of many a wild and boisterous frolic. With stables full of

tired horses and oxen, wagons and carts full of merchandise,
hungry and rough teamsters clamouring to be fed and a cellar
full of liquor, the nights were not always peaceful.

~ M™he Indians, %00, soon learned %o like the hot stuff they
could s0 easily obtain at the Stakes, and it was the usual
thing to see 1loads of them returning home with none sober
enough to drive, but all bundled in the bottom of the wagon,
and the. horses started for home, sometiiies on the run down the
middle of the street, sometimes in the ditch, where they
would leave part of +helr loads to warder to some farm house
and ask for a night's lodging in house or barn.

mhen the -religious life of the Pive Stakes wae scarcely
less boisterous. The first preachers to visit the place were
two brothers by the name of Ryerson, Episcopal Methodists
"hey held meetings in the 1lo& school house on the corner of
lot 41, wast side, N. Branch. Shortly  afterward came, a

7esleyan nethall t by the name of Jackson. ™hen the trouble

began. Bach denounced the 2ther in strong language, Jacxson
swearing that the Ryersons hadishot at hin, mnd wearing his
" hat in the meeting witha bullet holg through the crown.

iy

In June 1856 John Spackman so0ld to the trustees of the
Wesleyan liethodist and New Connection, part of lot 41, northwest
¢orner, where they erected a i rame church. Here they worshipped
in peace for a time, and were noted for their fine choir, which
rendered the most difficult anthem with orchestral accompaniment,
and had god s9lo singing . But peace was not yet. Brotherly
love had a hard time to get a foothold. OQften the two leaders
were aslked to fill the pu101+ in the ahsence of the minister,
and jealous feelinge aroce among them. One Sunday, one brother
called on andther to lead in prayer. The other responded that
he would if he thought he meant 1%, bub he 4didn't and wouldn't.
This was:: followed by a separation of the congregation and
those that withdrew built a erier church on lot 40, southeast
side, . BR. near the cemetery. Mhis was called the Bidble
Shristian church, and was well attended for 7 or 8 yéars, when
peace once more § rew her mantel over the village and under the
minigtration of Rev. E. Jackson a new church, the United /8771
lMethodist, was built which now stands on the northeast side.
mhe Bible Christian church was nlooed and torn down and *he
village . un1+ed in one congregation once more.

In the 1860 part of 1ot 42, northeast side, was given by D.
Bowlby for a school. A franme, and now a bvvo“ school house
have occupied this sitecever since.

About 1855 Sir Francis Hinciks, who has just bheen appointed
Governor of the Windward Islands, passed through the village

on a tour of the country. He was met at the Five 3takes by the
t. Mhomas Brass and Fife bands. The Hon. Jolonel Talbot was a




frequent visitor at the village, often stopping over night at
the hotels. All the rails and cars for the first Grand Trunk
Railway at London and the first engine passed through this
village on the way from Port Stanley, the eggine being drawn
by sixteen yoke of oxen. Also heavy loads of llexican silver
dollars passed along to pay the military then stationed in
London, and after pay day silver was plentiful in Five Stakes.
During the rebellion 200 soldiers were guartered over night.

After the building of the London and Port Stanley R.R.
Five Stakes became a gquieter place. A temperance lodge was
formed. The Sons of Temperance soon closed the hotels and
a more moral atomsphere prevaded the place. Rev. R. Henderson,

paster of the church, was the first worthy Patriarch oi) o tA
of Henderson Division Sons of Memperance . The hall built N

by the Sons still stands and the young people that composed

ite members have become respectable citizens, industrious and
inteXligenti. Among them are Rev. T. Voaden, Rev. J. Ayearst,
J.F. and A. Voaden, Collegiate Institute #mdchers and principals:
Dr. Hicks, Watford; P. Travers, lawyers, Toronto; H. Ayearst,
merehant, Winnipeg; J. Orr, China Hsll, S%. Thomas; E. J. Payne;
B. 0. B. Wade, Galifornia; ¥W. Merrill, South Manitoba; HMrs.
Grant, J. and W. Arnold, Dakota; F. ‘Arnold, Granton; Mr. J. S.
Pinlay, St. Thonas; KMrs. Orchard, Los iAngeles, @Bal.; Mr. G.
Snackman, Glencoe; Dr. EKennedy, 8%. Thomas; lirs. Elliodt;
myrconnell; Mrs. Putcher, Talbotville; D. Boughner; L. Bowlby,
HE. Branton, HMisses lilleys, B&. Thomas; J. Roberts, traveler,
moronto; W. Roberts, Winnipeg; Edward Meehern, lanitoba; lrs.

J. Bainard, townline; Mrs. Finn, Galt; J. Boughner, St. Thomas,
Mrs. Connelly, Hespeler; krs. lorley, Chicago; Lkirs. J. Orr,
Southwold; Mrs. H. Ayears?}, Mount Royal, Manitoba; lMiss
Boughner, St. Thomas; Geerge Boughner, St. Louls; Ed. and J.
Boughner, St. Thomas; lrs. Parsons, Wyardotte, lich.; Mr. J.
mucker, St. Thomas; Mrs. M. Axford, W. and J. Tucker, Wyandotte,

Mich.; and among dthers living in and around Malbotville at
present are William, John and Warren Smith; Daniel and Zeb.
Roughner; R. Mravers; M. Hunt; J..Barnes; W. Knight; E. and E
Gilbert: R. Hicks; D. Bowlby; J. Coulter; A. Tiller; F. Hunt;
Je Orr, W. Voaden; W. Bennett; S.Mith; 8. Payne; W. Ackford;

F. Merrill; E. Barnes;

Among the oldest inhabitants now living are Mrs. D.

‘hner, Mrs. Wilcox, St. Phomas; lrs. Jane Marr, Uniomny

P. and lI. Matherson; Winnipeg; Mrs. and Mrs. Sam Day, St.,

Thomas; Mr. and Mrs. J. Stacey, St. Thomas; lir. and MNrs. C.

Gilberts, Malbotville; Ilrs

F. Payne, Paynes lMills; HNr
£

ug
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« Jdo Mucker, Southwoid; Mr. and Nrs.
S8e de Smith, Talbotville; lr. and MNrs.
J+ Hicks, Malbotville; litss Spackman, Mr. J. Spackman, Mrs.
Sam. Knight, Mr. and Mrs. W. Smith; Mr. W. Voaden; HMrs. W.
Axford; Mr. and Mrs. Travers;

Among the men and women who may be said to have exercised
the best of influencé in the villace are Mr. and Mrs. J. Btacey,
brother of Thoias Stacey, St. Thomas, born in Devon, ZEngland,
came 19 this country in 1856, married a Miss Wéir of London

township, learned the wagon building with his father, kept the
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malbotville Post office and general store in 1858, and retired
in 1877. He was a man of refinement, a great lover of uusic
and flowers, played the flute in the church orchestra, and kept
a garden that was the envy of the village. MNrs. Stacey was &
striet but pleasant disciplinarian and chaperone.for the young
ladies of the village. Hr. W. Roberts came from Cornwall, Eng.,
in 1857 married a liss Dingle, a sister of Mrs. Miller, wife of
the Deputy Minister of Bducation. He was a good carpenter and a
class leader in the lethodist church. He had one leg amputated
at the age of 60, but lived many years after, and was much
loved by all who knew him. Mrs. Roverts was a 'devout woman and
a great worier for the church.

Mr. J. Tucker, of Devon, England, married a Iiiss Stacey,

a gister of J. Stdcey, a carpenter by trade, a devout man, a
class leader and with Hr. Robdrtes Sunday School superintendent
for many years. lir. Tucker also had lost one leg, but was so
. energetic and agile he could do almost anything any other man

could dn the way of work. It was rather a strange sight to see
the two men leading class in the church at the some time,

each with his erutch. HMrs. Tucker is well known for her kindness
to the sick, and her busy life in the cpurch.

Mr. F. Payne took an active part in the temperance agitation.
He gave and hewed the timber for the hall, and was Worthy
Patriarch for many years. Hrs. Payne was an active member of
the church, and a Sunday school teacher.

Among the 0dd characters of those early days was Thomas
Perkins, a miller and religionist. He, when dressed for church
or or a vieit, wore a long, fawn frock coat, with brass buttons,
a high fawn hat, stock and high, stiff collar, kid gloves and
a cane. He would arrive at church before the minister and get-
ting up in the front seat would wave his m®ms and shout his
disapproval of the way of the young, telling them, "It's the
Devil makes thee laugh so, and thee'll sure to come %0 a bad
end for they pride." He was very fervent in his "Amens," calling
out every few minutes while the minister was preaching. He
carried the mail for some years hetween St. "homas and Talbotville.

Andther religious enthusiast was a lirs. Ple, a 1little
English womsn, who wore a plain dress =nd a poke bonuet, and
shouted "Amen, Praise the Lord" in the shrillest voice at all
time and on all occasions when at religious meeting. She lived
about half a mile west on Back Street.

Another well remembered man was Daved Wedge, a little wee
man, who wore a long grey coat and fur cap with all the fur long
before wore off. He carried a leather bhag with rosin and solder
and a soldering iron and went from house to house mending broken
utensils. He was gquite a gossip and was often welcomed on that
account. When asked if he would "git up and have a bite," he
would always respond; "I never: say no, Ior my grandfather once
refused a good meal through being too poadite, and had to go with-
out anything to eat for three days afterwards.”" He had a son

whom he called "Aaron because! he said when he called him son,

e
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EARLY DA&S OF TALBOTVILLE
ARE RECALLED BY RESIDENTS
Mr. and Mrs. John Orr Recall Life in Village of Talbotville
Royal Years Ago '

IONDON, Ont. -- Talbotville Royal, located on the 0ld London
and Port Stanley highway, was one of the important post offices
of Blgin County in the earlier days of the settlement. It had
received its appellation from Colonel Thomas Talbot.

HMail was brought into Talbotville Royal by horse and rig
from St. Thomas. It went out to two other post oifices in the
distriect, Frome (on highway Ho. 3) and Calder, in Delaware
mownship. Every letter bore the stamp "Talbotville Royall. Prior
to the establishment of this famouse post office, the corner was
known as "Pive Stakes".

Mr. and kMrs. John Orr, of Malbotville, who are spending the
winter with their daughter, krs. D. S. Breen, Dufferin Avenue,
recently recalled many interesting incidents connected with the
early life of Malbotville Royal and vicinity. A grandson of
Gol. William Orr, who organized a brlgade dur ing the Rebellion
of 1837 and who was a close friend of Col. Thomas Malbot, Ir.
Orr has heard many tales of the days when Talbot, mounted on hlS
fine steed, rode up to the door of the Orr homestead.

mhe estate of Col. Orr was located on the line between
Westminister and Southwold. Ilirs. Orr, however, was born in the
Village of Malbotville Royal over 80 years ago, her father, John
SPacey, being one of the early postmasters and merchants. Iir.
8tacey has also conducted a blacksmith and woodworking shop .
at the corners. It was in the year 1841, when a lad:of 17, that
he came, with his father, from England +o St. Thomas, father and
son opening a blacksmith and wagon shop on William Street, St.
Thomase.

Telling of Talbotville Royal, the village she knew so well,
Mrs. Orr recalled the little white frame New Connection llethodist
Church, where she was organis®* for many years. Among her choir
members were William Arnold, William Boughner, liiss Arnold, lirs.
Coulter, lrs. Bowlby. The 91d school at Malbotville Royal was
also an important educational institution of the district.
About 100 scholars were enrolled. Dr. Archibald Sinclair, who
later practiced in Paris, Ont., was one of the school masters.
Dougald Graham was another. Gillean licLean, however, was the
instrucetor who introduced new methods in teauhlng geography.

Among pupils who became widely known in the educational,
religious and business field, were the Voadens. The late
mTheodore Hunt, who acted as city solicitor of Winnipeg for many
years, was also a farmer pupil of Malbotville Royal school.

o
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"Activities of women in the early village centred about the
church. In the homes they engaged in spinning, guilting and
hooking mats. The Reilly family, who lived a little distance
from the village, carried on an extensive weaving business,
turning out carpets and flannel goods for dresses, shirting and

blankets. of :

‘"The majority of villagers kept a cow and chickens and thus
were enabled to have a supply of fresh cream, milk, butter and
egg8. In the summer time, women and girls took their pails
and went away early in the morning to a distant wild berry patch,®

Mrs. Orr states.

Village children had their winter sports, sleigh riding,
- skating and tobogganing. Sleighs were homemade in that day.

" Weitten by Mr.-vas.Jokn. C.Orr.
: ‘ /F%bﬂmeex'

setlevs .
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Days of Long Ago at Talbotville

The following paper was prepared and read by lrs. J. W.
Coulter at the July meeting of the Talbotville-Paynes Mills
Women's Institute held at the home of lrs. John R. Auckland,
on July 1%, 1928. uMrs. Coulter was formerly liiss Ellen Bowlby,
daughter o0f the late Alexander Bowlby and had lived in this
community all her life up to this time. After the death of
her husband in 1935, she moved to St. Thomas where she resided
unt11 her death on Novemoer 26, 1940 in her _90th year.

A

"Youth lives in anticipation of the future. Age is
reminiscent of the past. The happiness of twilight hours 1lies
in living over again the story of the busy days, and when one
has had seventy-seven years in a young and growing country, this
memory becomes a gallery of magnificent dimensions in which hang
countless pictures of the good 0l1ld days.

In 1817, my g?¢ndfa¥%er;3§ };ghdmo+her moved on the o0ld
home, now occupied by Hr. James Travers, Talbotville (now in
1946 by Mr. John Longhurst).” They took up the government grant
of 200 acres, then just a dense forest. They had six sons. UMy
father was two years 0ld when they moved up from Simcoe, and -
the baby a few months 0ld, was carried on a pillow. They had to
g0 to mill to Simcoe, a distance of about sixty miles with just
a trail blazed through the woods, so took several days to make
the journey.

There were two more families who moved here about the same
time,~- the Smiths, and the Boughners. These families grew up
together and then married. I think about seven Bowlbys marrled
seven Boughners and all settled right around here.

Iy grandfather died at an early age and left my grandmother
with eleven children to raise, no easy matter in those days. The
family grewmup, married and scattered. Three of my uncles went
out and settled in the bush, one in Adelaide and two in Brook
township. There was a spare time between sugar-making and seed-
ing in the spring, when we would go out to visit them. MTalk
about mud, it would roll off the wheels then. The first vehicle
we had was a one-seated wagon, and my sister and I sat on chairs
in the back. Then we bought a three-seated democrat, but no
backs on the seats. When anyone died, this ¥ehicle generally
carried the corpse or the bearers; no hearses, no flowers in
those days. Iy cousin still owns the democrat. My father was
a good singer. We first had a Jew's harp, then an accordeon,
then a dulcimer, and finally a melodeon.

I remember well my first school teacher, lMr. Neil Mumroe,
a big fine-looking man. I still have a ticket, a reward of
merit for being good. We had good teachers, but had no copy-
books until we were about twelve years of age, and no examin-
atians. We went to school as big as we liked. I know of girls
who attended untid they were twenty-five years of age, and big
boys went to school in winter and worked at home in the sunmer.




