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1897 We Treasure the Past - We Face the Future 1947

Superintendents Through The Years

Mr. J. I. HODSON Dr. G. C. CREELMAN MR. G. A. PUTNAM Miss M. MCDERMAND
1897-1899 1899-1904 1904-1934 1934-1939

Through the years much of the strength
of the Women’s Institute movement has been
derived from the splendid leadership given
by those who have been Superintendents of
the Institutes Branch. In the early days, the
Women’s Institutes came under the Farmers’
Institute Branch, and Mr. Hodson and Dr.
Creelman were superintendents of that
Branch. Mr. Putnam was the first of the
Superintendents of the Women’s Institute
Branch, and he was followed by Miss M.
McDermand, Miss Mary A. Clarke and the
present incumbent of the office, Miss Anna P.
Lewis, all of whom are shown on this page.
Miss MARY A. CLARKE Miss ANNA P. LEWIS Mrs.' Cameron Dow_hgs Even splendid

1939-1945 1945- leadership to the Dominion movement as
President of the Federated Women’s Insti-
tutes of Canada.

Mrs. Laura Rose Stephen was the first
lecturer for Women’s Institutes appointed by
the Ontario Department of Agriculture, and
rendered great service in building the organi-
zation in its early days.

Macdonald Institute, shown below, came
into being as a women’s department of the
0.A.C. through the efforts of the Women’s
Institutes and the keen interest of Mrs.
Adelaide Hoodless, who persuaded Sir Wil-
liam Macdonald to make a grant of $200,000
towards its establishment.

MRgs. CAMERON Dow Jupce EmILY MURPHY

Judge Emily Murphy,
one of the outstanding
women of Canadian life,
was the first Presi-
dent of the Federated
Women’s Institutes of
Canada, which came
into being in the year
1919.

MRs. LAURA ROSE STEPHEN MACDONALD INSTITUTE
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Who started WI

By SUZANNE KILPATRICK
Spectator Staff q q 5¢)

Was it a man or a woman
who founded the world’s larg:
est women’s rural organiza-
tion?

Should Adelaide Hoodless or
Erland Lee get the honors for
starting the first Women’s In-
stitute in Stoney Creek in
1897?

It depends, it seems,
who tells the story.

The dispute  confinues as
members prepare to cele-
brate the 75th anniversary of
the founding on Feb. 19.

The dispute appears to be a
question of women’s rights —
ironic because the world-wide
orgamization, the Associated
Country Women of the World,
certainly cannot be classified
as a group fxghtmg for wom-
en’s rights.

In actual fact, Mrs. Hood-
less and Mr. Lee hoth played
major roles in the founding of
the first WI. To the more
peace-loving WI members
they are known as the co-
founders. But Lee supporters
and Hoodless supporters re-
main adamant.

Whether one or the other
was the founder, or they were
co-founders, amounts to a
fine point of interpretation.
The story of the founding
goes like this.

In 1897, the South Wen-
tworth Farmers’ Institute was
a flourishing society. Each

ear the institute held a lad-

’ night when the only con-
cess&bn was to have a bit of
music on the program, a vo-
cal solo and & pienoc instru-
menta‘lem'lz)h}e provincial de-
partm agriculture sup-
plied men speakers, on re-
quest, to talk on agnculbumal
subjects.

When the program comnut-
tee met that year, Mr.
the secretary boldly suggest-
ed they invite a woman to
speak for their ladies’ night
program.

The woman in question was
Mrs. Hoodless of Hamilton,
whoﬂl;;nd lﬁsg egdg;o-%ear old-
son throug of impure
milk. She claimed she phad
been 1mproperly informed
and because of the tragedy
she sﬂnved to have domestic
science taught to girls in high
schools. Her cause had led:
her to speak at a farmers’

tuﬁ at the Ontarip Agri-
College. in . Guelph

on

where Mr. Lee heard her. Al-
though he was determined to
have Mrs. Hoodless speak on
ladies’ night, his institute col-
leagues would not hear of it.
A woman’s place, they ar-
gued, was in the home — not
on a public platform,

And so it was agreed at the
committee meeting to have
their regular government
speaker address them. The
question on what item ¢to

- have on the program for lad-

ies’ night, the members left
in trust to Mr. Lee.

He then extended a person-
al invitation to Mrs. Hoodless
to speak at the meeting.

Successful
As chairman for the even-
ing Mr. Lee was successful in
his plot. He managed to both
liberate the women and pull a
coup over his chauvinist col-
leagues.

But if there were red faces

in the crowd that night the

reddest must have hel

to the governmenf s er

who preceded Mrs. Hoodless *

with his topic — the Feeding
of Calves. During her speech
she said there was a need for
women to be informed on the
care and feeding of infants.
Irtlsattmspomtmthe sto-
ry that opinions differ. Miss
Mar]orne Lee of Hamilton
(Mr. Lee’s daughter), who

. wrote a history of the found-

ing, claims her father was so
impressed by Mrs. Hoodless’
comment on the need for
women to be informed that
after he thaned her, he
asked how many women
would attend if he called a
meeting to organize a Wom-

eén's Institute. All 30 women

present stood, Miss Lee’s re-
port says.

However, Mrs. J. McKin-
ley Morden, 95, the only liv-
ing charter member now a
resident of a Burlington nurs-
ing home, claims this is not
true.

Mrs. Morden, who was 20
when she attended the ladies’
night meeting, says Mrs.
Hoodless suggested it would

o

75 years ago"

' Creek, secretary

be a good idea if the women

had an organization like the
Farmers’ Institute. This
suggestion, Mrs. Morden
says, was made during her
speech.

However, Mrs. Morden
concedes the dispute is “silly
and foolish” because Mr. Lee
also was invelved in it. “It’s
the 100 women who attended

the first meetmg who should
get the credit. If those wom-
en hadn’t taken hold of it
there wouldn’t have been a
Women’s Institute today.
They are the ones who made
it a success.”

In any case, an organiza-
tional meeting was scheduled
for Feb. 19 with Mrs. Hood-
less as guest speaker. Mr.
Lee and his wife became the
first public relations people
forrdm?)f Vt‘geby Spreading the
WO! coming m;eetmg
driving around the area in a
cutter.
d'I‘he ;Len still opposed the
idea women organizing.
Comments of the day were:

-“Oh, well, let them start. It

won’t last long without a man
to run it.”

The organizational meeting
was held with 100 women and
Mr. Lee attending. He was
named chairman with Mrs.
Hoodless as honorary presi-
dent. Mrs. E. D. Smith of Wi-
nona was president, Miss
Margaret Nash, Stoney
and Mrs.
John McNeally, Stoney Creek,
treasurer.

Objections
The constitution, similar to
that of the Farmers’ Insti-

tute, was written by the Lees .

over the objections of hus-
bands who said the WI would
cost money. “Let’s put the
fee at 25 cents a year,” Mrs.
Lee said. Over another sneer-
ing remark — “Let them try
it. A1l women fight and it will
break up” — Mrs. Lee said:
“We’ll start with the Lord’s
Prayer. That should put s in
a good frame of mind.”’

At the first meeting the or-

ganization = was ca]led the
Women’s department of the
Farmers’ Institfute of South
Wentworth.

But at the next meeting it
was changed to the Women’s
Institute of Saltfleet Town-
ship. Then, finally, when oth-
er branches were organized
in the township, the original
group became the Stoney
Creek Women’s Institute.

Mrs. Hoodless always took
an interest in the WI and was
invited to speak to them
many times. On one occasion,
she and her husband were in-
vited for the presentation of
the new pins inscribed with/
the motto: For Home and

Country. Mr. Hoodless was
asked fo present the first pin
hlSWlf as a mark of the

WI's esteem ‘‘for the woman
who gave other women cour-
age to speak in public.”
Since that time when rural
women were liberated and
encouraged fo meet  (their

only other outing was church |

on Sundays), the Women’s In-
stitute has spread to 64 coun-
tries around the world and
has six and a half million
members.

Whether WI branches m
other parts of Camnada and
throughout the world . haﬂ‘
Mrs. Hoodless or Mr. Lee as
the founder is unknown. :

But as recently as Decem- |
ber last year, an advertise-
ment placed in a Toronto |
newspaper in connection with |
the founding of a department
store there proclaimed Mrs. |
Hoodless as the WI founder.




A Few Facts About the Tweedsmuir Book

In 1946, approximately September 18, tne first Tweedsmuir
Book was purchased in St. Tnhomas. Miss Marion McEachren
took it to the St. Thomas Times to have the gold lettering
printed on tne cover.

Miss Bessie Stalker was the first convener with helpers
Mrs. Neil McEaecnren and Mrs. Jim McPherson. In 1950, Mrs.
Arthur Johnston was appointed convener with Miss Flora
McPherson and Carrie McLean ( now Mrs. Howard MacBurney)
as helpers. Miss Carrie McLean did the printing and
drawings on the first pages; the Committee arranged the first
pages as suggested by the Tweedsmuir Book Curator.

In 1952, Mrs. James Andrews was appointed convener with
Francis Simpson andGrace McPherson as helpers. The histories
of the Community farms were started. At one of our Institute
meetings, Mrs. James McPherson gave us dates and history of
Crinan Post Office and the teélephone (known as the Buckskin
MecMillan line, and later the Bell) and also of the first
threshing machine and cheese factory. Mrs. John McEachren
was the 1959-1960 convener followed by Mrs. D.B. McCallum
in 1961, who drew the township map and wrote the history of
our bridges. Mrs. Philip McRae was convener and drew the
picture we have of Crinan School. Mrs. Gilbert Livingston
was convener in 1964. A new book was purchased. The
convener in 1966, was Mrs. John McGill.

Qur Tweedsmuir Book was displayed at the District
meeting in Dutton on May 1966. We were honoured with first
prize of $5.00; West Lorne won second and Shedden third.
Qur score was 17 points for general, 63 for Historical
Data, 8 for miscellaneous; a total of 88 points. Some of
the comments were that the book was well decorated; well
put together; good mapj; some very interesting articles and
good early history. It was felt more work was needed to
complete the histories of farms. We were advised fhat the
book should not be kept in zipper case. The judges
commented on the great number of golden weddings in our
district. The book was displayed at Grand Bend later.



