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GRaANDPA STOKES BIRTHDAY PARTY

This story is told by Melissa Stokéé of New Sarum
later Mrs. Thomas Elliott (bétter known as “Aunt Liss”.) The
family setgled here in 1810. It combines humor with reality
and alscloses ruch of Pioneer life in New Sarum as she tells
the story in her own words to A.S. Paragus of Aylmer Express
February ZDth 1921, w

"Grandoa Stokes moved here in 1810 He and Garrett
Oakés each took up two hundred acres of land and egch had to |

chop a road two rods wide, across his two hundred acre claim.
So thls made a road four rods wide.

Grandpa and Mr. Oakes and their wives came up in a
little sailing boat fromn Long Point to bort Bruce. Then up
Catfish Créék in a row boat or éanoe ofhanything they could
navigate in water. Thats how our parents got all the wa& into
New Sarum and now their all dead, every dne dead. We were a
long lived‘family too Aunt Mariam lived to be 94. The last one
was Uncle James Stokes-he livednto be 84 years old. |

Grandfather came originally from England but his
mother was a Huckins a Scotch woman. Ey father David Stokes
was the eldest of his family and I of mine, born down here on
Grandpa Stokes farm. It almost broke my heart to seerthat land

pass out of the family. But when I was ten months old my

father and mother moved out to the wilderness to a place two



miles west of Lyons. Our land joined the Randell Cline place.
I hear them say the cabin had neither windows: or doors and
my mother stéyed there alone with me the first night. But
the Uhclé who was to have taken éaré of Grandpa died,‘sd father
sold out to go back home to take his.place. |

Iy mother’s father was a Karns, you have heard of
the Karns organ people, well she came from fhét'sfbck. They
lived down nearnHamilton, we used to drive down with the oxen
and then take their team on down to the City. Nowadays folks
would think they were Killed if they Rauled hogs ¥en miles.
Pork was worth fifty cents a hundred dressed with the head and
feet in St. Thomas, then; only a little hamlet under the hill
around Blackwood’s store. But in Hamilton we got $l.601a |
hundred. | | |

~ Uncle Bill Wilcox told us the story, how the Indians
capured my Uncle Justice and tried to burn him but they left
the sgquaws on guard and Unele Bill got him away and cared for
him until he was well.

" The Indians stole Uncle Billy(s brass kettle and a
brass kettle was really>sométhing to the pioneers so every
time the Indians came‘aréund the Caffish to hunt he would fire
at them. One day they returned the kettle and asked “Can

Indian hunt now?”



WELCOMED .BY A PAIL OF COALS

"But there was ome thing, if the pioneer did have a hard time
moving in and settling up the land, it made them more
-sympathetic and neighborly than people are now.

When old Mrs. Francis was young and moved in Grandma
sent her girl Charity over with a pail of coals for her to
start her first fire in the cabin. Even the means for making
a fire was hard come by in .those days.

Grandma was there in 1812 when the Yankee soldiers
went through pillagipg and burning everything. The officers
were some of them human. Grandma was alone with two little
children for all the men folks were off defending the Country.
An officer came and said “have you got any food.” She pointed
to a loaf in the iron kettle (that - kettle is in the family
yet.) and to some ;sugar cakes upon the beam.. He said .to
Grandma “Cut me 2 slices and take the rest and hide it, I’'11
hold the baby.” She hid it in the long grass outside, she ran
back and he gave her the baby. In a few minutes the army
swarmed in like angry fl?es. "There’s no food here shouted the
Captain, we’ll have to lock elsewhere.”

When I asked Grandma if she was afraid she said “why
no,” I'm glad there was some brave people in our family.

Everyone didn’t fare so well, the Army went up to the Rapalje
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