The T.orne Carroll Farm

The Carroll farm is located at the SW %+ of Lot 7, concession
A of Aldborough., The first known settler was Godfrey Montgomery
who died in 1877, The succeeding owners were- John Montgomery,
James and Martha Pool, Puncen Campbell in 1898, and Colin
Campbell in 1903, Tn 1938 Colin Campbellhad his barn burnt down.
The present owners are Lois mand Lorne Carroll who purchased the
farm in 1948,

Ausu 1977

This od’agor\a\ born is Similar to one skl sfanding on
the Fitak  Rakeo farm.The barn has become an en-
d&“ge‘red spe cies in  rural Southwestern Owtario. quns
are o  genuine part of our folk  architecture .




Threshing bee recalled

By H. B. DISBROWE
for The Free Press

While driving along a rural sideroad the other day, I
stopped to watch a.combine at work. The great ma-
chine moved ponderously across the field, cutting a
wide swath of ripe grain. A stream of golden kernels
flowed into the hopper at its top, and behind it, as it
moved along, it left a neat windrow of crumpled straw.

1t was controiled by a solitary man seated comfort-
ably in a glass-enclosed cab, from which issued the
sound of radio music. He, with the aid of this compli-
cated machine, was accomplishing what in my distant’
boyhood days would have required the exertions of
several teams of horses and a dozen men.!

This lone farmer seated in his mammoth machine,
whose cost would have sufficed to purchase a 200-hun-
dred-acre farm 60 years ago, somehow symbholized the
impersonality that characterizes modern life . . . even
on the farm. In the rural Ontario of bygone years
threshing was a community enterprise . . . a social oc-
casion that was enjoyed by all who had a part in it.

In the unsophisticated early days of this century, the
arrival of the threshers at the farm was an exciting
event. The big engine came down tthe road puffing and
clanking, and emitting clouds of smoke and steam. Be-
hind it, in tandem, it towed the red grain separator
with its myriad pulleys and belts, and the sloshing gur-
gling tank-wagon. G

It pulled into the yard and stopped; in the sudden si-
lence one could hear the hiss of escaping steam and
smell the odors of hot oil and wood smoke. But the si-
lence was short-lived, for the crew, climbing down
from their various perches, proceeded with much
shouting back and forth, to set the machine. ;

The separator was unhitched and turned around, and
then pushed backwards up the ramp into the harn by
the puffing laboring engine. Next, the engine was
backed down the slope and brought to a level position

“by backing the rear traction wheels onto a sturdy plat-
form constructed of old railroad ties. Then the big rub-
ber and canvas belt was unrolled, and one end slipped
onto the flywheel of the engine; the other was attached
to the drive-pulley of the separator. The crossed belt

. was tightened by cautiously backing the engine, which
was chocked into positon when the right degree of taut-
ness was attained. J
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While this was going on the exchange hands drifted -

in from the neighboring farms; as they arrived they
were assigned to their work stations. Most were sent to
the mow to pass down the sheaves; but one was sent to
the platform to feed them into the machine, and two
were designated to carry away the grain as it came
from the separator. The job of steering the straw-
blower, an easy task, was usually given to the hoy of
the family. The farm owner, in conformance with con-
vention, claimed the least-favored assignment, the suf-
focating unpleasant task of spreading the straw in the
dusty confines of the straw shed.

When all was ready, a couple of sharp toots of the
whistle warned everyone that work was about to start,
The engine chugged purposefully, and the drive belt
slapped a few times as it gathered speed. The various
pulleys, belts and conveyors started to revolve; then
sieves began to shake, the bandcutters flashed, and a
blast of air came from the blower-pipe. When the
sounds converged into a purposeful rumble, the separ-
ator attendant signalled that threshing could com-
mence.

The engineer responded with a short whistle-blast,
and the platform map started to lay sheaves onto the
conveyor that fed them head-first into the maw of the
separator. The whirling-blades of the bandcutters
severed the twine bands of the sheaves, and the ma-
chine growled protestingly-as they went through the
cylinder and were stripped of ‘their kernels: :

Down through the roaring, qwaking machine went
the mixture of straw grain and chaff. The straw was
sucked up and blasted out through the biower-pipe into
the straw shed. The grain and chaff passed over a
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succession of shaking sieves that separated them, and
permitted the grain to pour from the side of the ma-
chine into the waiting one-bushel containers, As each
was filled, it was whisked away to the granary and
emptied into a bin. As the carrier returned with the
empty container, he paused at the granary door to put
a mark on the tallv-board.

As the men settled into the work, they instinctively
adopted a rhythmic pattern of motion that kept the
sheaves flowing at a pace that kept the separator oper-
ating at optimum capacity. All the while, the separator
man moved around and over the whirling pulleys and
belts to perform his duties, He filled and adjusted
grease cups, applied belt dressing, and kept a sharp
eye out for real or potential trouble. :

At the engine, the engineer kept busy firing the boil-
er. The fuel, supplied by the farmer, consisted of old
fence rails and pine stumps, of which there seemed an
inexhaustible supply. These items were cut into
lengths to fit the firebox by means of a circular saw at-
tached to one of the tender boxes on the rear platform
of the engine. It was driven by a short belt that con-
nected it to a small pulley attached to the flywheel.
Throughout the day the high-pitched z-i-n-g of the saw
could be heard as the engine man cut the wood to feed
the voracious firebox.

If the farm possessed an ample water supply, water
from the boiler was obtained from the farm well; oth-
erwise it had to be hauled from a convenient pond or
stream. Supplying it was the farmer’s responsibility,
and a man and team were dispatched for this purpose
from time to time. Sometimes, while they were away
on this errand, the water supply ran low, and the engi-
neer would let loose frantic short blasts of the whistle
to signal the man on the tank-wagon to hurry back
with the fresh supply.

While the threshers went about their work, all was
bustle and chatter at the house, as the women pre-
pared to feed the hands. Providing good meals for the
threshers was a rural tradition, and each housewife
did her best to uphold the standard expected of her.

A prodigious amount of roasting and baking was
done in preparation for the annual epicurean rite.
When the tables were ready they literally sagged un-
der their burden of food — huge platters of meat and
pitchers of brown gravy; bowls of mashed potatoes,
peas, and carrots; plates of sliced tomatoes, cookies,
cake, and homemade bread; as well as numerous
kinds of pie, pickles and preserves, and great pitchers
of tea and coffee, occupied all available space.

In the backyard, the family washtubs were set up on
trestles and filled with water. Bars of brown soap were
laid out, and fresh towels draped conveniently over
fence or clothesline. When all was ready, a wave of the
hand to the engineer brought in response a prolonged
shrill wail of the whistle that halted the flow of
sheaves from the mow and brought the work to a halt.

After allowing a few minutes to clear the separator,
the engine was shut down, and the clattering belts and ,
pulleys slowed down and stopped. In the unaccustomed
stillness, the voices of the men sounded unnaturally
loud as they climbed down from their work stations
and made their way to the house. At the water tubs,
there was a tremendous amount of hawking, blowing,
and snorting, as the men washed the dust and grime
from arms and faces before going in and seating them-
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-selves at the table.

All was concentration as the hungry men set to.
There was little to be heard but the clatter of knives
and forks as the platters were emptied and replen-
ished again and again by the hovering women. But, as
appetites were appeased, the pace slowed down, and
thgi‘e was talk and good-natured laughter around’the
table.

Afterwards the men drifted outside for more talk
and to smoke, before returning to work; or, if at day’s
end; to their respective homes for evening chores. And
thus the job went on from day to day, the outfit moving
from one farm to another, until all were threshed out.




During the 20th century, ma-
chines have changed and the
| methods of using them have
also changed. g

Examples of both develop-
ments lie in the source of pow-
er used on the farm, from ani-
mal to steam engine, followed
by gas, and later, diesel pow-

er,

The moldhoard plow has also
been the target of changes.

This plow, one of the oldest
tillage tools known to man, re-
mains the most important pri-
mary tillage implement de-
spite the fact that for certain
crops and certain conditions no
advantages in its use can be
easily seen.

The functions of plowing are
to prepare a desirable seed-
| bed; to control weeds; to in-
| corporate surface residue into
the soil; to kill insects that
may otherwise survive; to mix
the soil so that the nutrients
are well distributed.

In the past, when this coun-
try was first being settled, the
land was worked into shape
with the farmer using a yoke
of oxen pulling a sharpened
tree root.

He then attempted to level
this rough plowing job by us-
ing his oxen to pull tree
branches over the few acres he
had tilled.

His farm was small, likewise
his income.

Several years later, farming
and its machiner had ad-
vanced to the point where
horses were used to pull a sin-
gle- or double-furrow steel
plow.

Most senior citizens can eas-
ily remember this later combi-
_nation._because of the many
damaged ribs the plowman re-
ceived from this method.

In the early part of this cen-
tury, large heavy tractors pull-
ing heavy trail-type plows with
many wheels, levers and pow-

_er lifts were introduced. This
combination produced good
work hut with limited output.

Soon after this world was
plunged into the First World

War. During those trying
years much of the world en-
countered food shortages, es-
pecially the British Isles.

Harry Ferguson took on the
task of seeing what could be
done to increase farm produc-
tion and at the same time pro-
duce it at a lower cost.

He realized that the first ma-
jor changes would have to take
place in the design of farm
equipment.

In 1922, Mr. Ferguson had
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“Plow remains most important farm tool

- Despite refinements, its function’s unchanged

Modern plowing equipment and methods are a far cry from the

long-ago days of the pioneer, when some farmers plowed with a

sharpened tree root pulled by oxen. Today, high horsepower trac-
tors pull 10-bottom plows with ease.

the first working model which
introduced a new method of
farming and was to later revo-
lutionize the design of farm
tractors and their implements
throughout the world.

This unit was a lightweight
steel moldboard plow which
could be attached to most trac-
tors by means of a mechanical

_three-point linkage.

This plow had no wheels or
power lifts and was raised and
lowered by means of a hand-
operated lever.

This unit was sold in quan-
tites in many countries. It be-
came so popular that in 1936
Harry Ferguson marketed his
famous system using hydrau-
lic controls in several coun-
tries. This was incorporated
into a lightweight tractor using
a line of lightweight equip-
ment.

This was the first time a far-
mer could plow his fields with
a truly self-propelled unit.

The plows were mainly 10
inch models with a few heing
of the 12 inch variety. These

one- and two-furrow plows had

ane-piece moldboards de-
signed to be used at speeds of
around two and one-half miles
per hour.

In the early 1950’s, larger
farms came into being and
farm help became scarce. For
this reason it was necessary to
make a change to more power-
ful tractors pulling larger
plows, ususally of the three-
furrow type. S

Sales at this time changed to
approximately 50 per cent 10
inch frames and 50 per cent 12
inch frames.

Again in the late ’50’s with
still larger farms, it was nec-
essary to have tractors pulling
four- and five-furrow plows.

At this time problems began
to arise. The industry had
moved so far away from the
original light-weight tractor
that now with the heavy units
the farmers encountered twist-
ing and damage occurring to

the plow when obhstructions
such as stones were encoun-

_ tered in the field.

Elaborate shear pin and
spring trip moldboard assem-
blies were introduced with ex-
cellent results. At this same
time a new crop was becoming
very popular—corn.

A high percentage of plows
incorporated safety heams and
12 inch and 14 inch frames, so
that corn stover could be cov-
ered better. These plows had
the high-wear areas of the
moldboard designed as a re-
placement part.

The most recent change to
take place in the ’60’s is the
switch to tractors with from 70
to 100 horsepower.

This kind of power, depend-
ing on the type of soil being
farmed, handles from six- to
eight-furrow plows.

This new size of plow has too
great a length and too great a
weight to successfully operate
as a fully mounted plow.
Therefore the swing is to semi-
mounted design.




