
Scarecrow 
Do-Si-Do! 

The 155th annual Rodney-Aldborough 
Agricultural Fair was held Sept. 18 - 20 at 
the Rodney Fair Grounds. Sunny skies were 
a blessing as fair-goers enjoyed farm games, • 
tractor pulls, a demolition derby, and many 
rides and carnival games. The fair MC was 
Dale Peters, and the fair was opened Sept. 
18 with some words from Steve Peters, MP, 
Graham Warwick, West Elgin Mayor and 
Elgin County Warden, and Duncan 
McPhail. 

Many awards were presented: Grace 
Campbell, President of the Elgin County 
Women'sDistrictpresentedNancyMcGregor 
with the Women of Excellence Fair Award. 
Ebba Schmid won the Grand Champion 
Quilt prize, and the winner of the class nine 
in accumulating the most points was Mavis 
Bedford with over 66 entries in the craft 
divison. f .... 
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·Crinan W.l. celebrates 90 years 
-Submitted ~~..XC"f 

On Oct. 8, 16ladies from the Crinan W.I. travelled 
to the Golden Gryphon Restaurant owned by Jeff and 
Angie Giles, for an evening of Medieval dining to 
celebrate the branch's 90th anniversary. 

We were greeted by our hostess Angie ("Lady of the 
Manor") who presented our president Nancy 
McGregor with a crown and robe to at as Queen for 
the evening. We were then escorted to the large dining 
areas where we were seated on wooden benches at a 
long wooden table with the "Queen" at the bead. • 

The room was traditionally atmospheric of medi
eval times in the 1500's with the decor consisting of a 
coat of arms, swords, suits of armor, etc. around the 
room. 

The "Queen" bought the court to order and an In 
Memoriam reading and candle lighting was per
formed by Norma McGill and Sharon Gilchrist. We 
jointly sung the Institute Ode and repeated the Mary 
Stewart Collect before the "Lady of the Manor'' gave 
a brief recitation and enlightened us with some ''rules" 
of the manor. 

After grace was read by Mary Howard, our meal 

~gan with bowls of delicious leek and potato soup, 
followed by large platters being passed filled with 
roasted potatoes, chicken, beef, carrots and green , 
beans. 

While dining, we listened to medieval music and 
were favoured with a song performed by two children 
of the manor, ages 9 and II, (daughters of the hostess) 
dressed in traditional fashion of the times which was 
a delight for all present The hostess also favoured us 
with a selection. The meal concluded with coffee and 
tea, cheesecake and platters of fruit. 

"Queen" Nancy thanked Angie for being a gracious 
· hostess for our dinner before Lois Carroll read a poem 
about W.I. composed by the late Muriel Carroll. 
"Queen" Nancy read a summary of special anniversa
ries, and accomplishments over the years from 1919, 
including several letters received from soldiers over
seas, thanking the Crinan W.I. for"items sent to them 
during the war. 

On behalf of the W.l., Annie lsobel Tait presented 
Norma McGill with a gift in honour of the recent 
move to Caledonia Gardens in Dutton before cards 
were signed by everyone to. be sent to past members 

who were unable to join us for the evening. 
Our celebrations ended with individual photos being taken in the 

"Qu~n 's" chair as well as a group photo bringing a very enjoyable 
everung to a close. 



Ju[y, 2009 

'Dear 

Crinan 'Women's Institute 
1919- 2009 

It is go years since tfie inception of tfie Crinan 'Women's Institute, a hrancfi of tfie 
:feaeratecf"Women's Institute of Ontario. Jfow exciti11£J it wouli£ 6e for tfie four 
found111£J mem6ers to k.now tfiat tfirOUf]Fi tfieir initiative tfie Crinan hrancfi is sti£[ 
active totfay . 

.J\s a cefehration for tfiis anniversary tfie current mem6ers Fiave "''1ttU[e pfans for 
mem6ers and former mem6ers to experience ":No6[e Styfe" dini11£J at tfie Golden 
Grypfion Jfa{[ wcated on 'I'ait 's 'Rif. Gfencoe, fo«owed by entertainment. 71ie aate of tfiis 
cefehration is Octo6er 8'", 2009 at 5:30p.m. 

.J\s a former mem6er we wisfi to exteru£ an invitation to you to atteru£ tfiis event witfi 
us. 7fie cost per person wi£[ 6e $10.00 p[us $3.00 for tfie eratuity, paya6[e to our 
secretary by Septem6er 17'". 

'We do fiope you wi£[join us as we cefehrate go years in 'Women's Institute. 'Pfease 
'R..S.'Y.'P to Sfiaron Gifcfi.rist (Secretary) at 519-768-2501 ('R.. 'R.. 1, 'West Lome, :No£ 2'Po) by 
Septem6er 17; and if you pfan to attend remit your payment (cfieques yaya6[e to Crinan 
'Women's Institute) to Sharon. Tlianks! 

Yours in 'W.I. 

:Nancy :McGregor 
'President 



CRINAN WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
gorn ANNIVERSARY CELE'BRATION 

OCTGBE'R 8. 2009 

1. I Yll Me-rn.or~C~ L~tAilif- Norm.cv McGilL & Shat-orv 
Gilchru,t-

4 . V~ 

'I'OP 'TO 'BO'I'T'O:M: :Mary :J{uker, Annie Iso6e{'I'ait, :Norma :McGi{f: Jackie Leitcli, Lois 
Carro{f: Sharon Gi{cfirist, :Nancy :McGregor, Grace :McGart{ant{ Pam Stewart, 
Rose :Mc:Murcfiy, Catherine J{aywart{ :Mary J{owarc{, jean jamieson, :frances, 
:McCa{{um, Joanne 'Beer, :Marie 'Be{[ 



THROUGH THE YEARS- CRINAN W.l. 
By Nancy McGregor 

October 8, 2009 

In my reviewing of the history of our institute I would like to particularly 

bring to your attention the accomplishment of the members throughout the 

years. I am using for my information source the anniversary write ups that 

are stored in the Tweedsmuir History books. 

In the 25th anniversary summary the writer speaks of the Red Cross work 

that the women of the community undertook during the First World War. At 

the conclusion of the war they decided not to disband but to continue on as 

a Women's Institute branch. 

In the course of the first 25 years money earned was contributed to the 

church for linen covers on the Communion table (the old ones been made 

into bandages for the war), a baptismal bowl and coal oil stove were also 

purchased for the church. Also, money was raised to build a fence around 

the Simpson's cemetery. 

The 40th celebration was held on April16, 1959 with the installation of the 

officers for the year. The President for that year was Mrs. D.B. McCallum. 

The roll call was "Sing, say, do or pay". Lorne, Harold and George Carroll 

sang "Flow Gently Sweet Afton" and Mrs. J. Andrews told about Indians 

and displayed some Indian work. Birthday cake was served for lunch with 

Mrs. G. Carroll and Mrs. M.B. McColl pouring tea. 

In June 1965 the rural schools were closed and the elementary age 

children were to be bus'd to a new central school. The W.l. was feeling the 

need for a community centre so kept and eye on the pending auctions of 

the local schools. Prior to the auctions a community auction was held in 

Mclarty's field adjoining the church. A sum of approximately $550 was 



raised in preparation for the selling of a school. In Dec. 1965 the Union #3 

Aldborough and Dunwich School was purchased for $800. The piano was 

also purchased. President during that time was Mrs. Jean Jamieson. 

The soth anniversary was held at the Community Centre on April19, 1969. 

A short program followed a pot luck supper and social evening. The 

birthday cake was cut by Mrs. Grace McColl the only child of the first 

Crinan W.l. president- Mrs. J.C. McMillan. Laura McAlpine sang 2 solos 

and Stewart Mcintyre played some violin numbers. A skit was performed by 

Mrs. Douglas McMurchy and Mrs. Harold Carroll. Gifts of jewellery were 

presented to 2 chartered members Mrs. George Carroll and Mrs. James 

Andrews. About 1 00 were in attendance. 

Noted accomplishments in this write up were the making of Cancer pads 

for the cancer clinic in Dutton, active Red Cross work during W.W. 11 , (22 

solders and 1 nurse from this area were remembered with boxes during the 

war years). Mention the letters donations to the Memorial Hospital and St. 

TEGH, working in the Tuck Shop at Elgin Manor and Beattie Haven. 

Donations to many needy causes, bus trips and so on . . Also, noted was 

that the Tweedsmuir book was started in 1947, 

The 70th Anniversary in 1989 makes note of other activities during the '80's 

including the wiener roast and fireworks displays on Victoria Day, the 

Halloween Party held near or on the 31 st of October, card parties at the 

Community centre, the annual summer picnic and 4H clubs for young 

women sponsored by the W.l. , sewing classes, exhibits at the local fairs 

etc. etc. We also sponsor a candidate each year for the Rodney fair and 

should note that Nicole Jamieson was winner of the contest in 1993 and 

Charlene Carroll as Ambassador of the fair in 1997 who went on to win the 

Miss CNE title in 1998. 



2003 was a big year for the Community Centre Board and the Crinan W.l. 

That was the year that we received a Trillium grant that enabled us to 

renovate the building's electrical works, kitchen renovations, bathroom 

installation, building ramp and other smaller repairs while maintaining the 

school house ambiance. And then in 2008 we were able to connect the 

facility to the municipal water line that has made the building that much 

more pleasurable to use. 

The aoth and 85th Anniversary celebration~ were held on April 22, 1999 and 

April21 , 2004. These events were both held at the Community Centre with 

special guests from the district, the municipality and sister branches. The 

members provided the guests with a lively program. Georgina Livingstone 

had the pleasure of cutting the cake in 1999 as she was the oldest 

members present (65 years) DID YOU KNOW WE HAD A CHOIR BACK 

THEN? 

And now another 1 0 years have passed and we are here celebrating our 

goth. What an accomplishment? We presently have 12 paid members and 

several adherents who are so valuable to our existence. I have only 

touched on a few of the highlights over the years. I feel that those ladies 

that took the initiative in 1919 to form a Crinan W.l. would be impressed 

that through the years their vision has been maintained through the 

commitment, enjoyment and love of Women's Institute. 



IN MEMORIAM- 90th ANNIVERSARY 

The first regular meeting of the Crinan Women's Institute was held at the home of 
Mrs. Maggie McEachran on May 19, 1919 with 17 ladies present. Mrs. John C. 

McMillan was president and Mrs. Greta Carroll, secretary treasurer. These 2 ladies 
along with Sarah McPherson and Mary Andrews were the ones noted as the Crinan 

W.I. founders. 

As we think back 90 years and all those members that have gone on before us, let us 
pause and reflect in remembrance of them. 

Lighting of Candle followed by a Moment of Silence 

SHE IS GONE! 

You can shed tears that she is gone 
or you can smile because sbe bas lived. 

You can close your eyes and pray that she'll come back 
or you can open your eyes and see all she's left. 

Your heart can be empty because you can't see her 
or you can be full of tbe love you shared. 

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday 
or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday. 

You can remember ber and only that she's gone 
or you can cberisb ber memory and let it live on. 

You can cry and close your mind, 
be empty and turn your back 

or you can do what she'd want: 
smile, open your eyes, love and go on. 

-Author Unknown --



We y- erne.rn be~ .. · · · · 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
MARGARET KATHLEEN 

McLARTY 

BORN 
in Yarmouth Township 
on February 23, 1919 

DIED 
in St. Thomas, Ontario 
on December 29,2006 

FUNERAL SERVICE 
Argyle Presbyterian Church, Crinan 
Tuesday, January 2, 2007 at 1 pm 

Rev. H. Appel officiating 

INTERMENT 
Gillies Cemetery 

Arrangements entrusted to 
Padfield Funeral Homes 

In Laving Memory Of 

Muriel (McPherson) Carroll 
Beloved Wife af the LAte 

Harold M. Carroll 

Born 

Tuesday, June 28,1921 
Aldborough Township, Ontario 

Died 

Friday, May 30, 2008 
St. Thomas, Ontario 

FuneralSeroice 

Argyle Presbyterian Church, Crinan 
Tuesday, June 03, 2008 

1:30pm 

Ofjicillting 

Rev. Hugh Appel 

Interment 

Oakland Cemetery 
Van Heck Funeral Home Limited 
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