property. In December 1903 Mary Caughell, wife of Thomas, purchased
the property from Walker andbshe in turn sold the said proyperty to
Mr. Harry Norman and his wife, Alice Adelia (Marlatt() Norman the
grandparents Qf the present owner, in the year of 1906.

| One of the first improvements after acquisition of the farm was
to raise the house and put a cement and brick foundation under it. A
full basement was dug at this time. Three barns originally standing
west of the house and close to the road were moved to the present lo-
cation and joined together to form the present structure.

With the passing of Mr. Harry Norman in May 1925, his wife Adelia
resold the farm to her son Ralph Leslie and his wife Maybelle (Tansley)
Norman in 1926. Three sons namely, Harry Arthur, Robert Leonard, and
James Howard comprised the family.

In the year 1927, a well was drilled to supply a source of water
for the house as wellas the livestock in the outer buildings. Erection
of a new silo was made in 1928.

By 1932 additional crop land was needed and most of the remain-
ing timber was cleared enlarging the area under cultivation by a third.
With the instalation of hydro in 1935, water was brought under pressure
to the house and barns, and in 1957 with the installation of a furnace
in the house, much of the hard work and time consuming chores were
eliminated.

In June of 1959 Ralph Norman passed away and the farm was passed
on to his son Robert Leonard and his wife Mable Irene (Zavits) Norman
who are the present owners (1975).

During the present period Leonard and Irene have made many im-

provements and alterations to preserve and ensure that the house, whicsg



is now 126 years old is
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In 1965 two sun porches

white aluminum siding
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Mathew G!ibart Now Eighty-two Years of Age—Has Spent
e Mqre Than Ai!qttcd pan o1 Dne Farm, :
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H 10 11\e for a . penod of seventy two Long TIsland Sound, thoir vessel

Years in one _home is a record for | struck on Hellgate Rocek, where it

- A which  very * few residents cof the |remained fast for = three  or four

' . d Western Ontario pnnsula can boast, | hours. Fortunatzly  littls damage 1
' Jyct thisT is the case of Mr. Matthew was done and the vessel proceeded on

8 ‘nlhmt .who lives on the Edgeware |its course. . i
road, “on the ‘corner of the _sideroad The party uonmmr‘d but thlcc :x\s
r .ﬂ)ov.fd mile and a half unmmhavls in \ew York, procesding to Bethanv !
i

3
2

north of Yarmouth Centre, snd who Pa., but ha\m' received a bad ac- !
is the’ .uncle of: Messrs, M. . A .- Gilbert, couxt ol  the ](x(nli:y determinad to
) 1 nager  of 111(_ Imperial Bank, und push  on to Ohio. The trip was
b2 Y 1chud Gilbert,' of - the.-oric. Jills, | made by way of-the Hudson River
g < | this city. to Albany where they saw. a steawn-
Mr. fulbert was ‘born dn Holds- bodb for the first time, garbar King on'
.waorth,. Dc\ox‘shlre Ensland, on -the -.to their . destination. ‘\rz.vmr'
: 22nd : of I.u]'(.u‘y 1822, and thus .\t Albany, ‘where they remained tLu
ywould. Be 82 years..of age. on the | days, thev proceeded -b» way of the
22nd of next month. - Erie Canal to DButialo. intending  to
-At-the age of ten years with  his sottls in Ohio State, near what is at
parents; he-catne to -Canada, mhncr. present: Clevelund. . = 38y sz
ftom’ Bittilord,: Bristol Chanud on Here an mcident occurred - that
April 12¢th, 18)1 " | changed their  entire plans and one
With - Lhcm came three othcr fam— thzt™ probably had a great deal to
ilies,  all of :whonr ™ settled”  in the i do- with the settling or miany: of  thg
. County of- Elzin, m tm n(*u'hboxhood Devonshire people in after L dears into
of Mr. Gl“)(_lt - Canada that might ot} herwise have
The p vtj, t,ops-.,tcd ol tx.u ful‘O\\'- made the United States their home.
. ing:. -5 D Their baggage all being placed on
5 \fr. and - Mrs. Plchmd (rllhext and | the wharf on Canal street in Buffalo,
five sons; - Richard, . John, William, ready to be conveyed to ("hm.-%ef‘rn-
Matthew and. )hu*wcod,.all of whom | ed . to attract th) atteation of a
are (]CLC:‘.S"’J with’ tlg c: r‘pt on of hotoll\m.pu cf this city (then a vil-
Matthew, - 3 lage) by the name.cf (,uorfm Miller,
Du..can “ostmkc -and \u.L ‘two | who  Lept. a frane tavern nea r the
: . gons:m:d one “daughter, the Iatter of | site of the old Li iszar House, since
whom . is - -stitl . xumg..m the_ o grs‘mlxaud to the ground. I
et Mres. l"'\"nl Meller,. who resites i:km‘lhllm: aDDroaLl.ed the pawt\v | 'JS}FT
O rpoe lo % e i ;
(-’:’;“‘:14;‘1_1':“?;1”?'?’ ?ﬁ)?gorg\,\_ f‘“_(_l f(rl them- “whera they were g\oiw z, anl
'-’1;5(.1;.‘;1 E Penhale Sand wite, fuur«~ - being  informed, asked ther ‘“Why
50ms  and two, (Ld-rl ters. " Thomas, ‘(, not settle in Canada, and rf-m:'.m_ un-
Penkale, the thing son, stili lives on ik der the British-Government. Al
, the old huln(btr.ul next that of Mr. .’ Mr: Gilbert, though at. this ;time
TGt Tha (L.Ul‘d‘(‘l\ are Mrs, 1 "“rt tt‘ltl I\l"ll’b I;nﬂ.wr‘.lhlv)-;ﬁ:xi-d;di(;l‘_}{
’ wiras . . ] o Intercsted in g 12 [la g
\\[:.‘(r ]‘HJ“(H,';(X,.’ 2:; “_h_’\d muu(h ‘LJ Jdistened with much attention io Mil-
‘ : " ; CRichard .\nrrm'.r ard Twefe- n.\d son 2] Im}i ‘p:;))lpo&{;l \m\,., (,,11,C“S m(,he.
; ) J:)Il::, l’no Litier of wholn (rec ently T stored that T Theiel Tieard, Chate. * 18
: eemrseil) was - the .xthu-' ()l')“h A.‘ R
5 : : M. ]lnf(‘hgg(\“’ A - F was socoldin Canada as to }l?ﬁ‘\?ll‘t
= a5 pairticutar | o Bt et e B o G
n|:g \’,‘ .‘“1::!; l:,,dk{‘:,l::f;,, ‘a::ﬂ l{: hy \fIHL_l prey, (n'.c(l on them, hm\ over,
Lanlic. - Sreamsh ips were unknown _E to (ross into Canada, and engag ,)I o
at ghis fime. 3 St o £ .~t!1«)~«>nu1" to convey  the mr to }urtl.
- ‘.lhe vossel rens \-]. Lh lz.e\ ‘”,,‘l: S'ﬂtxlxluvf.';;[o\\:!'\’ll('lx”f::rlri?nf!‘n_y arrivet
H fmm- up Lh.- B, it - . fon the Hy g e

g 3 ropye ko aS - h“) \\dS muulmll\ tormo«_] & Ql(l
Ur “\.\. o “t ’\L‘ ‘\.H““S \ i ¢ " who died reccntly at

Fhe  star h e was a SIIOxL Bie } Capt. "Scott.

sailing, azain- 4o Ruastport, * Maine, | Pert Burwell. . Stantey, Mr: Gil-

whers they” rensaing? tean dafs: After Arriving at Port’ i““ \J “{\rlr"

this “they.-:lagain emh‘ulu,d fm:' cew | hert’s .1thc'1 Sad to Illlc 1 xes

York., } the town? . ;

e 5 _( :Zm-l!, States . thats h‘-clf‘“u]\-j **There,”” said Milier, pomtmg to
1
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“warchouse on: the bank. . of
Aecn!.'o:‘ts an ircilentin connection 3. &0 ‘)11‘1 (_“?L:lk( 0:1 to o (,ki tavern
with |, - this “trip, that' might have I\utl e G A AR o
broved | mou‘ SErlons. . -A§ thov. \wxe }' = B
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AR = 18 1ail of reminiscences
!,kept.- by “as Alrs. <M witcomb, ~ which | of the carly thirties. It was alrout
! had ‘an open shed in conucction, Lo this time that his oldest brother,
;\vhich latter place the baggage was Richard, .with « Charles Ifrewlin;
~transferred. Thasan - | went to St Jos:oh, on TLake Michi-
( " The little company IWere deeply in- | gan, and assisted to baild the  first)
consed wath Miller at first for bring- | piers at the mouth of the Chicago
ing. them to Yort $tunle}',:’l;el_i“:ingQ Creek, then Fort Dearborn, ‘Chicigo
that he was conduciinz*them tg an not having an existence at that timer,
“inhabited place. e = ; When the rebellion of 1837 Hroke
Next-day Messrs. Gilbert and West- l(mt, the two walked to Detroit, a
' lake. procecded down the- lake shore D distance of 235 miles, for the - pur-
to Port Talbot. to seo Col. Talbot [ pose of taking up arms for the moth-=:
with. reference. to takinz up land. {Y er- . country, but «n arciving there
The Colonsl received thein cordially,. gfound such  a formidable avray of
L and  remarked-that - they wero thely rebels  there that they feared to
kind of men he desired to settle_.the}m‘oss the lines, and walked back to
COUNLEN .. oo Wi m o e o Se s 7.7 |! Chicago.: . .

Alr. Cilbert was allotted the -'IOOF" Mr. Gilbert who was at this tune
‘acres - where his son Matthew (thell 16 years of age, was drafted, and
subject of our sketelr)- still. resides, {served a mouth at Tort Stanley, but
975 acres ol which still composes theli his father objected to his enlistment
farny, 2235 of which Mr. Gilbert con-yand weut as his ‘substitute, stating
A tinues to Aworkl ¥ TS L7 of that he thought - possibly the young-,

Mr Westlakei . ster micht -learn somce bad habits, |
bt SRS e E R bl = but Mr.. Gilbert thinks that his fath-|

(ﬂcvr-es 3 1m‘ed';‘t v adjoini r:"'{f‘f' er- was anxious to go on account of

. b‘xlé b g‘& edjoining that of}an old friend of his, Col. Nevills, be-;
“ibe 444 ert. -~ Thus it was that of}ing jn -charge of . the Port Stanley:

f the vast number of . Devonshire peo-| gistrict. = - e . _

8 })l{e. “'.1.10 hu‘te ’setf::le(} in the 3 county The- rebels around .St. Thomas, of

A jaccnt to this eity, that th&&“,.p':;ft)g whom Ar. Gilbert says there wero

wag t}}e.—ﬁr‘s-t.,tq areive, ™ - - o S Lot a few, captured his friend West-

The. - work of’ clearing the forest. ! ke and carried hitn away. bubrthef

AMr. Gilbaat
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,and ‘crecting their homes comrmenced '} iter succeeded ‘a short time aftev-i
" at ouce, the labors of which none but | ards in escaping : '-. E
s a1d pioncers k = o R e = . " = <k 3
u)'; old piongzers ,"I_m“' . ; It was not long after this that Mr. ! A
Their first home - consisted of logs, . quilpert's brother Richard, who L ' :
~ “ray® o3 9 v.: . . = ‘ : B > ’ arn, 1S
U.“flcd ~with elm bark, t“.ls in time, ¢ again returned from Chicago, wasy, 3
eiving place to more habitable sul‘-—£ out. riding with. a friend near tha' 2
roundings, until at the present ¢imo . by . - ke = B g
the homes are very few Izv.nd ot b | first p\ur_‘ea.d bridge. just east - of; 3
{ s o i < ar, . be-: the city limits, that he was throwng
b“‘eez-tt]lt“tt ef.\c‘etllhlcx}_lgrm{dem and prom his horse, _struck' on his head|
cauty . that ol = r, Gilbect's.. Preaking "o’ blood-vessel, and died |
The large two story white brick | soon aiterwardss - , 2 i
S 4 " 5 ] "

Ko LR

house-stands-in the-.centre of a two-! 3 A o .
acro enclosuré that - is a veritable|’ On Tebruary 2¢th, 1846, MMr. Gi-
park; . well-kept - spruces and. cedars hcrt‘marn-:d‘ Jane C:m*fpboll, sister -
heing everywhere dn evidence. The| ©L Lachlan Campbell, high constable
‘whole ‘surroundings bave a look of of - Elgin, by whom'  threo children .
-peace and plentyothat goes to make were boru—2Irs. M. Sherk, who  re-.
{ the life of ‘an- Elgin farmer an envi- sides on - St. George street. in this
able one. L ° - . city ; John-A., whose death tool:
Penhale and Andréws separated ab pl;:.c? lthra% I;'Fﬁ‘r; a’fo t\”(tll D‘;S
Port Stanley with their former (Iev.) R. W. Ballah, WwA0. VILh SHl.
friends, the . former _taking up the Ballah livé “on the old homwestead.
blactsmithing business in the ' city AMrs. Dalluh was gl‘ad}!ﬁate of Alma.
t Yl College of the closs of 87. ) .
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while the latter, who was a well cdu- - 4
_cated man, and afterwards a Baptist | Mrs. Qilbert’s death took place on 3
preacher, took to- school teaching,| April 20th, 1897, their married lifa S v
ieaching -the first graminar school 1 having extended: over. & period  of 3
cver held in the then little town of 91 years.- P ok . :
St. Thomas. t{e was a particularly . - Mr. CGilbert is  a well read wan, k
clever man of his times, being master aid has eiven wuch of his time to E
of seven Iansuages. Some time af- public interests: § A
ter this he took to farming, a cvand- Yo served as councillor for a nuwm- k
d

son, Richard Androw, still ]-if'ing ON_ popr of yeoars, having been first olect-
}]1; ‘1’)10 homestead ¢n_ the Edgeware ' i jn 1859.. Tn 1860-G1 he was reeve
toad. : o 5 2 en S <

¢ In the following year to that . of i che .tF)\\tlslrt‘l) 'ofV.\a11u\‘>\1't‘4|.t o :
tLese varly scttlers’ arrival, 1832, Tao M. Gilbert is: sttl\. a magis 1‘1}.0
areat number of their forwer fricndg the county, having 'll‘Hcd the-posttion
in Devonshire,, were induced to come’, continuously since .bl‘ 2
over to Canada,’ all of whom set-1 Though 82 years of age -
tlxd in this ueighborhood until  the, bort is  an exceedinzly nct“u'e man,
Lknd - was all  taken  up. and then! and to use his own words * can do
spreading - out | threugh Aliddlesex,: as. good day's work as ever: he -
and on to Exeter, at which place so gould. L A
muny settled that they named -the  Jlis.mind and faculties are lvight
town. aiter its old. namesake &n Dev- 4ng ;;Crm_ ylis hearing is not in tha’
O‘Y‘)ﬁh.,‘-rd: g - S -’~"‘lr]c;\sc-aff\*ctml witly years and the

e ) Quﬂot;k for. his living @ good mabY.

“pright with, him as ‘_\"«'l.t!} ]
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BARN COLLAPSED — Nor- boom”’, Thursday mormng and  was owned by George Helmer destroyed soon after the Wmds
man qus of RR 5, St. this collapsed barn is what he' of RR 2, St. Thomas. Mr.! arose. (T-J Staff < Photo).
Thomas, i a’ big ‘“ka- found minutes later.v'.l'he barn _ Dakins sa!d the building was

ANIMALS SURVIVE—It was Thufsday at noon, said Kim and were still housed in the (Stories on.Page 9) (T-J Staff|
an “eerie” feeling being in this' Flintoft of RR 2, St. Thomas. barn at the time the picture Photo). 5 |
bam shortly before it caved in  Four horses survived the crash  was taken Saturday afternoon. : il
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CONSTITUTION BY LAWS & RULES OF ORDER
OF THE LITERARY SOCIETY
OF
YARMOUTH CENTRE, AS REVISED AND
ADOPTED BY THE SOCIETY.
NOVEMBER 20TH 1886
AND READCPTED BY THE SECOND SOCIETY.
1905

We the people of Yarmouth Centre, and
surroundlng country, having associated
ourselves together for the purpose of
literary, musical and scientific im-
provement [do here by adopt the follow -
ing constitution, By Laws and Rules of

Order.
"Constitution”
ARTICLE 1 This Society shall be known as the Yarmouth
Centre Literary Soclety.
ARTICLE 2 The object of this Society shall be the cult-

ivation of Literature,Science, Music and Oratory.
This Society shall consist of members only who
shall have been approved by the Society.

Any person desiring to unite with the Society

can do so by meking application to any member of
the Society.

It shall be the duty of any member of the Society
er to unite

,,d»

when application is mede to him or
with the Society by any person desiring to become

a member to bring the application before the

first regular mesetin

&

No person shall be considered a member until ac-

cepted by a two thirds major

at the regular meeting.




