niversa puilding of “its
church in 1850, though the church’s
congregation . dates from 1840,
Earlier still, an Anglican mission
Wwas running in 18386,

Richmond being an early settle-
ment on Talbot road, one of the
earliest highways, it is not improb-
able that Bishop Stewart of Quebec
(a son of the Earl of Galloway),
who toured the Canadas exhaustive-
1y before and around 1820, probably
preached in its inn at a very early
date. His graphic appeal resulted
in the founding of the Stewart
Traveling Mission, whose represen-
tative, Rev. Thomas Green, by 1836
'was covering appointments ranging
through Tlgin, Oxford and Norfolk,
includin;; one at Richmond where
the records are said to mention a
Hatch ag church warden.

.. It was for the building of an
Anglican church that the pioneer
Caleb_Cook donated t

¢

m

Aot it " given by Jeremiah

Moore, the Quaker, at least as early
as 1825, he having buried in it on
Christmas Day of that year his
brother, who died while on a visit
from Welland. There is a Moore
family tradition also that the same
ancestor left provision in his will
not only for the lot for an Angli-
can church but a bell that might
' be heard tv enty miles.

Brought Own Fuel
The late Mrs. John Veiteh told
of attending an Anglican Sunday
School in a schoolhouse about
where is now the Dr. Riddell plot
in the West cemetery.” Mr. Spring-
alt, the postmaster, was wont to
bring up a kneeling cushion from
the village to accommodate the
minister, who arrived on horseback
from Aylmer; and in cold weather
to go across Talbot road to Grand-
ma Story’s for coals to build a. fire.
Other sects coming in discourag=-
ed Anglican church building. But
Caleb Cook was determined to have
a church.. Still extant is the
chapel deed, dated March 21, 1850,
by which “Caleb Cook of the town-
ship of Bayham and Melinda, his
wife, of the one part” (for the
nominal sum of 5 shillings, pre-
sents a lot to) “Thomas Godwin
Senior, Thomas Godwin Junior,
William Medcalf, William Bowes,
David W. Hatch, William Hatch and
George Procunier, all. of the said
Jownship of Bayham, in®the county
' if Middlesex, in the London district
)f the province of Canada West,
trustees” (of the Wesleyan Metho-
dist Church in Ceznada) “of the
other part” ete, Signed, sealed
and delivered in the presence of
Nicholas Spore and George Laing.”
Mr. Cook made provision for other
Protestant churches of character to
have free use of the building. And
Anglicans, Baptists and Methodists
ere said to have held in it separate
services on the same Sabbaths.
The white cottage chapel amid
its green trees on Richmond Hill
still forms a mental picture in the
minds of many living people. But
two aged residents, Mrs. Annie
Pettman and Hiram Morse (87), re-
member it in its days of pioneer
services, for which tlie latter’s boy-
hood duty was to ring the school-
house bell.
“In the early days,” says Mr.
Morse, “the women sat on the south
side of the church; the men on
the north. The seats were set in
squares in the corners, the pallbear-
ers for the church funerals occu-
pying the north corner by the pul-
pit. The entry projecting inward
formed the “rear” squares natural-
ly. In each stood a box stove for
burning wood. For years the choir
san ; from the back of the church.
Richmond’s good singers formed a
choir long before the church pos-
sessed an instrument. I mind for
great occasions they used to un-
screw the legs off Mrs, Laing’s
melodeon, carry it over and set
it up.
Scripture Tickets

“When I started to Sunday
School, George Procunier (grand-
father of the present Sunday School
puperintendent of that name) was
the superintendent. I can still see
. my teacher, Adam Pauiing, the tail-
' or, in his swallow tail coat and
high silk hat. Church officials
“dressed for their office those days.
M Pa}ulmg taug f the T

Quaint, oug der o~
parison with Mr, Morse’s memories,|
is the minute-book of Richmond’s
first Ladies’ Aid, organized March,!
1899, with Mrs. Ceorge Mitchell,|
president; Mrs. R. Knott, vice-presi-!
dent; Mrs, Henry Godwin, treasur.
er; Mrs. William Andrews, chap-|
lain, and about an equal number|
of gentlemen and ladies on the!
roll. The canny ladies had no mind!
to embark in financial wventures|
without their menfolk entrenched}
behind. Theirs to cook for har-
vest homes, the part of the hus-i
bands was to eat and pay. The
unique tactics were successful.
Starting with seven cents the Wwo-|
men were soon recording totalg of|
$83,15, etc.,, no mean sum for the!
day. I

Blithely naive are
secretary’s entries:

some of the|

mported” Speakers

An Epworth League topic calen-
dar of around the same date re-
veals a plan of inter-community
collaboration—a local member with
an “imported” speaker being re-|’
sponsible for each evening’s pro-|
gram in turn. The nameg of John
McDowell, Delmez, and Herbert
Hatch, Straffordville, appear among
the outside help.

There is'a curious story in con-
nection  with the burning of the
first Richmond church in the au-
tumn of 1904. The bench  seats
ranged round the warm stoves
formed ideal nooks for church con-
fab, the space beneath being de-
voted to fuel storage. The story
goes that on the Sunday night of
the fire; a volunteer stoker re-
plenishing the stove during service,
finding a stick too long, removed
it, .and replaced it under the bench.

l(l

CALEB AND MELINDA CO
a devout church coupl
early days in Richmo

church in 1850.

OK,

After service a layman
minister held a pleasant and ani-|
mated visit around the mellow, dy-
ing fire, during which the latter
recalled, late in the evening, that
his “subconscious” had all the
while been striving to register in}
his mind the odor of smouldering
wood. But that was after the;
church had gone up in flames! From |
which the strong gale prevailing
bore charred shingles far across the
Otter into Maple Grove.

The present up-to-date church |
was buil: and dedicated by iae Rev.

3

| nected down through
i with every Methodist ch
| wide district — of

| west, and the Rev., Mr,

ey

11910, J. Hart; 1911-14, James
1| ford

| Smith:  1931-33
11034-35, C W. Leslie; 1936-39, C. C.
- Strachan: 1940, J.

L4 s %
gift of George Neal Procunier.
In Many Circuits

A church is an entity and dur-
ing a century lives history. The
Richmond church has witnessed
two eras of church union, the rise
and progress of three generations
of the same families, and, some-
times as the head of a circuit, as
often not. according e ¢
and flow of fortune, has

the

| Tillsonburg circuits.

{| Malahide, Brownsville, Springfield, |

had no church except one a mile
t ; Crews
came over from Richmond of a

.| Sunday to minister to them. Soon |.

‘after, she recollects driving with
her father to Tillsonburg, bearing a

cuit headquarters having moved to
that town.

church was Mrs. Robert Procunier.
Mrs. Bert Green next officiated
over a term of 20 years; then Mrs.
| James Crossett, Lorne Laing and
,Miss Erie Haines in succession. The
~present organist is Mrs. Percy
Green.

A century long list of ministers| ]

have preached on Richmond Hill,
of whom, except for a f
period between 1876-92—
complete list is extant:
Richriond in connectio
Malahide Circuit: 1840, ]
Fawcett: 1841, Luther O. e}
1842-3, John K, Williston; 1844,
Bewley Heyland; 1845-6, Thomas
Jeffers; 1847-8, Joseph Shepley;
1849-50, & C. Philp and John Eng-
lish: 1851-2, George Kennedy and
T}l;omas Peacock and in ’52 John
aw, 9
With Aylmer-West Circuit: 1853,
| George Kennedy; 1854-5, Francis
Berry: 1856 Ozias Barber. X
With Bayham Circuit: 1857-8-9,

| Brinton P Brown; 1860, Philip Rose |
1861-2, Henry Reid; 1863-4-5, Thom- ||

{as Crews; 1866, W. F. Morrison.
With Tillsonburg Circuit: 1867,

Walter Rigsby, E. A. Chown.
With Vienna Circuit: 1871-2, W.

C. Watson, M.A.; W, H. Cairn-

duff; 1873-4. George Ferguson.
With Straffordville Circuit: 1875,

| John Eliott; 1876, W. T. Turner.
RWlth Springfield Circuit: 1881-4, |

D. Hamilton; 1885-6, W.

Brown, M.A,; T. R. McNair.
With Brownsville Circuit: 1892-3
John Veale, G. N. Hazen, A. H
Brown, PhD.; 1894-6, G. H. Mec-
Allister, Orville Alexander, James
Sneil,
With Corinth Circuit: 1897-19f
L. W. Reid. Mr. Madden; 1903-6, .
E, Lloyd; 19079, R. A. Mi

With Richmond Circuit (student
ministers): 1915-16, M, C. Parr;
1917, C. R. Gower; 1918, T. C.
Wilkinson; 1919, J. P, Cooke; 1920,
L. C Harvey; 1921, C. H. Dickin-
son; 1922-3. H. C. Wilson: 1924,
Clayton. Searle; 1925, Frank Gil-
bert (with ordained ministers),
1926-28, A. D, Boa; 1929-30, M. P.
R. E. Southcott;

L, Foster, Aub-
rey Edworthy. - )
At the 90th anniversary services

;to be held on Sunday, Nov, 3, the |

(morning service will be in charge
(of the Rev. Dr. Knowles, Aylmer;
‘Rev. G. 8 Hammond, Port Stanley
will speak in

Mrs. McKenzie (nee a Miss Mec-
Kenay) remembers when Cornith |

salary subsidy of flour and meat|
4to the Rev. Mr. Morrison, the ecir-

The first organist at Richmond ||

N o Ml il o M o B o 8

W. F. Morrison, James Moss; 1868-| |
19-70, Jonathan Betts, Richard James |!
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L/CPL. GEORGE E, ANGER : ETIE, . JOIINSTON CPL. FRANK WRATHMALL
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Austin Anger, No 1 ¢ son of Mrs. Ripley, of i
: X : ) : ) = Vi WUpiey, A
received his early education in Rich- | St ’Th@rm attended the Rich- in hr;gtl::r?f %:g;:ndé::mé t-o E%nada
Bion  Bubliou nE 100 S enlisted: b cend Pubi'e 8chool and mad: his home | farms in th}i,s comrr,lunit Z;siilseil' tOI(;'
Oct‘ober .1940, V\{-ith t.h_e Oxforq 'lele_s, with Mr. I. Sparkman, and the late 3 | at Kingston in Feb 193;.0 and wl:ei‘
and received his military training in Mrs. Srar ke enlisted in 1940 overseas in June 19;0 Hé served ‘ir:

Woodstock and London. He went and after receiving military training

i Canii England, North Africa, Sicily, Italy

overseas in December 1942, and was
transferred to the 1lst Base Workshop

where he was trained in the Mechan-

vent overseas in 1941. He
has scen rervice in Africa,

Italy and

Sicily. At present he is in England.

Belgium, Holiand and Germany, He
received injuries in Italy and Holland.

He returned to Canada on the “Lady

ized Division of the R.C.E.M E. His Nelson,” in. August 1945

wife, the former Ruby Burwell, and
son, reside at Tilisonburg.

A/SGT. HUGH WOODWARD s bW ALEX WoREE SGT. E. BRUCE MORSE SGT, ROBERT J. WHETSTONE

Son of Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Whetstone.
I'e enlisisd in it and, receiv.d his
training at Camp Borden and London.
Later he trained for the Speclai Ser-
vice Force at Vermont, New York., He

Son of Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Wood-
ward, of St. Thomas. He was a for-
mer successful teacher of the Rich-
mond School for four years. He en-
listed in September 1939, and receiv-

Son of Mr. L. Morse and the late
Mrs. Morse. He received his early edu-
cation in the Richmond Public Schoal.
He enlisted at Niagara Falls. He re-
ceived his military training at Camp

Son of Mr. 'and Mrs. John Morss,
received his early education in the
Richmond Public School and Aylmer
High School. He enlisted from Stevens-

. e R ville, in August 1942. He received his 4 .
ed his military training at London | military ' tragining 1 o Baroeneld T Borden in the Dental Corps. At present went overseas in 1943 and saw service
and Valcartier. .He went overseas in | bert NS in R.CCS In 1044 he was he is in Kentucky His wife, the former in Africa, Italy, France, and is now
the second contingent of the Ist Divi- tran’sferre'd to the Atlantic Cyommzmd Audrey Russell, of Wales, and caugh- present in England.

sion. arriving in England in Decem- |
ber 1989. He went to France in May
1940 (Dunkirk), but returned to Eng-
land without being in action. Later he
went to Italy, Belgium, Holland, and
Germany Sgt. Woodward and his wite
are at present in England.

of the Signal Corps where he is now ter, reside in Niagara Falls.

serving. His wife, the former Mary
Green, of Aylmer, resides at Debert,
N S.



CPL. MARY C. PROCUNIER

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Procunier. She attended the Richmond
Public School and is a graduate of
Aylmer High School and the Toronto
Normal. She enlisted in September
1943, and received her military train-
ing at Kitchener and Toronto, She is
stationed in London.

L.A.C. RALPH W. HONSINGER

Second son of Mrs. Honsinger, and
the late June Honsinger, received his
early education in Richmond Public
School. He enlisted in 1941. He received
his training at Manning Pool, Tor-
onto, Swift Current, Sask. and Riv-
ers, Manitoba. He went overseas in
March 1944. At present he is in Eng-
land.

SGT. WALLACE E. BERDAN

Son of Mr. and Mrs. William Ber-
dan. He  attended the Kinglake Pubtlic
School and Vienna High School. He
enlisted in January, 1942, and received
his basic training at Chatham. He
was  transferred to Queen’s Park
Mechanized Training School at Lon-
don, Ontario. In Feb. 1943, he was
stationed at Barriefield and then at
No. 3 Company R C.0.C. Depot, King-
ton. In August 1944 he was transfer-
red to No. 3 Company R.CEME.,

Barriefield, and was promoted to the |

rank of Corporal, and in August 1945,
‘he was promoted to the rank of
~ Sergeant.

PTE. WILLIAM H. JOHNS{TON

1st Perth Regiment, son of Mrs.
I Ripley, of 'St. Thomas. He Attended
the Richmond Public School and made
‘his home with Mr. L. Sparkman and
the late Mrs. Sparkman. He ealisted
in 1944, and received his military
training in Tondon, Camp Ipperwash,
Chatham and Debert, N.S. He went
overseas in March 1945, At prasen’ he
is in Holland.

FLIGHT SERGEANT HARRY
TRIBE

Son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Am-
brose Tribe. He received his early
education in the Richmond Public
School. He enlisted in the R C.A.F.

(in May, 1940. He was stationed at
' Manning Pool, Toronto, T. T- 8., St.

Thomas, Fingal, Trenton snd Aylmer.

. He has just completed his Master
' Mechanics’ Course, and has returned

to Trenton. His wife and family reside
in Aylmer.

PTE. W, EARL BOYD

Son of Mr. and Mrs. William Boyd.
'He enlisted in October 1944, and re-
' ceived his training at London, Chat-
ham, Ipperwash, Camp Borden, New
Westminster, B.C., and Halifax. He
is now stationed at Goose Bay, Labra-
dor. His wife, the former Wanda
Shipp and son, reside in Port Burwell




