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Early Days of
Who Landed
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'COIV.JTal'bot»
at Pt. Talbot |

It is rather fitting that this ar-
ticle, dealing as it does in part
with Colonel Thomas Talbot and

the Talbot Settlement, should ap-

' pear today, because it was exact-
ly 133 years ago today (May 21,
1803), that the Colonel landed st
Port Talbot to begin his ‘ask of
parcelling out the land granted
him by the British Crown. Tte
article, with an accompanyirg
letter. came from Dr. C. M. Keii-
lor. a native of the Wallacetown
district and at present a mem-
ber . of the Canadian Pension

Commission. The letter and ar-.

ticle follow:

Editor, The Times-Journal: Sir,—
It was recently my good fortune
while in Regina, to have ‘the privi-
lege of browsing in the library of
the late Lieutenant-Governor Mil-
ler of the Province of Saskatche-
wan, and I here subjoin an excerpt
from “Picturesque (anada” which
was edited by George Monro Grant,
D.D., of Queen’s University shortly
after Confederation.

Born and reared in Dunwich
township and having spent many
happy hours as a youth at Port
Talbot, this enclosure has a strong
appeal and interest for me.

Perhaps many of your readers
will derive not only the same sense
of enjoyment in the delightful de-
scription of the Talbot country, but
pride in having domiciled or even
having lived at one time in the
settlement where Colonel Talbot
labored. ;

8 Sincerely,
C. M. KEILLOR, M.D.,
Commissioner.
293 MacLaren ‘street, Ottawa,
May 17, 1946. ;

Of  the '‘many railways which
bring rich tribute to London, thot
arriving from the shore of Lake
Erie by way of St. Thomas taps «
district of much interest as well as
resource. Leaving - London, and
holding our way along ‘the gentle
rise which forms the water-shed of
the right townships of Westminster

~ and ' Yarmouth, we find on reach-
ing St. Thomas that we are looking
down from an escarpment -of con-
siderable elevation. From the west-
ern edge the city commends a mag-
‘nificent outlook. 'As far as the sye
‘can reach, country villas and ‘rim
farmsteads' stand out in relief
against graceful bits of wildwood.
or are only half concealed by olan-
tations of ‘deep green spruce and

arbor vitae. Intervening are brozd|

stretches of meadow,+or. long roll-
ing billows of harvest land. Down
. in the deep ravine at our feet winds
5 beautiful stream, which has .l
* the essentials of romance, except
the name.. When, half a century
ago, Mrs. Jameson warmly remon-
strated against “Kettle Creek,” old
Colonel Talbot pleaded. that some
of his first settlers had christened
the stream from finding an Indian
camp kettle on the bank, and that
really he had not thought it worth
while to change the name. The
Canada Southern Railway is car-
ried across :
‘ravine by a long wooden viaduct
which contains a very forest of|
spars. The  growth of St. Thomas
has been much promoted by this
ithern Railway. which. original-
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the creek and its dizzy | officers were thrown much together

lyA to back him ragainst the intrigues

of the Can'adién’ executive. Through

- the mightier dynasty of the Van-|Simcoe’s infiience Talbot obtained
erbi

Valley road gives St. Thomas i Liake Erie.

-t pality of about 700,000 acres with|
a population ¢t 75,000 souls. There:

Just 133 Years Ago Today|

station is one of the finest in the
Dominion, and reminds one of tae
large structures in Chicago and
New York. Competition for the
American through freight brouzht
a branch of the Great Western from
Glencoe to St. Thomas. This Loop
or “Air” line passes onward by
| Aylmer, Tillsonburg, Simcoe and
jJarvis; then, as we have already
| seen,  converges to the Canada
Southern at Cayuga: whence the
| two civals'start on a { ‘y-mile race
| for the Intern-tional Bridge at Buf-
falo, ' blowing steam :into each
other’s "ces almost all the way.
The Loop Line gives St. Thomas
the rare advantage of a third
through route east and west. Then

cil enfries by the Colonel in his
-township maps; transfers were ac-
complished by a piece of rubber
and more pencil entries. His word
of honor was sufficient; and their
confidence was certainly never
abused. The anniversary of his
 landing at Port Talbot, the 21st of

a great festival, which was long
.kept up in St Thomas with all
honor. Immediately after brief re-
spite the hermit would return to his
isolation, in which there was an odd
mixture of aristccratic hauteur and
salvaged = wildness. The acquain-
tances of early life fell away one
by one, and there were none others
to fill the vacancies. While creat-
ing thousands of happy firesides
around him, his own hearth re-
mained. desolate. Compassion was
often felt for his loneliness: his
nephews, one of them afterwa.ds,
General Lord « Airey of Crimean
fame, attempted to share his soli-
jtude; but in vain. Then his one
faithful servant Jeffry, died. The
recluse had succeeded in creating
around him an absolute void; for

by the railway on which we have
just traveled there is eacy access to
Port Stanley which, only eight
miles distant, is the chief harbor on
the north shore of Lake Erie:

The development of 'St. Thomas

The haunts and homes of ~ommerce

the city’s limits. The religious edi-
fices have kept abreast of this ma-
terial advance. Higher education,
as well as elementury, has received
careful consideration. An excel-!
lent Collegiate Institute furnishes
an academic and professional train-
ing. Alma College, a fine pile of
buildings in modern Gothic, oceus
pies a commanding site of six
acres in the midale of the city. The
college is designed to give young
ladies a training, artistic and musi-
cal, as well as literary., It is con-
ducted under the auspices of the
Mcthodist Episcopal Church,

At St. Thomas we are in the heart.
of the “Talbot Country.” The city’s
main artery is the same Talbot
street which seventy miles eastward
we found crossing the Grand River
at Cayuga; and which, westward,
we should find reversing the coun-
ties of Kent and Essex, finally run-
ning out on the Detroit River at!
Sandwich. Both the “street” and|
St. Thomas itself take their name |
from the young lieutenant whom we|
saw with Governor Simcoe explor-!
Ing a site for London in the winter
of 1793, As in St. Catharines and.
some other places locally canonized
The Saint” has beeh thrown in for
euphony. Perhaps, too, the volun-
tary hardships to which Colonel
Talbot devoted himself may have
suggested a comparison with his
‘famous namesak> of Canterbury. |

From the lookout at Port Stanley
we ‘can discern, seven or eightI
miles westward, Talbot Creek andI
the spot where this military hermit
renounced. the world of rank and
fashion and entered the wilderness,
there to abide with brief intermis-
sion for nearly fifty years; the spot
also, where after a stormy life he
now peacefully lies listening to the
laughing of the lake waves upon
the shore. Talbot was two years
younger than Arthur Wellesley, the
future Duke of Wellington, and,
while still in their ’teens, the young

as aides to the Talbot relatives, the
Marquis of Buckingham, then Vice-
roy of Ireland. The warm friendship
thus formed was kept up until the
end of their lives by correspon-

-and-by -

visits to Apsley House, where
always found Wellingtor ready

in 1803 a township on the shore of

‘original demesne

grew in half a century to a«pri

R

ndustry at the eastern nd|was an arcacdhian  simplicity about

street.. The adjoining the life'of these pioneer-. The title

we take no account of the birds of
prey that Lovered about. Welling-
on, his _first companion and the
| last of his friends, was borne to his
| tomb in the crypt of St. Paul's amid
jall the magnificent woe of a state
| funeral, and with the profoundest |

into a railway centre has carried | respect of a great Empire. Three
with it great’ material prosperity: | months later, Lord Talbot also died.

was the depth of winter and bit-

and industry are fast overgrowing|!€rly cold. In the progress of the

remains from London, where he
died, to the quiet nook by the lake
shore, the deceased lay all night ne-
glected and forsaken in (he barn of
\roadside inn. The only voice of
mourning near his coffin was the
wailing of the night wind, But, in
that solemn darkness, the pealing|
organ of the forest played more
% gclémig cadences than may be
nd.in a requiem of |
herubini. 5 g o =
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May, was erected by Dr. Rolph into

| the London-Port Stanley railway.

/I thought was to grow hemp for ex-

A permanently.
. for small fees. Talbot obtained two

| to be deducted from his first 5,000

Early History of Elgin [

Dr. Bogue added variety to the
evening speaking not on Holsteins,
but on some of the early history of
Elgin County, as brought to light
through the life of Col. Thomasg
Talbot, in a centennial year ad-
dress: Dr. Bogue said that in his
mind, three points in the years
-852 and 1853 featured the passing
of pioneer days—incorporation of
Elgin County; death of Col. Talpbot
and the granting of a charter for

Col. Talbot was a man -who
wasn’t afraid to start over, a fact
from which we might take a good
lesson today, said Dr. Bogue. He
stamped his name and personality.
on this area more than anyone else
hag ever done before or since, men-
tioning such places as Malahlde
Township, Court House in Lon-
don, Talbot Road, St. Thomas,“and
so on as marks of Col. Ta}bot. The
Colonel is stlil with us,” he sa1c,1,
proceeding to sketch Col. Talbot’s

story. :

Inythe 1790’s Robert Graves Sim-
coe was Governor of Upper Canada
and a young lie-utenfant, Thomas
Talbot, “‘was under his command.
Upper Canada was nothing but fqg—
est and Indians, the speaker said.

In 1793 Simcoe wall«ged to Am-
herstburg from what is now To-
ronto and with him on the journey
was Lt. Talbot. They camped ne::r
Port Stanley later returning 10
York with Lt. Talbot sailing back
to England where he took part in
fhe Napoleonic wars. In 1801 Tal-
bot once more returned t_o ‘ﬁanad:g
with the hopes of building upha
settlement in Upper Canada, the
speaker = continued. His main

.

port back to England where it was

badly needed. % .

T oped to build up an
He asgenaped in Canada,
throw  a sure place in _50013%

o B A ﬁ ;:".b,;ﬁ%,#&al
hopeg of inheritance, ber

;gung-eg‘ son, further building up @
his decision to come to Canada

Land was being given to settlers

rants, one of 1,200 acres as he was
f retirednofﬁcer and 5,000 acres for
service he was expected to offer

is country. ;
h?ilg ‘was yalso alloted 200 acres in
the townships of Dunwich and Ald-
borough for every settler that 111e
brought in and persuaded to settle,
deducting 50 acres for the settler.
This latter point, it turned out, was

cres. In theory, he could have
?)uilt his estate to 21,000 acres.
Col. Talbot landed near Port Tal-
hot in 1803, cleared _land, built a
grist mill and saw mlll_‘ and called
for seftlers.” In 1805 his first set-
‘lers arrived and settled near Try-
connell,  Talbot believed that titles
should not be granted these settlers
until the land was settled, homes
built and also tha work should be
done by each towards building of
voads. His ideas found -support of
Colonial officials, said Dr. Bogue,
and in 1811 Talbot was given fur-
ther charges until he had 28 town-
ships under his control In f%fgg
the Talbot Road was built onil:
Port Talbot to Delhi on the eas
and to Sandwich on the west, {gr(%
years later the North ;I‘a DO
branch being built, {‘ﬁft :
After the war of 1812, seftlers
flooded in, said the speaker, in-

ing Highland Scots, Quakers,
‘ %r?gliskgxmenh settlers from L%ﬁg
Point and Niagara and many 9tt1-
ers. They t:e’ctled in their own little

ttlements. :

SeOfficials at York began to be-
come jealous of Talbot and his
power and brought many ’cont‘rov-’
ersaries objecting to Talbot’s power
and way of land handling. Talbol
took the case to England and won.
He then went on to secure an estate




Law in Elgin Count
' By Fred Landon !
COLONEL TOM TALBOT’S body has been ‘““mould’rin’
in the grave’’ these 96 years, but it can truly be said of him,
as of old John Brown, that ‘‘his soul goes marching on.”’
Enough mythology has grown up around his name to provide
material for a dozen novels and if all the anecdotes ascribed
to him were true he would furnish a character for grand
opera, tragedy or comedy.
Visitors to the little graveyard at Tyrconnell where .he
les buried look down at the massive stone slab whereon is in-
scribed the name of ‘“The Honourable Thomas Talbot, Found-

er of the Talbot Settlement "’ and then turn their glance to &
little stone immediately adjoining which records the burial

Colonel Talbot's Word

'place of a little girl, his grand-niece,

Airey, who for -a time lved
together. ’

stead at Port Talbot, for miles"
i 8 il Al Githe @i | TPerons Sonthwald, tg the cast,

as well, one may see the country
pf which he reigned in feudal
fashion in his own day. Here
are the farms which he assigned
in such curious fashion to the

immigrants from the Old Land |

 the ledger and it must not be
|+ ~which culminated in the Dun-

who came to his door, his “land
pirates.” These lands in that
early day were covered for the
most part with dense forest, but
today they present a picture of
cleared fields, capacious home-
steads, great stables and barns,
and all other evidences of a rural
prosperity and well-being.

Disposed of Land

Yet, despite all the tributes r

that have been paid to Talbot as
the founder of the settlement, it

might be questioned whether he |
himself ever brought one settler

to the area. He had in his hands

the disposal of the land, and set- |
tlers came much as they would |
have come had any other official |

of government been there. It
might, indeed, be . questioned
whether Talbot was primarily in-
terested in the settlement of the
country except in so far as such
settlement in its early stages
automatically increased his own
land holdings and at a later date
fncreased the value of these
holdings. )

His original grant of 5,000
acres in Dunwich Township was
made conditional upon its divi-
sion into 50-acre farms for in-
coming settlers. For each 50
acres thus granted, Talbot was
to receive 200 acres elsewhere.
But Talbot surrendered little of
thizs grant, with the result that
in Dunwich and Aldborough, the
two townships where his per-
semal interests chiefly lay, prog-
ress was much slower than in
the other townships. Judge

the daughter of Colonel

‘with him. Youth ’a.nd‘ age lie

statement that as late as 1845
these two townships had each
| only about 700 inhabitants,
had a population of 2,300 and
; cultivated land to the amount of
| 16,000 acres. The two Talbot
| townships combined had less
| than half this amount of land
| under cultivation.

\ There was, however, something
‘| substantial on the other side of
[over]ooked. This was the pro-
lgram of surveying and road- |
building which Talbot pursued
with energy and in which he
associated with himself Mahlon |
Burwell, a native of New Jer-

| #ey. Burwell appears on the |
| scene in road construetion activi-
ties as early as 1809.

Without surveys mno | settler
could know the location or

roads he had neither access to
his property nor from his farm
to a market of any kind. There
was hard common sense in this

traveler over No. 3 highway, for
example, running from Talbot-
ville west towards the Detroit

River can in imagination project
himself back to the men who

| blazed the first trails through |

the forested region and laid
down the beginnings of this
modern highway. Colonel Tal-
bot’s lands being separated from
the Long Point area by a large
tract of forest land, a road was

Talbot road. Later Westminster

parallel to the original road

known as “the Back Street” was
surveyed and opened.

Settlement and road building,

- which. had made only slight

ki QAErmatinéer is authofity for the
From the graveyard at Tyr-

eonnell, ,i:r from the old home- :

[

bounds of his property; without |

constructive actlvity and the |

first laid out between these two
and this became known as the |

- was connected with the Talbot ¢
road and a second road running |

through Southwold and often |

progress before the War of 1812,
were completely stopped during ’
that =truggle; indeed, the work
of those earlier years was largely
un'dt‘)ne by the depredations of |
raiding parties from the Amer-
ican border. In May, and. again
in July, 1814, raids were made
upon Port Talbot, houses being
plundered and crops "destroyed, ‘
In September, Port Talbot again
su.ffered, ‘mills: and " dwellings |
being burned. There was ani-
mosity in these attacks and it
wa..a evidently the hope of the *
raiders to capture Colonel Tal-
bot. In this they failed but |
Colonel Mahlon Burwell was 1

itaken by the enemy and remained
in their hands for some time.
With the revival of emigraﬂon‘\
to Canada after *the Napoleonic
wars the settlers in the 'Jl‘albot;\~
area greatly increased in number|
and the Colonel himself pros-‘
| -pered by the settlement plan
| which regularly gave Talbot a.n.;
additional 150 acres. But such a|
plan of settlement could not but
arouss dissatisfaction and it
largely explains the ‘unrest that%
developed in the townships and|

‘ combe uprising of 1837,
Sinister Figure

. By the early “Thirties” a large
number of the innabitants of the |
County of Middlesex (which then|
included most of present Elgin
County) had come to associate
their various grievances with the |
policies of Colonel Talbot, His |
extensive acquisition of land,
his truculent manners and the?

| large measure of control which |

| he could exercise over the indi-|

|

I

i
?

vidual farmers’ welfare com-|
bined to make him a rather sin-

! ister figure. The St. Thomas Lib-i
eral during the summer of 1833
| could say: |
i “The County of Middlesex,‘
from its first settlement up to|
this moment, has been controlled
by two distinguished individuals,
_as absolutely and despotically as|
is the petty sovereignty of a
German despot. We assert, with-
out fear of contradiction, that the
Hon. Colonel Talbot rules with
a more absotute sway, and his
power is infinitely more: to be
dreaded than that of the King
of Great Britain.” / i
Political organization against
the Government was existing in
the Talbot settlement as early asi
1832 and spread during the next|
four years. Poverty, hardship and|
the drabness of 'life were con-|
tributing factors to the unrest
of 1837 but the policies and ac-
tions of Col. Talbot were some-
thing upon which the ordinary
man’s mind could be centred.

i

te in which he exercised any- |
s like an exclusive jurisdic-
_ as to locations. In Mosa,
rid, Caradoc and Lobo his
ol was only in the south-
parts, chiefly along the Long-
oods road. In Kent County his
 gctivities appear only in Orford,
‘Howard and Zone townships. |

B et

Considering the risks of life,
property and reputation that
were involved, it is = sur-
prising to find that several
hundred men in the Talbot settle-
ment were in actual armed re-
bellion when 1837 came around.
Since the number of those in re-
bellion in that year was greatest
in the Home and London Dis- 5 < :
tricts, it is safe to conclude that ' - - Rich Area i
thesnumber of those who were = When we look at this area to- |
potential rebels must also have | d‘ay'fv've see it as one of the rich-
been greatest in those sections.’  est and most productive agricul-
The “Forties” was a period of, _‘,“ﬁf’urz‘l sections of Ontario. With-
. in it lie the cities of London and
t. Thomas, though with the

reconstruction for the whole

Talbot

province, politically, social !?;y,
educationally and in other 'ms‘,
Changes of a municipal charac-.
ter came also, one of these ﬁg_-vl
ing the disappearance of the old
districts and the definite organi-
zation of county units of gov-|
ernment. As early as 1846 there
was agitation for the separation
of the townships along Lake Erie
from Middlesex and the organi-/ |
zation of a new county. It took .
a dozen years for this to be
worked out, butin 1851 legislative| .
authority was obtained and this| |

became an accomplished fact in'

the next year with the meeting
on April 15 of a provisional coun- *
¢il which elected as = Warden

| Flisha 8. Ganson, reeve of Yar-/

mouth. He gave place to Thomas
Locker, reeve of Malahide, when '
the regular council met for f.hé! 3

first time in November, 1808. /|

We are very apt to think of |
the Talbot settlement as an srea
confined to the present County
of Elgin, While Colonel Talbot’s
own properties were ‘all with'ln‘{
the present Elgin he exercised
jurisdiction in the matter of lo-i
cating applicants for land ini"
parts of both Middlesex and.
Kent counties as we know them
today. : !

There are many familles in: |

Middlesex and Kent whose an-.
cestors . obtained = their land |
through the Talbot agency. Dun- !=
wich and Aldborough, Southwold |
and Yarmouth, Malahide and

Bayham were the townships

which formed the oldest part of |

the Talbot settlement. Fronting '

on the lake and traversed .
throughout by the Talbot road, |
they were the most accessible to |
‘the outside world. Middleton and
Houghton, now in the County of
Norfolk, were also part of th
settlement but in  the
forties had .a small  population
and little land cleared. :
The range of  townships in |
which Colonel Talbot exercised |
his powers and duties included |
several in present day Middlesex. ’
He seems to hayve had no part |
in the settlement of Delaware |
‘and north of the Thames River
Tiandon Townshin wae tha onlv

3

4 hav
;}&;’ ‘thei

igin and development of these
imunities he had nothing to
n the other hand these cities
rown up largely because
r situation in the midst
_rich ! agricultural’ area.

\ar
. From 1815 to 1837 Talbot was
‘the most important figure in |
Western Ontario. He ‘was never
' of much importance after 1837.
. We have interesting glimpses of |
him from that date on but they
are those of an old man, courtly
 to his own circle of friends, in-
' deed beloved by some of them.
. But these later years were cloud-
‘ed by quarrels with relatives,
- worry over his great holdings of
‘land, and by the state of his
health, the latter due in parts to
\(his rather besotted habits. In
{his last days he came into Lon-
idon to live with his friend,
'gleorge Macbeth, and he died in

e Macbeth home on February

46, 1853. The Lord Roberts Pub-
\lic School stands on the site -to-
i day.
4 Division of Talbot's vast prop-
{ erties began as early as 1850
Ylwhen he turned over to his neph-
lew, Colonel Airey, 13,000 acres |
bt land in Aldborough. At his |
{death the remainder of his es- |
| tate, which at one time was be- |
itween sixty and seventy thou- ‘
'sand acres, was bequeathed to |
[ George Macbeth. In 1925 the old |
‘Talbot home and several hun-
| dred acres of land were sold to
/Detroit interests who proposed |
to develop it as a high class
summer resort. The depression
fafter 1929 put an end to this
{scheme. Yol |
In the years since efforts have |
{been. made to’have the property
| preserved as a provincial or Fed-
i e?réghistbric park but these plans
| came to nought. In the fall of
| 1948 public advertisements  ap-
| peared offering the property once

“ again for sale, and in January of
| \this year it was sold, again to
a Detroit citizen, whose plans
with regard to its future use and

! development remain to be seen.
M ?




. Stewart, well-known residents of

. To residents of Elgin County (es-
pecially the older generation), the
development of the Talbot Settle-
ment, the somewhat stormy career
| of eccentric ‘Colonel Thomas Tal-
i bot, and the story, however apo-
cryphal, of ‘the naming of the city

of St. Thomas, are familiar histori-|

-cal ‘items. Some have even read
the. charming account of the
Colonel’s distant relative, Edwin
Allen Talbot, whe left fwo delight-
ful volumes describing his tour,
mostly afoot, through the wilder-
"ness of Upper Canada in the early
years of the, nineteenth ceniury.
| East Elgin' folk, however, have a
special interest in Colonel Talbot,
for one of their townships, the one
where my great-grandparents set-
i tled, was named after the Colonel’s
|'ancestral home, “Malahide.” Last
! Saturday I had the privilege of
V}s "“g both the village and the
cs ,0f that name.

Thanks to the’ happy university
‘ custom of “sabbatical” leaves of ab-
vsence (as well as to the generosity
of the Social Science Research
Council) I am enjoying a sort of
scholarly holiday, most of which
I am spending ir Dublin, reading
the Irish newspapers of the late|
eighteenth century to ascertain the
effect of the French Revolution on
Ireland., When 1 was finally as-
sured of my “ieave,” I decided that
one of the Irish sights that I should
see at all costs was Malahide,
Guide-books afforded adequate in-
formation concerning the castle
and the Talbot family, but con-
cluded with the disappointing ad-
vice that, although the grounds
might be visited on certain days of
the week, the castle itself was not

| open to the public.
} HER * & A !
Nevertheless, solely on the

strength of family experience and
my - historical gourney to Ireland,
I pursued the matter further. I
lgarned that the present “owner”
of the castle and the estate was
one Lord Talbot'de Malahide, Ac-
cordingly, after duly investigating
necessary matters of protocol, I
; wrote “My Lord Baron,” siating my
|.case, and expressing the hope that,
jduring’ my sojourn in ~Dublin, I

Elgin County Native Finds
Interest, Charm at Birthplace
01 Colonel Thomas Talbot

The following interesting account of a visit to Malahide Castle

" in Ireland, nine miles north of Dublin, the birthplace of Colonel
| Thomas Talbot, founder of the Talbot Settlement, has been received
by The Times-Journal from John Hall Stewart. ;
_is a native of Springfield, Ont., a son of the late Mr. and Mrs. George

-~ of history at 'Adelbert College, Western: Reserve University, Cleve-
~ lsnd, Ohio and at the present time is in Dublin, where he is doing
research ‘work for the Social ‘Science Research Council,

By JOHN HALL STEWART

rived at the high-ceilinged (and, I

Mr. Stewart, who

that wvillage, is associaie professor

visiting the castle and taking some \
pictures. of it. :

Almost at once I received a re-
ply, very courteous and very in-
formal. His Lordship informed me|
that his work at the Foreign Office
kept him in London most of the
time, but that his mother and sis-
ter, who lived in the castle, would
welcome me at any time. When I
acknowledged his kind letter,. 1
said that I should be going to Ire-
land by way of London, and that
I might call on:him there. The
second day in London I received
an invitation to - telephone him,
and was invited to call at the For
eign Office. There, across from
historie numbers 10 and 11 Down-;
ing Street, I was passed from one
official to another, and finally ar-

must admit, rather gloomy) office
of Lord Talbot de Malahide. A
most personable young man, per-
haps in his late thirties, His Lord-
ship proved to be a charming con-
versationist. As I was about to
take my leave, he informed me
that he was making one of his in-
frequent visits to Malahide on the
following week-end, that he was
giving a party,’and that if I should
like to attend he would have his||
mother send an invitation to my
hotel in Dublin. Naturally I ac-
cepted the offer with appreciation
and enthusiasm, and went my way.
5 s * e %

Upon arriving in Dublin several |
days later, I found the promised|
invitation awaiting me. And latel|

Saturday afternoon, ‘I betook my-| ¥,
self to Eden Quay, near the fam-| .7
ed me of ha
shaes,

ous O’Connell Street bridge, to take
a bus to Malahide. Most of the
buses here are ‘“double-deckers,”
even those on rural service; and it
was my pleasure to obtain a seat
on the upper level where I could |
view the countryside. = Unhappily
the sky was cloudy, and the rain
pelted down during most of the
nine-mile ride to Malahide. The
village 'is small, not particularly
attractive at this time of year; but
“in season” is-popular with Dub-
linites as a seaside resort. The
countryside—as  much ‘of it as I
could: ‘see—was pleasing, ‘but not
particularly impressive, except that

| might enijoy the special privilege of
b : s i
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i- city in thej

everything green (and most of it
was) was greener than 1 had imag-
ined anything could be. In’view
of the amount of water that: has
fallen during the past few days, |
can understand why this is so.” The
farms are small . and fairly neat,
with hedgerows and stone walls in-
stead of fences. Apart from a cot-
tage and a few outbuildings there
are few ‘of what we would "call
farm buildings. ' The 'soil, 'more
brown. than rich black, left much
to be desired on the 'part of one
who is familiar ‘with “the' soil ‘of
Southern Ontario, = :
My bus'brought mie 1o the village |
considerably before ' the'time that
I was due to reach the castle. So,
for a half-hour or so, 1. warmed
myself beside ‘3 tiny' fire in the
back room ' of ‘the ‘local “pub” and
listened to: the “palaver” ‘of a coii-|
ple of interesting. elderly “na-
jtives.” Then," having obtained di-
| rections, I set out for the castle.
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The estate of Malahide lies on
the "edge o e village—"sure and
its ' just’ beyand the railroad
bridge,” I had been told) Some
360 acres in all, much of the es-
tate appears to be in forest ‘and
parxiand.. Two gates, one at either
end of the frontege, admit from
the main highway. I entered the

(Continued from page eleven) s
. visit - I saw " only - twd/|

ide Castle’

rooms’ o:

dark, heavy woodwork.
were. covered with huge p:
many of them porﬁiéifsfzin

of the Talbot fa ,
where there''was 15ion 4

lovely ‘antique oriental rugs. The
other room  (the hall through
which I had entered) was likewise
heavily panelled with dark wood,
elaborately ‘carved, and contained,
among other interesting things, a
colorful  mantelpiece, obviously
seventeenth century ‘Flemish work-
manship, and the desk of James
Boswell, famed : biographer of Dr.
Johnson. - Lord Talbot said that
when 1 came out again he would
open it for me I believe that the
wife of the second-last holder of
the title ‘was a Boswell.' At any
rate, until recently, when they were
spirited away by a wealthy An
_The castle "is -

gate nearer the village, passed ‘the
cosy “gate lodge,’ ) 3
winding, semi-paved  ‘road some
quarter of a mile to the castle it-|
self. Part of the ro
part was' bordered by
part was shut ofy by a high stone
wall. . Through gaps in the wall 1|
could see the stone buildings which |
apparently house the  livestock,
and youhg pecple were coming out
». I reachned

with pails. of milk.
* Finally, just at dusk
the castle.” It was one of the ‘most
picturesque sights I have seen. Not
latge ‘as such buildings go, ‘qiever-
theless it loomed large against the
darkening sky. Its ‘lone,  circular
tower with .its battlements rose
formidably - at- one - corner, and
away in tront, almost as, fz the
e ld ‘see in the Tapidly gath-
enng dusk, swept a vast/green ex-
panse of lawn. = e
. The main entrance: p

“hedges, and
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roved,
nd 'g‘lcfomy. |
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‘where a
_hat, topeoa
and'a butler
and .

eligy-.
t,and over-
took my' invi-
Jshered "me into the
e oldest part of:the

tation

T little: car,
% R

and followed af Dains.

ad was open,|

. eent seas, or something of the sort

| \home of his ancestors. , What a

from the late

gleaned of the history ‘ot the fam-
ily (in a-manner, I must admit,
most cursory for a professional his-
torian) the Talbots came over with
{Henry II and, except for a short
fp‘er"io% d'ﬁ'rin‘g the Cromwellian re-
‘gime, they have held the property
lever since. . To this day 'the title
carries with it the sub-title of Ad-
'miral ' of Malahide and the adja-

“which obviously dates from the
time when the fendal barons were
required to provide ships as well
yas men for their sovereign lord.
* £ % e
' As I took my leave 1 thought of
the  irascible old Irishman doling
out land in the Talbot Settlement,

i
i

'and of his cultivated relative, Ed-}

win, wandering fhrough the track-

less! forests-of Upper Canada—each

connected with this feudal domain,|

each in a “emote wilderness, and
one of them never to return. fo the

contrast, what a difference between
the pioneer backwoods settlements
which they encountered and  the
gentility of their Malahide home!
(I theught also of the time, when
I was but a small boy, that T. M.

ed Malahide, and regaled all of us
with one of his characteristically

seen). When the 'good weather
comes (if it ever does), I shall
have the pleasure of seeing Mala-

by daylight. If conditions permit,
I shall take some photographs, one
‘of the best of which will certainly
go: to The. Times-Journal, along

Moore returned from having. visit-)

eloquent accounts of what he hadl

hide Castle in greater detail and]|

oms of the castle, and on that|
Limited basis I must say that the.
building is probably ‘a gloomy |
‘place by day, Lighted, however,
it was most impressive. The room
in which the party was held was
the upper part of ‘th rigiral
“Great Hall,” with a hi eamed
ceiling, massive fire ' angc

‘with whatever further comments
may have to make at that




