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ON THE MOVE — Selldon owner ' Frank Odorico to
House, built in 1834 in Paynes Niagara Escarpment, where

Mills, is being moved by new

Elgin history lives on —

By TIM GALLAGHER
T-J Staff Reporter

Elgin County has lost a piece of its
history, but that piece of history is to
live on'on the Niagara Escarpment.

Selldon House, built about 1834 in

what is today Paynes Mills, was the
home of settler William Sells, who
built the wood frame structure in
what was then the Talbot Settlement.
It has been passed down through four
generations in its 150-year history
but now, with the ravages of time
and the cost of upkeep, it has been
sold to a Winona lab technician who
has almost finished dismantling the
house for reconstruction on the
escarpment near Lake Ontario.
Frank Odorico didn’t think
he’d want a house at age 27
but he developed a keen interest in
early architecture, particularly that
of the Pennsylvania Dutch. On a trip
to Pennsylvania about a year ago to
see a car show, he found himself tak-
ing pictures of old houses, many of
which dated back to Revolutionary
America. He was sold on the idea of

found one along Highway 3 where
trees and bushes blocked its view ex-
cept for the more discernmg
passersby.

DREAM COME TRUE :

It was a dream come true for Mr.
Qdorico, who plans to restore the
main part of the house and use it for
aresidence.

The house, owned by the Scott
McKay famxly of St. Thomas, was
beyond the point where it could be
restored unless someone came up
with $200,000 fo $300,000 for the job.
Funds from the government weren’t
available and interest of a group con-
cerned in this area’s history was
dashed by the enormity of the under-
taking. The McKays lived in a house
located behind the historic home,
which had replaced a log cabin first
erected on the site in 1818 until they

' moved into the city about four years

ago.

The house had an addition built on
— Mr. Odorico estimates it was
sometime in the 1850s — and until

recently had orlgmal artifacts in it,
although Victoriana items and later
period items had been added.

There were hand-woven rugs made
from flax and wool harvested on the
property; a red tunic believed to be
from the militia which fought in the
Rebellion of 1837; stone jars and pot-
ware and a pair of sunglasses which
had two layers of colored lenses and
dated back to 1900.

The family has kept some artifacts
and a daughter, Elizabeth Boston, is
selling the others along with a card
which identifies each and gives a lit-
tle history about the house.

In this way, say family members,
the house’s belongings are still

* preserved, although not at one loca-

tion as they would have liked. A son,
Ian, a university professor is also sif-
ting through family history.

“We didn’t want it to be a commer-
cial wipeout,” a daughter Rachael
said. The original wish of the family
“was that the building be restored as
much as possible and open to the
public for their enjoyment,” she
noted. “We just financially couldn’t

ARTIFACTS STO

- Over a period of time, someone has

entered the house and taken ar-
tifacts, including two mantel clocks.
The thefts and concern for van-
dalism prompted the family’s final
decision to sell.

Mr. Odorico seems to be a perfect
buyer. The family wanted someone
who would preserve the house as
much as possible and, at the same
time, some good family memories.

Selldon House has  entertained

‘tours by service clubs and

schoolchildren over the years and
was the site of large family picnics.
“It was the site for many, many
years of enormous Sells reunions. I
remember it as a kid,”” Rachael
reflects. There were tents, platforms

-and speeches ‘“‘and all the flies came

too as I remember.”’

The Sells legacy began in Penn-
sylvania. The family came from a
mixed German background and liv-
ed in a state heavily influenced by
Dutch architecture.

and as well we werelosing the

he w1ll restore the pioneer
home. — (T-J Photo).

in Niaga

John Sells, of Huntington County,
Pa., was Kkilled in the last battle of
the American Revolution, at
Yorkton, Va. His five sons were
divided in their loyalties, with
Abraham Sells, a physician, leaving
Pennsylvania like many other
Loyalists to settle in Canada. He and
his wife and six children settled at
Port Ryerse, Ont., where he died two
weeks after the landing. The family
spent a number of years at Turkey
Point near Port Ryerse before a son
William, settled in what is today
Elgin County

After the death of Eusebia Sells in
1923, the house wasn’t used much and
remamed unchanged inside.

William McKay, husband of Mar-
tha Sells and father of Scott McKay,
spent some time at the house in sum-
mers, as did a cousin, Frederica
Sells.

SAT IDLE st

However, the past number of
years, the house has sat idle.

Mr. Odorico is to add insulation
heating and lighting to the house but
is to keep the main part of the house
in its original form as much as possi-

house a modern
“Ithasa touchto lt You won'’t find
anything like it,” he said from his
Winona home.
“It's almost an old showpiece.

" When I get the house reconstructed,

| it will look like it’s right out of the
ast ”

Alberta McKay, wife of Scott, is
sad the house couldn’t stay in Elgin.
She quotes her husband’s father as
saying ‘‘People don’t understand
what those pioneers did: We have in-
herited the fruits of their labor and
we don’t realize how they worked or
the conditions under which they
worked.”

Although the house and its ar-
tifacts are not going to be together as
a museum, the McKays feel they
have found an agreeable com-
promise.

“The building is going to be
restored and enjoyed. It’s hard for us
to take but knowing someone is going
to use it and it’s going to be restored

* Rachael says




A PEEK INSIDE — Scott shows interior of Selldon the house to a Winona man to
McKay family photograph House. Thke family has sold ensure its preservation.
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Hi%@orical'Sketch of Selldon

Selldon is the ol¥ home of the late Willism Sells where
he settled in 1818: This has been in continuous possess-
ion of his cescendants since that time and contains the
original furnishings which are of grezt interest to
visitors as well as to,the family.

\-‘\
After the American Revolution Abrsham Sells and his
family preferred to remain under the flag of England.
He was & physician and the Loyalists--as they were
known--were not allowed to engage in proffessional
occupations so he and his family moved from Pennsylvania
to Canada in 1798. They landed =t what is now Port
Dover and settled &t Port Ryerse, Ontario but three
weeks later Abrahem Sells died and was buried there.
All of the sons and daughters eventually settled in
Southwold.

William Sells, one of the sons, married Elizabeth Fick
near Simcoe, Ontario in 1815. He bought land in
Paynes' Mills in 1818 from Colonel Talboh and was the
first settler here. He of course had to c¢lesr the land
end their first home was a log cabin which Was built a
little to the left of the present house which was
erected zbout 1885,

William Sells wes a farmer and blackswith and at\first
when they needed flour had to walk a long distanck to
he mill with a bag of wheat over his shoulder. Th
trip required two or three days and while he was gone
his wife and baby were alone in -the cabin. One evening
when he was on one of those trips hostile Indians
appeared and wanted food. Mrs,., Sells prepared their
meéal snd while they were eating she slipped out of the
-cabin with the baby and hid in the woods Wwhere she
stayed all night and until her husband returred the
following day. There were other menaces too in those
deys besides the Indians as the country was very wild.

However, Williem and Elizebeth Sells continued to live
et Celldon and their twelve children were born and
raised there. They were Mary, John, Almira, Abrem,
Hugh, Elizabeth, Susen, Martha, Williem Jr., Harriet,
Jane, and Eusebia.

In 1862 William Sells died leaving Selldon to his
youngest daughter, Busebia, who never married. W
she died in October, 1919, Selldon beccme the property
of Kenneth W. McKasy of St. Thomas, Ontario--son of
Susan Sells. On Mr. McKay's death in October 1941
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e llowing quotation wes found in a boo~“eL COoMm=
piled by K.W. McKey--The Sells Family in

n any age it is a duty which every country
itself, to preserve the records of the past
honor the men a nd womenwhose lives and deeds
made possible its present, and to-day, when the
whole civilized world is throbbing to social and

political impulses of the greatest significance for

the future, we ought especially to call to mind

guch lives and deeds, and catch if we can, inspirations
for acting well the part that falls to each of us."

Celeste Sellg-=mmmmm==1946

Clipping at left taken
from S{. Times Journal
of June 26, 1940
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