to hun-|
dreds of people living in this County
who, like myself, have heard the
story of this house from parents
and grandparents, and also to other,s
trained in historical research who
have made a study of the subject.
Records left by people closely con-
nected with the:place, and infor-
mation handed down in:our fam-|
ilies, ‘all agree. Colonel Talbot did|
not _build the present house on thé|
albot estate; he never lived in if,
and he intensely disliked it~
The house now on the hill-top at
Port Talbot was built by a nephew,
Colonel Airey, who Colonel Talbot
leff In charge when he paid a visit

returned home the tfollowing yeari

to find, in addition to his own
house, a new fram house on the
premises with his nephew living in
it, he was full of wrath., A frame

to England in 1848. When TaLbotl

house he considered completely out(
of place in this new country. He|
refused to live in it with the Aireys.|
Since in his absence his own log
house had been covered with clap-!
board by his nephew (an additional!
cause of anger) he moved With!

his adopted son, George Macbeth, |

into a log shack close by. It was

only for a year. In 1850 he w-en-t[

again to England. Shortly after his!
return, George Macbeth married
and moved to London. Colonel Tal-|
bot made his home with him until'
his death in 1853, During these last|
years, spént in London, he never|
paid even the briefest visit to his|
old place at Port Talbet.

Visitors to Colonel Talbot dur-
ing the year he lived on the estate
after the new frame house was
built, described it in detail as the
residence of Colonel and Mrs. Airey,
and also remarked on the fact that
Colonel Talbot "lived in the log
shack. Lady Emmeline Stuart Wort-
ley is one of those who writes to
that effect, in her description of
her wvisit to Port Talbot -in 1849.

My father, who, as many people
will remember, was a lifelong stud-
ent of the life and times of Colonel
Talbot, in the year 1935 stated:
“The house Airey built was the]
present one, modelled on simila
lines to those of the log house of
Talbot. ' The old log house stood
about thirty or #forty feet from
the new one.”

.1 member of the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada, and

| ‘Colenel Talbot had been incorporat-

|
PI

{Western Ont

ing this section of the Province as

‘hus recognized as thecleading au-
thority on historical ‘matters inj
Wéstern Ontario, wrote in  1929:)
“Colonel Airey had built a large
frame house adjoining Colonel Tal-
bot’s own log home, and this is the
building which stands today at Port
Talbot. It stood to the left!
of the present house.” |

Twenty years or so ago, when the
rumor began in St. Thomas that
the frame house now standing was
Colonel Talbot’s old house, my
father and Judge Macbeth decided
to investigate to see if by any
chance any part of the old house of

ed into the present house built by!
Colonel Airey. Since Judge Mac-
beth owned the property, they were
able with impunity to take boards
from different parts of the build-j
ing. Nowhere was there a sign ofj
a log. They were able to state au-
thoritatively that no part of the pre-
sent building had ever been part
of Celonel Talbot’s log house,

In case any one wonders what

became of the original house: Th f
.0ld log house where Colonel Tal-
ibot. lived for so many years and en-J
itertained his famous guests was
ibuilt in 1_824_._7115 gradually disin-
Itegrated i spite of the fact pre-
viously mentioned, that it was in
11848 covered with clapboard for
ithe purpose of preserving it. Final-
Jdy in 1878 when only the kitchen
‘was I€Tt, an employee of the Mac-
ibet.h family, not realizing its his-
jtoric importance, destroyed it As
imentioned above no recognizable
ivestige of it remains, The late Judge
‘Macbeth of London. and his cousin,

iJohn: Saunders of Windsor as well
ias others remembered perfectly the
‘demolition of the last trace of the
i‘old log house. i
| I have stated the facts as I know
éthem. Apart from the foregoing, it
iwould seem advisable in con-
itempla‘tl‘ng the expenditure of tax-
;payers’ money, to get all possible
jinformation from an historian of
;sufficient authority that his opinion
iwould count not only now but in
the future, not only locally but
throughout the Dominion’ Thus pro-
itection would be obtained against
ipossible future criticism, :

i As mentioned before, the recog-
inized authority on matters of his-
ytorical import for' this part of the
[cou-qtry is_Professor Landon. vice-
president “of the Universify ot
ario. He lives in Lon-
ydon. It would be a simple matter

to settle an disputed ;
b S sputed point by
{ I thank you, Mr. Editor, for this

‘opportun_ity of presenting certain
facts which seem less well known
than formerly.
Yours very truly,
¢ ]’%VIARtGA?E’IS‘ COYNE.
etcalfe street, - St. i
Tan 18, 108 Thomas’?
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.on Talbot Egtate

The little com is the
histors e country and with-
out it national history is incom-
plete, Dr. J, J. Talman, history
teacher and assistant librarian at
the University of Western Ontario,
and secretary of the Ontario His-
‘torical Society, declared, Monday
evening, when he attended the in-
augural meeting of the reorgan-
ized Elgin Historical Society, held
in the courtroom of the county
courthouse. The attendance at the
meeting was evidence of the ac-
tive interest 'that is being taken
by many St. Thomas and Elgin
people in the revival of an or-
ganization that had its origin as
the Elgin Historical and Scientific
Institute in' 1891. The interest dis-
played augured well for the suc-
cess of the Society in starting a
new period of research and aom-
| munity service, 5

Dr. Talman endeavored to im-
press on his audience the im

societies  with  zealous members
dedicated to the task of “discov-
ering” and preserving the past.
“You must ow the past fo
understand~The pre % aid.
“You must know the Past of St.
Thomas, of Port Stanley and of
this whole region along the north
|| shote' of Lake Erie in order to
funderstand the present and meet
| the: future. - You can’t ignore the
past when you're thinking of the
|future. You can’t understand the
{ Quebec of today unless you know
[ the history of Quebec. "The man
tin the bush can get out a Ilot
easier if he knows how he got in.”
L. T. Holmes, president of the
Society, was chairman. Dr. Tal-
man was introduced by J. C.
Smith, ‘the - secretary, with the
thanks of the "meeting exvressed
| by City Engineer W. C. Miller,
Committee Carries On

Thomas Talbot and the Talbot Sef-

cially appropriate as the placing
for sale of the Talbot Estate at
i Port Talbot was largely the moti-
| vating influence behind the reor-
ggmza(t_;op of the Elgin Historical
| Soclety and the sending of a dele-
| gation to Queen’s Park last Thurs-
day in an endeavor to have 400
facres acquired by the Ontario
Government as a Provineial Park
“and historic site. While the mis~
sion was not exactly successful, it

‘was the opinion of those at the|

meeting Monday evening that the
effort should not be dropped and
la motion, sponsored by Lieut.-Col.
L D. Cameron, was passed asking
z-i,the special committee headed by

. ways and means of preventing
“historic property from being
outsides

delegation

bion of the |

interest

a Provincial Park be-:
‘cause ts part in the history of.
“Ontario. i AR :

~“You can't ienore Colonel Talbot

- continent,” said Dr. Tal-|
T ' “He fits in as a colonizer
was not. a saint, even though St.!
‘Thomas was named for him—and
can anybody tell me where that

came from? A
“Today, if Colonel Talbot were
living, T don’t think we would
‘have liked him. We would have
found him arbitrary and he would
jhave made us mad, He didn't suf-
fer and sacrifice yery much when
‘he got 100 acres of land for him-
very time he settled a man|
ndred; but he was a man
on who could read and ua-
and history and from it he
plan for the future.. This
hrough here today with
1 produe '

. Whole Histor
. Dr.J.J. Td

Imp'ortange t;f Local Hi’sf’é:ertféSEéd’i ét Inaugural M‘ée‘tin«g
- of Elgin Historical Society; Committee to Continue

portance of active local historicaly

Much of Dr.: Talman’s latter re-|
‘marks had to do with Colonel|

| tlement. The subject was espe-|

John E. Pearce of Tyrconnell to

rry on and endeavor to devise|

sold
__probably for com-|
S: One suggestion |
tt McKay, spokesman |

to Toronto, was |

of Ontario, |
man Declares)

Representations -

ment\ that history is dynamic and|
has a definite bearing on the fu-
ture of a nation, Dr. Talman said:|
“But we must not let history domi-
nate our ideas, as happened in Ire-
land. Ireland let the past bother
it. Cromwell continued to be a
living character to too : many
people in Ireland . , . Ireland will|
be a happier country when it quits;
letting history dominate it”

Dr. Talman came to the inaug-
ural meeting of .the Elgin Society
from attending a great gathering
of representatives of local histor-
ical societies from all parts of the |
continent held in Washington, the
tenth annual gathering of the
kind. He was a speaker at this
meeting and he described it as fol-
lows: “Those delegates all talked
like we talk . . . The; all are
interested in local history.”

Dr. Talman brought greetings
from both the Ontario Society and
the Kent County Society, which
opened the lecture room .in the
vKent - Chatham museum ‘Monday.
'evening. e >

A

and should be,

ill‘:é thei'éhistory of this Province and *

and as a pioneer road builder. He .

“‘Saint’ attached to this city’s name|

" death. Returning to Europe,

TALBOT MOST
- REMARKABLE
~ CHARACTER

W

Old Sketch That Deals
‘With Founder of Tal-
bot Settlement |
MYSTERIQUS, ALSO
Family and Aristocratic
Pride Prominent Fea-
ture of J.onely Figure
From an illustrated book en-
titled “Canada,” published in
1906, the following most readable
article c¢oncerning Colonel
Thomas Talbot, the founder of
the Talbot Settlement: is: taken.
The author is Wilfred Campbell,

LL.D., the well-known writer
and poet.

The shores of Lake Erie have
several ‘interesting ports. South of
London is St. Thomas, another
beautiful city and county town. St.
Thomas is especially famous for
being the home of, and being called
after, the noted Colonel Thomas
Talbot, one of the most remgrkable
‘characters associated with the his-
tory of old Upper Canada. His his- |
tory, sufficie it to say here, was
mysterious, to say the least. He
was generally known as the young-
er son. of an old Irish commoner
family; but his place of birth, and
where he received his early educa-
tion, are shrouded in my@tery. He
first comes to light as a fellow
‘aide-de-camp with no less '‘a per-
sonage than the great Duke of
Wellington, when, as mere lads in|{
their teens, they, as cornets in the
army, were attached to the court
of the Viceroy at Dublin. Later he!
came out to Ca ;da,.ag an ai e-der !

\ Brat
was ufgsually st 113 and iti
was during his stay in Canada that
he discovered the snot which was
afterwards fo be the scene of his
life’s labors, and the place of

went with the British army o3
disastrous venture into Holland
‘under the command of the Duke of
York. He soon rose to be a colonel, |
and *when he had achieved thoat
rank he, suddenly, for no

reason, sold out his comi
and retired to Canada,
determined to
?falgo;{’ hetg

aoproached  the government of|
Upper Canada. with a project he
had to bring emigrants out from
the old country and settle them on
‘his own and upon government|
lands. His projegt being received
with favor 2 d

ports in
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With great pride and much fan-
fare, regular passenger and ex-
press service was inaugurated be-
tween St. Thomas and Port Stan-

ley 50 years ago today on the old
Southwestern Traction Co. line.

Teh tramlin e, the most recent
development in a spreading net-

work of electric railways, offered.

cheap, fast transportation to the
public. It was generally believed
that interurban railways ‘provided
the solution for linking many
small villages with the growing
cities of Southwestern Ontario.
The day before regular service
began, a special coach carrying
St. Thomas Council members and

“_ other prominent citizens took a

trip to Port Stanley.
{ NOTABLES ABOARD
| “The car left promptly at two

o’clock and made the run in good
time,” the  St. Thomas Daily

charge of S. W. Mower, manager
of the line, and George Northcott,
the company’s superintendent,
was at the motor. President F. G.
Rumball was aboard, as were also
H. M. Rumball, Robert Arkell,
manager of the Imperial Bank,
Loendon, A. E. Welch, Dr. Rout-
ledge, of Lambeth, Managing Edi-
tor Miller of the Free Press, and
S. S. Mitehell, of California, a
| guest of F. G. Rumball, when the
i car reached St. Thomas from Lon-
| don.
‘ Here in St. Thomas, those who
got aboard were Mayor Lawrence,
Aldermen Day, McCully, Meehan,

Times reported. “The car was in.

service was

RAILWAY OPENED — Fifty years ago today,
inaugurated on the Southwestern
Traction Co. line between St. Thomas and Port
Stanley. Here the first official car and its load
of distinguished passengers paused at Port Stan-

ley for an official photegraph. A crowd of vil-

Traction Line Service Inuugurate'd 50 Years ASOTo:ig;’

lage youngsters, excited by the event, were in-

vited to have themselves included in the picture.

The Traction Line operated regular passenger

and express service until the line suspended op-

erations in 1918.

H. Dingman, publisher of The Times-Journal
for many years.

Among them was the late L.

Geddes, Chant and Guest, Magis-
trate Glenn, City Clerk Doherty,
John Dohe‘gt_y, City 'Treasurer
Perry, City Engineer Bell, Mana-
ger Balsden of the St. Thomas
Street Railway, Tax Collector
Meek, Assessor Freek, Walter
Caughell, township clerk, and H.
G. Mills, of Yarmouth, Henry
Roe, city agent, Chief of Police
Armstrong, F. M. Griffin, R. H.
McConnell, E. A. Horton, Charles

Love, manager East End Branch

Imperial Bank, John Thompson
of the Journal, and L. H. Ding-
man of The Times. At Union,
James McKenzie, the agent there,
joined the party.”

The arrival of the special car
and its distinguished passengers
was a noteworthy event in the
history of Port Stanley. The har-
bor was inspected before the
group proceeded to the Loney
Hotel.

The leaders firmly believed
that the interurban service was
here to stay. ;

SABBATH NOT CONTRAVENED

Mayor Lawrence indicated he
saw no more harm in the electric
cars heing operated on Sundays
than driving a tired livery horse
on the Lord’s Day. He told the

assembly that city residents
shoulll be able to enjoy the Sun-
day country air at the lowest cost
possible.

Alderman Meehan believed it
would be only the matter of time
before the interurban service
would be extended to Aylmer,
Fingal and Dutton.

When all the festivities had
come to an end, it was the time
for an official photograph to be
taken at Port Stanley by the vil-
lage photographer Fred Loftus.
To Jack Ferguson, of Port Stan-
ley, went the honor of buying the
first ticket from Port Stanley to
St. Thomas and return.

It was a happy group, nearly all
members toting strings of  fish,
that returned to St. Thomas.

DOOM UNFORESEEN N

‘They little realized that even
as the start of the Traction Line
service was being celebrated, the
dawn of the motor vehicle era
was breaking. In 1907, only the
more venturesorme had purchased
the new-fangled gasoline engine
powered vehicles. Regarded
mainly by the public as curiosities,
within a few years the motor cars
had become so common that .he
steam and electrical railways be-

OCJ}". 3|5t :

gan to feel the pressure of com-
petition.

The Traction Line also had the
competition of the Pere Mar-

quette Railway, the lessees of the
London and Port Stanley Rail-
way. In 1907, the P.M. had trans-
ported 135,000 passengers to Port
Stanley. By 1915, the London and
Port Stanley Railway had passed
once more into complete London
control. Electrified with faster
cars than the Traction Line, and
having a much more direct route,
the competing interurban proved
powerful competition.

Finally, the Traction Line sus-
pended its service in 1918.

STILL SOME TRACES

Today, a younger generation
can see only a few traces of this
memorable railway. The tracks
have long since been torn up, and
most of the road bed has gradual-
ly vanished.

The Traction Line left many
fond memories however, and
many citizéns recall happy ex-
cursions on this interurban rail-
way which ran south from Lon-
don following the road te Lam-

' beth, then on down to Talbotville

where it swung easterly to enter
St. Thomas via an incline on the

1957,

S

west side of Lynhurst and up the
Lynhurst Hill. H

The Traction Line cars used
the tracks of the old St. Thomas
Street Railway along Talbot
street fo First avenue; thence
south and out across the 6th, 5th

and 4th concessions of Yarmouth |

and Dadson’s Pond to Union.

PAST SULPHUR SPRING

From Union the track bed went
up the Union Hill past the United
Church, along the east side 'of
what used to be called the Gravel
road and down the long grade to
Port ‘Stanley, passing within a few
feet of the old Sulphur Springs
Hotel at the northern outskirts of
the lakeside village. The smell of
Fhe spring iself filled each pass-
ing car. l :

The terminal on Main street,
Port 'Stanley, just south of the
Bridge street corner in the centre
of town, is a concrete block struc-
ture next to the Clifton Hotel own-
ed by Harbormaster George Wil-
son. At Union, the station was a
concrete block building just east
of the main intersection now
serving as a Canadian Oil garage.
The remnants of the rail viaduet
across Dadson’s Pend can be seen
to the east of No. 4 Highway.

Few other Traction Line build-
ings remain standing. In St. Tho-
mas, the carbarns and other facil-
ities of the St. Thomas Street
Railway were used. These are
now the main part of the Metal
Signs plant. Nothing but traces of
the roadbed between St. Thomas
and London can now be found.
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