DUTTON WOLIEN'S INSTITUTE

Two of our members have been District Oresidents;

I'iss Ilinnie Gow and llrs. 11.G, Graham, and l'rs. ROy WcNeii :

ig atl present firsp Vicefpresident of the West Elgin Dietrict,
True, noﬁ all are capable of filling the president's chair,

. hey
but each can help in g&@&r own small way,forlin the last ana-

lysis, the success or fallure of an institute depends entirely
on the efforts of each individual member., Mistakes are bound
to be made and small discords creep into the work, but if we

keep our faces to the sun, the shadowscwill fall behind.

The Dutton Women's Institute is indebted to Mrs. Garfield Rogs

for the research, assembling and writing of this article.




(4

NEW YORK — (NEA) —
Anniversaries of ordinary per-
sons may be milestones in
their lives. When a ruling
monarch observes an anniver-
sary, it is a signpost in a coun-
try’s history.

This, especially, is true of
Great Britain where the often
questioned role of the
monarchy in today’s scheme
still reaches into every nook
and cranny of the United
Kingdom and the dozen Com-
monwealth countries still as-
sociated with Britain.

Much has happened to the
world and the United
Kingdom since the young
Princess Elizabeth was told
by her husband, the Duke of
Edinburgh, that her father,
King George VI, had died. The
young couple was vacationing

at Tree-tops in Kenya’s Aber- .

dare Forest when she learned
Feb. 6, 1972, that she was
Queen.

A thanksgiving service with
members of the royal family
at the Royal Chapel in Wind-
sor Great Park Feb. 6 this
year marked the 25th anniver-
sary of her reign — the Silver
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II.

Millions in North America
via TV followed the pomp and
circumstance of her corona-
tion on a brilliantly blue-sky
day June 2, 1953.

And, Great Britain and the
world are cranking up a
summer of Silver Jubilee
hoopla. For example, the
“Today” show will follow the
royal party, skim the coun-
tryside and visit the pubs for a
cross-section view of her sub-
ject’s mood to telecast June 6-
10.

One thing is certain, a lagg-
ing economy brings an under-
current of soberness to the
event. In fact, Queen
Elizabeth II ‘‘asked there
should be no undue expen-
diture in connection with her
Silver Jubilee.”” The Duke of
Edinburgh, in an article in
The Sunday Mirror, noted
“‘that Britain’s situation was a
sobering experience for all
who came out of the war with
high hopes and boundless
enthusiasm.

‘‘High rates of unemploy-
ment, falling living standards
for many, falling exports,
frightening increases in cen-
tral and local government
costs and the embarrassing
situation of having to borrow
large sums of money from
other nations are not the most
auspicious circumstances for
a jubilee year.

“Yet; it may well be that
this experience is what we
needed to bring us all back to
a greater sense of reality.”

From the extensive number

of -events planned from city to.

hamlet — including the
lighting June 6 of a chain of
bonfires all over the British
Isles followed by oxen roasts,
pageants, opening of parks,
parades, regattas and such —
it is obvious the English are
enthusiastic about the Silver

‘. .. Reign over all of us . .l

QUEEN ELIZABETH II wearing the Imperial State Crown

and holding the Orb and Sceptre following her coronation in
Westminster Abbey, June 2, 1953. Photo by Cecil Beaton.

Jubilee. :

Interestingly, Queen
Elizabeth II is only the 13th of
the 40 English monarchs since
the Norman conquest to have
earned a silver jubilee by hav-
ing reigned for 25 years or
more.

George 111, the American
colonists’ nemesis, had a 50-
year jubilee in 1809. Queen
Victoria had two anniver-
saries — 50 years in 1887 and a
diamond anniversary 10 years
later. i

Queen Elizabeth I1has the
distinction of celebrating the
first jubilee since the 1935
silver jubilee of her grand-
father, King George V.
Because of the intervéning
World War II, the country did
not observe the 10th or 15th
anniversary of her father,

George VI's, reign.

This silver jubilee already
is not without incident.
Labour MPs were angered to
learn that an increase in the
Queen’s Civil List allowance
had slipped through last year.
The amount of 265,000 pounds
raised her allowance from 1.4
million pounds to 1,665,000
pounds and others in the
Royal Family also received
extra money.

The poem written by Sir
John Betjeman, poet laureate,
to celebrate the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee was called
‘“banal.”

And, hucksters are having a
field-day with souvenirs,
much to the dismay of the
more tonservatively minded.
For example, there are
jubilee socks, jubilee tee-

“In a few years there will be only
five kings in the world — the king of
England and the four kings in a pack
of cards”’— King Farouk I of Egypt,
before he was deposed in 1952.

How close has this prophecy come?
Sovereigns remaining in western Europe include:
-Baudouin | of Belgium; Queen Margrethe |l of
Denmark; Prince Franz Joseph |l of Liechtenstein;
Grand Duke Jean of Luxembourg; Prince Rainier
Il of Monaco; Queen Juliana of the Netherlands;

King Olav V of Norway; King Juan Carlos | of
Spain; King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden. '

shirts, jubilee-patched jeans,
jubilee mugs;*jubilee spoons,
jubilee thermometers, jubilee
glasses — whatever turns the
collector on. Many of these
are dubbed shoddy while
leading ceramic, silver and
crystal manufacturers such as
Spode, Wedgwood, A.T. Can-
non offer the'royal symbols in
a more elegant vein.

it is too early to know
whether history will see 1977
as a turning point in the
course of events for the
United Kingdom. Queen Vic-
toria’s Diamond Jubilee in
1897 is called a marker of the
zenith and splendid isolation
of the old British Empire.
George V’s Silver Jubilee in
1935 was a time of rejoicifig
“over the nation’s survival of
the storms of the previous 25
years, a brief fanfare between
movements in the music of
time."”’

Royal observers do know,
though, that the intervening 25
years since her accession as
titular head of the United
Kingdom, this small, sensible
hard-working woman,
counselor to prime ministers,
mother of four, horsewoman,
dog lover, has become a well-
rounded individual, admired
and loved by her subjects.

—Aileen Snoddy

(NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN.)

Queen
Elizabeth II's
Family Tree

‘The Queen is the
40th monarch since
the Norman con-
quest. She is fourth
in descent /from
Queen Victoria, and
tenth from the Elec- -
tress Sophia of Han-
over, the root of title
to the throne under
the ‘Act of Settle-
ment of 1701.

She also is a de-
scendant of Harold
I, the last of the
Anglo - Saxon kings,
whom William con-
quered and killed at
Hastings; so is the
Duke of Edinburgh.
- She is 38th in line
from Alfred the
Great which takes
her pedigree ‘in- di-
rect male line to the
god Woden, in Norse
Odin. In Scottish
monarchy she is the
13th in descent from
Mary Queen of
Scots. From her
Welsh roots she is
23rd through Henry
Tudor, in line from
Liewellyn-ap-
Gruffyd, Prince of all
Wales.
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