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1ts 4ull feathers on the greuaﬁ;xﬁ must be r@ﬁéﬁbera& that Thomes
iitehell was not a large man.Five feet,elght or nine ineches would
be his approximete heisht. ;

Yeare later Ephraimré.ﬁﬁﬁghaii gave his son Thomas & por-
tion of the home ferm and here Thomes and Catherine lived with
their son Alexander Mitehell for the remainder of thelr days.

At the age of sixtye.eight Thomes Uitehell lost his eyee
gight.I% is now believed that his afflietion was a simple case
of eataract,which in these deys might have been remidied but

which seventy or seo yeers age did not seem possidle.The once
active, energetic and independent Tom itehell wos ohained like
an segle with elipped wings.He spent tweniy.twp sitting in his
chalr ﬁy‘%ﬁ@ firﬁgiéafgamatiwéa by tepping his wey along the
paths ebout the place. V

It wes said that Thomss Hitehell had a mind like a

gewer lawyer and people often eame %o s8sk his adviee in points

Sitting in his favorite,warm corner,he often broke inte

song.The mournful strains of Burms?® "Highland Mery®,or
‘and DBraes 0'Donnie Doon® were often his theme or yet ot his
grandehildren's request the rellicking somg of "Betsy Baker®,
He had a elear,plessing tenor volwe that a delight %o hear.

Thomas and Catherine Mitehell had three ehildrems

Alexander Mitchell mayried Elizabeth Davis,

Emily " " gusse Isese Atkinson,

armeh lary ¥ B Peter Vineent.

There were nineteen grandehiliren.

Thomas Welsh Mitchell died December 22nd.T901,aged
ninety years.

Catharine Eichenberg Mitchell died Jamuery 20th.1898
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in & fire that destroyed her home,aged seventyenine years.
Alexander Uitehell end his wife Elizabelh Davis were
very quiet liveing peeple and left a r&aexﬁ@aﬁeﬁ riches and
afflummce bat of kindliness and good neighborliness.h man with
thimming grey halr omee said to the writer,"I mever knew & woman
1ike Urs.Alex Iitehell.She was alwvays on the lookout for us
ehiliren going or eoming from school and 1f it was wralining she
had wmbrelles and coats for those who needed them.Sometlmes she

came out with a pan of cookies or apples.She was alweys ine
$erosted in us and gave us meny & bit of good advice.Il we m’m.'
erying with the eold as we #eﬁw‘%m@s wwa;ﬁhe took us in and
warned us and dried our fect." .
Alexander and Elizabeth Mitoholl hud sewen childrens
Louise mmem married Cyrus Desm,
Mamd " " Leanon mw;
Kitty ¥ died at the age of four and onme helf years.
Alberte "  did not marry
1ds " . married Bdward C.Miteholl,
Ephraism Davis Mitchell died im Franee in World Var I,
Stanley Beresford Mitchell marvied Ade Pollock.

, Simpson mﬁeh@ilgﬁwma son of Iphreim @@; Yary,was the
faithful son to his parents and perhaps the fovorite.lowever that
ey be,;h@ was the son who stayed by his father and shared with
him the toils and perils of frontier life, took eare of his
parents in their o0ld sge and inherited the bulk of Ephraim and
Mary Mitehell's properiy.,a just rewsrd for his loyaliy.

'smm itehell merried FPanny Maris Eichenberg in
1836 and ook his bride home to his father's home,vhere she took
her place as & deughter.Babies came to her arms to¢ the number of
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&@?&n;%a% she never shirked her duties to the older gemerstion,
for wkom she eared with kindness and consideration.

Simpson Mitchell was & good living man end a good neigh-
bor.Thoush gquiet and wnassuming he had s apia@ of the guieck
temper and determination that has ever been a characteristie of
the Hitchell mature.. story is told of him whieh illustrates
now Pfaithfully he adhered to the Puritanism of that early day.

One of his sons loved the musie of a fiddle and had the
temerity to bring the vile thing home %o his father's house.He
could even serape & twme few bars of scme favorite tune on it.
His happiness in the prized possession was brought t0 88 UNe
timely end when he vembured to bring the thing our in the ay@g;
for Simpson snstched this instrument of the devil out of the
and smeshed it to:bits on the stones of the fireplace.

boyts hand
This 413 not to say that Simpson Mitchell was & nerrow
minded men,but is ifllustretive of the restrieted religlous be-
liefs that obtained in church eireles seventy or 8o years azo.
Ome of his geaé neighbors and boyhood friends, David Eaﬁah, was
terridbly urset some years later,vhon a small organ was introduced
inte the comrmnity Vethodist chureh,at lMaple Grove.llr.Hateh
thought ,with all sineerity thet this smell organ wes an offense
40 the Deity.
Simpson and Moris Mitchell had seven ¢hildren,two girls
and five boyss
mlsie uiteholl married Tewis Wilson Spher,
" .4 Joserh Hateh,
Albverd " " Emily Chamberlain,
Bdwerd Mitchell,s volunteer in the Militia,dled,aged 18,
Simpson ¥ parried Marths Ketehabaw,
Walter w - % Qlara Grant,
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Lythur Mitehell Yarried Lourens Ribble.

George Hitehell ,third son of Ephraim and Mary Mitchell
married Elesnor Harvey,a lady from Nove Seotia,who was very mueh
of & lady in the best sense of the word.h fine,beautiful charact-

er,who earried beauly and grace,with kind
went.George and Eleanor Uitchell settled in Houghlton,Horfolk,Co.

liness wherever zhe

George Mitohell was a grave,dignified man,who held various
offices in his community.They had no children of thelr own,but
adopted twe daughters , Elizabeth end Amnie.

| Eisie %ﬁtﬁk@li;elﬁgﬁi daughter of Epbraim and lary merried
Lawrence Riley Stemsell and wes the mother of seven childrens

Hery Aym Mitehell,merried Thomes Magaire and bore nine
ehiliren,seven sons and two dauchbers.

As this article is primerily a story of the two Mitehell
families of Buyham,lescended from Ephraim Cole and Hery MeCall
ﬁgﬁgﬁﬁiiyﬁﬁ@ descendante of the Stansell snd Megulre branches
will be found in "The @enealogy and Descendants of The Norfolk
#eCall Clan® recently publishked by the "lsCall Soeciety of
Forfolk" and edited by r.D.T.MeCall,of Simecoe.

At Simpﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁiﬁ@h@llt& passing, his younger son,Walter
A,Hitehell and his wife Clara Crant Witchell,became the next
helrs to the E.C.Mitchell home &nd carried on the tradition
of genlal hﬁﬁpiﬁ&l&%ﬁ,&ﬁ open handed welecome to friends and
neighbors and e thrifty prosperity.lt was Walter Mitehell who
built the handsome red briek residence and improved the proe

mises.Clara Grant Mltchell,a gracious woman,now in her elghties,

#till oocupies her spaeious homes

If her readers will perdon the digression,the writer
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of thisz héstorieal sketeh would like fto inecorporate a litile
first person story of the long ago about Four Big Chestnut Trees.
A soft,high wind in autumm always reninds me of "4

ehestnut morning® s my grandmother,Catharine Mitchell used %o

gay.0n such & morning the ripe chestnuts would come tumbling
dewn out of their spiny,satin lined burrs and we ehildren
would race to the trees to see which of us would find the first
cheatmat.

There were four big chestmut trees in Uncle Simpson's
woods, Just over the line from our home fﬁ#m;ﬁ&%her,%h@ trees m
were in the woods lat;fbr they stoed out by themselves ,awvay
from the sugar bush of meples.To the west and also to the aaa%;-
gome young pines hgd,ﬁhat up im‘aXaxﬁa;ﬁat the cheztmat troees _
pad & fine,xtest elmost parklike space to themselves in which
to display their grandeur.They were relies of the @1& far&&t,“'.
with long,eleer boles,with branches far up reashing perhaps
ed feet from the ground.At the stump they
re from four to five feet.lo one bul an experienced
elimber could have reached their tops,but the wind sent the

ei@hﬁy or a8 ._ By

plump,brown muls drifting dowm.

As there were no childrer in the 3impson Uitchell
fanily at that time and no one ever gathered the nuits but the
squirrels my grendmother sometimes took me with her %o hunt
the chestmuls our of the grass.We might possibly g
pint to a quabkt of nuts for ouwr 9&&@&*@&@,&&% it was always &
grond end exhilerating outing on e windy woraing, just sueh an
outing as ny granfpother as well as I loved,indeed it was nore
the fun of the iramp than the value of the nuis,thet took us on

et from &

these expediticns.
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One of the trees had large,very plump,derk brown muts and
we called 1% the Black ehestnut tree.Zhe athe?‘tr@ag had nice
nuts too,but these were not so large as the black chestnuis.

One sueh mornine there was a higher wind than wusual blow-
ing.%e had only hunbed for the muts for & short while,whon my
grandmother ,gazing up into the itroetops,rather anziously ree
marked,"I bollieve we h&ﬁnbeﬁt@? get out of here,the wind might -
bring some limbs down upon us". '

We Lurried asway and bad gone but & few rods, when a huge
1imb wos wrenched from the black chestnut tree and fell almost
squerely in the spot whore we hal been ﬁ%ﬁhﬁ?iﬁg nuts.It would
nave killed us without question if but a small branch had hit us.
We gased at the fﬁll%ﬂ 1ik with awa,%h@n, with the eheerful phil-
osophy which was so often & cheracteristic of my grandmother, ahe
lsughingly said,"A miss is as good a8 & mile". A woman who had

faced wolves snd bears in her lifetinme of yi@n@@riﬁg,waﬁ not

easily fazed by & possible ascident that had left her unscatued.

The four big chestmut trees have now been gone these
£ifty yeurs and ehestnubting is iiself only s memory,for blight
has killled our beautiful native sweet chestunut trees,and fLuture
generations will ﬁﬂl? imow of the delizhis of gethering the nuts
from history.like the pines, theyzizgﬁgzn and wild furkeys,time
and fabte have relegated them to the limbo of the past.

The lumber from the four big chestmut trees was used for
the inside trim of Walter iMitchell's home.It was beautliful
lupber,sound a8 a drum and with a aﬁwang;%alﬁ grain which was x
very effective.It wes o matter of great pride with Walger
mitohell that his own farm produeed so much of the fime timber
used in Wiz the construetion of his home.
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Through the kindneses of Clere Grant Mitehell,widow of
the late Walber ﬁﬁ%aﬁe&i;ﬁha Crovn Deed to the Ephraim Cele
uitchell farm,Lot No.71f,Bayhem,was mede available for ine
spection by the writer.

This Crown Deed is probably similer to eother Crown Deeds
of the perled,but s viewing it after more tham & century after
fssue 1t seems an unique dooument.It iz written on very heavy old
parchuent paper with o great seal measuring three and a half
inches aoross and says,in paris .

nyilliem the Fourth,by the Grace of ﬁﬁﬁ;af the United
Fingdom of Great Britain end Ireland King, Defender of the Faith:
To all whom these Presents shell come,~-----Crecting:

"Given under the Great Sesl of our saild Provinee of
Upper Canadas Witness our trusty end well-beloved Sir Franeis
Bord Hesd , K.C.H.Lieutenant ,Covernor of Our sald Provinee,-w--=
$his {twentieth day of Juneee-- in the yescr of our Lord,One
Thousand and Thirty S4x snd in the Sixth ?ﬁﬁr‘@f our Reien.
‘ﬂgy Command of iis Execelleney in Counmeil.
0.Cu13 Jume 1836--Adninistretion of
g Sir FuB.Head.Reg.6 July 1504,
Patent fee and survey pee- Sebtt--t duty performed.
D.Cameron.




