DUMTON  AND WALTAGRTOWH TRASS  BANDS

own band play, crude though that play might be.

As is the fate of every village band, the Wallascetown Band,
through loss of members, found it very difficult to maintainits
existence, until in I876, it finally expired from lack of membership.

By this time Dutton, & thriving village on the M,C.R., situatd

about three miles north of Wallacetown, had sprung up, about I870.
In 1889 it, too, began to feel the need of some public musicsl or-
ganization. So, through the efforts of the members of Court Nelson,
- 1,0.F,, instruments were procured and on Good FPriday, 1889, the
Dutton 'I.0.F., band was organized. The charter members were;

John Kieffer, A.N. Patterson, C. Patterson, M.L. Miller, John Wren,
Andrew Ferguson, Harry Shore, George Gusterson, Walter Fletcher,
B.J. Schultz, and John E. Clark. In I890, the same Dan Campbell ,
who in I869 identified himself with the Wallacetown Band, Jjoined

the Dutton Band and in October I89I, was appointed band leader, s
position he held for many years.

Dutton's next band was organized about I932and operated success-
fully for five or six years. The leaders of this band were Jack Dow,
Arthur Molyneaux and Eugene Saunders.:

Among the members were; D,F. Kirkland, Charles Panter, Ralph
Perkins, Frank Ruston, Henry Ruston, John Ruston, Harold Smith,
Walter Smith, Dr. Arthur Graham, Lewis Burns, Allen RBRurslem,D.
Perelmen, Leo Gibson, Robert Clark, William Saunders,Claude Smith,
Herb. Campbell, Jack Knight, GeorgéiPinmer, Clarence Reid, Jack
Saunders, Clarence Reid, Arnold Crawford, Richard Waite, Robert

Pinner, Vernon Shipley, C.V. Kindree, and William Johnston.
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There always was & great interest in Dutton and vicinity in
music, especially band music., The first band to be organized is be-
lieved to be what was cslled THE DUTTON CITIZENS' BAND and was or-
ganized in I933. The Band master was Arthur C. lMalaneau with Wm,
Saunders asesisting. to Jack Dow goes the honor of being the instig-
ator of the band,

The members were; Jack Dow, John Ruston, Claude Smith, Jack Saun-
ders, Charlie Panter, Donald Kirklend, Jack Knight, George Pinner,
Bugene Saunders, Arnold Orchard, Allan Burslem, Harold Smith,
Leo. Gibason, Lewis Burns, Dewey Peérlman, Arneld Crawford. Herb,
Campbell and Clarence Reid.
When asked what he could recall as the most exciting event that
ever happened to the band said the one he remembered best was when
Mitch Hepburn had been elected peemier of Ontario. There was a very
exciting celebration in St. Thomas. The rain was coning down in torr-
ents and the Dutton band marched up and down Talbot Street, St. Tha
Thomas in the pouring rain which was pouring into the tenor horn
and the alto horn. Mr. Knight said he could not recall ever being so

wet and playing under such difficulties.

Picture of Band in Mr. Knight's barber shop.



OUR LIBRARY
Long may we cherish with delight,
And ever keep the image bright
0f that which is our prized birthright,

Our own beloved library.

faude MeWilliam
BR.B. I,
putton, Ont.
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It is a far cry from the days of the early library when cars
were non-existent, and even horses and buggies scarce, to those
of this marvellous and terrifying Atomic Age in which we now live.
This is an age in which sputniks, guided missiles, nuclear weapons,
and proposed trips to the moon are almost commonplace. Gone are the
days when the'receiving and issuing of books and keeping card cat-
alogues up to date were the main duties of the librarian.The 1lib-
rary is now more than a mere repositoriy of books.

Reading has grown from a mere past time to vitally necessary
pre-requisite to intelligent living, and the library is an educat-
ional centre dedicated to developing and directing reading,making
available referenée material and knowledge to all who seek it and
in addition providing entertainment with books and periodicals to
suit every taste.

Dutton was extremely fortunate in acquiring one of the first
libraries in Elgin County. This was due to the efforts of NEIL A.
CAMPBELL, the principal of Dutton Public School. He builded better
than he knew when he suggested the idea of developing a library in s

Dutton. On the inside cover of some books still on the shelves of
the Dutton library there may be found a plate with "Mechanics In-
stitute printed on it. This was the germ from which public librar-
ies grew.

In the early days, young men employed during the day, were wont

to gather in the evenings on the street corners, in stores, or in
houses to discuss world affairs. They found themselves lacking in
knowledge of a great many things and desired to find the remedy.
Their thoughts turned to books. But where could such helpful books
be found? The answer was found by forming an Institute and apply-
the Depertment of Rducation at Toronto for books and asking for a
charter for their proposed "lMechaniss Institute.

Eventually this charter was received and was immediately filed
in the Registrar's Office for the Cpunty of Elgin at St. Thomas.
Mr. Neil Campbell called & public meeting to acquaint all interest-
ed in the project that they were now in a position to elect a pres-

ident and such other officers as should be required for the manage-

ment of the now legally incorporated liechanics Institute
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The following officers were elected; L.J, Willson, chairman:
Neil A. Campbell, secretary; J.Z. Saunders, T;easurer; and mem=-
bers of the board; Rev. Thomas Wilson, Rev. C.T. Scott, Rev. J. Hill
Rev. H. Randall, Dr. J. Casesden, Dr. J.A. Shannon, James Poole,
D.8. Skinner and J.D. Blue.

Committees were formed to look for a room, to dreft laws and
"to decide on membership fees.

By the time of the next meeting & room in the Leitch block, on
the west side of lMain Street had been secured. Preparing the room
to receive the books, when purchased was the next duty of the comm-
"ittee. Three applications for the position were received, but as
finances were nil, it was agreed that members of the Board should
teke turns at being librariasn uhtil the treasury could stand the
expense of a librarian., A caretaker was, however, & necessity as
there were fires to start, oil lamps to clean and the room to keep
in order. Alex. Crawfors was nemed the first caretaker.

It was decided to spend $I25.00 for the purchase of books. A
notice was inserted in the Dutton paper, then the ENTERPRISE, ask-
ing for contributions of either books or money. Finally, by con-
tributions, membership fees, which had been set a one dollar a year,
and the loan of $25.00 from the firm of Hoekin and Poole, the #I25
was raised.

Among the first subscribers were Daniel lMcArthur, J.M. Blue,
W.H, Cape, llary Fowler, William Hollingshead, and A.E. White.

The placing of $200 fire insurance on the books and fixtures
of the library proved its worth, for on April 7th, 1893, just four
months after the opening of the library(Nov. I8th, I892) the whole
Leiteh Block burned and the library and its contents were a total
loss. Sixty books that were in the hands of readers, represented
gll that was left of the Dutton Library.

Now began the task of rebuilding. For the next few months the
Board meetings were held in I.J.Willson's store, while the Board
members searched for new quarters. New ways to earn money were
also sought. One venture from which {48.00 was cleared Waé an-ex-
cursion to Detroit in August over the lM.C.R.(lMichigan Central Rail-

road.. A timely grant from the Ontario Government was received in

the fall, esmounting to ©90.50. But it was not until a year later
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1894, that the library was able to operate again.

An excursion to Niagars Falls, sponsored by the ILibrary Board,
further augmented the treasury. Thus the Board was able to pay
back the £25.00 it had borrowed from Hockin and Poole. It also
purchased & number of books and subscribed to two newspapers, the
TORONTO GLOBE mnd the TORONTO EMPIRE, and also & few magazines.
the Riview of'Reviews, Harper's Weekly, Youth's Companion, and the
Delineator.

In the fall of 1896, Neil A. Campbell resigned as secretary as
he was entering Theological College, and A. Patterson was chosen
to fill the vacancy.

In the fall of 1897, The lMechanics Institute became the Dutton
Free Library. This meant that the village council would be respons-
ible for its support to the extent of fifty cents per capita. This
wes maintained for a few years and then it reverted to an Associat-
ion Library, and remained as such up to January Ist., I966.

In 1898, Rev. James Steven was elected chairmen to succeed
L.J. Willson, and a lMiss McCallum was appointed librarian at a sal~-
ary of $40.00 per annum., J,C. Payne became secretary and Albert
Patterson, treasurer.

It was at this time that the Dutton Library Board requested
a grant from the Township Couneil. The council, however, did not
appreciate the value of the library, and refused the grant. As a
result membership rates were incresed to rural subscribers.

‘A 1ittle later in the year Rev. Mr. Powell became chairman,
and Rev. T.R. Howard , secretary.

For some reason not stated in the minutes, the library was
chosed for five months. When it reopened the Board members were,
W.H., Barmum, Dr. Cameron, Dr. Cascadden, and Dr. Patton. There is
only one meeting on record during I902 and I903.

In 1904, on March, 6th, liiss Christie Jordan became librarian
end retained the position for a number of years. W.J. Robinson
was chairman, and Rev. T.B. Howard secretary-treasurer. lr. Robin-
son was prineipal of the publiec school and kept that position un-

til he moved away in I908.

The minutes of I906, record a successful performance of the

oratorio, Queen Hsther," on lay Ist and 2nd in the old hall,
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located on the same site as the present llemorial Hall, (I966).
It was directed by Donsld Campbell and was under the sponsorship
of the Dutton Library Board. As a result & substantial sum was
placed in the library treasury.

.In 1908, M.S., Smith was elected chairman of the library board
end held that position until I9II. In the years between I9I2 and %98
I9I9 interest in the library flegged and there seems to be nothing
recorded. A lMiss Love and liss Ada McKillop acted as librarians.

In I920, however, the 1ibrary took a new lease off 1life. A
new Board was formed With Jobn Ford, chairmen, E.a. Tesky, sec-
reflary- treasurer. The Board were, S.C. Kirklend, William Patton,
A.E. Roberts, and C,J. Curtis. Mr. Patton, who was at that time
reeve of Dutton, used his influence to secure the library its first
legislative grant from the Province of $400.00

lrs. Snell was engaged as librarian. lirs. Tesky sometimes acte
ed as librafrian when lrs. Snell was absent.

In 1921, A.E. Roberts became chairman, and A,E, Cantelon ,

S.C. Kirklend, S. Howell, Q.H, Cape, William Patton, J,A. Snell,
and John Ford were Board members, With E.A. Tesky, treasurer.

During 1922, the library, which had been housed in a small room
in the old Dutton hall, moved to new quarters in the Sons of Sco#%ad
land hall while the new Memorial Hall was being built. As soon
as the hall was completed the library was moved into a specially
appointed room in the hall which had been prepared specially for it.
In writing the Dutton Coqncil offered the library free heat, free
rent, free light, and free Janitor service. Inspite of efforts
to break this cont:act by the Dutton Council in 1955, fkixx when th
i they wished to take the room away from the library to be made into
a post office, this held.until January ;st., 1966, when the Elgin
County took over the library. George Walker was the then reeve,

Fortunately the room did not meet the government requirements.
From then on the Dutton Council begrudged the library their room
and felt they should be recompensed for it. However the grants
the library received were so low that it barely covered expenses
and to pay rent was put of question. It is noteworthy that through

the years very few of the members of the Dutton Council ever pat-

ronized the library.



