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Oii was discovered in the 1950's in sicdborough. The wells
here were shaiiow arcund the ACGC ft. depth. The first ones were
discovered on the farms of Jack Graham and the "Giiiies"™ on the
5th coneessicn. In the iate 1953 Eimer Roth leased ana driiled
the Downie furms on the Gore and 7th concession. wsater there
were 51 wWells on the <8C acres. The producer received § and the
owner 1/8 minus his share of the trucking. about 1964 the wellis
had dwindled to < or 3 barrels per day wnd "ficoding" or <Zna dis-
covery (as it is calied, was brought in. as this is written in
1972 the welils are bringing the farmers approximecteiy $12.G0 to
$15.00 per month eacnh and perhups i/3 are now injecticn weliis.

It tekes men to wetch the pressure geuges, iay mchinery or pipes.,
evapoTrate the water from thne oii, and trucg it to refineries.

It is harvested in from of crude «nd refined into mwuy useabie
procucts.

It hus peen « becost for the economy in ~liaborough anc added
to the bank accounts of « score of firmers, peryed thousenas of
doliars in taxes and Wages and mere iwid 1s oeing iteased aniUaiiy.
It covers an area about 35 miles iong wnd iz miles wide and
around <200 wells are novw in proauction here with Rayrock, sicon,

and City Service the main producers now.



THIS AGREEMENT made (in duplicate) the Nineteenth day of December in
the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and thirty-one ;4 3/

BETWEEN:
THE COMMUNITY HALL BOARD,of the Village of Rodney,in the
County of Elgin,hereinafter called the parties
OF THE FIRST PART
AND 25y

g
==

THE WOMENS INSTITUTE,of the said Village of Rodney, hereinafter
called the parties,

e e OF THE SECOND PART.,

e

= .

WHEREAS the Muniecipality of the Villagm of Rodney has built a Hall to
be known as the Rodney Community Hall and has placed the control and
| management thereof in the hands of a Community Hall Board as required
by the Act governing Community Halls,and :
WHEREAS the Womens Institute of the Village of Rodney agreed to contrbut/
the sum of Five-Hundred dollars towards the costs of building said Hall
provided the rooms above the fire-hall in connection with said
Community Hall were placed at their disposal as a meeting place for the
said VWomen’s Institute,and

WHEREAS THE SAID Women'’s Institute are prepared to pay over the said

sum of Five-Hundred dollars upon completion and execufion of these
presents,

NOW THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH that in consideration of the sum of Five=-
Hundred dollars of lawful money of Canada now paid by the Parties of
the Second Part to the Parties of the First Part ( the receipt whereof

a

gw is hereby acknowledged) it is mutually agreed by and between the parties
j‘ hereto as follows,that is to say:
|
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(1). From and after the date hereof the Women’s Institute of the Village
of Rodney,its successors and assigns,shall,for and during a term of
!  Twenty-One years from the date hereof be allowed the free and uninterr-
; 1upted use of the Rooms above fire-hall in the Village of Rodney,uheneveT
i !required by the said Vomen’s Institute,to-gether right and ingress to
| | said rooms at all times.

l(2). THE PARTIESof the Second Part shall further be allowed the axclusiﬂe
use during said term,of the northerly twos-thirds part of built-in Cupe
 boards in said rooms.

| { 8), THE PARTIES of the Second Part shall be allowed the use ofthe
‘main auditorium in said Community Hall for any evening meetings or

'entertalnments on the same terms as the churehes shall from time to time
fbe given,.

. ﬁ(4). THE PARTIES of the First Part agree to supply,free of charge to the

" “|Parties of the Second Part,Heat (as long as the Village of Rodney abtaint !
ﬁ free gas for Hall),light and janitor service for the said rooms above

| (fire-hall,and if the parties of the Second Part furnish Piano for said
? iroema,the parties of the First Part agree to pay to,the Parties of the
ﬁ 'Second Part a yearly rental therefor of Six-Dollars,said rental to be

{

payable on or before the(Thirty-First) 81 st. day of Dec. in each. and
every yedar.




(5)s THE PARTIES of the First Part reserve the right to rent the said
rooms above fire~hall to anyone,at any time when same are not required

any eother persons than the parties of the Second Part to use said
rooms, that the said rooms shall be kept in good and proper condition,

(6) ANY furniture or fittings placed in said rooms by the parties of
the Second Part shall remain ther,and shall not be removed to any other
of the parties of the Second Part,and any damage done at any time to
said furniture or fittings,at any time when the said rooms shall be usec
by other persons than the parties of the Second Part,shall be made good
| by the parties of the First Part,

IN WITNESE WHEREOF the Chairman and Secretary of the said
Community Hall Board and the President and Secretary of the
Women’s Institute of the Village of Rodney have hereunto
set their hands and seals,
y W » Taluia

Signed,Sealed and Delivered: Simen Spiern
Mrse JoGo Gillies
Mrs. Go As MecLevey

Secs Welnstitute

In the presence of

Della Ludy

by the Parties of the Second Part,but agree that in the event of allowi?q

place,even to any other part of said Community Hall without the consent|
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"Schmid's in business wnen Rodney was in infancy"

The main street of Rodney consisted of a few houses «nd shops,
& muddy street iined with rail fences when Schmid's watch and Clock
Repair Shop was founaed in 1875. ©Since thut time "Schmid's" has
seen Rodney grow to a thriving viilage of 1i0U persons.

In asugust of 1875 Frank oschmic of Windasor. formeriy from
Reidenburg, savaria(Germany) opened & smaii shop near the Canada
Southern Raliway. now Known «s the Penn centrol Reiiway. Later
that same yeur he returned to Windsor and his brother E. J. Schmid
also from Reicenburg, sSavaria, tocoL over the business.

a few years later o fire swept the stores cii the west sice
of main street and the Schmid shop and dweiiing ovurned.

Following the fire, Mr. Schmic startec up aguin in « smaii
store on the east sice of Furnival nd., io0cated where the oild Trader's
Bank now stands.

In the meantime, in 138Y, The Eberhwrdt biock - & ofick
buiiding - was erected by John Tempietorn. Mr. Schmic moved his
business to this biock wina the Jewerry store has veen in this
jocation since then.

In 1926 Joseph Schmid, from the same town in bauvaria came to
Caneda, working witi nis uncie in the business. Pr icr to his
coming to town, Joseph hau served his upprenticeship in savaria,
and had edrnea his master's degree in horoiogy et the eariy age
of 23 - one of the youngest to receive « Mastert!s certificate.

Mr. ochmic kept recoras of old «rc new businesses that came
to town from 1875 untii.-his dewth in 1933 - his peing the oniy
ousiness «t that time to have weathereu the changing conditions
the years made.

In 1933 the business was teken over b0y his nephew Joseph and
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until 1968 wus owned and operated by him.

In 1950 the 75th anniversary of the opening of Schmid's

Jevelry store wus celebrated.
In 1968 Joseph E. Schmid retired, wnd the
over by Ted Sobieraliski of London, formeriy of
Mr. Sobileraiski is doing his share toward
good reputation of "the Schmid's" - who for 93

peopie of Hodney.

submitteda by

pusiness wes taken
Polanda.
Keeping up the

years servea the

Mrs. 0. M. Tough.



THE HISTORY OF THE LIBRARY 1IN RODNEY

by Della Ludy

 success in any field of endeavour is a tale of recommen-
cements, and this is very evident in the development of the
splendid local Library. Every achievement must first be an
ijdea in the minds of people and become the expression of their
desires and efforts.

Collections of reading matter asnd a place to keep and
use them is a need of people of every race, creed, and colour,
and from this need has sprung libraries as we know them today.j

In this locality, prior ot 1893, there had been a Liter-
ary and Dramatic Society, and the hall where their meetings
were held was called "The Union Societies Hall",

By 1893 the Literary Society had become defunct with 19
remaining books and $16.59 which belonged to the shareholders
of that organization.

On January 19, 1893, the following men met in the Tailor
Shop of George H. Katzenmeier to organize a branch of the Mech-
anics' Institute which was an associstion of country men of
Ontario under the supervision of ths Department of Education,
 namely; Messrs, W. Bristow, F, Leigh, H. F. Jell, C.H. Brown,
J.C., Whitney, J.J. Mistele, J.H. Barnes, Louls Mistele, J.We
Kirkpatrick S.B, Morris, D¢S,M. Dorland, E.C., Harvey and Geo.
Katzenmeier.

Mr. Leigh explained what the Mechanics' Institute was,
and the group decided to organize a Rodney branch, lembers
were to pay $1.00 each, or if one or more in a family, 50¢
for extra tickets. Arrangements were msde to order 500 mem=-
bership tickets and to buy a Minute Book and stationery and
to file application for incorporation with the Department of
Education. Thils first Minute Book has besen rebound and can
be ssen by responsible persons in the McMillan Library at
any time. From this Mechanics' Institute Minute Book we are
pleased to give ths following resume.

On February 2nd, 1893, a meeting was held in Mr. Katzen-
meier's Tailor Shop. It was made known that the application
for incorporation had been registered and filed at Toronto,
and the officers were as follows: Pres, J.J. Mistsle, Vice-
Pres., J.C, Whitney, Sec. Frank Leigh, Tress. J.H. Barnes.,

Mr, Jell was appointed to see the President of the former
Literary Society regarding the transfer of their books and
funds to the Mechanics' Institute, and a committee was chosen
to secure a suitable meeting place.

rail A 2;etin% was held on February 15th, 1893, ag~in in the

allor shop of Geo. Katzenmeier, Mr. T.C. Cam '

present and donated the 316,59 and 19 books to Ezzlin:iitute

i; the last act of the Literary Society of which he had been

Drsmiiiiigeng. A curtain they owned was retained by the

P to% ety. An offer was m:de through Mr. Csmpb

presen Ten Nights In a Bar Room™" and give ;hédlgsgi%ut
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hz1lf the proceeds after expenses were pald, but in the event
of a large audience it would be 50 - 50. At this meeting Mr.
J.B. Stinson offered the room at the resr of his Barber Shop
free as a reading room, and Mrs, Wray offered shelf room for

books in her store.

March 4, 1893, Reported at this meeting was $100 worth
of books bought, labelled, and insured, and the following
names among 64 active members; Messrs. Katzenmeier, Jell, Bris-
tow, Leigh, Hugill, Sinclair, Brown, Wnitney, Carter, Campbell,
J.J., Mistele, Barnes, Louils listele, A.Brown, Rev. Mr, Peer,
Kirkpatrick, S.B. Morris, Dr, Dorland, Stinson, Harvey, O0.R.G.

Stinson, Dr. May, Mstthews, and others to be found in Book
List for 1893.

The first annual meeting was held on May 2nd, 1893, in
Union Societies! Hall when 62 members, 188 books, and 222
igssues of periodicals were reported., The new slate of offic-
ers was; Pres, J.J., Mistele, Vice-Pres, E.,A. Hugill, Sec, F.
Leigh, and Treas. Joseph Barnes, Membership was set at 75¢
per year. No minutes were recorded for a meeting held a
yesr later, on April 17, 1894.

At a meeting on January 29, 1895, J.J. Mistele and E.A.
Hugill were named a committee to arrange for renting and care
of a reading room. Another committee was appointed tou ask
the Police Village Trustees for a grant to help support the
Institute, and still another to solicit memberships at the
following rates, namely, men, $1.00 and ladies, 50¢ per year.

Five months later, on June o5th, 1895, a meeting wss held
and new officers elected as follows; Pres. J.J. Mistele, Vice-
Pres. D.H. McRitchie, Sec. S.B. Morris, and Treas., T.C, Camp-
bell. Four women, namely: Mesdames Dorland, Whitney, J.B. Cam-
pbell, and Miss Brown, were zppointed to work on a committee
with Messrs. A.D, McGugen, D. Shaw, E.A. Hugill, O.R. Stinson,
and J.S. Robinson, and a new spirit seemed to fire the group
to action.

A meeting on July 9, 1895, reported the following pub-
lications subscribed for:

Review of Reviews London Illustrated News
Scribners Cosmopolitan

Scientific American Cappenter and Builder
Youths Companion Leisure Hour

Ladies Home Journsal Trilby

The Century

After 9 p.m. on Saturday evening any member was free to
take any of these magazines to their home provided they were

returned by 3 p.m. lionday. An
X . Y copy more than two
was handled on the same basis as regular bookse "o months old



