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EARLY CURLING RINK—With fall fast approaching there is al-
ready talk of curling in the arca. Most of those from this district
who-participate in “the roaring gamc” today belong to Glencoe
Curling Club. But at one time curling was a popular sport played
here in a rink which stood on Mary Street ncar where the swim-
ming pool is now located. One of the winning rinks vears ago.
was the one shown here which consists of, from the Teft. William
Saunders, Clarence (Jobey) Curtis, Jack Graham and R. P. Reck-
ic. Present day curlers will be particularly interested in the
brooms used at that time which appear to be the houschold vari-
ety instead of the special type now used. 7 X
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. On Priday evening, Feb. I5th, 1897, the first new pudlie
hall was opened in Dutton and Dutton became the proud owner of

& building in which the citizens felt more then ordinary pride.
It wae regarded as an architectural ornement to the village and

reflected the enterprising spirzit of the people.

For several years the erection of & public hall hpd bdeen agit-
ated, but it was not until IB86 that matters eassumed a definite
shape. The Council of 1896, after mature delideration, decided to

_submit a by-law to the people <for an appropriation for the smect-

ion of & hall, and at the same time SINK A WELL FOR WATHR. The re-

~ 8ult of the vote showed the ratepayers to be in favour of these im-
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.4 number of plens were submitted, and those submitted by L.puéfy
of London were sccepted. Tenders were called and almost the. last
work of the I896 Counocil was to award the contracts for the hall's
erection. ‘

The new council of I897 were immediately faced with a problem.
The 1896 by-law was found to be defective. The debentures had been

 extended over twenty-five years instesd of twenty. Another by-law

was then submitted to the people and carried by a large u:mw.

rer than the first one. From then on great progress was
- ‘

SR Y A, My s e, comy-
ontg work; N. MeMillan, plastering; Wm. Love, painting and glaz-
ing; J. Biddle, slating; J.B, Crawford, tin and iron. The contracts
were regarded as exceptionally cheap, and the village for an out-
lay of about $3,000 had a building worth at least $3500.

The building itselfwas 32x 60 feet, and on the lower floor was
a commodious room which wae set aside specifically for a library
and reading-room.There were also iwo smaller rooms and a lock-up
with three univiting cells. .

The second fllor was the hall proper, and its auditorium could
seat 400 people. It presented an adtractive appearance with its
elevated seats, lofty ceiling and stage. At the rear of the baild~-
ing was another apartment which would, it was hoped, house in the
future the fire equipment of the village.



was occupied in spite of the inclement weather. There were even
visitors from other places. The chair was oceupied by James Pool,
who made an excellent chairman. In his opening remarks, Mr. Pool
stated that he occupied an enviable position in presiding over
euch a large, intelligent, and goed-looking andience, assembled
for the first time in the new town hall, of whic¢h the ﬁtﬁaﬁm i&
Dutton felt justly premd. ~ = ET w0 [ionbol LB
- o-%he program was very interesting and every number was tﬂ%—-
1y appreciated and heartily applauded. Those taking pm were;
-Misses Bdith James and Birdie Cavers, sopranos;William He :
comic vocalist, all of Dutton. H. Ruthven MeDonald, thwf* (
(telocutionist, London; and Miss Birdie Buchanan, whistling soloist,
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" "'Fi’rst cnéachim '_Societ& Formed ‘ih"'fsc;o.u .

The desire to ercourage piping, dancing, and Scottish sports b rought
ebout the organization of the Dutton Caledonion Society in I890.
Duncan McMillan, en accomplished piper, was thu firstjlhief, and

held that office for a nunber of years. Other members of the first
executive were, James Duncanson, first chief, Hugh McNillan, 2nd chief

John McKay, 3rd chief, A M, McIntyre, treasurer, ande’ DiBlue secretaryy,

| The first games were held in‘August 1890 ‘B feature was a‘competition
between a Dunwich tug-o-ﬂer team “and onerfrom Aldborough, and Southwold,

Members of the Dunwich team were,- T'Kerr, James Bennett s Mitchell

Dan Graham, J Sifton, S Mateer, J Galbreith Klex' Cordo JameS*French,

and Alex McDougald f?f:f;;f5*ui?Vf:zjanfx;uﬁr'i‘

_ At the I893 games one of the closest tug 0~wer’pulls ever recorded waL
| when Dutton and Dunwich teams captained by‘Colin'St Clair Leitch defested
Clencoe. two out of three. Only one inch Seperated the’ two teams ‘in the
fin al pull.eThe local teem on that. occasion consisted of A C.Gordon, Dan
& rahag, T E'Lilly, T Kerr, Alex McDougald, James Bennett Dave Bennet,
Jas, Duncanso'm, and D Black. ‘:v?. 6 1;,«,;,.;: ST R B

The year I393 games wss one of’the most important in the history of the
v8001ety, since in that year Dutton Caledonian,Society carried off the

‘*?World's Fair medal at: Chicago.elt wes considered to be—the—finest tTophy

-’ever pit up for competition amony Caledonians.,The medal set with & large

diamond with

fld mountings cost $250 00 and was ‘Baated’ by tES Bd Fran-
cisco Societv to' he Chicago Caledonian Society for competition gt the
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-Uorld's Fair Caledonian Cames.

The followirg were. the ethletes ‘who b"ought thefcoveteh mwdal to West
Elgin society.-- Gideon Berry, Brussels, F.D.Me&Coll ; Perkhill, M, 0'eil
Ridgetown, George Matheson, Hamilton, Frank Wilson, London, Chas. Curry,



Some of the best athletes in Western Ontario were members of the loca
soclety although they lived a distance from here. This was becsuse sn -
athlete must belong to such an organization in order to compete in the
gemes in the United States, and West Elgin was the only Snciety in
Western Ontario.

Scottish Paper Publicizes Games.

Just how widely publicized are the Caledonian Cames of 1952 was noticed
in & Scottish paper by Miss Alice Blue of Toronto, former Wallacetown
resident, who has been holidaying in the land of the heather which read
"The Scottish Pioneers wgo treked 1500 miles by ox-cart to Elgin County,
Ontario, will be honored in a greast historical pageant to be presented
as part of the Centennial Celebration of Elgin County and the City of
St. Thomas from Aug,4th to aug IOth.

The Selkirk Settlers were Scottish men, who travelled to Canada via
Hudson's Bay and were settled in Selkirk and Red River district of
Manitoba. In I8I7 harassed by hostiie Indians and competing fur traders
they packed their belongings and food supplies and treked the ISOO miles

to the Talbot Settlement.

The Earl and Countess of Elgin will be among the guests at tre .
a
centennial, Elgin County was nemed after the present Earl's Grandfather

in I852 when he was Governor General Of Canada.

Mo, 2 Ko



