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SHEDDEN W.l M£MBERS 

1. Maxine Silcox 1935 

2. Jean Palmer 19SS 

3. Beth Vicary 1967 

4. Dora McArthur 1976 

s. Pauline Silcox 1988 

6. Cheryl Garvin 1985 

7. Connie Silcox 1986 

8. Brenda Silcox 1979 

9. Ruth Hunter 1981 

10. Pat Palmer 1981 

11. Sharon Welch 1993 

12. Dorothy McLaughlin 1981 

13. Dene Orchard 1980 

14. Kay Chamberlain 1982 

15. Denise Maton 2000 

16. Carol Gordon 1979 

17. Joanne Does 2003 

18. Doris Molnar 2004 

19 . Bev McCarty 2004 



SHEDDEN W.I. MEMBERS -2010 

1. Jean Palmer 1955 

2. Beth Vicary 1967 

3. Dora McArthur 1976 

4. Brenda Silcox 1979 

5. Carol Gordon 1979 

6. Ruth Hunter 1981 

7. Pat Palmer 1981 

8. Kay Chamberlain 1982 

9. Cheryl Garvin 1985 

10. Connie Silcox 1986 

11 . Pauline Silcox. 1988 

12. Sharon Weich-Leeming 1993 

13. Doris Molnar 2004 

14. Connie Molnar 2008 

15. Ethel Minor-Clare 2008 



THE STORY OF LEE FUNG LAN 

Lee Fung Lan was the fi rst foster c hild adopted by Shedden 
Women ' s Institute . This is her story . 
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Shedden Women ' s Institute Meeting at Elgin County 
Pioneer Museum 

January 1978 

(Back Row) Mrs . Pettzold (Curator) i•..rs . vlillson , 1-~rs . Vera Ballam 
(~iddleRow}~~s . Ina RosP, ~~s . Dora Me Anthur, , r~s . Ivy Stafford 
( Front Row) t·1rs . t.~rgar€t Turner, J.:rs . Jean Palmer . 

(Frtont Row) I-lrs . Margaret Turner, Mrs . Madeline Parks 



W\r!> · le~lie Wood 
Mrs. L 1n n 5 t-o.fio..-J 
M Q ... I It n Pen" ; n rs 
Mrs, v.J . Neq/ 



A polio scare i n the summer of 1979 prompted 

the El gi n St . Thomas Heal t h Unit to set up a polio 

booster s hot clinic in Shedden . 

Interest 
in clinics 
slackens 

"Dwindling interes t ' ' will put 
a stop to any more polio \·ac
cination clinics in the countv 
after today. the county 's 
medical officer of health said 
this morning. 

Dr. Mary Webster added. 
however, that starting Friday 
a person will be available at 
the Elgin-St. Thomas Health 
Unit from 9 a .m. w 4 p.m. to 
administer booster shots " for 
as long as interest in the vac
cination program is ex
pressed.·· 

"The mass concern is fad
ing;• Dr. Webster said. 

The heaiU1 unit had mor~ 
than 1,400 doses of vaccine at a 
polio clinic in Shedden Wednes
day, but only about :i50 people 
showed up to get booster shots. 
CUNIC TODAY 

Another vaccination clinic i:, 
being held today at the hea lth 
unit from 1:30 to 3: 30 p.m . 

In addition to the vaccina
tions clinics held in the count,·. 
Dr. Webster said s he has been 
travelling around to farms in 
Elgin where irrunigrant labor 
is employed and adnnni:>tcrmg 
booster shots. 

·•we are also supplying l()(:a l 
physicians with v<u:tine." :she 
S<Jid. 

At the clinic 111 Shedden \\\ .'(1-
ncs<lav . no one sce111ed !Oo 
'' orried about contn-t<:t llll! 
polio. Hather. 1nust \Wwed it 
;~s u convenient w;.~y •1f laking 
pr~autionary Jllc<•su•·c!>. 

Shedden Tweedsmuir History 

' 

. mtt-Sw:>no.;on. nf nntt<m. , .. 1!•1 
hadn' t had a booster shvt sine.· 
high school, said the recent 
polio scare "really wasn't that 
much on m y mind" wlwn he 
decided to attend the dinil'. 

·' It 's very conn~nient ha,·in;.. 
it here, .. he :;aid. adding . .. , 
should ha\'e has a !).Juster c\·t•u 
without the poliu scan'.·· 
CLINIC HANOY 

Milton Cole. of HH l , !:).outh
wold, also said he caml~ to th~: 
clinic because it wHs "just 
handy". His last booster :;h11t 
was in 1969. 

Grant William:- uf lit< i. Si. 
Thomas. said h(· didn't krum 
whether the polio scare i!-. real
ly that serious . but a~ tar <t:
getting people out to vaccinrr
tion clinics is concerned. ··it 
works". 

Mr. Williams ::x;id he came tn 
the clinic " because I han : 
friends in Oxford County <md 
go down there quite <t btl. .. 

The first and only n:portcd 
cases of polio so far in thrs an : a 
have a ll been from Oxford. 

Don Dawdy of RR :!, Shed
den, couldn' t remember the 
last tirne he had a boos ter shot. 
but decided to be "cautiOus" 
and attend the clinic. 

Leigh Vicary. 14, of HR :l. 
Shedden, said he reC~IIy wasn't 
too concerned about thi: polit• 
scare, but he had a pretty -;ohd 
reason for a ttending tlw clinit. 

··My mom twrdc llll' c•mll: 
down, .. he s;.rid. 

St . Thomas Times Journa l 
B. Vi cary 1979 



Shedden Institute 
Going to A ylmer. 

St. Thomaa Luncheon Will Precede 
Visit to Pottery Studio 

SHEDDEN. July 29.-The Wo
men's Institute met Wednesday 
afternoon a t Mrs. E. T. Baker's 
home, Mrs. E. S. Down presiding. 
There was a large attendance 
Roll call brought forth report& o1 
many kindly acts performed by 
neighbors. 

It was decided to serve ·a hot 
dinner in the United Church 
school room on Fair Day, Sept. 
20, Mrs. A. Mcintyre, Mrs. E. S. 
Down and Miss Grace McCormick 
to be tb~ commit:ee of manage
ment. Mi.ss E Morrison announced 
all ht>spitalization dues can be 
paid at her home before August 10 . . 

• Mrs. Baker gave an interesting 
travelogue of her trip to Van
conver, B.C., and Tacoma. Wash. 
A snapshot contest of each mem
ber and mother added tun . to the 
program. 

Mrs. Clt!ment and Mrs. F. Miller 
assisted the hostess in serving tea. 

Out-of-town IUests were Mrs. G. 
Shackleton, .Mea. H. McArtby and 
daughter of St. .Thomas. 

The Ail&uat In$itute meeting 
will be held at thj! P inecraft Cer
amics, Aylmer, .On Aug. 23, at 
2.30 p.m. . Members and friends 
who would like to attend the 
luncheon, being held. -previously in 
St. Thomas at one o'clock, are 
asked to noti1y Mrs. Duncan 
Brown or Mrs. Neil Campbell, 
not later than Aug. 19. Those 
unable to attend lhe luncheon. but 
who plan to go to Aylmer, should 
call A-1-s. Campbell before that 
date. 

Shedden Women ' s I nsti tute 
B. Vi cary 

' ' 

St . Thomas Times Journa l 
July 1950 



WI district annual meeting 
_ The 70th annual meeting of Shedden. Pictured from the left Garnet Cowell .I. flrst vice- Mts. Oonalt1 Vlcary, Tweeds

the Elgin West District Wo- are Mrs. Earl Morden, aecond president; Mrs. uordon Teare mUir history curator. - T..J 
men's ' Institute was at . vice-president; Mrs. Russell public relations officer, 8,;1 Photo). 
Bethany-United Chutch in Campbell, president; Mrs. 

The Shedden Branch of the Women ' s Institute was hostess 

for the 70th District Annual meeting of Elgin \fest District 

\'/omen ' s Institute on May 17, 197S in Bethany United Church, 

Shedden. 

~~s . Donald (Beth) Vicary , shovm in the picture is a 

member of Shedden Br anch WI and became Di~tri ct Tweedsmuir 

History Convenor in 1978 for a six year term. 

Absent when the picture was taken was Mrs. Ral~h (Jean) 

Palmer , District Second Vice- President and also a member of 

Shedden Branch WI . Jea_'l , ;ill be District President for the 

years 19S3 and 19S4 . 

Shedden Tweedsmuir Histo--



ELIZABETH McDIAID~ID GUEST 

Charter Member and First President 

Shedden \lomen ' s Institute 

Elizabeth I\1cDiarmid was born on Lot 12 NEBTR near 1.'/atson's 

Corners , the oldest daughter in the family of ten children of 

Andrew and Ann Smith McDiarmid . In 1852 she moved with her 

parents to a log house on the SE~ lot 17 SNBTR east of Shedden . 

Soon they purchased the S\'li of lot 17 also and moved to the log 

house there . 

Elizabeth cared for each new baby as it arrived and 

never received more than a grade 8 education. She was quite an 

artist and several of her oil paintings are owned by members of 

her family. 

On January 8 , 1878 she married \lilliam Guest and moved to 

Lucan where they operated a drygoods store . In 1880 they were 

Shedden Women ' s Institute B. Vicary 



~lizabeth Guest 2 

too busy with the store to attend the wedding of her brother 

Al ex McDiarmid at Shedden. In Lucan several nieces and 

nephe\vS boarded with them fron time to time while they attended 

high school . One of these , Dr . Edna Guest , became chi ef of 

surgery at \I omen ' s College Hospital , Toronto . 

Another ni ece, Emily Guest , was a gr aduate of the Univer sity 

of Tor onto and a school teacher. She organized Women ' s Institute 

branches in Par khi ll , Belleville and Birr. After working with 

the British Red Cross during world war one , she organized 

Women ' s Institute branches all over Scotland . Upon r eturning 

to Canada she devoted the rest of her life to Women ' s Institute 

work and i s a member of the Agricultural Hall of Fame i n Mil ton . 

In Lucan Elizabeth Guest was president of the Presbyter ian 

Ladi es Aid . l-1r . and Mrs . Guest moved next to St. Johns (later 

Ar va) where they had a general store and then to London where they 

had a store at the west end of Blackfr iars Street bri dge . 

In 1901 when Mrs . Guest ' s favourite sister married Nelson 

Bawtenheimer and moved to Ayr, the Guests opened a store in Ayr . 

When the Bawtenheimer s bought a farm on the north half of lot 18 

and the Ni lot 17 SNBTR north- east of Shedden, the Guests moved 

to Shedden too , living in the house at 204 John Street north of 

the r ailroad tracks where Mrs . Bessie Barrett now lives . Mr . 

Guest operated a clothing store i n part of the building nm<~ 

occupied by Palmer' s store , 138 ralbot Street . 

Vfuen the Women ' s Institute was organized i n Shedden at the 

urging of her ni ece , Emil y Guest, Elizabeth Guest became t he 

first president and her sisters , Mrs . Nelson Bawtenheimer and 

¥~so Milson Stafford were member s . 

?t.rs. Guest was a very intelligent woman and a capable 

speakero She wa s a life member and charter member of Shedden 

Women ' s Institute and a life member of the \'n~ of Shedden 



Elizabeth Guest 3 

United Church . 

Mrs . Guest died June 29, 1933 , and is buried i n Shedden 

Cemetery . 
MRS. ELIZABETH GUEST 

Shedden. July 3.-The fu neral or 
Jlt rs. Elizabeth Guest took pla~e from 
:lllunN's chapel, Shedden. on Thurs
d ay afternoon and was largely attend
t>d . Sen·ices were conducted by Rev. 
\\', T. Eddy. A solo, "Does Jesus 
Care," was sung bY Miss Catherine 
:Raynham. Lawrence Stafford accom
paning on the piano. The floral 
t okens were very beautiful Including 
I! wruth !rom husband, spray from 
sisters. spray !rom nieces, spray from 
Shedden Women's Institute: bowl or 
r osea, Shedden Ladies' Aid, and other 
lleautlfnl designs from friends. Those 
~ttending from a distance were: l\Irs. 
};. M, Grose (niece). and two son~. 
T oronto: Dr. Edna llf. Guest (niece),• 
T oronto; Ernest Guest (nephew), 
l~ondon, Ont.; Mrs. J ohn Kresa 
c niece). Granton ; Mrs. Jessie Hender
s on. London; Mr. Jam~s Brown, 
Chatham: Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Brown. 
Tuppen·ille; Mrs. Henderson and Miss 
:McLacblio. London; Mr. and :\irs. C. 
J. . :llorrison. Copenhagen: Mr. and 
:Mrs. Elvin Stafford and daughters 
snd Mrs. Watterworth. St. Thomas : 
~1r. and Mrs. H. Vie&ry, Tempo: Mr. 
a nd Mrs. Arthur \'lea ry. Sl>uth DPI· 
aware. Interment was m:~de In the 
Shedden cemetery. the pall-bearea·,. 
be ing Arthur Vicary, Herbert Vi~
arv. El\'ln Staffort!, Morley sc .. rrord . 
.Albert .Baw\.enheimer, Stanley E.tal- 1 J:or<1. 

Shedden \/omen ' s Institute Compiled by 
Beth Vicary 
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INDEPENDENCE AND PLENTY 

In January 1979 an application was made by the Shedden 

\A/omen 's Institute to the federal gover nment for a Young Canada 

Works Grant . The Institute wished to hire thr ee students to 

prepare an early history of Shedden and t he surrounding area 

and Mrs . Margar et Turner , Mrs . f>1adeline Parks and Mrs . Beth 

Vi cary were a ppointed as a comni ttee to oversee this pro .iect . 

Our Br anch received a grant of $6540. 00 and hired Michael 

Clark of St . Thomas and Jo- Anne Chamberlain and Alison Vicary 

of the Shedden area to do the r esearch and write the book . 

Alison ' s gr andmother, Alice Vicary , had moved to Elgin 

~~nor and she gave permi ssion for her empty house to be used 

as headquarters for the project . (St lot 17 SNBTR) 

The students conducted over fifty per sonal interviews 

with local citizens and did r esearch at the Southwold Town

ship office , the St . Thomas Library , the El gin County Librar y , 

the D. B. Weldon Library , U. W. Oo , The Provincial Archives 

and the Canadian Archiv3s . ~fter completing the research , the 

students began the t ask of writing t he history and choosing 

)~ctures f or the book . This proved to be a huge undertaking 

and they were unable to fi nish it before returning to school . 

Volunteer typists completed the work and the book was printed 

by Ted Ram Printing , London . , 

The book has 140 pages and fifty pictures. We now had 

piles of two hundred each page which we had to assemble . We 

caerced friends and rela tives into helping and we s pent many 

hours walking i n a continuous circle a r ound a long table at the 

St . Thomas Public Library putting the pages of the books to

gether i n order . We learned from that experi ence and when we 

ordered t\.,..o hundred more books we had the printer assembl e them! 

Shedden Women ' s Institute B. Vicary 



Independence and Plenty 2 

The book named "Independence and Plenty" was completed in time 

for Christmas 1979 and we all i n our Institute Br anch have reason 

to be very proud of this pro ject . Shedden Women ' s Institute holds 

the copyright to all the mater ial in the book. 

Our three students all completed their university degrees and 

~lichael Clark used his work on this book as part of his credit for 

his MA in History . 

Mlcbael 1boaW Clart 
graduated recently sum· 
ma cum laude from the 
University of •Mas· 
sachusetts t~ Boston 

With an MA ln h~tory . 
The son of 'nlomas P. 
Clark. RR s. St. Thomas, 
and Mrs. Sandr a L . 
Saunders, 4 Airey 
Avenue, he is a graduate 
of Parkside Collegiate In
stitute <19751 and bolds a 
BA in Honors English and 
History from the Univer
sity of Western Ontario. 
Michael is co-author with 
Alison Vicary, Shedden, 
of Independence and 
Plenty : An Illustrated 
History of Shedden. 
Fingal and the Surroun
ding Area <St. Thomas. 
19791 and will begin 
studies this fall toward a 
Ph.D. in history at 
Brandeis Univer sity. 
Waltham. Massachusetts. 
He has been awarded the 
Irving and Rose Crown 
Doctoral Fellowship in 
history and American 
civilization at that univer
sity. 

Shedden Women ' s Institute 

JG-Anoe Cbamberlaln is a 
recent graduate or the 
University of Western On
tario with a BA in ad
ministrative office 
management studies. The 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clayton Chamberlain, of 
RR 1, Southwold, she is a 
graduate of Parkside Col
legiate Institute and 
South wold-Lynhurst 
Public School. JG-Anne 
has accepted a position at 
IBM of Canada Ltd. in 
London. 

AUSON JEAN VICARY 
Alison Jean Vicary, daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Mc
Diannid Vicary, R.R.3, Shed
den, received a Bachelor of 
Music degree with honours in 
music education at the spring 
convocation of the University of 
Western Ontario. Alison is a 
graduate of Parkside Col
l egiate, St.Thomas, and she 
will attend the Faculty of Edu
cation, University of Toronto, 
in the falL 

B. Vi cary 



The Bj_·c.:..nches of tLc ·omen ' c Institute are Vf>r~· i.J.volved .:.n 
eur ml lin nd p1·~'"'t rvi -~ loc ... l I :~ ... or.ic:. nd old icturE s in 
.... hc.ir _ eeds .. uir! istorics . Our O\n brm t. ..... t Sh,:;nlen has a 
.i ~,or· \{\.c:h ... s c. n i!1 the lSJ .. O' s tu-v it is incc ':')let~ 

c ~ciall· :5. • t. e ~arlv t istol' o. Shed en . Since there i~ no 
i·.:t:i.tu't.s. br ... nc;., -t :~:~ er Fin~ ... ..~. ur !"rome , no Tirecd:::. ui1 · istor:' 
ha. been U.o.tc for t.,Lonc ..... re .... s . ltho~h we uould .J.il-c to h .. we 
:... hi ... tory co .piled of t.l.05e .... rc ..; , ·s ' .ve only 22 r e- crs , so: n 

of t. ~. .u.i ~~ elder l:' , .u,ci . e do not. hi.tve the volunteer 1 bo· r , 
fi.r u!lC ·.a:. r ~ourcc: vr .xpm ti e to u.n :·t k~ 3uch a proj ct 
on our mm . 

,. -· ·rrin...: to our map :•ou \dll see that tJ..JC area \ c ro
osc t cov r is v_,r: intcr~stine . ist,oric:..ll'' . I ini;'-.1 is tLe 

oldest v. :lu._.c .:.n Sot.tln'!old !'l unshi p Wid \ .s once lar ger than 
St . l'hoLaS . It ! d ... ever-1 .:. "tries includinc t. '-'c r.crcor ) 
la.·~;ou ound~· , .etc, lf l'urni ture Co I n. J ta .ner , <..1\.llill , 

~ ric' var:l c..nd scvcrc.;.l stol~cs . 1'herc 1 e cv~ral bu ·. uln of 
~ rc itC'Ctl'ral nc' into"".:.cal intcrc'"'t ·.ncl.' dinG the 1 O! csof 

')d , JCor e • C .se: , I.. P. .l:" tl 11~ cl:u ods . 

7hen tLc Groat r ~.~ern tailroad s built in al s-co ped 
ro~;in0 ..rd :Jhcdden s oon had a c heese f ctor~ , 
r :.:.~1 el """ )T' r d ~ ... r:r nei· houses ucc .... use i 

ro d . 

, s~.r t .. ~ .... ctory , 
t~ tl" 1 e rail-

vent tl.crc .... ,rc several l'e . .)ident. il thi ....... reu ~ o 
· nd o~rcr ,,.} re CT bcr a wr~ t deal .. tho t the old 
..... r the · aro no.., interviC\ etl soon ..... 1 t.l L-> i __ . r: · t · n 

.. ai1v old buildin s have been tor o ~ and tl -. 
ones ~1 ould be liGtcd and OtO ra ! r. .:'oj_~ !.'u u· e 

renee . 

rc rin this history \to ld .._..ivc SUI.::tcr e lo 'tent to 
three ..... oc.l studc::t- and uould contribute to tie c :..tur ..... l 
'\Jell- be in""' of our co u..ni ty 

Fifteen projects, involving a for Z7 work Wt!eks. The project 
lotal expenditure of $198,875. involves the operation of a sum
have been approved for Elgin mer camp for children with 
County under the Young Canada learning disabilities. 
Works Program. FITNESS TRAIL 

The projects are as follows : -8pringwater Park Fltnees 
- Outreach 79 t$11 ,448> will Trail ($3,633) will employ three 

('tnploy four persom for 18 persons for Z7 work weeks. The 
weeks. a total of 72 work weeks. project will build a fitness trail 
11 is sponsored by the St. in the park with the support of 
Thomas-Elgin Association for the communftv and the Ontario 
the Mentallv Retarded and ministry of natural resources. 

will provide group activities and - Elgin Youth Theatre <~' . 
individual training p~ams for 860) will employ six people for sO 
mentally retarded children and work weeks and will consist of 
adults in selected areas of Elgin two touring productions and a 
County. . . . third historical or classical plaY' 

- Assoc1atron for Children at Ole Dutton Memorial Hall. 
with Lear':'ing . Disal;lillties -Port Stanley Summer Fes
! AC~l Resrdentlal Camp ($4,· tival <$23,790) will employ 13 
0501 w1ll emolov three persons persons for 155 work weeks and 

will produce two plays for a gen
eral audience, two cl;lildren's 
plays, an art display and a local 
talent show at the Port Stanley 
Town Hall Theatre. In addition, 
at least one production will be 
perfonned in London as an ex· 
change with the London Sanctu
ary Theatre. 

-Rodney Day Camp ($4,204) 
will employ three persons for 'n 
work weeks and will be for 
children aged three to 13. 

- History of Fingal, Shedden, 
and area <$6,540) will employ 
three persons for 40 work weeks. 
The object of the project is to 
collect material, write, edit and 
print a history of the &nl&. 

-<::restive Playground and 
Track and Field Complex ($6,-
712) will employ five persons for 
40 weeks. Spopsored by the 
Catholic Parent and Teach<.>:s 
Association, Olis project will 
construct and install equipment 
for two creative playgrounds lo
cated at Assumption and Holy 
Rosary Schools in Aylmer. 
YOUTII RF.CREATIO~ 

-Qptimist Youth Summer 
Recreation Program ($10,296> 
will employ six persons for 60 
\\'Ork weeks and will provide a 
daily recreation program for 
children aged five to 12. It willbe 
located in the YMCA and will 
ser\te children referred by Fam
ily and Children's Services aa 
well as those registered through 
szeneral advertisement. 

The Shedden Women 's Institute application for a Federal g r ant and 
The St . Thomas Times Journal announcement of our success . 

Shedden Women ' s Insti tute B. Vicary 
January 1979 
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