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The History of Talbotville School

S. S. To. 6, Southwold

This one room school house was built in 1874, by a iir. Barr
who lived where [ir. H. French now lives. It was built in the same
yard as the 0ld school, a frame building, but on.the south side.

It might be interesting to note that school waes held before this

in a log cabin tha} stoosd on the corner, where the Greyhound

Post House now stands. While the present school, was being built
the boys were playing one day, and a stone went through one of the
windows before it was even opened. At that time, the trustees
collected the schoold taxes themselves from the ratepayers. There
were two chimneys on the school when it was first built. A large
box stove at the back was used for heating, with long pipes to

both chimneys. At the bottom of the chimneys there were doors, and
guite a few holidays were given because ofsmoke in the school
house, when an east wind was blowing, as the boys would open these
doors., When the school was built, there mas a belfry and bell,
but the bell 4id not last long, and in later years the belfyy was
torn down. On the day that the school was first opened, Lir. Barr
came with two boxes of candy and passed them around to the children.

: At one time, there was a high board fence running east from
the school to divide the grounds, one part for the girls and one
for the boys, but this fence was torn down later and the shcool °
yard enlarged considerably.

-As we come down through the years, several changes have been
made to the bailding itself. The ceiling was lowered, as it was
shaped like that of a church when first built.' <

In_1921, there were too many pupile for one teacher, so the
Junior classes were held in the 0ld Hall that stood next %o the
creek. That summer, a partition was built down the centre of the
school, making it a two room school for one year, but as this
did not work out, it was torn down. !
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The ﬁéit change was tdél{ﬁsfallation‘of elﬂctric iiéﬁts in
January, 1931. In April, 1932, chemical toilets were installed
and these were replaced by new ones in Augcust, 1943.

In June, 194Z, new electric lights were added, being installed
over the blackboards. In August, 1943, the school house was
redécorated both inside and outside.

At the present time, the school is heated by a furnace at the
back and a gas heater at the front. ’

"he present teacher, is liss G. Goff, and there are about

hirty-five pupils attending.
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THE CEMETERY

The Talbotville cemetery consists of about half an acre,
the north-west corner of Lot 40, on the West branch of the
Talbot road, now Number 3 Highway, about a guarter of a
mile, west of the village. The land was donated by one,
Jefferson, who obtained Lot 40, from the Crown. He died
without heirs, according to record and was the first man
buried there. The stone with the earliest inseribed date,
is that of Samuel “assett who died in 1837. Among other
pioneers buried there in the 40's, b0's, and 60's, are
the names of Andrews, Fieck, Wride, Risdon, Bowlby,
Boughner, Gilbert, Down, Hannon, Smith, Abbott, Hurdle,
Hemstreet, Lemon, Knight, Drake and Wade. Two stones,
bearing inscriptions differing from the ordinary, were
erected recently; one by Robert Thom, to mark the grave
of his grandfather, S. Cuthuertson the first postmaster
of Malbotville, who was accidently killed in 1854, and
the other by James Travers, in memory of his son, P. O.
FPranklin L. Travers, missing in action off the coast of
Ireland, larch 11, 1944,

For a number of years, the only attention given the grass
cutting was by means of a "bee", when relatives and friends
of those butied there, would meet in the early evening for
the work. In 1927, Dr. E. Axford, called a meeting of the
community to consider plans for regular care.

A board of three members was named; J. W. Coulter, E. P.
Boughner, and George Powles with William Auckland %o

act as secretary-treasurer, to solicit funds for per-
petual upkeep. In the passage of years, the deed had been
lost, and as the Board could not solicit funds without
first Having a deed, they appealed to the Women's Institute,
who financed the obtaining of a guit claim deed from lirs.
E. H. Bowlby, then owner of Lot 40. They also appointed

a committee who assisted the Board in 8oliciting funds

and later planted a perennial bed of flowers and shrubs
and dnated $15.00 a year towards the upkeep. As their
donation toward the improvement, Stanley Gilbert and Dr.
Roy Gilbert of St. Thomas, erected and nalnted a gteel
fence across the front.d-*ﬁalg" Forns lerne S . e

At the death of J. W. Coulter, James H. Lindsay was
appointed a member of the Board, and after William Auckland's
death, Edward Haines was named secretarV-treasurer.
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MR. AND
MRS. ALBERT
WESLEY
AUCKLAND,
who have taken
up residence at
Talbotville fol-
lowing their re-
turn. from their
wedding trip to
Ottawa and
Northern On-
tario. Their
marriage was a
pretty event of
last month in
Grace United
Church, the
bride being the
former Edith
Williams, daugh-
ter of Mr. and
Mrs. Cyril M.
Williams, Edge-
ware Road, and
the groom the
son of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank
Auckland, Tal-
botville.
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i FIRST OFFICIAL § e
AGAINST FOREIGNLABOR ' +«
GIN residents may be waking
i up to the fact.something is
ihappening right under their noses |
{for which they may be sorry the!
irest of their lives if they do not
act right now, and vigerously pro- |
test. 'The Southwold Township
Council at its last meeting formu- |
llated a resolution to be sent 1o}
| Premier King, strongly protesting |
ithe bringing into the county and |
istationing at’ the® Fingal bombing |
Ischool pecple of foreign extraction, 1
|to: work throughout the district,
i Too many residents, it seems to me,
iare accepting this proposal without
|giving it any thought of what may |
ibe the aftermath and consequences
iin a few years’ time. What is to be
Id ne about these imported workers
iin three or four years. In the first|
place, the suggested plan could not

these foreign-borr young men tof
stay-put there once they have
[learned our language and customs?
(They will want to buy and work
farms of their own. They wiil want
to marry and settle down and raice
families. b
| Is there any single Canadian rec- |
ident in West Elgin who desires to |
have a Polish community of ‘that|
size established right in our midst.
I doubt it. Many will be glad tog
have the added help for farm work
and are not asking toc many ques-
i tions. It might be advisable to give
the matter serious thought before]
the' situation gets too far out o
| their hands. There is always =
vrice for everything in this world
Is West Elgin willing to pay thi
| price for.importing so large a con
1gent of farm help? = -




TALBOTVILLE
ia are Mr. and

arriage fook place on Sa urda' afternoon )
reception wed at the Wayside Inn. The b.r.i.de, the former
Audrey June Kilmer, the d >
Tona Station,
Wilson Young
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