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- Willey’s famih
y

Thames bridge

A few weeks ago The Advance
carried an article telling how the
Tait Bridge got its name. Follow-
ing is an account of how another

bridge over the Thames north of

here - Willey's - was named. It
is taken from the Glencoe Tran-
script and Free Press:

Brae Willey was born in New
Hampshire in 1776, his father
hiad fought in the Revolutionary
War and by 1819 the family had
moved to the Talbot Settlement
on Back Street east of Wallace-
town and were happy on their
50 acres.

Years later they were told they
should have had 200, Thomas
Talbot alloted his settlers 30 but
kept the other 150 for himself.

Gave Talbet Rough Time -

A delegation called oo Talbot
and gave him a rough time until
he told them they could have 200
but would have to go to the
Thames, or Longwood Road.

(’)(ithc family, Lot and David lo-
cated on the nocth side and Scott
on the south. The proceedings of
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gave name to
and sideroad

Middlesex for 1841 report com-
plaints about lack of bridges be-
tween London and Chatham,
many river fords being used.

Mr. Coultis, the engineer was
instructed fo look into this and
talked to Lot and David and re-
ported he had a stake on the
north side to mark a bridge site !
which could be built at an esti-
mated cost of 300 pnunda of ster- '
ling.

The Willeys moved in 1833 but
Moses took the Longwood Road
at 20 Sideroad, all in Ekfrid. This
family has interesting connec-
tions by marriage. including Bet-
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" reunion

Ripley-Eadie Clan
‘holds reunion /777

~The fivst reunion of the Ripley-
 Eadie Clan was held on Sunday,
‘September Hth at the  Eagle
Community Hall.

The gathering was the 32nd

creunion for the Eadie clan and the

28th for the Ripley ¢lan and due
distance  and  closeness ol
dates and almost  the

same  relatives  attending  cach

Lreunion it was decided (0 amal-

gamate,

"Presiding over  the  meeting
was the president of the Eadie
reunion, Ralph Robinson assisted
by the president of the Ripley
reunion, Murray Riplev.  About
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S50 members spent a pleasant |

1
sy Ross, who made the first flag | aficrnoon “yisiting and reminis.
for the new U.5.A. \ ?LHI)—, with a lively program ol
John Harrison who develop- )

and received a large sum had his

5
ed a vastly improved timepiece, !
l

MeBrides

ne of

timepicce used by Captain Cook was held in memory of (he late
on some of his extensive sea trips. | Mys, Hazel Ripley and St Clair
"~ Bonnie  Prince  Charlie was ' " Bobicr.,
alsorelated to the Willeys, L1 The officers eleeted for 1978
In addition to the bridge over | were: Honovary — president,.
the Thames a sideroad in Dun- | | Harold Ripley. Windsor: presi-
wich still carries the Willey name. | | dont, Murray Ripley, Port Stan-
A i ol 1l('\. st vice-president, Morley |
~ Newton,  Windsor:  2nd  vice- |
4 7 president, Terry Heeney, Dutton;
Csecretary-treasurer, Mrs, Aleck

Early Families |

In Cowal Neighborhood Tvnens1

This is ancther in a sevies of
histerical articles covering the
Cowal dlstnct, and sponsored by
the Women's Institute of that
place.

History ot'_ Farm Owned by
Jo'm Preston MeBride,
Lot €, North of A

John MeBride and his wife,
Catherine © MgcCallum, came . to
Canada in 1836 by sail boat. 'Taey

had three caildren, Margaret, Neil
and Puncan. They docked at Port
Btanley and lived in that area six
years, During that time their gon,
John, was born.

In 1849, they moved to Lot <,
Con. 8, North of A., where Peter
gud Mary were born., This {arm.
was bought from Talbot MecBetl,
consisting of 80 acres ‘and the bill
of sale was for $800. In November,
71, a deed was obtained from
MeBeth's widow giving thae lapbd to
Mirs. Catherine McBride..

A log house and log barn were
huilt on the farm on the townline
of Dunwich and Southweld, A
creek runs tarough the farm and
the hills was the first land cleared
and seeded so they had natural
drainage. Many a mighty oak and
walnut tree were cut and burned.
‘While clearing his land a free
lodged In another treée and fell,
killing John McBride in 1843, leav-
ing the mother with six small
chiidren.

The trail from Middlesex to Port
Stanley went by this farm. Many
a fanmmer on his route stayed with
Mrs., MeBride and famijly. On his
way home from getting ais wheat
mound. a bag of four was lefe
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with her,

In 1852, the oldest hoy died at
the age of 19 years. In 1857, Dun-
can died at the age of 22 years and
in 1860 Peter died, 18 years old.
Her early help was gone but Mrs. L
MecBride, John and his two sisters !,
carrvied on.

In the seventies, John built a
log house on the west side of the |
creek on the 5th Concession.
1873, a frame barn was ervected and
later a frame house was built ang.
still remains. ‘

Margaret married Peter MeBride
and  Mary matrvied Acvchie Gillis,
John married Jane Preston in 1878 |
fo which union was horn six chii-
dren, Alice, Katie, Margaret, Msy,
Preston and Mary. May died when,
four years old with scarlet fever. |
Katie marvied Fred Delavan andg
made their homes in  Michigan. !

Alice married Sam Waar and
Margare! marvied William Goldr i(‘kl
angl resided in Strathroy.

Mary married James Clark anti
was a widow shortly afterward.

In s

games and contests convened by
Terry and Flsie Heeney,
the afternoon a moments silence

Morrish..  Program

Terry and Elsie Heeney and Char- |

les and Aurilia Ripley.

During

convener, |

]

The, reunion will be held the

2nd Sunday in September, 1978,
Cin the Eagle Community

bountiful
finalized the

smorgasbord !
afternoon.’

A
supper

Relatives were  present from
" Windsor, Morpeth, St. Thomas,
"Dorchester, Port Stanley, Shed-
idm Dutton, West Lorne and

dll‘ucmwn :
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She resides with her brother, John | ‘

,Prestorn, who never married. They,
til  the farm ecleared by their)
grandfather, 115 years ago. i

John' McBride died in 1921 and’

his wife, Jane, in 1934. Both are
buried in the cemelery on the
farm, i

Moe: “Watchmg some  fellows

play golf reminds me that the ga.mﬁz
is guite a bit like taxes.” ‘
Joe: “How's that?” !
Moe: “You drive hard fo get-to
get the grpen«z-a,nd then wind up

in a hole." “~

Hall. |
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Gducation Department, Ontario.
DECEMBER EX;AMINATION, 1883.
ADMISSION TO HIGH SCHOOLS.

ENGLISH HISTORY.

r Twelve marks for each question.
1. Who were the Saxons? What changes did their invasion
N make in Engla.n& ? What ehanges dlcl the Norman conquest make ? %

ame a good king of Encrlanduéand a,lso a bad one, and tell
g8 the' forimer did thog
some the latter did that were ba for them.

4 3. What were the chief eventsjin the reign of Henry VIII? &

4, What were the causes that led to the setting up of the
&y Commonwealth ? & ‘

5. What have been the chief vents in the reign of Victoria, 7 M

6. Write short notes on any four of the following:— %

4 Charta, Court of the Star Chan ‘eﬁ The Petition  of "Right,
HabeMgr.pus Act, The Declaration of Rights, The Reform Bill.
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@Gducation Degartment, Ontario.

—

DECEMBER EX_:Q;LMINATION, 1883.
ADMISSION Té} HIGH SCHOOLS.
SPELLING AND FOURTH BOOK.

NoTtE—All Candidates must take questions 1 and 2 of the paper
on Spelling and Fourth Back ; and as regards questions 3, 4,
5, 6, 7, each must select the series on which he will be ex-
amined, and confine himself to the set of questions based on
the Fourth Book of that series. No answers can be considered
that may be given on either of the series other than the one
selected by the Candidate for the examination.

Values.

b

(1SN

1. Distinguish—hail, hale; whine, wine ; ascent, assent;
e’er, ere, air; wax, whacks; tracks, tracts; wail, whale.

2. Accent the following words, and correct any errors in
spelling :—secede, suceede, decieve, wooddin, posthumous,
ballance, allarm, combine. .

ONTARIO READERS.
3. Give the substance of the lesson entitled «The
Voyage of the Golden Hind.”

4. Xerxes, having lost in his last fight, together with
20,000 other soldiers and eaptains, two of his own brethren,
began to doubt what inconvenience might befall him, by
the virtue of such as had not been present at these battles,
with whom he knew thiat he was shortly to deal. Espe-
cially of the Spartans he stood in great fear, whose man-
hood had appeared sinvular in this trial, which caused him
very carefully to inqute what numbers they could bring
into the field. It is reported of Dieneces, the Spartan,
that when one thoughf to have terrified him by saying
that the flight of the E?ersian arrows was so thick as to
hide the sun, he answered thus: “It is very good news,
for then shall we fight in the cool shade.”

Explain — captain | brethren, befall, virtue, he was
shortly to deal, singulw, bring into the field, thought to
hawe terrified, flight of the Persian arrows.

5. What is the subject of the lesson from which this
passage is taken, and vhat is the name of its author?
[oVER.



