Cornerstone of Paynes Mills Hall

- in original hall 1906

- put in second hall 1962 (sold to a private
individual 1989) :

- placed in yard at Elgin County Pioneer
Museum by Pres. Lily Larson and P.R.O.
Convenor Edith Auckland
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receiving life membership pin and
certificate from Elgin West President

Mrs. Margaret Carroll.
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February 8, 1996

In an atmosphere of warmth and friendship, members
and guests of Paynes Mills Women's Institute met to
celebrate their 50th Anniversary. It was in February
1946 that the Paynes Mills Women's Institute was orga-
nized with Mrs. W. H. Sutton as its first president.
Today we are meeting at the home of that first president
as it is now the home of one of our present members.
Miss Sheri Karafil welcomed us as a gracious hostess for,
since her retirement, she has followed in her late
mother's footsteps and has joined the neighbouring
group of the Women's Institute (W. I.).

Although the planning committee termed the event an
afternoon tea party, the programme began in the tradi-
tional way by singing the W. I. Ode and repeating the
Mary Stewart Collect. Roll call was taken and minutes
read and adopted. A minimum of business was conducted
by President Lily Larson and Secretary Margaret Traquair.
Pennies for Friendship were collected and the mystery
gift was won by Irene Auckland.

The programme began as we introduced special guests
Mrs. N. Johnson, president of Elgin West W. I., Secretary
Mrs. R. Campbell, and Rally President Mrs. D. Lindsay.
Paynes Mills W. I. member Mrs. C. Nichols read the
minutes of the first meeting and also gave a resumé of
our fifty years which told of the W. I. assuming respon-
sibility for the former church which had become a
community hall. It was the W. I. who secured highway
signs naming the hamlet and also the erecting of flashing
warning signs at a local railway crossing. Many cater-
ings, oyster suppers, farm group meetings, as well as
innumerable social gatherings saw the hall become a
popular spot. Although a new hall was erected in 1962,
with the changing of school boundaries and family life
styles, the responsibility of a hall became a burden.
It was sold to a private individual in 1989.

Mrs. T. Blackman in her treasurer's summary noted
that during the past six years almost 75 percent of our
capital funds monies have been used to establish scholar-
ships, community centre donations, hospital projects,
volunteer fire department appeals, museums, etc. Mrs.
Wm. Rowe, daughter of an earlier president and herself
a past president, read the list of past officers. Miss
Karafil expressed her appreciation of what W. I. means
to her. Mrs. A.Auckland, keeper of historical data, as
well as the Tweedsmuir history, had historial items for
display.

The planning committee of Mrs. Larson, Mrs. Nichols,
Mrs. R. Dawdy, and Mrs. A. Auckland had souvenir coffee
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mugs for each one present. The social hour was remini-
scent of earlier days when dainty sandwiches and a
variety of sweets were served.

The present W. I. members are encouraged to con-
tinue; although the interest in W. I. activities is not
as strong as at our beginnings, we continue to serve in
many ways for the betterment of "Home and Country."
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