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first Women’s Institute was or-
ganized at Stoney Creek, in Went-

19th of this year the Stoney Creek in-

siveness of the women’s institute ﬁftyi

_years ago. Such topics from their pro-|

grams as “How to find Time for
Reading”, and “How to Get Along
with as Little Help as Possible”, she
felt would be very timely today. “And’’|
she said, “we ta adult edu-
atiol S, i he institutes |

stitute held a banquet to celebrate its —;

fiftieth anniversary. And with all the
changed conditions fifty years would
inevitably bring, as we heard the
Stoney Creek women review the past!\
and plan for the future, it was very
evident that the objectives, the 1n1t1-‘
ative, and the spirit of the founders of |
the institute movement are alive in«
Stoney Creek today.

At this anniversary banquet—a very \
gracious occasion with flowers and
candles in the blue and gold institute
colors, with good music and friendli-
ness and the members’ husbands as
special guests, it was not diﬂi_cult. to go
back in imagination to the meeting in
Squire’s Hall fifty years ago when one-
hundred-and-one women, with Erland
Lee acting as chairman, organized the
world’s first women’s institute. It was
not difficult to picture that first meet-
ing because ten of the charter members
were present as special guests: Mrs. |
H. P. VanWagner, Mrs. McKinleyi
Morden, Mrs. J. B. Smith, Mrs. John
Budge, Mrs. George Millen, Mrs. \
Selby Cornan, Mrs. J. B. Davis, Mrs.
Walter Ptolemy, Mrs. E. B. Thomp-
son and Mrs. Murray Neil. And be-
cause the women actively in charge of
affairs were, most of them, daughte.zrs
or granddaughters of those who pio-
neered the movement. When the roll
of past presidents was called, a number
of women active in the work today,
responded for their mothers wh-o had |
passed on. Miss Muriel Bostwick of
Hamilton was a guest in honor of her

id

and work for better homes
and a better country, and who had
been brought to Stoney Creek by the
Farmers’ Institute to present her
cause to the women of Saltfleet town-
ship. The gu ker of th i

the first president, Mrs. E. D. Smith.’
Another member present who has been |
a link between Stoney Creek and in-|
stitutes in a wider field was Mrs. A. E_|
Walker. Mrs. Walker has been an ac-|
tive member, and sometimes officer, of
the mother institute since its early'
days; she has also been provincial|
president, mnational president, and
Canadian representative at conven-|

tions of the Associated Country Woms+

en of the world; she is now collaborat-
ing with Miss Edith Collins in com-
piling an anniversary brochure, “The
History of the Institutes for Fifty
Years.”

THE present president, and chair—“
man of the banquet, Mrs. Angus
Jackson, commented on the progres- |

" of the Ontari

: ing‘ on of any line of w

d iss
Ann.a Lewis, Superintendent, spoke of
_the inspiration the founders of the first
Institute had been to institute women
ever since, and of the soundness of the
objectives they set for the organization.
These objectives, as written in the
constitution “shall be the dissemina-
tion of knowledge relating to domestic
economy . . . household archictecture
e home sanitation . . . foods . . .cloth-
Ing . .. and the more scientific care and
tr:'ilping of children, with a view to
raising the general standard of health
apd morals of our people; and the con.-
sideration of any problem, or the carry-
ork which has

as

& K a2 s ‘nav aone
through the years since, and what lead-
ers like Mrs. Summers and Miss Lewis|
are working to develop in institute
work today, shows that the aims of the
first institute are fundamental enough
and vital enough—they just have to be
adapted to present conditions, as they
are being adapted by progressive in-
stitutes everywhere. ‘

HIS was borne out, too, in the mes-

sage from Mrs. Conant.

“I do not remember the first meet-
ing,” said Mrs. Conant, “—after all,
I was quite young—but I do remember
in later years my mother” (Mrs. E. D.
dmith) “telling me that she worried
out neglecting her family. But Mrs.
Hoodless persuaded her to be the first
president.”

Mrs. Conant recalled coming to some
of the meetings as 2 small girl, and
that when some subject of special in-‘
terest to women was being discussed,
the doors were tightly closed in case
some man should pass and hear what
was said. ‘

““The institute motto ‘For Home and
Country’ has a depth and warm
stirs the heart”, Mrs. Conant declared.
“A sound family of nations begins with
a nation of sound families.”” Then she
proceeded to explain from her observa-
tions in Europe the gulf between the
meaning of home to Canadians and to

: € o in

‘If we don’t give them something some-

“The ‘displaced persons’ p”“lié&tr is

serious”, the speaker said. “They. tay
live in camps, always herded together,
Or a family may live in one roomn.
‘Family life is a travesty. Food comes
in cans. Clothing comes from UN RRA.
A man cannot work to support his
family. Children grow up in idleness
and the older ones tend to become |
bandits or thieves. Each nationality
has its own school where children are
taught about their own country, so out
~of school they have fights over national
superiorities, and an intolerance is
being bred to pave the way for future
wars. Holland and Sweden are taking
‘many of these children. Is Canada to
remain heartless?

- “Otbher, older children have lived in
the woods, fighting as partisans with
the Russians. They have carried
weapons, and killed, and are proud of
it. The youth of Germany are in the
same position as the youth of Germany
were after the first war. They have no
hope, no ideals, low moral standards.

one else will. The children of Europe
today will be the friends or enemies of
our children tomorrow.”

Another aftermath of the war is the
number of “‘surplus’” women and girls’
left in Europe. Mrs. Conant suggested

f Canada would be~r

)0

action.

The secretary of Stoney Creek in-
stitute, Mrs. W. Lyle Nash, reported
2179 messages of congratulation on the
institute’s fiftieth anniversary. They
came from England, Scotland,
Wales, Northern Ireland, New Zea-
land, Holland, and every province in
Canada; from Lady Tweedsmuir, the
Lieut.-Governor of Ontario, Elizabeth
Christmas and forty three institutes
in England, from Andover, the first
institute in New Brunswick, the Sas-
katchewan Homemakers’ Clubs, Col.
Kennedy, Mrs. Alfred Watt, Laura
Rose Stephen, Senator E. D. Smith
and the Men’s Club of Stoney Creek. |
Mrs. Goodswan of England, an in-
stitute lecturer in Handicrafts replied .
to the toast to the Associated Women
of the World and thanked the Onjario
institutes for their gifts of seeds and
clothing during the war. L i

The birthday cake made by Mrs.
Chester Nash was cut in pieces,
wrapped in cellophane and sealed with
a gold seal bearing the institute crest
and the inscription ‘“From the Mother
of Institutes, Stoney Creek.” The
candles were lighted by the oldest
milton
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THE TALBOTVILLE WOIEN'S INSTITUTE

"The following sketch of the history of TPalbotville Women's
Institube was given at the regular meeting on February 19, 1947,
at the home of lirs. ROy Wallis, by lirs. Anne licKellar."

The Talbotville and Pajynes lills Women's Institute was founded
on April 29th, 1927, twenty years ago. The regulary monthly
mee+1nﬁs have been Qu\oess%ully carried on in the homes of the
respective members on the third Thursday of each month, with family
night in Mareh, and a picnic in July. '

Up %o this time, there has been geven Presidents, two of whieéh
have served in that capacity twice, namely lirs. E. C. Gilbert and
lirs. H. Applreford, and eight secretaries. M™he membership has
always been good, growing each vyear, (there being around thirty-
five members to start)

The women have taken up most of the projects given by the
Department, such as Refinishing of furniture, lleat Cookery, and
a Sewing course. A Junior Institube was formed but the girls now
belong to the regular Instiute.

They were very much interested in music for the school, and
wanted to buy a piano, but this project was finished by a group
from the Institute, calling them selves "The Community Club", which
was successful in buying a piano for Talbotville School.

Another thingwas the Cemetery, I think lMrs. J. Lindsay was
instrumental in obtaining a deed of said Cemetery, and each year

"a committee was appointed to take care of the grounds and to plant

flowers and bulbs and see it was kept a place of heauty. They
donated [$15.00 annually to the bhoard, for work being done.

When the Children's Aid had a home in St. Thomas, donations
were sent regularly of eggs and butbter.

llany guest speakers attended the meetings.

* We catered to the Elgin Girls and Junior Farmers banguets and
to the Mournament and Shedden Pair.

The women have tallen advantage of Hospitalization, sponsored
by the government.

During the War years, vwe made Jam to be sent to England, and
worxed with the Red Cross to knit and sew comforts for the men
Overseas, and sending cigarettes and parcels each month.

In February, 1946, the two Institutes decided to zo their
sep“rate way, as the membership was too large “or the hostess to
ccommodate comfortably in her home, so that now our Institute 1
amed the Talbotville Women's Institute. ’

"God bless our Institute, QR
Give each a mind astute,

Reverent and kind. : °ﬂm
As we together meet, i
liay thine own concord sweet

Q¥r gpirits bind.
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Thig list of Officers is recorded in the minute books of the
Malbotville and Paynes l[ills Institute

PRESIDENTS

3 Mrs. W. H. Sutton
- Mrs. B. C. Gilbert
5% Mrs. H. Appleford
" lurs. E. . Gilbert
5 drs. J. MceCormick
6 . Mrs. H. Appleford
e lirs. Anna Xelly
8 . Ers; ljabel Downs
9 . Urs. H. Clark ?”/qqq/ 049
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" Yo Wallr Yould. (953

e lrs. H. Appleford
2 . Mre. J. MeCormick
3 . iIrs. Bessie Graham
4 , lirs. ®lossie Abbott
I lirs. Agnes "ravers
6 . lrs. Anne licKellar
7 & lirs. Blinor licCallum
8 . lirs. Alice E. Thomas

9. Qnao # Stwed - T
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lirs.
Hrs.
lirs.
Hiss

iirs.
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lire.
lrs.
Hrs.
lirs.
lire.
lrs.
Hrs.
lirs.
liiss
HMrs.
lre.

T
Y E .

lirs.

CHARTER. HMEMBERS - - -

Harley Appleford
Wesley Abbott :
Ward Ackford
TNellie Auckland
J. Billington
J. Calcott —

E. C. Gilbvert
5. Orchard
Prank Graham

E. Haines
William Hicks
William Kelly
Fred Inight
James Lindsay
llargaret lionroe
Charles lionroe
J. licCormick

F. Herrill -~

H. Pow -

G. Powles

C. Pettit

W. H. Suttoh

W. B. Taylor
A. E. Thomas
Harvey French

Ross Boothman
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-- - IN MEMORIAM - --

"Somewhere back in the sunset
Where loveliness never dies
mhey live in a land of glory
dids* the gold and blue of the skies.

HMrs. D. Grahanm
Urs. W. lleek (nee Edith 0'Dell)
ifrs. J. licGugan
lirs. . Yann
Mrs. R. Dunning
Mrs. W. D. HMunroe
Ure. F. Bennett
Hrs. John Auckland

lirs. Ralph Hannon (nee Leta Humphries)
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WOMEN'S INSTITUTE BRANCH ORGANIZED
SHETUN, ONP, APRIL 30, 1927,

A well-attended meeting of the womeh of Talbotville and Payne's Mills

was held at the home of Mrs, W.H,Sutton on Friday afternooh to consider
the organiaation of a branch of the Women's Institute, Mrs. J,H.Sells,

Shedden, district president, presided, and gave a Brief outline of the

growth of the Institute since it was organized thirty years ago.

Mrs, H.C.McKilloﬁ, West Lorne, district first vife-president, told
of some of the benefits of the Women's Institubte to a community by-bringa
ing all the women in closer contact with one another, Mrs, J.C,McMillan,
Crinan, district representative, spoke of the value received by having
a Women's Institute in a community, through short eourses in nursing,
millinery, household science that are given by the Department of Agri-
culture, ‘

It was decided to organize, and the following officers were elected-
President, Mrs. J, McCormick; First Vice 4 Mrs, W.,H.Sutton ; Second Vice-
Hrs, E.Gilbert s Sec'ty Treas, - Mrs, H.Appleford ; Branch Directors -

Mrs., .Graham Mrs, A.,E.Thomas, Mrs., F. nlght s Dist. Director - Mrs, A.E
Thomas Pianists - Mrs., W.Meek and MasM I, Gilbert ; Press Reporter #4

. Mrs, .Hicks ; Auditors - Mrs,., Nellie Vann and Mrs, W, Hicks. =

Mrs. A,E.Orchard, president of the Shedden Institute, wished the new
branch success in their work, and hoped they would visit the Shedden
branch soon., Mrs, H.C,McKillop moved a vote of thanks to Mrs, Sutton for
so kindly opening her home for the meeting.
The meeting closed by singing the National Anthem and a social

half-hour was enjoyed by all present,

The above is a copy from an article in the St. Thomas Times-Journd

of April 30th, 1927,
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1. Talbotville omen's Institute was orgenized as a joint
Institute with the neighboring cmty 5{ Payne's Mills, as
Talbotville and Payne's ﬁills Vomen's Institute on April 29, 1927,
It continued as one branch with membe

until it was re-6rganized on February 2;:, 1946 into two separate
brenches - Talbotville V,I, and Payne's ¥Mills 7.I.

B. ‘ The first Institute in _;9__%3‘_ was organized by the Jest Elgin
Distriet officers, The late Mrs. J.H.Sells, Shedden, District
President, was in the chair. Other I#ﬁtmﬁte workers present were:
Mrs. H.C.McKillop, District V:ié e-President, est Lorne, t&@ late
Mrs. J.C.MelMillan, District Representatiwe,Crinen, Miss Eve lorrisonm,
District nepresentative, chedden end Mrs, A,E.Orchard, Shedden.

At the m«wgﬁniz'ati@ﬁ meeting in 1946, Mrs. J.R.Futcher, a member
.ef & neighboring Institute, then a regional ?iea-?resi&eat, but now
Prﬁvizmial President of the F.7.I.0., was the organizer, ‘

3.,  First Officers in 1927 were: Pres,.,- ilrs. i.d.Sutton, Vice~ires,

¥rs. E.C.Gllbert, Sec'y Treas.~ urs. H.ippleford, Distriet Director-
Mrs., A.E,Thomes. ' :
First Officers in 1946 wore: Pres.- Mrs, H.Clarke, Vice-Pres.- Mrs,

H.Appleford, Sec'y Treas.- Mrs, A,E.Thomas, Distriet Director -
Vrs. J. MeCormick., 5

4, Outstanding accomplishments throughout the :;w:&' :;‘;
Ve have always followed yeerly ;az?iateé programs, devoting one

month to each of the standing committees.



