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When it was finally completed
it ran from Niagara Falls to
Windsor and provided the
Americans with a shortcut be-

Railroad Company.”

However, the original idea for
a Southwestern Ontario railway
came from Mahlon Burwell, a

rs as a nati ven (ween the eastern seaboard and pioneer surveyer who saw the implemenied due to !
nada becai %f .con.  Chicago, America’s bustling advantages of a route between Canadian economy. T
, the grow rail-. mid-western commercial Eastern U.S. ports and the locally were harsh.
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1 link for Canada’s Communities along the route  Isaac Buchanan, who repre- and Elgin County we
outstret ied communities. prospered because of the rail- sented Great Western Ran]way ready to give up on th

way but before any of this took
place, there:was a lot of jockey-
ing between rival railways and
swommunities to bloek out com-
petition for their own a ,van-
ta&e

interests in London, testified be-
fore the parhamentary commit-
tee and recommended against
having another railway in this
region of the provinee:: .
. Despite his protestations, the

~ proposed Southern Raﬂway was
nval rallways and commun ‘tles given the go-ahead, but political
clamored to have new railway pressure to have it unite with the
lines follow routes best suited to Great Western led promoters to
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railway through
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thns region,but for the time be-
ing it was a passing dreaw for
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Talk of a railway to pass
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ght in 1857 when'a provinc

nentary eommittee
: “to consider the incor-
poratlon of the “Great Southern

abandoned.
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the advent of the |
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not an easy task. the Canada Southern.

&

T-J Staff Reporﬁei**

The idea of forming &mﬁ%y\f&om A
which would pass through thﬁ&

area connecting the

eastern seaboard and“ ‘the
American mid-west was first
proposed by Mahlon Burwell, a

pioneer surveyer with the Talbot
Settlement.

His. idea gained substance in
1857 when a parliamentary
com%ranted American
interes right to build a
railway thmugh @g)uthwestern

Ontarigs . 104
The proposed Canadian ter-

minals were Iglmgara Falls and .

Windsor.

Residents of St. Thomas and
Elgin welcomed the idea and
saw the construetion of the
railway as a boo' .
prosperit; 3

Since %s tﬁfc%‘;‘”péﬁa on a3 a
village in 1853, St. Thomas had |
undergone. a spasmodnc growth
which-had been hindered by the

gen ly . poor  economic
chméﬁ§~l in’ Cﬁgada %

By the time the Canada
Southern Ralw’/dy was
proposed, most residents were
eager to see it go through.

But, political pressure to have
the new railway amalgamate
with the Great Western Railway
based in Hamilton led to the
collapse of the project.

The Great Western had
eliminated a potential rival and
began plans to extend its own
railway system in this area.

In 1857, when plans for the.

SR first approved, St.

only one
hat

The way we.were

asalsmkbemmnk .

. Lake Erie. Gmmrpmmm and

on . through , Port

Stanley, which in later years
“‘was “to 'prosper considerably
| from the trade generated by the
railway and - Great Lakes
‘shipping. 155

For.8t. Thomas the economic
advantages were minimal. A
sluggish economy compounded
the village's problems. Badly
needed street repairs were
shelved for lack of funds. The
situation got worse and a
beleaguered village council was
unable to do mpch about it.

Backers of the CSR'hadn’t
given up to their rivals. The
interplay of business and
politics which caused plans for
the CSR to be scrapped, Iater
served to enhance such plans.

American interests were still
anxious to see a railway through
S()uthwestern Ontario.

Canada, which had yet to gain
independence from Britain was
hard pressed to come. up with
funds for railways. . The poor
economic’ climate made such
investment risky. Outside
British interests, the only source
of funds lay in the United States.

The man who finally secured a
charter for the CSR to pass
through Southwestern Ontario
was Wijlliam A. Thompson of
Toronto who acted as promoter‘
for the railway.

He campaigned successfully
along the proposed route to gain

port for the new rail line
\&gch got its;charter in 1870.

His job was to convince
businessmen and politicians
that the railway would bring
_prosperity.

ng Thompson in his
was Daniel Drew, a

to accept the idea and give th

igara alls to Windsor, whzle
‘the same time, convincing
al politicians along the route

railway financial help.
WAS CONVINCING .

He was a skilled promoter. and
proved to be convincing in
outlining the potential benefits
to the various municipalities.

Getting finances,
from each mum(npahty, was
crucial to paying for the
proposed railway. =

Several mumclpahués near
Hamilton = granted sizeable
bonuses to the CSR for the
promise that the railway pass
along routes they felt would
benefit their communities most.

St. Thomas and Elgin County
were in a central location and
anticipated much gain.

Thompson indicated to St
Thomas that the CSR would
consider erecting workshops
and a major station in St
Thomas as well as constructing
a through route along its central
core.

The picture painted by
Thompson was  most im-
pressive, but the Great Western
which had a large stake in the
area through its London
operatlon, wasn't aboutto let the
CSR get established without a
fight.

Rumors spread that the CSR
was on shaky financial footing.
They were true to a point
because it was very costly to
build railways and the CSR was
relying on anticipated municipal
fundmg to help finance the rail
ine

Further rumors suggested
that the CSR would be unable to
complete its line once it was
started leaving municipalities

erch. T, spread

was ‘‘in
‘sch

Brantfoi; /i
The Courier, w
the h

the most ec
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the Dispatech ,
and enemies
Southern who wis|
scales taken frol
should pay a visit te
where the railway
ahead with its cons
The local battle lin
drawn, however. T
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between supporters
Western and suppor
Canada Southern.
Elgin was aware p
lie ahead but the
prosperity divel
different
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Construction of the Canada
- Southern Railway from Niagara
Falls to its intended destination
in Windsor was progressing well
in 1870 desplte efforts from
icularly th

boon to ]ocal
desplte the, desi

% grow, :
c]eary drawn
who favored

battleground
ponerits and
railway.

Opposition fo the railway
_appeared in the form of letters

jorters of the

in the St. Thomas Weekly Dis-

patch which was the village’s
only newspaper at the time.
Opposition aﬂg cropped up in
rumors which became quite
prevalent,

There was word the CSR could
not complete its proposed rail
line because of lack of funds,
and there was a rumor that the
American backers of the project

were having' second thoughts.

about the railway.

There was no doubt the
promoters wanted to push
through 'the idea but there was
some truth to the rumer they
lacked financial means to
complete the line.
RELYING ON HELP

They were' relying on local
municipalities ' along the
proposed route to.come up with
bonuses to help finance the line.

The line was billed as a big
boon to local businesses because
of’'its intended purpose of
bringing American goods
through from the American east
coast and mid-west, where the

‘of the rallway were.

eres cconsiderable
ing méeﬂ representa-

Y
while the municipali

by them so«that they could get
the most advantage from the

vailway . ™ “

effect on what route the line
would follow . and promoters

get rail lines to follow thmtngh or

Often councils were divided
over whether to have the
railway or not.

Their decision had a direct

were after the shortest route
possible through Southwestern
Ontario. @ :

Locally, the‘ s
County, who “al
the Great Westem camp out
against the CSR. :

He wrote several lette
Dispatch opé)osmg the
line and read several
council objecting to the railway. '

- The Great Western had also
promised to build a line to this
areaiwhich would line up with
other lines carrying goods to the
United States by way of Sarnia.

The railway had promised a
line which would connect with
Aylmer, the Warden’s home
town.

- At the final meeting to dis-
cusss and vote on whether to
give bonuses to the CSR and
allow it access through the
county, the Warden re-affirmed
his opposition to the CSR, but
forces favoring the line pre-
vailed.

BIG STAKE

The pro-CSR faction on
council was led by George Suffel
of Vienna whe was a prominent
businéssman and shipowner. He
had a big stake in the new rail-
way and mustered up support to
grant bonuses totalling $200,000.

In return, the CSR agreed to
build the line through the length
of Elgin County so that the line
passed Vienna.

The Great Western had lost its
battle with the CSR in Elgin

County.

Nonetheless, Great Western
went ahead with its own plans to
have a line constructed from
Glencoe to Elgin County.

The poliical manoeuvring

wasn’t over.
_®#As a condition for bonuses to
the CSR St. Thomas wanted the
line to pass through the centre of
the village and not outside the
village.

1t also wanted a pguarantee
that 600 jobs would be provided.
_locally.

'I‘hese
promised by Wi
son; . the chief CSR negotiator,
but.in return, the railway
wanted a $25 000 bonus trom St.

ran'tees

'~ were i
lliam A Thomp- |V
“lines didn’t follow the routes

Thomas. :
The bonus was granted with

little opposition.

While the. v1llagevhad a fair

" amount of power over the CSR it
~ also was at the CSR’s mercy in
_certam ‘respects.

Because of St. Thomas’s
nt.ra cation, it was in an
ot for repair shops and a

n. Both promised to

‘and prosperity to the
wh:ch had suffered from
_general  economic decline
‘mng Confederation in 1867.

tmons at Fl

But, lt was the CSR which
would have final say where the
sh'tl)%s and station went.

ey were able to play on
local anxiefies to get the ad-
ditional bonus. CSR spokesmen
played on the idea that shops
might be ‘built in Tillsonburg
instead. -

Meanwhile, the Great Western
announced its intentien of hiring
400 people locally to help con-
struet its line from Glencoe and

followed up with ads in the Dis-’
patch, They also announced they |

would buy materials locally.

When they approached St.
Thomas Council for aid, they
said they were not ‘“leechds or
schemers” like the CSR. They
didn’t want bonuses. Instead,
they ‘‘merely wanted tax con-
cessions.”™

As a result, St. Thomas agred
to limit taxes on ‘railway
property to $100 ear for 99
years and gained the promise
that the Great ,Westemi would
also construct workshops here.

The wheeling and dealing was
found with other munictpahtles
as well.

Charges the CSRewas backed
by ‘‘Yankee schemers’’ did find
some validity once railway
construction began, although
most charges were based on the
fears of a new nation bordering
a ra;})]ldly-expandmg power to
sout

Ontario politicians did find
that the CSR spokesmen were
schemers to a point.

For instance, construction of

rail lines past or through com-
unities began after bonus by-

%gws were passed but money not

-yet paid.

When commumtnes found the

they had' expected. thev with-
held bonuses. However, the CSR

_ways here meant

had planned wurding ei gree-
ments: wéll and backed by
lawyers was able te go to eourt ‘
to get money promised.

St. Thomas has avoided much
of the probiems of other centres
.and was pleased when the CSR
was finally complete. ‘

On Aug. 1, 1871, the first train
from Nlagara Falls. am:ivéd St.
Thomas’s dream to ‘have a
through rail line was realized.
On Dec. 19, atrain from the'fwest
arrived from Ambhertsherg.

The railway ran 229 miles
through Southwestern Ontario
and passed through 10 counties.

The railway was noted for its
straight rails, 96 per cent .
straight, and low grades, 15 feet
per mile. ;

it was the shortes
Buifalo to Chicago
GOT WORKSHOF

“route from
28

Southwestern Onts .
out in the bidding for rkshops
and a new station,
The total cost of th j
$15 million or no m
$30,000 per mile of c
St. Themas had
the railway and th
Western’s “loop hn People
discovered that fo the rail-

commitments.

The railway J)romoters were a
shrewd lot and were not about
to bring any benefits without
reaping substantial rewards.

ey often preyed on local -
politicians who were outsmarted
and outmanoeuvred by polished
promoters.

But, in the end, St. Thomas
and Elgm resxdentsa could be
satisfied they bad a major rail
line passing through.

The prosperity. which had
escaped them in the past was

about to be had and res;dents of
the county were wﬂ}ing to forget
any dlffatmg with the
rallways - 5
herald a new: emgu;ﬁt Tho
and residents of unty:e
sense it.

when the Canada Southern
Railway was completed through
Elgin Countv i

) Part three ina four-ﬁart ser-
ies. £




licago
mile.

'S ,
bonus from the vulage of St. from its geography.
Thomas. ‘
In return for financial ald the
CSR agreed to build workshops
and a large station which still
stands in the city’s east end and
is today the divisional office of
Conrail.

The new rail line passed right
through the centre of the village
paralled to what is now Centre
Street. ;

With the railways came jobs
and industry to spark the local’

nbark on a period of un-
ented prosperity.

nada Southern linked
Jnited = States eastern
ard with the American
west and fulfilled a vision of
Burwell, a surveyor
Talbot Sett}ement He
5 one of the first people to see
. economic advantages of
a route.

The St.
bridge

Desplte the promise of

economic benefits, the CSR had were also constructed nea

bridge and were in¢! in
uch hij

to wage a political battle with  economy.
the Great Western Railway in  Prior to the coming of the fﬁ;:; ;Ve‘(‘)‘gﬁ vagls iy

“to complete its route from
ara. Falls to Windsor.

" The Great Western had its
hpéﬂg}uarters in Hamilton and a
‘regional base in London. The
| regarded as an un-

~ord railway, the village was forced
' to forego badly needed street
repairs for lack'of money. The
village was esseﬂtxally stagnant.
Only one railway passed
through St. Thomas. That was
the London and Port Stanley

" Railway but it did little to boost
the local economy. Instead, it
served mainly as a business link

The inflated cost was large
due to land speculation,

coming of the raxlway

ars spread that e going for $1,200 an acre.”

uthern did:’: rave he

Thomas and put the commumty

SR prov
tween Buffalo and
4 by 28 miles and was'
 noted for its straight rails; 96 per

: t, and low grades, 15 feet per

St. Thomas was in a central
location and benefitted great{&

Railway construction sparked
secondary construction as well.
‘For instance, a wood and iron
bridge was erected to the west of
the village over Kettle Creek
and what is now Sunset Drive.

Thomas Weekly

Dispatch reported the cost of the

, including land pur--

chase, was between $80,000 and

$100,000. Switches and a depot
‘the

“:JQY

hich
was another side effect of the

The Dispatch reported that
“land which would have gone
begging at $200 an acre is now

For others, the bridge and

village and surroundmg.‘ area
4 sustamed : &3

Wxas Lhe new
then outsids
dary to
described b
Dispatch as
Canada an
.New York and
any found e
station’s loca
centive for the
-eastward.

The new roundh?ﬁﬁé %s also
a source of pride. It could house
up to 12 locomotives.

Besides construm DI ¢

reported ‘that  “hundreds of .
private dwellmgﬁ‘Wfé’ rected

with few vacant hgg
The reference o fi
houses and the inten :
housing construction suggest the -
village was perhaps on the verge
age* Qausc_a of

S

followed the raﬂway s, eﬁt»abhsn
ment in St. Th e B J§

Further proof bl"a shartage is
found in the same source, which

resources to complete  hetween London to thenorth and  other facilities did not bring 4
i y South- Great Lakes shlppmg to the financial gain. They brought ﬁl)ilserg’lgurg m“"ﬁﬁyz‘,’,’;‘%ﬁ"‘jg
headaches. % Township*to the east. The ac-
“-éunsn"uctmn in the\ area cou,nl)ﬂa ] ,ng--;dev_eloped
5 - disrupted drainage patterns  inMillers f by the hand
SR . promised 400 ~.and did causing flooding which affected of magic
ere was perhaps some truth  complete a ‘loop’ line between poth home owners and farmers Ironica ma30r

to both rumors, especially the

one about the lack of finances,

but the. CSR was delermmtd to

it was com-
St

STRY
Thomas more
were new

; mmdry, “already

Labhshed by 1871, was
- to ,increase its proilts
business generated\,
way.

toir ‘benefitted from ‘the
way because it:was able to
meat to distant markets.

way in ship mg revenue.
try moved into Hog's
 to the west end of the
e as well. Again - the
y was a factor in its

Molson ‘and
followed in 1871. Following

penal banks
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stmctro of the new Me

Catholic church: there Engineers” . which was 'con-
‘were 10 chunches 188, ted by the € &
e f &l&y politlcs ich had
; 'such a bi syh in the
of St.

-changed as well in St. Thomas

{o the west of the village. developer in the area was J.E.
the Canada Southern which  But the benefits far out- Smith, who was linked with
brought prosperity to St welghed any mconvemences the Opponents of the Canada

Glencoe.and St. Thomas, it was

thereafter were two trust and Jncreasmgly there were more

loan companies and two ban%mg .ads appearing for financial

and exchange businesses. ; , building flrms; and
- Spiritual salvation was also on ‘manufacturmg interests.

: wwm QwAugust 22, 1872, l;he .. Groy tracted talem»m the

-reported the con-  community. One example was

md Ware who came fo St. T

. “Thomas in 1876 and formed

“Ware and Bell Architects and

B s
o0 ter th

development of the railway in ‘ns?ebié yfbr 2]

p Thomas gious com- the county, played a big ‘part
munity sparked some lo%l aﬁerwardz a‘; el -, b eststw *:M theu- féeﬁ
issues‘as well. Meredith Conn, president of ;‘Vg haevzgfu;n ﬁewte r&th
TEMPERANCE .the Conservative Association of pomac being incorporated as a
- Temperance was a big 1ssue West Elgin, was a grain city in 1881.
the time and the Dispatch ?s geculator by trade and made "7
usands accordmg to one

filled: with articles on taemr’
perance. It went so far as to take
a political stand on the matter,
advocatmg the adopuon of
temperanc
While the churches wer

source, through his ties wnt.h the
CSR :

and saw mills, enjoyed a-
siness  because of the C
thte found his lumber
many. markets thanks to thea '
rallway

Polities and raxlway issues
often coincided. There was a
battle between e who
wanted the village _move
. westward and. others who -
. wanted it to move eastward.

- Patrick Meehan, a‘ local
i polxllc:an w1t :

school were busy educating
%outb of St. Thomas in the three
S. i
The: newspaper

business
with the establ_lshmem of two

 The

cts of its eve!opment ; i
he poxve aspects of i a gam-

growth were also present in’ duung ﬁhe 1980 ex-

pages of the lotal press.
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