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. ‘ i i followed caribou
10,000 or 12,000 years ago, and wandering hupters oW .
i | i ' hores of the lake. A Clovis type point was foun
line along the northern sh S
JAoenf ::itglg sshl:l?sl::its on the top of a moraine that marks the edge by Mr. Jaeger on a high knoll to theﬂm;rft:h;;zsitn o: l:::ol:-zl;f;u :d a e
of a glacial lake. The Ridge Road runs along the top of the ridge, the evidence of the early hunters. The flat fie
first road built through the area. The land was covered by tundra under the waters of the lake.

ARCHARLOGICAL KEY TO PAST OF EARLY

BY Hoss Andrews (Tillsonburg News May 2, 1984)

Over o period of 25 years, Joe Jaeger has picked up quite = number
of flint srrowhesds, skinning stones, and bits of pottery dropped by

nd 19, soiith helf of Concession 8
in Bayhem Township. When he found another one on 2 high knoll sbout
10 years =sg0, he wses not awsre of its importesnce to the srchaseological
record. He put it with the rest of his collection where it was noticed
by Lyal Telt, sn srdent amateur archseologicist from Port Burwell.
Lyal Teil knew it was unusual, but he too didn't know the whole story.
When he reslized the partisl point wes of the Clovis design, he returned
to have & second look. In the mesntime, Joe had mislaid the artifaect.
When it turned up recently, he contascted Lysl, who hss temporsry poss-
ession of it.
Clovis points were used by the Pasleo-Indisns for hunting caribou. The
flint is fluted in a unique wsy to fit into the end of a2 dsrt some four
to five feet long. The dart was hurled by a stick called an stlatl.
Clovis points appesr in the levels dating to sbout 11,000 or 12,000 yesrs
2g0, and ending with the invention of the bow snd srrow about 8,000 years
ago. The caribou hunters in Bayhem then were migrant snd may hsve been
only = small band, possibly a2 family, passing through. The Jaeger farm
is crossed by o morasine merking the margin of s glacisl lske during the
late Pleistocene Epoch. The caribou fed on lichens and mosses that grew
right up to the foot of the retreating glaciers. The few Clovis points
found in Onterio hsve 211 been associasted with the besaches of these
lakes. The broken point is important to the story. It is common to
find only broken Clovis points becsuse the shsrp end usually broke off
when the projectile struck spmething. The most commonly found fragments
are the parts left with the wooden shaft. The plece picked up by Joe was
evidently in use, =2nd not just carried to the site by someone, Indian or
other, as a2 souvenir.
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The notched srrowheads =snd spearhesads that mske up 2lmost =211

of any locsl collection are from the bow and srrow " masrkers,

known ss the Archaic Culture. They have 211 been mede during the
past 8,000 yesrs. The type of flint from which they sre msade gives
a clue to their sge. The Port Franks outcrop of flint used by the
most recent people was deep under water in the Psleo=-Indisn days.

While the ice covered the St. Lswrence and Nisgars sreass, the waters
of the much larger Lske Erie resched the Atlantic by way of the
Mohswk and Hudson rivers. When the ice melted swsay, the lakes
shrunk to the present Greast IlLskes.

Ancient Shoreline - Joe Jaeger's house sits on the top of 2 morsine
that marks the edge of a glacial lske. The Ridge Road runs =long
the top of the ridge, the first rosd built through the sres. The
lsnd was covered by tundrs 10,000 or 12,000 yesrs ago, and wendering
hunters followed caribou slong the northern shores of the lske.

The clovis point was found on s high knoll to the northwest of the
house, tangible evidence of the esarly hunters. The flat fields in
the foreground south of the house were under the waters of the lake.
Joe Jseger hss collected 2 large number of srtifscts over s peiod

of 25 years. Most csme from Lots 18 snd 19 Concession 8 in Bayhemn.
He holds = counter stone used, according to Lysl Tsit for gesmbling
by the natives. Evidently Lottario snd Wintario sre nothing new to
this part of the world. It took nearly ten years to learn that one
of the projectile points found by Mr. Jseger set the earliest
inhabitants of Bayhem back perhsps 2,000 yesrs to the Paleo-Indisn
cultursl ers.

The totsl length of the Clovis point would have been from seven to

twelve centimeters. The views show each side and the cross section st

the bresk. It 1s the fluted shepe that sets the Clovis type spart

from later asrrowheads. No recent cultures mesde these points, which

are delicately thin to fit into the wooden dsrts for hurling with

the atlatl at caribou and other fleet-footed snimals. The rare frag-

ment was picked up on 2 high sand knoll. We7T Acievis paINT &cconBing 73 dpent.

A villager just esst of the villsge near Mr. Jaegers house and close
beside the Ridge Rosd holds some arrowhesds slso. A stone tool used,
sccording to Mr. Tait, for chopping away the chsrred wood to form

s dugout canoe. The tool was made to hold in one hend, without »
wooden handle, and chop while the smouldering fire was fenned with
the other hand. This adz-like tool wes found on Lot 27, Concession
8 in Bayham snd wes turned up by a2 rototiller in Mr. Ardell's garden.
The tool was used by people of the Archsic culture who lived in the
forest that followed the ice sge tundrs.



